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We enjoyed  a great trip 
with Trinity Youth and par-
ents to the  conference and 
retreat center at  Camp 
Kanuga in Hendersonville, 
NC. You can see more pho-
tos on Trinity Talks, our Fa-

cebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/
trinitysvl/  
 
Read more on page 5 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Notes from the Kalahari 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When I discovered 14 members of our Diocese recent-
ly traveled to Botswana on a love journey, I was over 
the moon! My Peace Corps service was very near 
there, with the BaTswana people in South Africa, at 
the very Southern tip of the Kalahari Desert. (If you 
have any interest reading about that journey, I kept a 
blog here https://jennefferinafrica.blogspot.com/ ) 
 
In June, those people who hosted our diocese from 
Botswana journeyed here to North Carolina for a 
week of worship and friendship building. Jasmir and I 
drove to Highpoint after work on a Monday to attend 
an evening prayer service with them.  
 
There were six in total, and I was able to greet two of 
the women in their native tongue, and briefly de-
scribe to them where I lived, in Logaganeng Village, 
and why I wanted to come see them. I’m not sure 
why I felt so compelled to go and be there with them, 
but I was drawn like a magnet and had to heed that 
pull. The kids giggled as I practiced my Setswana the 
night before, at the dinner table, and Jasmir tried his 
best, “pleased to meet you, “ ke itumella go go itse. 
 
The Tswana language is full of idioms, and I never did 
become fluent, although, I can read and pronounce it 
well. I get asked that on a fairly regular basis, and 
here is my answer: I was asked and expected to be 
everything for everybody, much like a mom. A com-
munity advocate, fixer, a grant-writer, permaculture 
gardener, teacher, and everything else in between. If 
I would have taken the time to study and practice 
language fluency, I would not have been able to make 
a real impact anywhere else. Yes, it’s important to 
connect with people from the heart, to make them 
feel like they are valued, through their native tongue, 
but mentoring the volunteer librarian and helping 
another village start a library seems like a pretty good 
job to me.  

https://www.facebook.com/trinitysvl/
https://www.facebook.com/trinitysvl/
https://www.facebook.com/trinitysvl/
https://jennefferinafrica.blogspot.com/
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Around the 
Parish 

 

 Each summer Sunday, feel 
free to bring any extra pro-
duce you grow to 
church.  After church, folks 
can "purchase" produce by 
donating to Iredell Christian 
Ministries.  Unclaimed pro-
duce will also go to ICM. 
 
Last year, we were ambi-
tious in our basil garden, 
and even after making copi-
ous batches of pesto, even 
making basil vinegar, we 
had bushels and bushels 
leftover to share. If this 

happens to you, you can 
also make a batch of basil 
deviled eggs to share with 
your neighbors or parish-
ioners.  
 
Recipe inspired by Martha 
Stewart: 
 
Basil Deviled Eggs 
Dozen eggs 
Generous 1/3 cup Duke’s 
mayonnaise  
Generous 1/3 cup basil pes-
to 
Salt and pepper to taste 

 
Cover eggs in pot with 
clean water and bring to a 
boil. Boil 1 minute, take off 
heat, put lid on, steam in 
pot for 7 minutes. 
Drain water, rinse in cold 
water, shaking pot to crack 
eggs. Plunge into ice water 
and wait at least 20 minutes 
for eggs to completely cool 
before peeling.  
 
Slice peeled eggs in half, 
emptying yolks into a small 
bowl. Mash with a fork until 

Summer Farmer’s Market 

Celebrating God’s Bounty 

Photograph by Bill Leach 

smooth. Mix in mayonnaise 
and pesto, seasoning to 
taste with salt and pepper. 
Add more pesto if you like. 
Scoop into a piping bag and 
fill whites. Then, watch 
them disappear.  
 
Homemade basil pesto 
Pick about a gallon bag size 
of basil leaves. Wash three 
times in large bowls of 
clean water, spin or pat dry. 
Peel 2 heads worth fresh 
garlic cloves and place in 
food processor or mortar 
pestle. Sprinkle 1 t salt over 
garlic cloves, add basil, and 
process with Extra Virgin 
Olive Oil until it starts to 
become a paste. Add salt 
and pepper to taste.  
Fill empty ice cube trays and 
freeze before storing in air-
tight containers for 6-12 
months, until next season’s 
basil is ready. 
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July 

14 
Palm Sunday Service 

10:30am 

21 
Easter Vigil 6:30am 

Eucharist 8:00am & 10:30am 

Egg Hunt 9:30am 
 

 
Aug 

1 
Earth Day Celebration 

TBA 

6 
Ash Wednesday 

10 
Senior Lunch 

12:00pm 

24 
Trinity Artist Series 

Davidson Jazz Ensemble 
3:00pm 

31 
Rise Against Hunger meal 

packing event 
12:00 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The youth and adults all had 
a wonderful time at Kanuga, 
an Episcopal conference and 
retreat center in Henderson-
ville, NC.   
 
