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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to the six regions of Africa and The Diaspora. This is an expose
of the Inventions and the creations of the African Americans in the Diaspora that created
most of the inventions that the world relies on in their everyday lives. | am hoping this
book will enlighten Africa, the diaspora and the world to all that Africans in America
(Black people) have created and invented.

Africans in America where they are called Black people in America have almost 50,000
patents to their credit. Which it is known know, there is no country called black and the
same is true there is no country called white, we shall call people by their proper
nationality, such as Africans and Europeans from which we came.

Here we will also explore the diaspora of more than forty-seven major countries where
Africans reside outside of Africa. Our intentions are to provide the information and the
contributions that were made and who should receive the credits for their work. For so
long the Europeans in America have been taking credit for works and inventions that
were not provided nor created by them.

In most cases when you think of America you think of the Europeans in America. You
must understand that it was our African ancestors that worked and built America, and
that America became the wealthiest country in the world because of free labor of
Africans.

This book is not about how | hate Europeans or white people. | created this book to set
the record straight about the African contributions of African inventions and African
creations and how the United States needs Africa and the how the diaspora could be of
help to Africa.

With Africa having the most natural minerals on the planet, how could Africans need
anything other than each other? When I think of Africa as a country (albeit a continent)
Dubai comes to mind, a country where no citizen goes without and in Dubai there is a
sense of entitlement to wealth.

This should be the same for the people in Africa and of African descent. The question is
how do we get there? The answer is quite simple, UNITY!

Most will say uniting is what we should do, and it should be as easy as one, two, three,
but when Africa has been colonized and divided and mentally conquered the problem is
the same as it was and, in some cases, still is in America.

The ideology behind the “Willie Lynch Letter” Divide and Conquer is still prevalent in
America and in Africa and around the diaspora. Also books like 48 Laws of Power etc...,



were designed to control the outcome, whereas the majority of the people work hard, it
is the elites that take the wealth for themselves and their posterity!

When | see what’s being done to the Hispanic people in America, for example how mad
people get even when they speak Spanish or how they are spoken down to for coming
to America in search of a better life, and to be labelled as the worst type of people to
come to America, It makes me think, is this what happened to us? Most Africans speak
four or five different languages comparatively speaking, and for most of us, our
ancestors were forced to speak English and now that is the only language we speak in
the United States.

Another example is when you turn to your local or national news in most cases the
headlines are the corrupt actions of a black man killing, or stealing or robbing, but when
an American of European heritage does the same crime or worst, the headlines reads it
was a man, or if he or she shoot up a school they say we must examine his or her
mental capacity.

We were also taught not to trust one another, and | wonder why? | hope this book will
give the reader great Insight into who we are and what we can do to help each other as
a race that needs to come together as a people.



NATIONS

55 Nations refers to the fifty-four countries of Africa along with the
African Diaspora, considered the fifty-fifth country. The Diaspora
includes 350 million Africans living outside the continent, making it
the third largest population globally.

We urge Africa and the African Union to designate a day to celebrate
the Diaspora as part of Africa, signaling that Africans remain
connected to their roots, no matter where they live.

Africans worldwide make up the 55th Nation. Together we will educate
the world on all that Africa is, and the Diaspora inventions, patents,
and contributions to the world.



Forward:

Africa, often referred to as the “Motherland”, is the cradle where the origins of humanity
began. Our ancestors were forcibly removed from their homes and transported across
the Atlantic to be sold as property under European dominance. They were dehumanized
and considered less than human.

The United States became one of the wealthiest countries in the world through the
exploitation of free labor provided by enslaved Africans. Historically, the United States
and Europe have exhibited the most ruthless behaviors and practices documented
around the world. This book aims to provide an understanding of our heritage and the
challenges we face in the contemporary world. Understanding our past is essential to
navigating our future.

We are descendants of royalty, scientists, inventors, states people, educators,
explorers, kings and queens and rulers on the African Continent. Africa, originally known
as ALKEBULAN, translates to the "motherland of mankind" or the "Garden of Eden” is a
land of significant historical wealth, for example, Mansa Musa of the Mali Empire was
the richest man in the world at that time, and he would be the first billionaire, he took the
place of his father Faga Leye.

Faga Leye ventured across the Atlantic Ocean to never return. The Moors, who ruled
Spain for over seven hundred years, hailed from Africa—Spain being only 8.1 miles
away from Morocco in Northern Africa.

Under the orders of Europe there were approximately 10.7 million of the 12.5 million
Africans transported across the Atlantic during the Transatlantic Slave Trade between
1525 and 1866.

Not many would survive the journey and disembarked in the Americas, and many were
shipped directly to North America, many more ended up in the U.S. after first
disembarking in the Caribbean.

The story of the African Kunta Kinte, captured and brought to America, underscores how
Alex Haley's his seventh-generation descendant, was able to write about the deep and
enduring connections to our African heritage through his created story “ROOTS” which
aired on American television to an audience of more than 130 million people in America.

