
COMMUNITIES F1RST FORUMS 
Date:        October 14, 2018   

Location:   Old South Country Club 

  Organizations Represented:  Blue Wave Maryland, Recovery Coalition of MD, Sierra Club of AACo, 

South County Huddle, West River Improvement Association 

Elected Officials / Candidates Present: James Kitchen, Michelle Garcia from Senator Ben Cardin’s office 

South County

South County

South County   

 

EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT PUBLIC  SAFETY DEVELOPMENT TRANSPORTATION 

attendees shared concerns and ideas citizens attended of 17 Community Forums  

Lack of bike 
lanes—none 

included in current 
Transportation 
Plan 

Ability to “age in 
place” with better 
transportation 

 

Enforcement of 3-

foot rule is positive 

Need for expanded 
lanes / shoulders 

One-way in; one-
way out 

Other Topics of Concern: 

 Wrap around services for those in 
recovery 

 Government missing opportunity to 
communicate with citizens 

 Inability to find data 

 

 What can we 
do to make 
living on 
preserved 
land more 
feasible? 

Providing 
transportation 

options can 
help us 

maintain 
south county’s 

rural 
character. 

Session Summary:  Participants at the South County forum agreed that what was written in the small area plan 17 years ago 

is still relevant today: keep south county rural and protect the environment. They were also quite concerned about providing 

better access to services for residents of the area, including transportation for the aging population and post-treatment options 

for people in recovery. Other hot topics were keeping agriculture viable, especially for small farmers, preserving open space, 

and incorporating bicycling options into future road improvements to improve both public safety and environmental outcomes. 

Attendees recognized that the county is actually trying to be more bike-friendly and is paying attention to south county. 

Suggestions for preserving agriculture and open space included providing a tool box of resources for small farmers, 

strengthening programs to provide options other than selling land, and revisiting Transfer of Development Rights. Attendees 

believe that government needs to innovative and forward thinking.  Similar to residents of Crownsville, this group welcomes the 

non-profit organizations that provide treatment and follow-up services to those who need them. Finally, the group requested 

more transparency and better communication from the county, including more frequent reports and easier access to data.   

Educate farmers re: 
availability of tools/
funds 

(related to dev, ag 
preservations and 
open space)  

Preservation of 
forested areas 

Need stronger Ag 
Preservation 

Air and water quality 

Keep Ag viable 

Need toolbox to help 
small farmers 

Economic Dev 
needed in Galesville 

Transfer of  
Development Rights 

We can’t afford to lose 
150-200 acres of forested 

land each year. 

Communities First Forums are being held in 17 different locations throughout Anne Arundel County.  

The county’s next 20-year General Development Plan is due to be completed in 2019.  When elected as 

your next County Executive, Steuart Pittman will ensure that communities have a say in their future and 

in the 2019 plan.  To send additional comments, contact us at  info@pittmanforpeople.com.  

By Authority of Friends of Steuart Pittman, Virginia Clagett Treasurer 