On Friday, we explored the 
grounds (including a beauti-
ful outdoor chapel) and 
played basketball.  Then eve-
ryone gathered for fellow-
ship, including a trivia game, 
card playing and rock paint-
ing.   
 

 
 
Saturday began with an ex-
citing hike and picnic lunch 
to Bridal Veil Falls in the 
Dupont Forest.  Everyone 
enjoyed playing in the water 
and walking behind the 
falls.  We found a beautiful 
painted rock that someone 
had left there as well as a 
bird’s nest with 5 eggs in it 
under the waterfall.   
 
 
 

The rest of the afternoon 
was spent playing in the lake 
at Kanuga, then we finished 
out the day with a campfire 
and s’mores and some heat-
ed games of ga-ga ball!   
 
After a delicious breakfast 
on Sunday (including the 
famous Kanuga toast), eve-
ryone headed back to 
Statesville. 
 
Trinity has a wonderful 
group of youth and their 
parents!  It was such a fun 
weekend together! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Kanuga was built in the early 
1900s. In 1928, the North 
Carolina dioceses purchased 
the property, and grew it in 
size over the next ten years. 
It is  now the biggest Episco-
pal retreat center in the 
USA! To read more about it, 
visit their website, which is 
very informative. You can 
also book a trip. Find out 

more at https://
www.kanuga.org/  

Annual Youth Trip  
By Elizabeth Rankin 

 
 Kanuga provides grants and 
 scholarship opportunities, for 
 adults and children. Contact 
 Gary Giniat at (828)233-
 2816 

 or gary.giniat@kanuga.org  

https://www.kanuga.org/
https://www.kanuga.org/
mailto:gary.giniat@kanuga.org
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Dear friends, 
       Many historians would 
say that the most influential 
follower of Jesus ever was 
the apostle Paul.  In the first 
chapter of his letter to the 
Galatians, Paul presents a 
brief autobiography as he 
justifies why he, a former 
persecutor of the church, 
now dares to proclaim 
Christ to them.  He recalls 
his Damascus Road conver-
sion, when “God called 
[him] through his grace.”  
But then, as he gets into 
the second chapter he 
writes, “then again after 
fourteen years….”  From 
the time of his conversion 
until his public ministry be-
gan at least fourteen years 
elapsed.  Fourteen years!  
Until I came across this pas-

sage I thought Paul had 
begun to write his epistles 
immediately after his con-
version and baptism.  But 
not so.   
 That fourteen-year 
period was obviously not 
idle time.  After his experi-
ence on the Damascus 
Road, Paul was formed as a 
Christian by his engage-
ment with other Christians.  
He was formed as a disciple 
before he began his mission 
of making other disciples.  
Of course Paul provides a 
wonderful example of the 
importance of Christian for-
mation for all of us.  None 
of us emerges fully formed 
at once into the likeness of 
Christ.  That formation is 
our life’s work. Regardless 
of our ages, we are all being 

formed more and more ful-
ly as Christians by our par-
ticipation in Christian disci-
plines.  Unfortunately, our 
first definition of the word 
discipline is too often 
“punishment,” but actually 
the word means 
“teaching.” Here we see 
that.  The church is the 
school of love through 
which we learn to be disci-
ples.  Our discipline, or in-
struction, is not a mere mat-
ter of learning facts, alt-
hough learning the salva-
tion story of scripture is 
vital.  Rather, our instruc-
tion forms us in the likeness 
of Christ and teaches us to 
follow in the way of the 
cross, which is the way of 
life and love.  That’s the 
formation which Paul re-

ceived after his conversion, 
and that is the way he lived. 
 Formation happens 
in many ways.  For our kids, 
it happens through Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible 
School, Children’s Choir, 
intergenerational pro-
grams, and participation in 
worship.  It also happens as 
children observe their par-
ents and other Christians at 
church and elsewhere.  Are 
our lives forming children 
as disciples of Jesus? 
 Our youth form us 
and are formed by us as 
they serve and play togeth-
er, taking their part in the 
Christian community.  
Young families are learning 
the sacred story together 
and bearing one another’s 
burdens, being faithful for 

REV. BRAD MULLIS 

Good work takes time 
“None of us emerges fully formed into the likeness of Christ” 
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one another when 
faith is difficult, and 
their children see 
this happen, not just 
on Sunday mornings 
but throughout the 
week.  Over time 
they come to under-
stand, “so this is how 
we show Christ to 
one another and to a 
broken world.” 
 While we all 
share the responsibil-
ity of forming one 
another as Christians 
by our love and ser-
vice and good exam-
ple, I hope you will 
consider a particular 
role as a teacher of 
children or leader of 
youth.  These special 
relationships can be 
of lasting importance 
in molding the next 
generation of Jesus-
followers.  If one of 
these roles is not for 
you, I hope you will 
consider committing 
to a more regular 
participation in Chris-
tian education, 
where we learn the 
story and more 
deeply open our-
selves to be formed 
by it.  
Paul’s formation did 
not stop when he 
began his missionary 
journeys; nor does 
ours ever cease.  
Through our Chris-
tian Education, wor-
ship, fellowship, and 
service in Christ’s 
name we too are 
formed more fully in 
Christ’s image.  
Through these Chris-
tian disciplines we 
become disciples 

who are making a difference in 
God’s world. 
 Whatever your age, 
wherever you are, God is not 
through with you.  God has 
begun a great work in you.  
Pray for the grace and 
strength and courage to ac-
complish God’s will in your life.  
Remember Paul, and do not be 
afraid. 
 