Although this was a TV show It brought us as African Americans a sense of knowledge,
pride of where we came from, and after 400 years of being programmed as enslaved
Africans in America we became more aware of how we came across the Atlantic to the
Americas in chains. As African slaves we were forced to work hard from sun-up to sun-
down and was tortured for not meeting quotas set by the Plantation owners. The



ingeniousness of the enslave Africans had to create and invent better ways of getting
the tasks done.

So, from the beginning Africans were inventors and creators and over time understood
that by secretly reading and writing that education was the key, even though they ran
the risk of having their fingers cut-off or legs amputated or worst you would be killed.

In America, Africans were freed in 1865, many Africans had nowhere to go, and many of
them stayed-on the plantation and became sharecroppers, while others went a-drift and
migrated their way to the north or to the west in search of a better life. During this time,
in the mid-to-late 1800’s primarily during the Reconstruction era following the civil war,
Historical Black Colleges and Universities were being built across America, and more
than 105 HBCU’s were built in America.

Within years of being segregated, we as Africans in America built cities and towns to
include businesses, banks, stores and churches and thriving on our own In Oklahoma,
North Carolina, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and various states, and some even
had their own planes. However, Due to Jealousy and Envy the European Americans
burned down our towns, killed countless Africans and even drop bombs in Tulsa
Oklahoma with the help of the U.S. Government in some cases.

This book is written to bring about an understanding within the African Continent and
The African Diaspora, that during these more than 400 years of turmoil and drama to
our people in America that we must UNITE! The Africans in America invented most of
the inventions that makes the world work today. The Africans in America have credit for
almost 50,000 patents and inventions of our contributions to the world, although many
more of our inventions were credited to slave masters, and some was just rejected due
to the reason of being an African in America. We have listed more than 120 inventors
and their creations in this book!!!

We hope this book will give us all a better understanding of who we are and the
contribution of the African race. Africa is the Garden of Eden, the wealthiest continent in
the world with natural minerals. We have been sold the idea of divisiveness and distrust.
Africans in the diaspora have always been shown the worst parts of Africa so that we
would never want to come home to Africa. This is why we created a summary of the 54
countries of Africa, and we speak of the Diaspora as the 55" Nation in the Sixth Region
of Africa. We have listed the skylines of each country, the country flag, their natural
minerals, and their government structure, to help our readers to understand the vast
wealth of Africa and all that the diaspora can bring to help our homeland excel in good
faith.

WE WOULD LIKE TO SHARE A FEW OF THE MANY
AFRICAN AMERICAN INVENTIONS BELOW:



THE AFRICAN AMERICAN
INVENTIONS

The African heritage in America who invented almost 50,000 inventions in
America that we receive credit for. Although, there were many inventions stolen by
slave masters and the prejudice of the countries who imprison Africans in America
and other foreign countries like Europe who took ownership of patents and
trademarks for their own gain.

MIRACLES HAPPEN!

BLACK INNOVATORS, THEN AND NOW
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This is only a selection, as numerous other African American inventors have also made
significant contributions. The impact of these individuals and their inventions has been felt
across America and the world, often overcoming significant societal barriers and discrimination.

In America from 1870 to 1940, African American people living in the North were eight times
more likely to be awarded a patent than African American people living in the South. White
people in the North were three times more likely to invent a patented technology than white
people in the South, but regional effects were weaker for white people, and they were much less
concentrated in the South than African American people.

In the North, Black people’s share of patents equaled their share of population. Black people
accounted for 1.6% of the North’s population and 1.6% of patents across the decades studied.
The rate of patenting per capita among northern Black and white residents was extremely high
(0.31 per 1,000 residents for Black people and 0.39 for white people). Both of these rates exceed
the U.S. rate of invention for most of the country’s history and approach the highest rates
observed around the world today at the country level.

With 50,000 total patents, African American people accounted for more inventions during this
period than immigrants from every country except England and Germany. In our database, 87%
of inventions were traced to people born in the United States, and 2.7% of the U.S. total were
invented by African Americans, which is a larger share than every immigrant group. After
accounting for patents during non-decennial years, we estimate that Black people accounted for
just under 50,000 total patents during this period.

Given the vast differences between the North and South in providing both skill-generating and
skill-using opportunities, this historical research points to the importance of linking political
equality and social opportunity to innovation and economic growth. It also provides a
reassessment and revaluation of the extraordinary contributions of African American people in
the development of the United States as well as global technological advancements.

It is difficult to give an exact number of African American inventors, but their contribution is

nn

"major," "substantial," and "benefited the world". However, there have been numerous Black
inventors in America who have created inventions with significant global impact. Here are

notable examples from different fields:

Pioneers with Foundational Inventions:



George Washington Carver (Agricultural Science):
Developed hundreds of uses for crops like peanuts, soybeans, and

- sweet potatoes, revolutionizing agriculture, particularly in the
South.

