
COMMUNITIES F1RST FORUMS 

   Organizations Represented:  Elmhurst Improvement Association, Spring Meadows Community  

   Association, Provinces Community Association, Police Community Relations Council  

Elected Officials / Candidates Present:  Sarah Lacey, Pam Beidle, Allison Pickard, Tracie Hovermale, 

Quincy Bareebe, Mike Rogers, Lisa Shore 

Severn
Severn
Severn   

Date:        August 13, 2018   

Location:   Severn Community Library 

 

EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT PUBLIC  SAFETY DEVELOPMENT TRANSPORTATION 

attendees shared concerns and ideas citizens attended of 17 Community Forums  

Reliability & 
availability of 

public transport 

Intersection of 170 
and 174 

Major congestion 

First responders 
underpaid and  

understaffed 

Need more school 
resource officers 

Health Center 

Lack of sidewalks 

Other Topics of Concern: 

 Availability of community spaces  

 Improving libraries 

 (Lack of) access to information about 
county services 

 Community disparity—parks, clinics not 
available in some areas 

 

 

Administration 
advertises “secret 

services” for 
residents.  Why 

call it that? 

Session Summary:  Residents in Severn recognize there are competing needs because of substantial growth.  They were 

concerned with the speed and density of development without transparency or consideration of community needs.  Clearly, the 

citizens are experiencing development’s impacts on public safety, traffic and transportation, and education. Environment was 

less of a concern compared to other small areas, but several noted the lack of general upkeep (trash and weeds) by the county 

and one citizen suggested that trash invites crime. Some questioned the disparity among communities in the county and why 

some areas enjoy more services and amenities than others.  

Several suggestions were made to improve the area, such as using data to better predict the outcomes of development, 

expanding bus routes, and investing in schools for both teacher recruitment and safety. Howard County’s library system is 

seen as a model, and the county could build or expand community centers to provide services to youth. “Community space 

keeps kids out of trouble,” reported one resident who believes places and activities are needed county-wide, not just in Severn.  

Participants want transparency and thoughtful growth. 

 Overcrowding 

 Low teacher pay 

   Schools need      
      updating 

- double entry doors 
- capacity issues 
- competing needs 
- Education Facilities      
    Network 

Trash Problem 
 

Keep more natural 
land 

Life cycle of  
development 

Too dense 

  High cost of  
housing in the area 

Need for workforce 
housing 

Water/sewer charge 
on homeowners 

 

 
We’re engineers and 
still can’t afford a 

house here. You can do 
modeling and 
simulations 
for growth 

plans based on 
data. 

Communities First Forums are being held in 17 different locations throughout Anne Arundel County.  

The county’s next 20-year General Development Plan is due to be completed in 2019.  When elected as 

your next County Executive, Steuart Pittman will ensure that communities have a say in their future and 

in the 2019 plan.  To send additional comments, contact us at  info@pittmanforpeople.com.  

By Authority of Friends of Steuart Pittman, Virginia Clagett Treasurer 


