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On March 31, our friends 
from Grace Baptist Church 
gathered with us in our Par-
ish Hall to pack 10,000 
meals for Rise Against Hun-
ger, which is an internation-
al hunger relief organization 
that distributes food and life
-changing aid to the world’s 
most vulnerable, mobilizing 
the necessary resources to 
end hunger by 2030.  
(www.riseagainsthunger.or
g) 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that 821 mil-
lion people in the world do 
not receive enough nutri-
tion to lead an active, 
healthy life? 
 
Last year, 794, 700 lives 
were positively impacted by 
Rise Against Hunger and 
other aid in 2018? 
 
Our group, comprised of 
folks from all walks of life, 
packed 10,000 meals in a 
record time of one and a 
half hours. Great job every-
one, for a great cause! 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Slow Pace, Small Steps 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wake up, 
children wrestling on my face. Breakfast, bath, medi-
tation, kid to bus, mom to work. Swipe badge, clock 
in, greet co-workers, get settled in to my desk and 
start prioritizing the day’s task. Check e-mail. Check 
calendar. Work on newsletter, watch a webinar, par-
ticipate in a conference call, proofread an article, en-
ter and check validity of data on a spreadsheet, read 
book reviews, buy books, weed the collection, set up 
for class, lead the class, put everything away. Did I 
take a lunchbreak?  Water plants, listen to co-workers 
complains, go help a patron with e-books on her Kin-
dle, help someone download PDFs and upload them 
in e-mail, provide backup support for confronting a 
patron who is breaking the library rules. Meet with 
my supervisor. Attend a meeting. Check off to-do list, 
tie up loose ends or leave it for tomorrow. Clock out, 
head home. Children whining, dinnertime, bathtime, 
bedtime. 
 
Are you exhausted just reading that? Me, too. That is 
a typical day in my fast-paced information scientist 
working mom world. When Lent comes around, the 
last thing I want to do is add anything, and I mean 
anything, to my proverbial plate. I really DO want to 
figure out how to be quiet, reflective, spend more 
time deepening my spiritual practice. 
 
Father Brad said, just a few weeks ago, that we 
should stop glorifying busy. I agree with this com-
pletely. Due to my fast-paced career, I try to keep a 
slow pace on the homefront, and take small steps. 
I’m learning to let things go, delegate to someone 
else, or just save it for another time. Hopefully.  
 —Jenneffer Sixkiller, Editor  
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Around the 
Parish 

 

Traditionally, these are the 
three days before Ascen-
sion Day on which the litany 
is sung (or recited) in pro-
cession as an act of inter-
cession. They originated in 
Vienne, France, in the fifth 
century when Bishop 
Mamertus introduced days 
of fasting and prayer to 
ward off a threatened disas-
ter. In England they were 
associated with the bless-
ing of the fields at planting. 
The vicar "beat the bounds" 
of the parish, processing 

around the fields reciting 
psalms and the litany. In the 
United States they have 
been associated with rural 
life and with agriculture and 
fishing. The propers in the 
BCP (pp. 207-208, 258-259, 
930) have widened their 
scope to include commerce 
and industry and the stew-
ardship of creation. The 
BCP also permits their cele-
bration at other times to 
accommodate different 
regional growing seasons. 
The BOS contains material 

for a Rogation procession, 
including petitions to be 
added to the Great Litany 
and the prayers of the peo-
ple. The term is from the 
Latin rogatio, "asking."  
 
Here at Trinity, weather 
permitting, we celebrate 
with a Eucharist service out-
side.  
 

Rogation Day 
Celebrating the Planting Season 

Photograph by Bill Leach, Canola Fields 
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Apr 

14 
Palm Sunday Service 

10:30am 

21 
Easter Vigil 6:30am 

Eucharist 8:00am & 10:30am 

Egg Hunt 9:30am 
 

 
May 

1 
Earth Day Celebration 

TBA 

4 
Yard Sale 

12 
Youth and Graduation 

Sunday 
10:30am 

24 
Trinity Artist Series 

Davidson Jazz Ensemble 
3:00pm 

19 
Rogation Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 

My American Dream 
 
How you look, who you love, 
or the color of your hand, 
Makes no sense to me as a 
way to measure a man, 
Nor the place of your birth in 
whatever nation, 
On the day of your life that 
you joined God’s creation. 
 
We are all human beings is 
undoubtedly true, 
And the best way to judge 
someone is how they treat 
you, 
To fear people never met, 
from lands far away, 
Is hate, run amok, fueled by 
“Tweeters” today. 
 