Garrett Morgan (Safety and Traffic Control): Invented

the three-way traffic signal, a crucial safety feature worldwide,
and an early gas mask that saved countless lives.

Lewis Howard Latimer (Electrical Engineering):
Made significant improvements to the incandescent light bulb,
making electric lighting more practical and affordable globally.




Elij ah MCCOy (Engineering): Best known for his automatic
lubricator for steam engines, which significantly improved the
efficiency and safety of trains and machinery worldwide. The
phrase "the real McCoy" is often attributed to the demand for his
genuine invention.

revolutionary line of hair care products and a successful business
model that empowered Black women and transformed the beauty
industry.

Marie Van Brittan Brown (Home Security): Invented
the first home security system with a camera, monitor, and two-
way microphone, laying the groundwork for modern security
systems used globally.

7 Dr. Charles Drew (Medicine): Revolutionized blood
| storage techniques by developing blood plasma preservation
methods and large-scale blood banks, saving countless lives
worldwide.



Modern Innovators with Global Impact:

Dr. Patricia Bath (Ophthalmology): Invented the

Laserphaco Probe, a device and technique for cataract surgery that
has restored sight to millions globally.

Otis Boykin (Electronics): Invented electrical resistors used in
computers, radios, televisions, and, most notably, a control unit for the
. artificial heart pacemaker, impacting cardiac health worldwide.

Lonnie Johnson (Engineering/Toys): Invented the Super

Soaker water gun, a globally popular toy, and has also contributed to
energy and environmental technologies.

Dr. Mark Dean (Computer Science): Co-created the IBM
personal computer and the first gigahertz chip, fundamental
technologies in modern computing worldwide. He also developed the
color PC monitor.




James West (Acoustics): Co-invented the foil electret
microphones, used in approximately 90% of microphones today,
impacting communication and audio recording globally.

Valerie Thomas (Imaging): Invented the illusion transmitter,

which led to the development of 3D imaging technologies used by
- NASA and in various applications worldwide.

Emmit McHenr Y was born on July 12, 1943 in Forrest City,
Arkansas, and raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in the

historic Greenwood District, which was widely known as "Black
Wall Street", a hub of Black entrepreneurship before the 1921
Tulsa Race Massacre. McHenry attended Stewart Elementary,
Carver Middle School, and Booker T. Washington High School.
He went on to earn a Bachelor of Science in communications from
the University of Denver in 1966 and later completed a Master of
Science at Northwestern University in 1979.

McHenry an American entrepreneur, engineer, and technology
pioneer known for his contributions to the internet. He founded
Network Solutions, Inc. in 1995, which became the first company

to register domain names, playing a crucial role in the
development of the domain name system (DNS), making the internet more user-friendly.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forrest_City,_Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forrest_City,_Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tulsa,_Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwood_District,_Tulsa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Wall_Street_Greenwood_Tulsa_Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Wall_Street_Greenwood_Tulsa_Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tulsa_race_massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tulsa_race_massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Booker_T._Washington_High_School_(Oklahoma)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Denver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwestern_University

We are also proud to celebrate the African American
contributors to the field of telephony Jesse Russell.

In part four of our survey of underappreciated
African American inventors, we are looking at an
individual that made it possible to use small devices
for communication from almost any point on earth,
much more cost-effectively than ever before.

' Previously, local, and long-distance communications
required significant infrastructure, were very costly to the consumer — and at one point in history
required a connection between many telephone switchboard operators to make a call from
Chicago to New York. Before even that, calls took place on party lines, which were circuits of
telephone lines, meaning your entire neighborhood may know what was said if they happened to
pick up the phone during your call!

The evolution of telephone to our current status can be attributed to today’s inventor, but we
rarely hear his name, despite this major contribution. Like several of the preceding inventors we
have featured, this inventor worked at Bell Laboratories and has many patents and honors to his
name.

Jesse Russell has played a fundamental role in bringing modern cell phones to life. Russell
changed the wireless communication industry with inventions like the first digital cellular base
station, a mobile data telephone patent, and several wireless communication patents.

An employee at Bell Labs, Russell, was one of the first to recognize the potential for mobile
phones. By 1988, Bell Labs had created the first digital cellular system, with his help. While no
single person is credited with inventing the cell phone, Russell's innovations contributed to the
evolution of the cellphone, especially smartphones, as he holds the patent for the mobile data
phone and the wireless base station. The original wireless base station, invented by Russell in
1990, allows data to be transmitted and amplified between radio towers and eventually to mobile
devices. He later expanded its use to include ATM units, broadband networks and call waiting
systems. All of this made the smartphone we use today possible.

After 30 years in the industry, Russell holds over one hundred patents. His work has reshaped the
way we communicate — and he has won numerous accolades for it including U.S. Black Engineer
of the Year, America's New Leadership Class Award, Outstanding Service Award, Outstanding
Scientist Award, and Scientist of the Year Award. He is an International Engineering Consortium
(IEC) Fellow, an Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), and he was inducted
into the National Academy of Engineering.