-Peace, Brad+ 
  
Father Brad Mullis is the rector 
at Trinity Episcopal Church. He 
can be reached at rec-
tor@trinitysvl.org 
 

DEACON  
HENRIETTA WILLIAMS 
 
From The Deacon 
God is Love.  Smile; God loves 
you.  Love makes the world go 
around.  Jesus loves me, this I 
know. God loves you just the 
way you are. 
We have seen and heard these 
sayings all our lives but do they 
really mean anything?  Are they 
just meaningless cliches? Does 
anyone really believe in love 
anymore? How can anyone, let 
alone God, love me just as I 
am?  I may put up a good front 

Fun Facts

for the rest of the world but 
deep down, I know how really 
worthless and unlovable I am. 
Do you have days when the 
preceding paragraph describes 
your feelings, when you feel un
-loving and unlovable and find 
the thought of love in connec-
tion to God incomprehensi-
ble?  Both the concept of God 
loving you and you loving God 
have nothing to do with your 
reality. 
Have you ever fallen in love at 
first sight?  You see someone 
or something and instantly you 
know that that person or thing 
will forevermore be part of 
who you are.  You don’t need 
to know anything about them, 
you just want to be in their 
presence, to possess that 
thing. 
I remember a VW Bus that I fell 
in love with.  It was a real lem-
on of a vehicle but I loved it 
and mourned its death. I also 
fell in love with my husband 
the first time I laid eyes on him. 
I knew nothing about him, not 
even his name but I knew that 
I would spend the rest of my 
life with him, that God had or-
dained our relationship.  I can’t 
begin to explain how I knew 
that, but I knew it with the 
same knowledge that I know 
the sayings with which this 
story began are in fact true. 
God does love us, each of us 
individually with all our faults 
and failures, totally and uncon-
ditionally.  Think of those times 
in your life when you have felt 
completely accepted. Perhaps 
it was a child who saw you 
coming and came running to 
you, calling your name and 
grabbing you around the knees 
with a totally abandoned 
hug.  This is the way God re-
sponds to us whenever we 
approach. God comes running 
to us with arms open wide 

ready for a big hug. That is also 
the way we should respond to 
God, running with wide open 
arms. 
How do we hug God?  First we 
accept the fact that God does 
love us.  We don’t try to ex-
plain or understand it any 
more that we try to explain or 
understand how or why we fell 
in love with anyone or any-
thing we have fallen in love 
with. One of the hardest things 
for us to do in this society is to 
say thank you, to accept that 
someone loves us and wants 
to do something for us just 
because they like us or want to 
please us.  We always look for 
a motive, an explanation, 
whenever anyone is nice to us. 
We feel we must pay them 
back, we don’t want to owe 
them anything. We hug God by 
saying thank you, I want to be 
hugged by you some more. I 
like being in your presence. I 
don’t understand why you love 
me, what you want of me, but 
I like being loved by you. 
Please don’t stop loving me. 
Next we hug God by being nice 
to ourselves, by accepting our-
selves as part of God’ creation 
and worthy of God’s 
love.  Only when we love our-
selves are we able to love oth-
ers and accept the love others 
have to give us. This does not 
mean we continue in our sinful 
ways without any attempt to 
overcome sin, but that we ac-
cept the reality of our sinful 
nature and that with God’s 
help we can become more like 
the person God created us to 
be. 
Lastly we hug God by hugging 
creation.  We learn to love and 
accept all people. We don’t 
have to like their behavior but 
we can learn to love the per-
son and help improve their 
behavior.  Cont. p 14 

God Is 
Love 

mailto:rector@trinitysvl.org
mailto:rector@trinitysvl.org
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DIOCESEAN NEWS 

Holy Land Pilgrimage 
& Caminando with Jesus 

Holy Land 
 
Did you know our Dio-
cese , The Diocese of 
North Carolina is plan-
ning another pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land Janu-
ary 27 - February 7, 
2020.  
 
Led once again by the 
Rt. Rev. Anne Hodges-
Copple, the Rev. Sally 
French (St. Philip's, 
Durham) and the Rev. 
David Umphlett (St. 
Mary's, High Point), the 
journey will include vis-
its to Jerusalem, Bethle-
hem and Galilee.  
 
Registration is now 
open, and we encour-
age you to read the full 
brochure, visit the 
event page, and begin 
to dream.   
 
Link to the video 
 

Caminando with Jesus 
 
Our diocese is also host-
ing a reflection series 
called, ‘Caminando with 
Jesus.’ Caminando is 
Spanish for walking, 
and these devotions are 

available in both English 
and Spanish languages.  
 

