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Executive Summary 

This proposal outlines the creation of a Social District in the downtown areas of 

Cedarville and Hessel, designed to provide a safe, well-regulated, and locally 

controlled outdoor area where residents and visitors can enjoy alcoholic beverages 

purchased from participating, licensed establishments. This initiative is not about 

increasing alcohol consumption but about offering a responsible, 

community-focused framework that complements our existing public spaces and 

supports downtown commerce. The Les Cheneaux Chamber of Commerce is 

eager to assist with this ordinance implementation to ensure it is conveyed to the 

public and participating businesses clearly and effectively. 

 

Planning Rationale and Community Intent 

The primary purpose of establishing a Social District is to create a clear, 

enforceable framework for managing public consumption of alcoholic beverages in 

a way that enhances our downtown areas without encouraging disruptive 

behavior. While this initiative offers opportunities for enhanced community 

gatherings and event programming, it is first and foremost a tool for maintaining 

public safety, regulating existing social behaviors, and supporting local businesses 

within a defined, township-controlled system. 

By formalizing these commons areas with consistent signage, defined boundaries, 

approved containers, and participation permits, Clark Township retains full 

authority and oversight. The district is designed to complement—not replace—our 

existing public events and gathering spaces, ensuring that downtown Cedarville 

and Hessel remain inviting, family-friendly, and economically vibrant. 

Experience from similar communities across Michigan has shown that properly 

implemented Social Districts result in increased downtown activity and business 

support, without a corresponding increase in disruptive incidents. 

 



 

How the Social District Will Work 

●​ Clear signage will mark district boundaries, hours, and rules. 

●​ Participating businesses must hold a valid MLCC license, be approved by 

Clark Township, and purchase official Social District stickers for approved 

drink containers. 

●​ Alcoholic beverages are only permitted within the district if purchased from 

a participating establishment and served in an approved, stickered cup. 

●​ Outside alcoholic beverages are prohibited. 

●​ The Chamber of Commerce will oversee initial setup, signage, stickers, and 

promotional materials, while Clark Township retains final regulatory 

authority.​
 

Examples of Consumer Scenarios: 

●​ Just finished your meal but still have half a beer left? Ask your server for a 

social district cup “togo”  and enjoy it in the lake air. 

●​ Sick of watching Keno on the bar TV? Grab your drink and sit by the water. 

●​ Feeling full and want to walk off some pizza? Take your cocktail and explore 

downtown. 

●​ Heading to see an artist perform on the library porch? Grab a vodka soda 

from Cattails Cove, set up your camp rocker, and enjoy the show—like the 

law-abiding citizen that you are. 

 

Area Maintenance, Revenue Opportunities, and Upkeep 

Increased activity through the Social District offers modest new revenue 

opportunities for the township, including permit fees for private events, street 

closures, and use of township-owned properties within the district, as well as 

participation fees for licensed businesses. Additional income could also come 

through sales of Social District stickers, branded merchandise, or reusable cups. 

 



 

Operationally, the expected increase in public use is manageable. Priority 

considerations include: 

●​ Adding one to two additional trash receptacles in each district. 

●​ More frequent trash collection and restroom maintenance during peak 

times. 

●​ Routine monitoring of sidewalks, parks, and public spaces for upkeep. 

These operational needs are anticipated to be minor and well within the 

capabilities of the township and community partners. 

 

Law Enforcement and Oversight 

Consultation with the Mackinac County Sheriff’s Office and law enforcement in 

similar communities indicates no additional policing is anticipated. Officers can 

easily monitor compliance through clear district boundaries, uniform signage, and 

the visible use of stickered cups. The Sheriff’s Office has expressed confidence in 

its ability to enforce this ordinance efficiently, ensuring minimal disruption to 

regular duties. 

 

Planning Rationale, Community Intent, and FAQs 

While the Social District introduces new opportunities for community connection, 

its fundamental purpose is responsible, structured public management. It 

formalizes casual, outdoor social behaviors already occurring and provides 

effective tools for township and law enforcement oversight. 

By implementing clear signage, controlled permits, and visibly marked containers, 

the township can safely manage these activities without encouraging excessive or 

disruptive behavior. 

 

 



 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Will people be able to bring their own drinks? No. Only beverages purchased 

from licensed, participating businesses within the district, served in an approved, 

stickered cup, are allowed. 

Will this increase law enforcement needs? No. The Mackinac County Sheriff’s 

Office has indicated confidence in enforcing the ordinance using clear signage and 

identifiable cups. No increase in staffing is anticipated. 

Is this going to turn our downtown areas into party streets? No. The Social 

District is a management tool designed to enhance community events and 

gatherings, not to encourage disruptive behavior. Strict rules, approved hours, and 

township oversight will remain in place. 

What if issues arise? Clark Township retains full authority to adjust boundaries, 

hours, or participation rules based on community feedback or operational needs. 

Why now? The Social District concept began during the COVID-19 pandemic 

alongside the temporary to-go cocktail allowance. As the State of Michigan signals 

a shift away from to-go cocktails, Social Districts are becoming the preferred, 

well-regulated alternative. This proposal positions Les Cheneaux to stay ahead of 

that transition with a locally tailored, responsible program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Les Cheneaux Chamber of Commerce believes strongly in the character and 

responsibility of our residents, visitors, and business community. We are confident 

that the implementation of a social district will be carried out with the same 

respect and neighborly spirit that define Les Cheneaux Area. 

 



 

Appendix 1 : Proposed Boundaries 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 2 : Example Rules 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 3 : Locally Adapted Signage 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 4 : Alcohol Sales Rules

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 5: Suggested Stickers 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 6: MLCC Information
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