In this series, we will learn more about the first African American woman to receive a doctorate
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), who through her work in physics
revolutionized telephones alongside Jesse Russell, making phones more user-friendly and usable
from your home.

The first African American woman to receive
a doctorate from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) was Dr. Shirley Ann
Jackson. She earned her Ph.D. in nuclear
physics in 1973.

Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson
(Physics/Telecommunications): Her
theoretical physics research at Bell

A \ ’ Laboratories contributed to advancements in
00 / | ) caller ID, call waiting, fiber optic cables, and

the touch-tone phone, technologies used globally.

Other things you should know were created by
African American inventors.



It’s difficult to imagine a world without the many inventions by AFRICAN AMERINAN People.

Folding cabinet bed

In 1885, Sarah Goode became the first Black woman to receive a US patent.
She moved to Chicago and opened a furniture store. It was there she came up
with an industry-changing idea that brought more urban residents with
limited space into her store.

Potato Chips

George Crum was working as a chef at a resort in New York. A customer sent
his dish of French fries back to the kitchen, claiming that they weren’t good.
In an irritated fit, Crum cut the potatoes as thinly as possible, fried them until
they were burnt crisps, and threw a generous handful of salt on top. Thus, the
chip was born.

GAS MASK

Garrett Morgan developed what he called the safety hood after noticing how
many firefighters were killed by smoke on the job. The hood, which went over


https://www.biography.com/inventor/sarah-e-goode
https://lemelson.mit.edu/resources/george-crum
https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Garrett_A._Morgan

the head, featured tubes connected to wet sponges that filtered out smoke
and provided fresh oxygen.

Protective Mailbox

Philip B. Downing created a mailbox design that featured an outer door and
an inner safety door to avoid parcels being stolen. This safety device allowed
mailboxes to be set up everywhere.

Blood Bank

Charles Richard Drew became interested in researching the preservation of
blood when he was studying at Columbia University. Drew discovered a
method of separating red blood cells from plasma and then storing the two
components separately. This new process allowed blood to be stored for
more than a week, which was the maximum at that time. Drew documented
these findings in a paper that led to the first blood bank.

Improved Ironing Board

In the late 19th century, the ironing board was improved by Sarah

Boone. One of the first Black women in U.S. history to receive a patent, she
created a narrower and curved design, making it easier to iron

garments. Boone’s design morphed into the modern board that we use today.

Home Security System

African American nurse Mary Van Brittan Brown, devised an early security
unit for her own home. She and her husband took out a patent for the system
in the same year, and they were awarded the patent three years later, in
1969. Home security systems commonly used today took various elements
from her design.

Three-Light Traffic Light

Garrett Morgan was the first Black person in Cleveland, Ohio, to own a car.
After he witnessed a severe car accident at an intersection in the city, he
expanded on the current traffic light by adding a “yield” component, warning
oncoming drivers of an impending stop.


https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/downing-philip-b-1857-1934/
https://www.cdrewu.edu/about-cdu/about-dr-charles-r-drew
https://www.biography.com/people/sarah-boone-21329877
https://www.biography.com/people/sarah-boone-21329877
https://www.biography.com/people/garrett-morgan-9414691

Refrigerated Trucks

Frederick McKinley Jones created a roof-mounted cooling system that was
used to refrigerate goods on trucks during extended transportation in the
mid-1930s. He received a patent for his invention in 1940 and co-founded
the US Thermo Control Company, later known as Thermo King.

Automatic Elevator Doors

Alexander Miles took out a patent in 1887 for a mechanism that automatically
opens and closes elevator shaft doors. His designs are largely reflected in
elevators used today.

Electret Microphone

Dr. James E. West co-invented a foil electret microphone, which was less
expensive to produce than the typically used condenser microphones.

Color IBM PC Monitor and Gigahertz Chip

You can thank Mark Dean for co-inventing the color monitor. Without his
invention, we'd still be typing in a colorless interweb.

Super Soaker

Summer just wouldn’t be the same without Lonnie Johnson’s invention.
Johnson was an Aerospace Engineer for NASA who’ happened to invent the
popular children’s toy.

Tissue Holder


https://www.biography.com/people/frederick-jones-21329957
https://www.biography.com/people/james-west-538802
https://www.biography.com/people/mark-dean-604036
http://lonniejohnson.com/

Mary Davidson invented the tissue holder while disabled from multiple
sclerosis.

Peanut Butter

Everyone and their dog can thank George Washington Carver for the
invention of peanut butter.

Laserphaco

Patricia Bath, an ophthalmologist and laser scientist, invented a device and
technique used to remove cataracts and revive patients’ eyesight.

Automatic Gear Shift

Richard Spikes created the automatic gear shift, helping people drive up hills
everywhere.

Clothes dryer
George T. Sampson created the clothes dryer in 1892.
Dustpan

Thanks to Lloyd P. Ray, we can sweep things out from under the rug.

Folding chair

John Purdy created the folding chair, which is used in picnics and school
graduations everywhere.