My dad said, “greet people 
and then shake their hand”, 
Talk with them a while and 
see where they stand, 
If they believe in fairness, 
they could be your friend, 
And be part of your life from 
now ‘til its end. 
 
But if hatred, or bigotry, or 
filth they bestow, 
It’s OK not to like them, now 
that you know, 
That people like them have 
minds very small, 
And their race or religion 
doesn’t matter at all. 
 
We are all human beings is 
undoubtedly true, 
Heart, brain, lungs, inside 
everyone, and you, 
The pigmentation of each of 
our covering, 

Is an incredibly odd way of 
discovering, 
 
”Greet other people and 
then shake their hand,” 
Talk with them a while and 
see where they stand, 
Liking or disliking is an indi-
vidual sport, 
Best not tainted by the 
group, to which you may 
report. 
 
Stop getting upset by what 
someone said, 
That someone else did, that 
someone else said, 
Try instead, do the work, 
and then use your head, 
Choose to Love the world, 
each morn, as you rise from 
your bed. 
 
Preach the gospel of love, in 
your own special way, 
Be part of the solution at the 
end of each day, 
Be best you can be as wom-
an and man, 
Let the world know, that’s 
where You stand. 
 
“Greet other people and 
then shake their hand”, 
Talk with them a while and 
see where they stand, 
“All men created equal,” the 
founding words of our land, 
Sounds good to me. I think 
that’s where I stand. 

My American Dream 
By Bill Balatow 
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Dear friends, 
    We approach Easter, and 
are well into spring, even if 
the weather hasn’t gotten 
the memo.  It seems that if 
it is not raining and chilly, 
it’s wet and chilly.  At last I 
found a dry day to plow my 
garden, later than I ever 
remember.  But as I said, 
we approach Easter, and 
thoughts of Easter and a 
garden are not unrelated. 
     In John’s gospel, after 
the Passover meal had con-
cluded, Jesus “went out 
with his disciples across the 
Kidron valley to a place 
where there was a garden, 
which he and his disciples 
entered.”  (18:1).  It was in 
this Garden of Gethsemane 
where Jesus was arrested 
and the wheels of his exe-

cution put in motion.  After 
his death, Joseph of Arima-
thea, assisted by Nicode-
mus, took Jesus’ body away 
for burial. “Now there was 
a garden in the place where 
he was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new 
tomb in which no one had 
ever been laid.” (19:40)   It 
was this tomb which Mary 
Magdalene found empty on 
Easter.   This setting was 
why she, grieving the ap-
parent removal of Jesus’ 
body, took the risen Lord to 
be the gardener responsi-
ble for the area and asked 
him to return the body if he 
had taken it.  Then Jesus 
called Mary by name, and 
she knew who he was.   
     Maybe she was not 
wrong when she thought 

he was the gardener.  You 
see, in the beginning God 
created a beautiful garden 
for all of us, and placed our 
ancestors in it to tend it and 
be stewards of it.  I think 
we know how that went.  
We couldn’t trust God’s 
goodness or accept our 
original blessing and decid-
ed to go our own way.  Not 
only did we damage our 
relationship with God and 
neighbor, we hurt our rela-
tionship with the creation.  
Somewhere down the line 
we forgot that it belongs to 
God, and that we are care-
takers of God’s garden. 
      Since Abraham, God has 
been calling us back into 
relationship again and 
again.  With Abraham be-
gan what N.T. Wright calls 

“God’s great clean-up oper-
ation.”  But we know the 
road has been rocky.  
Through the prophets we 
heard and repented for 
awhile, but always returned 
to following the devices 
and desires of our own 
hearts.  God the gardener 
planted a vineyard, says a 
parable, and leased it to 
tenants (us).  At harvest 
time the landowner sent his 
slaves to collect the pro-
duce, but the tenants killed 
them.  Then the landowner 
sent his own son, thinking 
that they would not dare 
kill him.  But they did.  
(Matthew 21:33-41).  We 
did.  That parable is an alle-
gory depicting how we 
have handled God’s crea-
tion and treated God’s son.   