Delivered to your inbox 
every Wednesday, voic-
es from around the Dio-
cese offer thoughts and 
insights on the Gospel 
reading for the upcom-
ing Sunday. It's a great 
moment to reflect in 
your own mind or in 
preparation to go deep-
er when you gather on 
Sunday. Don't miss an 
edition: subscribe your-
self and tell a friend! 
 
Here is an excerpt from 
June 19th’s edition, 
written by the Rev. Car-
men Germino , new rec-
tor at St. Albans in Da-
vidson, NC, called, Let’s 
All Be Exorcists: 
 
Jesus and his disciples 
arrived at the country of 
the Gerasenes, which is 
opposite Galilee. As he 
stepped out on land, a 
man of the city who had 
demons met him. For a 
long time he had worn 
no clothes, and he did 
not live in a house but in 
the tombs. When he saw 
Jesus, he fell down be-

fore him and shouted at 
the top of his voice, 
"What have you to do 
with me, Jesus, Son of 
the Most High God? I beg 
you, do not torment 
me" -- for Jesus had 
commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the 
man. (For many times it 
had seized him; he was 
kept under guard and 
bound with chains and 
shackles, but he would 
break the bonds and be 
driven by the demon 
into the wilds.) Jesus 
then asked him, "What 
is your name?" He said, 
"Legion"; for many de-
mons had entered him. 
They begged him not to 
order them to go back 
into the abyss. 
  
Now there on the 
hillside a large herd of 
swine was feeding; and 
the demons begged Je-
sus to let them enter 
these. So he gave them 
permission. Then the 
demons came out of the 
man and entered the 
swine, and the herd 
rushed down the steep 
bank into the lake and 
was drowned. 

  
When the swineherds saw what had 
happened, they ran off and told it in 
the city and in the country. Then 
people came out to see what had 
happened, and when they came to 
Jesus, they found the man from 
whom the demons had gone sitting 
at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in 
his right mind. And they were afraid. 
Those who had seen it told them 
how the one who had been pos-
sessed by demons had been healed. 
Then all the people of the surround-
ing country of the Gerasenes asked 
Jesus to leave them; for they were 
seized with great fear. So he got into 
the boat and returned. The man 
from whom the demons had gone 
begged that he might be with him; 
but Jesus sent him away, saying, 
"Return to your home, and declare 
how much God has done for you." So 
he went away, proclaiming through-
out the city how much Jesus had 
done for him. 
  
- Luke 8:26-39 
  
We modern readers don’t really 
know what to do with exorcism 
when we encounter it in scripture. 
We often want to put it over to the 
side in a box with polygamy, animal 
sacrifice and other stuff from the 
Bible that doesn’t make much 
sense to us nowadays. We some-
times try to explain demon posses-
sion in scripture as mental illness, 
but that’s not really a satisfactory 
explanation because, in the ancient 
world, demons were not consid-
ered a medical issue but rather a 
spiritual one. They were, quite 
simply, evil—the sort of evil that 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3265203/Booking_Form_-_Holy_Land_Pilgrimage_2020.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3265201/Holy_Land_Pilgrimage_2020.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3265201/Holy_Land_Pilgrimage_2020.pdf
https://www.dionc.org/digital_faith/events/3181151
https://www.dionc.org/digital_faith/events/3181151
https://vimeo.com/241928929
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001RgvbKVLa7a5OhErjSqGAzWoTIK15aPMUVMFLfE1v_zFNFb0MmbyUtmO7NXYe2uNZHcnkWttjNZuR73bTeNZ7k9647uazJpypevz8XFT4ono%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001RgvbKVLa7a5OhErjSqGAzWoTIK15aPMUVMFLfE1v_zFNFb0MmbyUtmO7NXYe2uNZHcnkWttjNZuR73bTeNZ7k9647uazJpypevz8XFT4ono%3D
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Why does Trinity have two Crosses 
carried in at the 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
service?  
 
Do you have any other questions 
and wonder about while resting in a 
pew before the service begins?   
 
Well, last September, we celebrated 
50 years as Episcopalians here on 
Henkel Road as well as the 50th an-
niversary of the merger of Trinity 
Episcopal Church on Walnut Street 
and Holy Cross Episcopal Church on 
Washington Street.   
 
In addition to the union of these 
two Episcopal congregations (one 
Black – one White) into a united 
church family on Henkel Road, the 
brass Crosses that had lead these 
two formerly segregated congrega-
tions of Christians for decades on 
Washington Street and Walnut 
Street were once again jointly car-
ried by acolytes leading in and then 
out of the service.  These are the 
same two Crosses used to this day 
some 2600+ processions later.  Just 
how old are these two Crosses is 
unknown to this writer.  Perhaps 
someone will know or someone will 
recover a misplaced record some-
day, but to me, these two Crosses 
are the ever present symbols of 
thousands of worshippers in their 
times of joy and sadness, who have 
come and continue to come to pray, 
worship and greet one another now 
on Henkel Road. 
 