Golf Tees
Golf was a totally different sport before Dr. George Grant came along.

Ice Cream Scooper


http://www.aaregistry.org/historic_events/view/richard-spikes-innovator-industry
http://pdfpiw.uspto.gov/.piw?Docid=00476416&homeurl=http%3A%2F%2Fpatft.uspto.gov%2Fnetacgi%2Fnph-Parser%3FSect2%3DPTO1%2526Sect2%3DHITOFF%2526p%3D1%2526u%3D%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html%2526r%3D1%2526f%3DG%2526l%3D50%2526d%3DPALL%2526S1%3D0476416.PN.%2526OS%3DPN%2F476416%2526RS%3DPN%2F476416&PageNum=&Rtype=&SectionNum=&idkey=NONE&Input=View+first+page
http://pdfpiw.uspto.gov/.piw?Docid=00587607&homeurl=http%3A%2F%2Fpatft.uspto.gov%2Fnetacgi%2Fnph-Parser%3FSect2%3DPTO1%2526Sect2%3DHITOFF%2526p%3D1%2526u%3D%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html%2526r%3D1%2526f%3DG%2526l%3D50%2526d%3DPALL%2526S1%3D0587607.PN.%2526OS%3DPN%2F587607%2526RS%3DPN%2F587607&PageNum=&Rtype=&SectionNum=&idkey=NONE&Input=View+first+page
http://s3.ptodirect.com/0405117.pdf
http://ivy50.com/blackhistory/story.aspx?sid=1/13/2009

Alfred L. Cralle invented the ice cream scooper, allowing kids to have larger
scoops than spoonsful.

Lawnmower

John Albert Burr fully made over the lawnmower, bringing better traction,
rotary blades, and allowed cutting closer to buildings.

Lawn sprinkler

This invention by Joseph A. Smith helped dads everywhere keep their grass
green while allowing kids a fun toy to jump around in.

Modern toilet

Thank Thomas Elkins for your porcelain throne. Without Elkins, your
bathroom breaks certainly wouldn’t be as comfortable.

The Mop

Thomas W. Stewart created the mop, which helps to ease the backbreaking
labor.

Reversible Baby Stroller
William Richardson created the first baby stroller with independent wheels.
Logomania

Dapper Dan took the logos of designer brands and used them for apparel,
furniture, and more.

According to the Black Inventors Museum, all of these
were also created by Black inventors:

Paper
Chess
Alphabet

Medicine


http://www.carnegielibrary.org/research/pittsburgh/patentees/cralle.html
http://www.aaregistry.org/historic_events/view/lawn-mower-invented
http://www.irrigationmuseum.org/item1.aspx?id=153
http://www.famous-black-inventors.net/thomas-elkins.html
http://pdfpiw.uspto.gov/.piw?Docid=00499402&homeurl=http%3A%2F%2Fpatft.uspto.gov%2Fnetacgi%2Fnph-Parser%3FSect2%3DPTO1%2526Sect2%3DHITOFF%2526p%3D1%2526u%3D%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html%2526r%3D1%2526f%3DG%2526l%3D50%2526d%3DPALL%2526S1%3D0499402.PN.%2526OS%3DPN%2F499402%2526RS%3DPN%2F499402&PageNum=&Rtype=&SectionNum=&idkey=NONE&Input=View+first+page
http://www.whattoexpect.com/tools/photolist/the-evolution-of-the-stroller
https://dapperdanofharlem.com/
https://blackinventor.com/

Serving Tray Walker

Airplane propelling — James S. Adams
Biscuit Cutter — A.P. Ashbourne

Coin Changer — James A. Bauer
Rotary Engine — Andrew J. Beard

Car Coupler — Andrew J. Beard

Letter Box — G.E. Becket

Stainless Steel Pads — Alfred Benjamin
Torpedo Discharger — H. Bradberry
Disposable Syringe — Phil Brooks
Corn Planter — Henry Blair

Cotton Planter — Henry Blair

Street Sweepers — C.B. Brooks

Horse Bridle Bit — L.F. Brown
Horseshoe — Oscar E. Brown

Train Alarm — R.A. Butler

Image Converter

Radiation Detector

Paints and Stans — George W. Carver
Lotions and Soaps — George W. Carver
Automatic Fishing Reel — George Cook

Ice Cream Mold — A.L. Cralle



Printing Press — W.A. Lavalette
Envelope Seal — F.W. Leslie

Laser Fuels — Lester Lee

Pressure Cooker — Maurice W. Lee
Window Cleaner — A.L. Lewis

Portable Pencil Sharpener — John L. Love
Fire Extinguisher — Tom J. Marshal
Shoe Lasting Machine — Jan Matzeliger
Rocket Catapult — Hugh MacDonald
Hairbrush — Lyda Newman

Heating Furnace — Alice H. Parker
Blimp — J.F. Pickering

Hand Stamp — W.B. Purvis

Fountain Pen — W.B. Purvis

Dustpan — |.P. Ray

Insect Destroyer Gun — A.C. Richardson
Sugar Refinement — N. Rillieux

Cellular Phone — Henry Sampson
Curtain Rod — S.R. Scottron

Urinalysis Machine — Dewey Sanderson
Player Piano — Joseph Dickinson

Arm for Record Player — Joseph Dickinson



Doorstop — O. Dorsey

Doorknob — O. Dorsey

Photo Print Wash — Clatonia J. Dorticus
Photo Embossing Machine — Clatonia J. Dorticus
Guitar — Robert Flemming Jr.