REV. BRAD MULLIS 

Jesus the Good Gardener 
“Care for God’s Beautiful Creation.” 
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      But the great 
good news is that 
the son did not stay 
dead and that God in 
Christ has triumphed 
over death and over 
all those things 
which would sepa-
rate us from God.  As 
we read last Sunday, 
“when we are in 
Christ there is a new 
creation; everything 
old has passed 
away.”  That is the 
joyous message of 
Easter.  Alleluia! 
       In a happy coinci-
dence, Easter Mon-
day in 2019 is also 
Earth Day, a day 
when we are particu-
larly mindful of God’s 
gifts to us in the cre-
ation and of our re-
sponsibility as its 
caretakers.  This re-
sponsibility is more 
important than ever.  
God’s created world 
is just that – it’s 
God’s, not ours.  As 
followers of the risen 
Lord, we proclaim 
that “the earth is the 
Lord’s, and the full-
ness there-
of.” (Psalm 24)  As 
caretakers we can be 
careful in how we 
live and consume, 
gentle in how we live 
on God’s planet.  We 
can also work for 
plans and policies 
which can slow the 
damage being done 
to God’s world. 
      We at Trinity are 
going to celebrate 
Earth Day on May 
Day.  On that 
Wednesday, May 1, 
we’ll gather for a 

parish supper and several ac-
tivities to mark this occasion.  
This time is intended for all 
ages, and I hope you’ll take 
part.  And if you’d like to be 
part of the planning, please 
contact me or Doug Stobbe. 
      So God and gardens can go 
together.  In fact, it seems to 
be God the gardener’s purpose 
to restore that original crea-
tion of Genesis.  In Revelation 
we read : “Then the angel 
showed me the river of the 
water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb through 
the middle of the street of the 
city. On either side of the river 
is the tree of life with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, produc-
ing its fruit each month; and 
the leaves of the tree are for 
the healing of the nations.” An 
urban orchard, in fact!    But 
that is the vision of the New 
Jerusalem we have been given, 
when God brings all things to 
completion. 
     Happy Easter.  Care for 
God’s beautiful creation.   
        
Brad+ 
 
-Peace, Brad+ 
  
Father Brad Mullis is the rector 
at Trinity Episcopal Church. He 
can be reached at rec-
tor@trinitysvl.org 
 
DEACON  
HENRIETTA WILLIAMS 

Fun Facts

As a child, I was taught that we 

stand for praise, sit for instruc-

tion and kneel for prayer.  

There is no record of when 

kneeling became the standard 

practice for prayer.  We do 

know that the Council of Nicea 

in the 4th Century forbade 

kneeling during Sunday wor-

ship.  They decreed that Sun-

day was a time of celebration 

of the risen Lord and therefore 

standing for prayer was the 

proper posture.  It was also 

decreed that one should stand 

with raised arms during prayer.   

Today it is common in many 

Episcopal churches to stand 

during prayers, especially dur-

ing the fifty days of Easter. 

Some also continue the tradi-

tion of praying with arms 

raised. In most Episcopal 

churches you will find some 

folks kneeling, some sitting 

and some standing. The Prayer 

Book rubrics in the 1979 book 

list standing or kneeling for 

prayers as correct. Sitting is 

correct for those who are una-

ble to stand or kneel.   

One of the beauties of the 

Episcopal Church is the “some 

should, all may, none must” 

understanding when it comes 

to things like sitting, standing 

and kneeling during the ser-

vices.   

You may have noticed that I do 

not kneel during our services.  I 

grew up kneeling and contin-

ued to do so much of my adult 

life.  It was when I developed 

a medical problem that made 

kneeling and sitting extremely 

painful that I began to stand.  

That problem was corrected, 

and I began to kneel again for 

some of the prayers but con-

tinued to stand where the ru-

brics listed standing first.  To-

day kneeling has once again 

become painful so I stand.  

We all have heard the ‘seven 

deadly words of the church’, 

“We have always done it that 

way.”  I was in Seminary when 

we were nearing the end of 

the trial books prior to the 

1979 Prayer Book.  One of my 

classmates was a relatively 

new Episcopalian and she had 

never attended a service using 

the 1928 Prayer Book before 

coming to Seminary.  Her reac-

tion to the ’28 book was the 

same as long time Episcopali-

ans reaction to the ’79 book.  

We get very comfortable with 

what we know and uncomfort-

able with what we do not 

know.   

I remember the first time I en-

tered a church with my head 

uncovered…I felt totally un-

dressed!  Change can be diffi-

cult but when we study the 

reasons for change we find 

ourselves more open to ac-

cepting others and under-

standing how our differences 

can make us better as the 

Body of Christ. 

 
Henrietta Williams is the dea-
con at Trinity Episcopal Church. 
She can be reached at 
evew99@yahoo.com 

Proper 
Posture 

mailto:rector@trinitysvl.org
mailto:rector@trinitysvl.org
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DIOCESAN NEWS 

Environmental Ministry 
 

Did you know our Dio-
cese has a committee 
whose sole purpose is 
to support environmen-
tal ministry?  
 