When you walked through the dou-
ble entrance doors of Trinity, you 
entered the narthex, a Greek word 
for porch or vestibule, where you 

are greeted and directed to the 
main body of the church and to a 
pew or seat. 
 
Did you know that once you are 
seated comfortably in a pew (I really 
believe the pews at Trinity are rest-
ful), you are in the nave?  Nave 
comes from the Latin word navis, 
meaning ship.  Gazing at the ceiling, 
you may imagine the hull of a great 
ship, an arc, able to carry one to 
safety – to salvation.   
 
While seated, other images will 
command your attention, including 
the Crosses noted above resting in 
their permanent holders before the 
altar, the pulpit, and the lectern.  
The raised platform is called the 
chancel on the end of the interior to 
the raised part which is the sanctu-
ary containing the altar. 
  
Sixteen other images that may at-
tract your attention are the stained 
glass windows. Ours were made by 
a local company called Laws Stained 
Glass.  Behind and high above you 
as you rest in a pew are depictions 
of many scenes from the Old Testa-
ment.   
 
As you return to face the sanctuary, 
there is an equally large one with 
scenes from the New Testament.  
On your left are seven windows be-
ginning with a depiction of the Gar-
den of Eden and Adam and Eve to 
events culminating with Isaiah’s 
prophecy of the coming of Jesus.  
The transition to the seven windows 
on your right begins with the birth 
of Jesus on through to the Crucifix-
ion on to Pentecost (the birth of the 

Church).  In different locations and 
throughout our building are copies 
of a wonderfully illustrated booklet 
with a detailed explanation of these 
sixteen windows for anyone to 
read, borrow, learn, and enjoy.  To 
give just one example of the many 
details of each depiction is the third 
window on the left (south) side of a 
wrestling match between a man 
and an angel (Jacob and perhaps 
God).  Jacob, as you know, was a 
flawed human having twice de-
ceived his brother Esau.  After cross-
ing a stream to avoid Esau, he en-
counters someone (perhaps his con-
science) resulting in a wrestling 
match ending at dawn and leaving a 
forever lamed but reformed Jacob 
to journey on.   
 
This window includes images of 
food and gifts used to coax Esau 
into a trade for his birthright.  The 
camp of tents across the river per-
haps is where Jacob’s family waits 
and the pursuing Esau is not far be-
hind.   
 
Finally, in the lower portion of the 
window is a twelve pointed star sig-
nifying the continuation of his lin-
age, the twelve tribes of Israel.   
Within each window are many won-
derful, rich, and meaningful stories 
we are reminded of through the 
Gospel, sermon, and lessons of each 
service. 
I mentioned above the pulpit (on 
your right as you sit facing the sanc-
tuary) and lectern (the left or south 
side).  
 
continued on p. 14 
 

                       AROUND THE PARISH 

History Lessons 
By Walter B. Patterson 
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Letty Phillips and Lori Lawrence are bringing a new min-
istry to Trinity. Their guiding purpose is to provide addi-
tional music opportunities for worship.  
 
According to Lori, “I don’t know anything about Trinity’s 
handbell history, but I have over 20 years experience 
ringing & love this gift!”  
 
Letty has experience leading a church bell choir, and par-
ticipating in 2 different community bell choirs.  
 
Chuck Lindler knew the backstory.  
“When I arrived at Trinity as organist/choirmaster in 1989 
the bell choir was inactive.  After Vestry approval we lo-
cated to the "bell loft" in the balcony at the rear of the 
church. There were 11 members. There is a picture of the 
original members posted in the choir room.   
 
We added clip-on lights and red table covers. The bells 
were serviced in later years by Jeffers Handbell Supply in 
South Carolina .They were completely taken apart and all 
moving parts replaced along with a good cleaning and 
polishing.  Schulmerich Bell Company cast the bells. Trini-
ty owns 3 octaves or 37 individual hand bells. A minimum 
of 11 ringers are needed to play 37 bells.  They are quite 
an investment and can add beauty to Episcopal wor-
ship.  We played the bells for preludes, offertories, and 
during distribution of communion. Christmas and Easter 
services were especially festive with bells.  Anyone can 
learn to play the bells but it takes a huge commitment of 
attendance at ALL rehearsals.  If one member is missing 
in rehearsals those bells are not played ,which poses a 
threat to the success of good musical performance.  Dur-
ing my years of directing the bell choir all the members 
had great fun and fellowship using their time and talent 
to inspire glorify God. “ 
 
 In the beginning  of their conversations about develop-
ing a bell choir,  Phillips and Lawrence  intended to offer 

music through the summer while the choir is on break. 
This is a bit unique as most choirs take summer off. Of 
course they will play year round, too.  
    
 Once the bell choir gets established, Lori would like to 
see them play once a month, but that might be overly 
ambitious right now.   
 