Motor — J. Gregory

Thermo Hair Curlers — Solomon Harper
Lantern — Michael Harney

Gas Burner — B.F. Jackson

Kitchen Table — H.A. Jackson

Bicycle Frame — Issac R. Johnson

Wrench — John A. Johnson

Eye Protector — P. Johnson

Egg Beater — W. Johnson

Air Conditioning Unit — Frederick M. Jones
Two-cycle Gas Engine — Frederick M. Jones
Internal Combustion Engine — Frederick M. Jones
Starter Generator — Frederick M. Jones
Refrigeration Controls — Frederick M. Jones
Clothes Dresser — John H. Jordan

Bottle Caps — Jones and Long

Electric Lamp — Latimer and Nichols



Hydraulic Shock Absorber — Ralph Sanderson
Refrigerator — J. Standard

Stairclimbing Wheelchair — Rufus J. Weaver
Fire Escape Ladder — J.B. Winters

Telephone Transmitter — Granville T. Woods
Electric cut-Off Switch — Granville T. Woods
Relay Instrument — Granville T. Woods
Telephone System — Granville T. Woods
Electro Mech Brake — Granville T. Woods
Galvanic Battery — Granville T. Woods

Roller Coaster — Granville T. Woods

Auto Air Brake — Granville T. Woods
Helicopter — Paul E. Williams

Ice Cream — Augustus Jackson

Pacemaker — Otis Boykin

Space Shuttle Retrieval Arm — WM. Harwell
Programmable Remote Controllers — Joseph N. Jackson
Video Commander — Joseph N. Jackson

Multi-stage Rocket — Adolph Shamms

It's estimated that there are over 300 million people of African descent living in the



diaspora around the world. Some sources even suggest this number could be closer to 350
million when including broader definitions and individuals with mixed heritage.

Here's a breakdown of where significant populations of the African diaspora reside:

The Americas:

Brazil: Has the largest population of African descendants outside of Africa, with estimates of 100
million people ranging significantly, but a substantial number of persons identity themselves as
either

Black or of mixed African ancestry.

United States: Has a significant African diaspora population, estimated to be over 52 million
people.

Haiti: Most of the population (over 90%) is of African descent.

Dominican Republic: A substantial percentage of the population (around 90-83%) has African
ancestry, with a sizable portion identifying as mixed race.

Colombia: Has the largest African diaspora population in Latin America, with estimates ranging
from around 10% to 25% of the
of the Latin nations.

Mary islands have a high percentage of their population with
African ancestry!

Canada: Has a significant growing African descendant population.

Europe

France: Has a significant Black population, estimated to be several millions, although precise
figures are difficult to obtain due to the French government's restrictions on
collecting ethnic data.

United Kingdom: Has an African descendant population of around 3 million.

Portugal: Has a notable population of African descendants.



The Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, Italy, Germany, and Sweden, also have significant African
descendants living there.

Other Regions like Asia and the Middle East have African populations, while percentages are
smaller, there are African diaspora communities in countries like Israel, India, Malaysia, and the
Gull States.

It's important to note that the numbers can vary depending on how African descent is defined
and the data collection methods used by different countries.

However, the African diaspora represents a significant and growing global population with
substantial cultural, economic and social influence worldwide.

The island countries of Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, Saba, Saint Augusta and Saint Maren
collectively known as the Dutch Antilles have a collective diaspora population of approximately
190.000 (85%6), 0.B is a placeholder percentage assigned to countries whose diaspora
population is less than 1%. The actual percentage may be lower.

The African Diaspora, or the dispersion of African bloodlines into other countries worldwide can
be traced into countries all over the world today.

Native Africans mostly from West and Central Africa, have built communities and have planted
their seeds in countries near and far from their roots.

The list below gives you a better understanding of the African Diaspora Countries.
You will find a substantial number of African descendants listed as follows:

COUNTRY AFRO DESCENDANTS
Saint Kirts and Nevis 98%
Dominica 96%

Haiti 95%

Antiqua and Bermuda 95%
Jamaica 92.1%

Granada 91%

Bahamas 90.616

Barbados B T % %

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 85%
Dominican Republic 83%

The information above is as recent as the 2021 Census from the US government, some
estimates date back to as early as 2010.



The totals shift year over year, so more recent data is needed to show the true numbers for the
African Diaspora.

Still, these estimates work well to give a clearer picture of how the Native African communities
have spread out and settled around the world.