We here at Trinity 
Church are celebrating 
Earth Day on May 1st 
this year. Planning for 
this event is still in the 
works, but it should be 
a good time for fun and 
fellowship. 
 
Believing that all crea-
tion is interconnected 
and that grace is present 
in all of God’s creation, 
we commit to take an 
active and holistic ap-
proach to environmen-
tal stewardship through 
education, service, and 
sustainable practices. 

The Committee on Envi-
ronmental Ministry has 
gathered a variety of 
resources to help your 
congregation on its way 

to environmental stew-
ardship. From a check-
list of do's and don't's 
for those just starting 
the environmental 
stewardship process to 
liturgical guides and 
adult formation re-
sources for congrega-
tions looking to en-
hance and inspire their 
current programs. 
 
Some suggestions they 
have for parishes to 
improve their continu-
ing work are as follows: 
 
Build the theme of envi-
ronmental stewardship 
into regular church ac-
tivities, such as featur-
ing local foods at a 
coffee connection or 
annual picnic.  
 
Follow the resolutions 
on environmental stew-
ardship passed by the 
General Conventions 

and the Diocesan Con-
ventions of NC.  
 
Write articles for your 
church’s newsletter and 
e-connections, and let-
ters to the editor of 
your local newspaper.  
 
Let your political repre-
sentatives know where 
you and your commit-
tee stand on environ-
mental issues.  
 
Do any of these items 
sound exciting to you? 
Want to know how you 
can get involved? Our 
vestry representative is 
Doug Stobbe. He can 
be reached at buffa-
lobrew@hotmail.com 

RESOLUTION PASSED AT THE 
196TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

Res. 196.14. On Responding to the 
House of Bishops Teaching on Envi-
ronment 

 
RESOURCES 

Weekly Tips to Go Green 

Thinking about starting an Environ-
mental Stewardship Committee? 
Good! 

Continuing Work for Environmental 
Stewardship Committees 

A Liturgical Guide to Celebrating 
God's Creation 

The Presiding Bishop on Creation Re-
stored & Climate Change 

A Pastoral Teaching on the Environ-
ment from the House of Bishops 

Recommended Films and Documen-
taries 

Recommended Books on Creation 
Care 

Resolutions on Environmental Stew-
ardship 2000-2010 

Resolutions on Environmental Stew-
ardship1990-1999 

See https://www.dionc.org for more 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3153276/196.14_-_On_Responding_to_HOB_on_Environment__passed_.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3153276/196.14_-_On_Responding_to_HOB_on_Environment__passed_.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3153276/196.14_-_On_Responding_to_HOB_on_Environment__passed_.pdf
https://www.dionc.org/Ministries%20&%20Mission/tips-to-go-green.html
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350053/THINKINGABOUT.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350053/THINKINGABOUT.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350053/THINKINGABOUT.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350051/CONTINUINGWORK.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350051/CONTINUINGWORK.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350059/LITURGICALGUIDE.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350059/LITURGICALGUIDE.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350057/PRESIDINGBISHOPKATHARINEJEFFERTS.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350057/PRESIDINGBISHOPKATHARINEJEFFERTS.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350495/Episcopal_Church_House_of_Bishops_Issues_A_Pastoral_Teaching_on_the_Environment.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350495/Episcopal_Church_House_of_Bishops_Issues_A_Pastoral_Teaching_on_the_Environment.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350197/FILMS_AND_DOCUMENTARIES.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350197/FILMS_AND_DOCUMENTARIES.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350198/Recommended_Books_on_Creation_Care.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350198/Recommended_Books_on_Creation_Care.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350056/ResolutionsonEnvironmentalIssues20002010.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350056/ResolutionsonEnvironmentalIssues20002010.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350055/RESOLUTIONSONENVIRONMENTALSTEWARDSHIP1990.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/2350055/RESOLUTIONSONENVIRONMENTALSTEWARDSHIP1990.pdf


 

trinitysvl.org  |  9  

“Listen to the land,” Tony said. 

Listen to the land? Yes, Tony Klees, of 
Earthwise, LLC, our farm land consult-
ant, had told us just that in his report 
after spending the day walking the 
land, taking soil samples and talking 
with our family here at 3 Eagles Sanc-
tuary about what our vision for the 
future might be. If we wanted to 
move away from the unsustainable 
row crop past, we had to listen to the 
land to learn what it wanted us to do 
going forward. 

But to go back to the beginning.  