They are not yet ready to commit to a date for their first 
Sunday to play, but we already have 4 members. Given 
this small number of players, the two  will need to find 
some simple music that is manageable for this group. 
Another consideration in the choice of music is the wide 
variety of experience the current members have; ranging 
from beginner to over 20 years of experience each. 
 
After the first rehearsal, they identified some items that 
will need funding, such as maintenance and repairs on 
the bells, gloves, and lights for the music stands, which 
are needed because the balcony has limited lighting.  
 
The group is currently seeking donations to fund these 
events, as well as any other adults who are interested in  
participating. The group meets at 5:30pm on Fridays, 
next to the choir room. 
 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 
 
One of Lori’s favorite pieces is Grazioso by Arnold B. 
Sherman, taken from Handel. Watch it here https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3WB-YHU5bg 
 

                       AROUND THE PARISH 

Handbell Choir 
With contributions from Lori 
Lawrence and Chuck Lindler 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3WB-YHU5bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3WB-YHU5bg
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Trinity is blessed in its pa-
rishioners. All unique, with 
our own stories, God has 
drawn each of us here to be 
Trinity.  
 
Chris Shoobridge 
 
What are two things about 
you that nobody knows?  
 
My Great great grandfa-
ther,  William ("The Immi-
grant") Shoobridge  moved 
from England to Tasmania, 
Australia,  in 1822.  He lost 
his wife and several children 
during the long voyage on 
the Denmark Hill but took 
the first hops to Tasmania 
which enabled the begin-
ning of beer brewing in Aus-
tralia.   
My great great grandfather, 
Steven A. Douglas , debated 
Lincoln in the Lincoln Doug-
las debates. 
 
What is your proudest mo-
ment.   
 
Marrying my wife, Mag-
gie.  Seeing Sarah and 
James graduate.  I always 
urged them work hard 
and  to make good grades 
so they could do anything 
they wanted and that they 
did.   
 
Where are you from, where 
have you lived? 
 
 I grew up on a farm in Tas-
mania, the son of a hop 
grower from Tasmania and 
my mother the WWII WAC 
veteran from Greensboro, 

NC. I lived in coastal Tasma-
nia, graduated from the 
University of Tasmania and 
decided to visit Mother's 
homeland of  Greensboro 
NC expecting to stay for a 
year or two; but that was in 
1976 and I have been in NC 
since then.  I lived in Greens-
boro for  13 years and then a 
job relocaction brought 
us  to Statesville. 
  
What is your day to day life 
like, what do you do for liv-
ing?  
 
My first job in NC was work-
ing on a tobacco farm in 
Caswell County where I got 
a real and personal 
and  moving look at tradi-
tional plantation lifestyle in 
very rural NC. I have lots 
and lots of fond memories 
from there.  The kind and 
generous property owners 
to the tenant farmer for 
whom there may never 
have been a state record 
who pulled a trailer of to-
bacco  under moonlight. 
Then I had several other 
jobs including 20 years as a 
commercial property under-
writer for an insurance com-
pany until another location 
change brought me into 
real estate.  I love  working 
in real estate with the re-
wards of building bridges 
between buyers and 
sellers.  This work brings me 
into intimate details of peo-
ples lives for a time where I 
see the joys  of new home 
ownership, sometimes the 
sadness of selling a home 

             PARISH NEWS 

Getting to Know You 
Chris Shoobridge 

place and sometimes the 
rewards and disappoint-
ment in the market place.  I 
have built several homes 
for myself over the years 
and have enjoyed the fruits 
of my labors and the 
knowledge I gained in see-
ing my projects progress. 
Being in real estate the 
past 19 years has helped 
me continue  this process 
working vicariously 
through the day to day pro-
cess of  seeing transactions 
work through.  I love the 
flexibility of my work in 
being able to do my own 
daily planning as to when I 
work at home and at the 
office and when I show a 
house or mow my 
lawn.  My daylight hours 
begin and end with a walk 
in the woods behind our 
house where I enjoy  the 
peace and solace of  trails 

and creeks and the out-
doors with the dogs. We 
love out little 20 acre  farm 
and modest home in the 
Cool Spring area. 
 
Anything else you can think 
of you want to share?   
 
My wife Maggie has 
brought me joy over the 
years. Sometimes one can 
tend to focus on the dark 
side but she is always up-
beat and is a rock and an 
anchor in my life.  Trinity 
has had a special place in 
our lives all these years 
with the bene-
fits of  learning and wor-
ship, friends and fellow-
ship, 
and joys  and occasional sa
dness.    
 
Chris can be reached at 
chris@iredellhomes.com 
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FROM THE VESTRY 

Got Sneakers? 

We are excited to an-
nounce another opportuni-
ty to recycle as opposed to 
throwing away, and its 
coming in August 2019.  
 
We want your used - gently 
used rubber soled shoes. 
We want your used to the 
point you won't wear any-
more rubber soled shoes. 
We want your flat out , 
worn out, unwearable 
sneakers, running shoes, 
trainers, tennis shoes, rub-
ber soccer and baseball 
cleats; well, frankly any rub-
ber soled shoe - in any con-
dition. 
 