It is important to note that many of these estimates include multiracial data for people belonging
to two or more racial or ethnic groups.

In addition, many people may not be properly recorded in

these numbers due to a lack of data and or reports or just being unaware of their Native African
heritage.

What Do These Numbers Mean?

There's a large gap between the recorded numbers of African Diaspora members in Haiti and
the next country, France, with a difference between almost 5-7 million.

The countries with the lowest recorded numbers of African Diaspora members are in Eurasia,
Asia, and South Asia.

Russia, India, and Sri Lanka take the 3 lowest spots on

the list.

Slave trade was the driving force for much of the dispersion of the Native Africans and majority
of the enslaved Africans hailed from West and Central Africa, making those populations
representations much higher in global totals.

The African diaspora refers to the global dispersion of people of African descent. primarily
resulting from the transatlantic slave trade ' but also encompassing voluntary migration.

In summary, the "rules" of the Atlantic slave trade were a complex and evolving set of legal
frameworks exclusive practices, and political decisions made primarily by European powers and
their colonies. These regulations were designed to facilitate and protect their economic interests
in the exploitation of African people for forced labor.

Millions of slaves were taken across the Atlantic to the Americas, South America, North America
and the Caribbean where the Europeans depended on forced labor to gain wealth.

Europe’s accumulation of most of their wealth from Africa through a multifaceted and sustained
process spurning centuries with the most significant gains occurring during two key periods: the



Transatlantic Slave Trade (roughly the 14th to 19th centuries) and the Scramble for Africa
during subsequent colonial rule from the 19th to mid-20th century.

It's important to remember that the African diaspora is a dynamic and evolving phenomenon
shaped by various historical and contemporary factors. The cultural, social, and economic
contributions of people of African descent are significant in all these regions, creating vibrant
and diverse societies.

The African Union even recognizes the African diaspora as its "Sixth Region," highlighting its
importance to the continent's development.



Africa is 8.1 miles from Europe

Morocco to Spain 8.1 miles.

To travel from Spain to Morocco, let’s examine the procedure to
enter each country.

Spain generally requires Moroccan citizens to have a visa to enter Spain for tourism or business
purposes, in addition to a valid passport.

Morocco does not generally require Spanish citizens to have a visa to enter Morocco for tourism
for a stay of up to 90 days.

Hum, this sounds like the Mexican border, Americans can go to Mexico, but Mexicans need a
visa.

This seems like another example of privilege to the European, but let’s examine it a little closer.



Early on Europeans related to Africans as property and not their equal. Although times have
changed throughout the world, but not necessarily in the minds of all Europeans. The Europeans
orchestrated the Atlantic slave trade program which commenced in the 1500°s.

The brutal realities of the slave trade were largely driven by the economic demand for labor in
the colonies. Enslavers and traders developed their own practices and norms based on
maximizing profit, often with little regard for the well-being of the enslaved. These practices,
while not always formalized in law, became de facto "rules" of the trade.

In summary, the "rules" of the Atlantic slave trade were a complex and evolving set of legal
frameworks, economic practices, and political decisions made primarily by European powers and
their colonies. These regulations were designed to facilitate and protect their economic interests
in the exploitation of African people for forced labor.

Millions of slaves were taken across the Atlantic to the Americas, South America, North
America, and the islands where the Europeans depended on free labor to gain wealth.

Europe accumulated the most wealth from Africa through a multifaceted and sustained process
spanning centuries, with the most significant gains occurring during two key periods: the
Transatlantic Slave Trade (roughly 16th to 19th centuries) and the Scramble for Africa and
subsequent colonial rule (late 19th to mid-20th centuries).

Here's a breakdown of how and when Europe gained wealth from Africa:
1. The Transatlantic Slave Trade (c. 1500s - 1800s):

e How: European powers forcibly kidnapped and transported millions of Africans to the
Americas to work as enslaved laborers on plantations and in mines. This free labor
generated immense wealth for European colonizers and their descendants in the
Americas, as well as for European nations involved in the trade (shipbuilding, financing,
goods exchange).

e Wealth Extraction:

o Free Labor: The enslaved Africans produced valuable commodities like sugar,
tobacco, cotton, and minerals without receiving fair compensation.

o Trade Profits: European merchants profited from the buying and selling of
enslaved people, as well as the exchange of European goods for African captives.

o Colonial Economies: The entire economic system of many European colonies in
the Americas was built upon the exploitation of enslaved African labor, directly
enriching European powers.

e  When: This was a sustained process over several centuries, with the peak of the trade
occurring in the 17th and 18th centuries. Different European nations dominated the trade
at different times (Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, British, French).