It was Thanksgiving of 2005, on our 
way back to our home in the center of 
Charlotte, North Carolina, after visit-
ing family in Florida. I asked my hus-
band, Ron, “What if we found 100 or 
200 acres, whatever we could afford, 
put the land under a conservation 
easement to preserve it from devel-
opment in perpetuity, and then went 
to live there?” We had spent the first 
18 years of our marriage working to-
gether caring for God’s Creation 
through our environmental activism 
in the region and the state. He led the 
Catawba Lands Conservancy as its 
early president and was founding 
chair of the Catawba River Founda-
tion. I founded Clean Air Carolina, as it 
is known today, and we worked in 
many other ways, including serving 
on the environmental committees of 
our church, locally and nationally, to 
live out what we understood to be 
the work that God was calling us to 
do.  

I was terribly troubled by what the 
scientists were saying about climate 
change. Where we might we be in the 
future? Not in the center of a big city, 
but somewhere where there would 
be water, clean air and good soils to 

grow our food. Now I believed God 
might be calling us to find land to pre-
serve and steward. 

Ron said yes to my question right 
away. We determined the geograph-
ical limitations, somewhere between 
Charlotte and Winston Salem, and 
thus began our year’s search for land. 
We prayed God would guide us and 
give us signs along the way to direct 
us to that special land. God did pro-
vide! 

After many months of searching, we 
learned of a 170-acre farm on the Pee 
Dee River in Stanly County, due east 
of Charlotte. It seemed a little too far 
out in the boonies, but Ron said he 
thought the land was speaking to him 
after a visit with the realtor. I thought 
we should spend a day by ourselves 
walking the land, touching it, feeling 
it and smelling it. So we did, and while 
we were sitting at the river’s edge, 
one and then two and then three ea-
gles flew by, up and down the river 
and down out of a tree - in the form 
of the cross some of us make during 
worship. The blessing! God was show-
ing us the sign of his blessing! It was 
because of this sign we later named 
the farm 3 Eagles Sanctuary.  

That same day, Ron’s name appeared 
literally on the land, giving us further 
confirmation. His childhood name was 
Jeep, so when Ron found an old Jeep 
vehicle insignia in the sand at the riv-
er, he said, “Lord, I get it. You don’t 
need to hit me upside the head. This 
is the land!” We prayed and hoped 
and finally had our offer accepted, 
and after a year spent building our 
homestead, we moved from the mid-
dle of Charlotte to our rural country 
home in December, 2006. 

Our search began in earnest on how 

to steward the land. At that time, 50 
acres were in conventional row crops 
leased by some local farmers growing 
cotton that season. We learned 
enough to know that cotton, unless 
grown organically, is one of the most 
damaging crops to the soil, due to the 
need for high chemical inputs. We 
told the farmers no more cotton, so 
they continued with corn and soy-
beans for a couple of years as we 
were filling out the homestead gar-
dens and learning the ways of country 
and farm life. 

Then we realized conventional row 
crops in general could be destructive 
to the soil unless grown organically. 
The farmers had already begun no-till 
farming, and that was a positive 
move. They were not growing cover 
crops in the winter to help prevent 
erosion, however, and we cringed 
when, one season, a small plane dive-
bombed our fields with sprays of 
chemicals. We had to run to cover our 
beehives from the cloud of pesticides. 
It was the final straw. Something had 
to change. 

That is when we asked Tony and his 
partner from Earthwise to come help 
us discern what God was calling us to 
do with this land. But “listen to the 
land?” How does one listen to the 
land? Tony was actually telling us that 
if we wanted to connect with the 
land, to reconnect with the land that 
was calling for natural ways to use the 
soil, we had to observe the land, 
watch it for a couple of seasons, and 
see how nature was working. Now 
for city folks, even someone like me 
who had grown up talking about 
possibly living on a farm someday, 
that was a mystery. But once again, 
God gave us signs as we listened 
and researched, and we learned 

                        DIOCESAN NEWS 

Reconnecting to the Land 
By Nancy Bryant, Diocesan House (Raleigh) 
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Trinity is blessed in its pa-
rishioners. All unique, with 
our own stories, God has 
drawn each of us here to be 
Trinity.  
 
Jane Getsinger 
Jane was born in Statesville 
and her family’s early reli-
gious involvement was at 
First Baptist Church. When 
Jane was in the third grade 
her family began attending 
Trinity Episcopal and Trinity 
became an integral part of 
her family’s life. 
 