There's this organization 
called Got Sneakers. They 
been around since 2016. 
You can visit them on the 
web at https://
gotsneakers.com/ . 
 
Here's how it will work. We 
will collect the shoes the 
four Sundays in August. 
Then we will put the shoes 
in shipping bags provided 
by Got Sneakers and send 
them off, oh, they pay the 
shipping charges too - cool 
huh ? 
This is the really good part : 
Once Got Sneakers receives 
the shoes, all the footwear 

is counted and sorted. It is 
categorized based on size, 
style and condition. The 
wearable shoes are subse-
quently packed for distribu-
tion around the world, pri-
marily to micro-enterprises 
in impoverished countries 
such as : Bolivia, Chile, Hon-
duras, El Salvador, Ghana, 
Haiti, Nicaragua, Panama 
and Ukraine.  
 
The unwearable shoes are 
not discarded to the trash 
but rather sent through a 
recycling process that sepa-
rates, shreds and makes 
into reusable components. 
Got Sneakers will pay us $1/
ea for gently used foot-
wear and $0.10/ea for the 
worn out footwear.  
 
Monies once collected 
could go towards our com-
mitment to Habitat for Hu-
manity. 
 
We hope this opportunity 
excites you as much as it 
does us. Save the dates : 
August 4th, 11th, 18th and 
25th. 
 
Best Regards, 
Your Environmental Stew-
ardship Committee 
 

 

Habitat Pledge 
 
Currently, we are up to $11,600 in pledges for Habitat 
for Humanity! Give anytime here https://
www.ourtownshabitat.org/support-donate/make-a-
donation/, and make sure to comment “Trinity Episco-
pal Church Statesville” in the comment section 

https://gotsneakers.com/
https://gotsneakers.com/
https://www.ourtownshabitat.org/support-donate/make-a-donation/
https://www.ourtownshabitat.org/support-donate/make-a-donation/
https://www.ourtownshabitat.org/support-donate/make-a-donation/
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Reconnecting, cont. 

continued from p. 9 
 
Traditionally in Episcopal-Anglican-
Roman Catholic Churches, the lec-
tern is the platform from where a 
lay reader reads one or more pas-
sages from the open Holy Bible 
(usually repeated for the congrega-
tion in that Sunday’s bulletin) and 
the pulpit is the platform from 
which the minister discusses or 
“preaches the Gospel” just before 
the sermon.   
 
Traditionally, these two platforms 
are located in the opposite fashion, 
but I have not discovered why Trini-
ty’s are as they are (and indeed as 
with many things Anglican, written 
rules are scarce with tradition usu-

ally prevailing). 
Also traditionally, church worship 
halls were constructed with the 
sanctuary facing east so worship-
pers would face the rising sun which 
is also symbolic of the resurrection 
and that end is technically designat-
ed as the front of the church and 
the main entrance or narthex being 
at the rear.   
 
Today the National Cathedral 
(Episcopal) in Washington D.C. is 
perhaps the most prominent exam-
ple of an eastward orientation.  The 
former Trinity Episcopal Church on 
Walnut, was a Quaker worship hall 
but now vacant for some years, also 
has a generally eastward facing.   
 

 
As with the pulpit and lectern, I have 
not determined why our present wor-
ship area was designed and construct-
ed with the sanctuary on the west end 
and the main entrance on the east 
end.  Perhaps someone may know and 
share these answers. 
 
Do you have questions about Trinity at 
801 Henkel Road or Walnut St or Holy 
Cross on Washington Street or any of 
our symbols, customs or practices?  If 
so, write to me at wbpatter-
son@hotmail.com or leave a note in 
the church office and I will seek an 
answer and pass it on in another Trini-
ty Topics edition. 
 
 

 
Love, cont. from p 7 
 
If that is not possible we can simply 
accept that they are part of creation 
doing the best they can at the mo-
ment. We can also learn to take care 
of all of God’s creation by protecting 
and wisely using the resources over 
which we have been given steward-
ship.  God created us to be like God, 
loving each other and all of creation. 
Love never gives up on the loved and 
God never gives up on us. Each of us 
needs to remind ourselves of that 
every day and act like lovers with 
God and all creation. 
When we remember this we will 
smile, for we have knowledge that 
goes beyond all explanation, God 
does indeed love us, each one indi-
vidually just as we are this moment 
without any strings attached. 
 
 
Henrietta Williams is the deacon at 
Trinity Episcopal Church. She can be 
reached at evew99@yahoo.com 

could possess someone and take over their life. When this happened to a 
Gentile man on the east side of the Sea of Galilee, it was devastating. His life 
was reduced to living naked among the tombs. Symbolically, he was as good 
as dead to the rest of his community. 
  
When Jesus frees this man of his unclean spirits, the demons ask to receive 
safe harbor in swine rather than be sent into the abyss. Jesus complies, and 
the pigs promptly drown. Evil, it seems, is naturally self-destructive, as Jesus 
knew all too well. Meanwhile, the man has been set free and is therefore ea-
ger to follow his newfound Savior. But Jesus tells him to stay put. There is 
more healing and reconciliation to do in his own community, and Jesus invites 
him to go home and share his personal story of triumph over evil. 
 