After her high school sweet-
heart James Jennings grad-
uated from East Carolina 
University in 1968, James 
and Jane felt pulled to the 
new Lake Norman region. 
Many good things hap-
pened there. They raised 
their three children Abigail, 
David and Michael. Jane 
fulfilled a dream of getting 
a degree in Art Education 
from UNCC. James started a 
business venture Lake Nor-
man Realty. And, together 
with several other families 
they started an Episcopal 
mission St. Peter-by-the-
Lake Episcopal Church. For-
ty- five years later, St. Pe-
ter’s is a thriving contrib-
uting church in the Lake 
Norman area. 
 
In 1990, the family moved 
up the lake into Iredell 
county and St. Peter’s was 
too far a drive. There was a 
need for a well-located Epis-
copal church in Mooresville 

and James felt another mis-
sion was needed. 
 St. Patrick’s was started 
with several other families. 
Jane feels, being a part of 
starting these churches and 
working with others to do 
so has been enriching be-
yond words. It has helped 
too when life’s trials have 
presented themselves. 
Jane’s family lost James to 
cancer in 1999 and they lost 
their son David in 2011. 
 
The church has been there 
for the joyful times too. Lay-
ton Getsinger has helped 
Jane rebuild her life. They 
married in 2005. They love 
contributing to Trinity.  In 
coming full circle back to 
Trinity, Jane feels this is 
where that strong need for 
what the Episcopal Church 
offered to her in the grow-
ing up years began. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             PARISH NEWS 

Getting to Know You 
Jane Getsinger and Renee Gilliam 

 
Renee Gilliam 
Renee was born in Bristol, 
Tennessee as an only child. 
She was raised Presbyteri-
an and attended Milligan 
College, a liberal arts 
school in Tennessee, gradu-
ating with a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Communications, 
and later a Masters of Edu-
cation. 
    
In 2008 she married Jason 
Gilliam, also born in Ten-
nessee. Jason was raised 
Baptist, but they both were 
drawn to a more traditional 
worship service. Visiting 
Trinity, they decided it was 
a really nice fit. 
    
Renee and Jason tried to 
have children on their own 
but were unsuccessful. 
They knew they wanted to 
be parents, so they decided 
to be foster parents. They 
have fostered a couple of 
children who were ulti-
mately reunited with their 
birth families - which is a 
very hard separation to go 
through. 
But then they were able to 
foster and adopt Garrett at 
just 8 days old! One year 

later, they fostered anoth-
er little boy that they call 
Bo. He was only a month 
and a half old when they 
got him, and they are still 
working through the adop-
tion process with Bo. 
Things are coming along 
and hopefully it will be offi-
cial very soon. 
     
Then along came Parker - 
the biological little brother 
of Garrett. He is only 5 
months younger than Bo. 
His adoption went through 
smoothly because the 
courts like to try and keep 
siblings together. So now 
they are a family of FIVE!!! 
And what fun they have 
with three boys running 
around! 
    
Jason works for Amtrak as 
an engineer and goes out 
of town quite often. Renee 
stays home with the boys 
and plans to homeschool 
Garrett in the fall. While 
Renee’s parents still live in 
Tennessee and help when 
they can, her “favorite 
Aunt” has moved to 
Statesville to their very 
neighborhood to help and 
be closer with the boys - a 
blessing to them all! 
Renee said they love 
Statesville and Trinity and 
plan to stay for a long time. 
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FROM THE VESTRY 

Adult Education 
By Clay Crouch 

God wants us to grow up, 
to know the whole truth 
and tell it in love—like 
Christ in everything. We 
take our lead from Christ, 
who is the source of every-
thing we do. He keeps us in 
step with each other. His 
very breath and blood flow 
through us, nourishing us 
so that we will grow up 
healthy in God, robust in 
love.  Ephesians 4:15-16 
(The Message) 
 
This beautiful passage from 
St. Paul reminds us that 
Christian formation is 
not only for children and 
youth, but it is a lifelong 
and necessary endeavor for 
believers of all ages.   
Growing robust in love is at 
the heart of Adult Ed.   
 
On Sunday mornings at 
9:30, Brad is currently lead-
ing us through a series enti-
tled Walk in Love - Episco-
pal Belief and Practic-
es.  Through the The Book 
of Common Prayer we are 
learning about the liturgical 
year, the sacraments of the 
church, habits of daily pray-
er, and the teachings of 
Anglican Christianity.   
 
Whether you are a new-
comer or a  lifelong Episco-
palian, this series is sure to 
encourage your faith. 

 
If you haven’t participated 
in Adult Ed on Sunday 
mornings, I hope you will 
consider joining us.  
 
Lenten groups have just 
wrapped up.  
We had wonderful attend-
ance at the annual movie & 
dinner discussion, watching 
the Mr. Rogers documen-
tary, Won't You Be My 
Neighbor?  Great youth par-
ticipation in Lent Madness, 
a tournament-like elimina-
tion bracket way to partici-
pate in the Lenten devo-
tions, and a small group 
book and Bible study. 
 
Clay Crouch can be reached 
at clay.crouch@gmail.com 
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Reconnecting, cont. 

continued from p. 9 

about Conservation Reserve Pro-
grams (CRP) from our local farm 
agency staff. CRPs are federally 
funded programs for farmers to set 
aside certain acreage for soil or wa-
ter or wildlife conservation. Until 
we could decide how to grow food 
sustainably on our land, we decid-
ed to put most of it in several pro-
grams, beginning with a wildlife 
corridor to help bring back the likes 
of quail and to establish native 
grasses and wildflowers to replen-
ish the soil. 

We decided to set aside about 10 
acres in cover crops, however, in 
case someone might want to come 
and farm here organically, to really 
reconnect with the soil’s biomass, 
to grow vegetables and small live-
stock for the surrounding markets. 
While we were waiting to learn 
what God might have in store for 
us on those 10 acres, Ron and I 
thought of establishing an incuba-
tor farm like the Lomax Incubator 
Farm (near Concord, NC) to serve 
the surrounding counties, bringing 
in people who wanted to learn how 
to farm organically and sustainably. 
After two years of gathering sup-
port, a group of us established the 
Upper Pee Dee Farm and Food 
Council in our three-county region. 
While the council was effective, we 
still had 10 acres without a farmer. 

Meanwhile, Three Rivers Land 
Trust (formerly the LandTrust for 
Central NC, an organization we 
worked with and supported) knew 
we were looking for a farmer. One 
day we got an email from the direc-
tor saying a young man had con-
tacted them about needing some 
acreage to establish his organic 

small farm. His name was Holt Ack-
ers-Campbell, and his farm partner 
was Hailey Sowden. They came 
down from Vermont where they 
were working on organic farms to 
put their hands in our soil and to get 
to know us. After several months of 
talks and negotiations, we signed a 
102-year lease to establish his farm 
at 3 Eagles Sanctuary. He called his 
farm Lazy Heron Farm. 

On the approximately 10 acres Holt 
began working with Hailey in No-
vember, 2016, they were able to es-
tablish a Community Supported Ag-
riculture (CSA) that served 40 fami-
lies the first year and more than 60 
families the second year. They 
worked the farmers markets in Al-
bemarle and Charlotte in addition to 
several other endeavors. They were 
amazing to watch in the fields as 
they built their infrastructure from 
scratch, all the while putting in their 
crops and creating their vision of a 
sustainable world. The most amaz-
ing part for us was to watch them 
work the two draft horses, Sonny 
and Kate, they had brought down 
from Vermont to work the “natural 
way.” While not certified organic, 
Holt used no chemicals at all, only 
natural inputs of manure and lime 
and the like. He and Hailey refur-
bished, renewed and reconnected 
with the soil, and the soil brought 
forth life under their care. Holt pro-
vided untold amounts of produce 
for the local Community Table, so 
those folks had good, nutritious 
foods from Lazy Heron. 

The Rt. Rev. Sam Rodman, in the 
“Reconnecting to the Land” priority 
of the diocese, reminds us of our 
responsibilities to the land on which 
we live, and the imperative we all 
must feel and answer to protect the 

earth and work to restore its declining 
health. Ron and I have lived here for 12 
years now. We continue to re-evaluate 
our responsibilities and options for 
the use of the land, the woods, the 
rest of the CRPs, Holt’s acreage and 
the floodplain fields where we’ve 
planted 6,000 hardwood trees 
(because that’s what the floodplain 
fields “told” us they want). Unfortu-
nately, after two years of backbreak-
ing work, Holt had to move back 
home to be near his family to help 
with his father’s illness, so Lazy Heron 
Farm lies quietly waiting for whatever 
we discern God is calling for next. Hai-
ley, on the other hand, is working the 
farm we bought for her and her fian-
cé, Mike, in southwest Virginia. She is 
working her dream of establishing her 
own sustainable farm and will lease 
from us until she and Mike buy it in a 
few years. 

The Bible calls us to be good stewards 
of God’s Good Earth. God made us 
from the very soil of this earth, and 
everything on this earth is made from 
the same 92 elements. Everything is 
connected, but we humans in this 
modern world, in the first world coun-
tries at least, have broken our connec-
tions to the earth in so many ways, 
due to the old sins of power and 
greed and the loss of formerly sustain-
able ways. 