In telling the man to stay and share his testimony, what Jesus ultimately 
wants to get across is that there is evil in this world, and our task as followers 
of Christ is, to quote the Baptism Covenant, to “persevere in resisting evil” 
right where we are. And that’s why this story of Jesus sending the demons 
into the swine is so powerful—because it invites us to become exorcists too! 
If exorcism is, in the most basic sense, the act of tapping into divine power to 
eliminate demonic possession, and if demons are, in the most basic sense, the 
presence of evil within us, then in reality exorcism is simply the act of praying 
for the removal of evil in this world, which is something every Christian ought 
to be doing every day.  
 
Read the rest of the story here,  or go to https://www.dionc.org/dfc/

newsdetail_2/3198578  

https://www.dionc.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3198578
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Birthdays 
JUNE 
6/2 Emma Peters 
6/3  Ia Lewis 
6/4 David Alexander 
6/6 Ellison Johnson, Charlie 
 Mullis 
6/7 Tessa Gottholm, Charles 
 Harwell, Blair Warren 
6/8 Claire Balatow, Chuck Dock
 ery, Walter Patterson, Mari
 beth Peters 
6/10 Armonde Troutman 
6/11 Jonas Dearman, Anne John
 son 
6/12 Lynn Lawton 
6/13 Brian Schoolcraft 
6/17 Sarah Shoobridge 
6/18 Suzy Barile, Ryan Fox 
6/23 Sarah Alexander, Hawkson 
 Rikard 
6/24 Katherine Smith 
6/27 Brad Mullis 
6/28 Reid Balatow, Dee Ham 
6/30 Lillian Rutter 
 
JULY 
7/1 Lula Cheatham, Mary Alice 
 Rutter 
7/3  Reed Hassler 
7/6 Michael Reimann 
7/7 Tessica Martin, Page Rankin 
7/9 Lisa Cooper 
7/10 Usoa Sixkiller Criswel 
7/11 Buchanan Deter 
7/14 Laura Peters 
7/16 John Deter, Re Johnson 
7/18 Sandra Landry, Lisa 
 McBroom 
7/20 William Hites, Karalee Ri
 kard 

7/21 Malachi Hart, Lori Martin, 
 Meredith Smith, Linda 
 Thornton 
7/22 Beryl Immesberger 
7/23 Michaela Quarantiello 
7/24 Benjamin Hites 
7/25 Patterson Beard 
7/26 Martha Jennings Rutter 
7/28 Nicholas Harknett, Tammy 
 Neely 
7/29 Louisa Clendenin 
7/30 Angela Holland 
 
AUG 
8/2 Natasha Marko 
8/5 John Solberg  
8/6 Carol Leach 
8/7 Billie Bourgeois, Bill Cald
 well, Cameron Rankin, Sa
 rah Kate Rankin 
8/8 Ashley Alexander 
8/9 Adam Hassler, Samantha 
 Holland 
8/11 Nancy Davidson  
8/12 Joanne Schinaman 
8/13 Wendy Allison 
8/14 John Johnson 
8/16 Brittany Cooper, Shane 
 Fox, John Sumner 
8/18 Laura Johnson 
8/20 Susan Fanjoy, Genevieve 
 Lewis 
8/21 James Hogan 
8/22 Ed Abercrombie 
8/23 Brenda Gregory 
8/24 Barbee Ham 
8/25 Britainy Dearman 
8/27 Andrew Rutter 
8/30 Harriet Foster 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 
JUNE 
6/3 David and Ashley Alexander 
6/7 Bill and Evie Caldwell 
6/9 Paul and Destiny Tsumas 
6/12 Joe and Sally Furr 
6/15 Jerry and Ella Gehling 
6/26 Scott and Elizabeth Rankin, 
 Jim and Anne Rhyne  
6/27 Bud and Lori Martin 
6/28 Cathy Marshall 
 
JULY 
7/2 Sonny and Page Rankin 
7/13 Brian and Leann 
 Schoolcraft 
7/20 Bob and Harriet Foster 
7/25 Michael and Betty Coltham 
 
AUG 
8/4 Keith and Barbara Crouch 
8/7 Bill and Carol Leach 
8/11 Tommy and Wendy Allison, 
 Loring Fishburne, Dee and 
 Barbee Ham 
8/13 Brad and Ellyn Mullis 
8/16 Nick and Katie Harknett 
8/19 Bill and Inga Balatow 
8/26 Richard and Jennifer Griggs 
8/29 Bob and Laura Johnson 
 
 
Please send any obituaries or birth notices 
to thesixkillerlibrarian@gmail.com for 
inclusion in Topics. 



 

16  |  Topics  April/May  

 

P.O. Box 1103 Statesville, NC  28687 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Remember, remember, the 
Parish Hall  four Septembers 
ago? This shot from Topics,  

September 2014. 