Wendell Berry, poet and writer, re-
minds us that none of us can really 
own land. We can only hold it in trust 
to nourish. That is why Ron and I call 
ourselves stewards of 3 Eagles Sanctu-
ary. We are listening, Lord, listening 
and watching for you and the land to 
tell us what is next, always ready to 
reconnect with you and your glorious 
Creation. 
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As we go into the season of Lent and 
prepare for the holiday that we praise 
God for His risen Son, I have a few 
things on my heart and mind. 
My mom was diagnosed with breast 
cancer in January, and now two months 
later, is cancer free. I sometimes neglect 
thanking God for His many blessings 
that are often times taken for granted. 
Being a stay at home mom with three 
boys under the age of four, I sometimes 
get overwhelmed and look for another 
outlet in my life. I was reminded this 
week of how fortunate we are to have a 
home and these children to whom fill it 
up. 
A larger house in our neighborhood 
came up for sale, and as I usually do, I 
got extremely excited way too fast. As I 

was re-decorating it in my mind, rear-
ranging the rooms, and convincing my 
husband that we needed more space, I 
became a person obsessed with a 
“thing”. When my husband was sweet 
enough to humor me and go look at the 
house, I realized that what we already 
had was an extreme blessing. We al-
ready had enough space, more updates 
than I realized, and the perfect home 
for our family. 
I feel like a lot of times we take for 
granted our true blessings on this earth. 
As I think of Jesus dying on the cross 
and then entering Heaven to sit next to 
our Creator, I think of what it will be like 
when we enter Heaven. No house, no 
money, no clothes on our body. All of 
our worldly possessions will become 

dust one day. Our true blessing on East-
er, and through Lent, is realizing that 
we have the ultimate possession, which 
is our faith in Jesus Christ. Another 
blessing is knowing that one day we will 
be sitting in Heaven where the only 
thing that we have with us will be the 
peace, comfort, happiness, and love 
that has filled us on this earth. 
 
Renee Gilliam can be reached at sax-
paw@yahoo.com 

Episcoparenting Corner 

Milestones 

Birthdays 
APRIL 
4/1 Rich Griggs 
4/2  Michael Coltham, Vicki Holland 
4/3 Julia Holland 
4/4 Ellyn Mullis, Addison Tsumas 
4/5 Tanner Marko, Tuck Criswell 
4/8 Jeff Holland 
4/9 Lucy Hites 
4/12 Bill Holland, Natalie Marsh, Ron 
 Smith 
4/14 Adana Davis 
4/19 Philip Quarantiello, Elizabeth 
 Sheeks  
4/20 Barbara Crouch, Buddy John
 son 
4/21 John Babilon, Bill Leach 
4/24 Neal Wilfong 
4/28 Madison Peters 
4/29 Patricia Bosshart  

 
MAY 
5/4 David Landry 
5/8 Megan Davis  
5/10 Joy Allison, Charles Davis, Jr.  
5/15 Trudy Goodman, Larry Trott 
5/16 Keith Crouch 
5/17 RaeMarie Clark, Ava Harwell, 

 Margaret Johnson, Ansley Tsu
 mas 
5/18 Sherry Flowe  
5/19 Martha Neely, Derek Wilson 
5/23 Aston Johnson, Jackie Warren 
5/24 Locke Allison, Sarah Borders 
5/26 Will Fanjoy, Rob Hites, Susan 
 Long, Monica Trott, Jim Vacca 
5/27 Paul Tsumas 
5/29 Nora Davis 
5/30 Bill Balatow, Julia Scott, Deb 
 Rutledge-Holt 
 

 
Anniversaries 
APRIL 
4/3 Sam and Judy McDowell 
4/5 Don and Joan French 
4/11 Bill and Julia Holland 
4/12 Joe and Laura Peters 
4/19 Richard and Jean Tatum 
4/27 Philip and Mary Dulin 
 
MAY 
5/4 Clay and Susan Crouch, Ray 
 and Leslie Lackey 
5/11 Chuck and Marcia Lindler 

5/18 Andy and Cindy Booker 
5/22 Elliott and Heather Harwell 
5/27 Kirk and Amy Lawton 
5/28 Waltar and Denise Fox 
 
 
Please send any obituaries or birth notices 
to thesixkillerlibrarian@gmail.com for 
inclusion in Topics. 
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P.O. Box 1103 Statesville, NC  28687  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Remember, remember, the 
Parish Hall  four Septembers 
ago? This shot from Topics,  

September 2014. 