2. The Scramble for Africa and Colonial Rule (c. 1880s - 1960s):



o How: European powers aggressively colonized almost the entire African continent,
driven by the need for raw materials for their industrializing economies, new markets for
their manufactured goods, strategic advantages, and nationalistic ambitions.

e Wealth Extraction:

o Resource Exploitation: European colonizers seized control of vast African lands
and extracted valuable natural resources like rubber, timber, diamonds, gold,
copper, oil, and various agricultural commodities. These resources were often
obtained through forced labor or under exploitative conditions and sold at low
prices, benefiting European industries.

o Forced Labor and Taxation: Africans were often subjected to forced labor to
build infrastructure (railways, roads) and work in mines and plantations. They
were also subjected to various forms of taxation, often payable in European
currency, forcing them into the colonial economy.

o Unequal Trade: European powers established trade systems that heavily favored
their own economies. They sold manufactured goods to African colonies at
inflated prices while buying raw materials at depressed rates.

o Land Seizure: Fertile land was often seized from African communities and given
to European settlers or used for the production of cash crops for European
markets, disrupting local food production and economies.

e When: The "Scramble for Africa" intensified in the late 19th century (after the Berlin
Conference of 1884-85) and continued through the colonial period until the mid-20th
century when most African nations gained independence. Different European powers
controlled different regions and exploited various resources during this time.

Europe gained immense wealth from Africa through the brutal exploitation of its people
via the transatlantic slave trade and the systematic extraction of its natural resources and
labor during the colonial era. These processes spanned several centuries, with the
transatlantic slave trade being most impactful in the earlier centuries and colonial
exploitation peaking during the late 19th and early to mid-20th centuries.

The wealth accumulated during these periods significantly contributed to Europe's economic
development and global power, while simultaneously hindering Africa's own progress and
development. The legacies of these exploitative systems continue to impact the economic
relationship between Africa and Europe today.

The brutal realities of the African slave trade were largely driven by the economic demand for
labor in the colonies. Enslavers and traders developed their own practices and norms based on
maximizing profit, often with little regard for the well-being of the African enslaved. These
practices, while not always formalized in law, became de facto "rules" of the trade.

In summary, the "rules" of the Atlantic slave trade were a complex and evolving set of legal
frameworks, economic practices, and political decisions made primarily by European powers and
their colonies. These regulations were designed to facilitate and protect their economic interests
in the exploitation of African people for forced labor.



For a significant period, Europe was indeed the most prosperous region in the world.
This period roughly spanned from the late Middle Ages through the Industrial Revolution
and well into the 20th century. Several factors contributed to this:

The Rise of Commerce and Trade: Beginning in the late medieval period, European
cities became centers of trade, fostering innovation in finance, banking, and
commercial practices. The Age of Exploration further expanded European economic
influence and brought new resources and markets.

The Renaissance and the Enlightenment: These intellectual and cultural
movements spurred innovation, scientific inquiry, and a shift towards more rational
and individualistic thinking, laying the groundwork for economic advancements.

The Scientific Revolution: This period of rapid scientific discovery led to new
technologies and a better understanding of the natural world, which had profound
implications for various industries.

The Industrial Revolution: Originating in Great Britain, this transformative period
saw unprecedented technological advancements, particularly in manufacturing,
leading to massive increases in productivity and wealth creation. This
industrialization spread across Europe, solidifying its economic dominance.

Colonialism and Imperialism: European powers established vast colonial empires
across the globe, exploiting resources, labor, and markets, which significantly
contributed to their wealth and prosperity.

Developed Institutions: Over centuries, Europe developed relatively sophisticated
legal, financial, and governmental institutions that, while not always equitable,
provided a framework for economic activity and growth in many areas.

Competition and Innovation: The fragmented political landscape of Europe, with
numerous competing states, fostered innovation as rulers sought to improve their
military and economic strength. This "States system" encouraged the development
and adoption of new technologies and ideas.

However, it's crucial to acknowledge that:

This prosperity was not evenly distributed. Significant disparities existed within
European societies, with wealth concentrated among certain classes and regions.

The wealth was often built on exploitation. Colonialism and the transatlantic
slave trade, in particular, generated immense wealth for Europe at the cost of
immense suffering and underdevelopment in other parts of the world.



e The 20th century saw shifts in global economic power. The two World Wars
significantly damaged European economies, while the rise of the United States as a
global superpower marked a relative decline in Europe's undisputed economic
dominance. The latter half of the 20th century also saw the rapid economic growth
of parts of Asia.

e« Today, while many European countries remain very prosperous with high
standards of living, the title of "most prosperous region" is more complex. The
United States has a larger overall GDP, and parts of Asia, particularly East Asia, have
experienced rapid economic growth in recent decades. Measures of prosperity can
also vary (GDP, GDP per capita, quality of life indicators, etc.), leading to different
rankings.

In conclusion, while Europe held the position of the most prosperous region in the
world for a significant historical period, this dominance has become more nuanced in
the modern era due to global economic shifts and a more complex understanding of
prosperity. Many European nations remain highly prosperous and influential, but the
global economic landscape is more multipolar than it once was.

EUROPE IDEA OF REPARATION

In Europe, restitution for the slave trade primarily took the form of compensation paid to
slave owners, not to the African enslaved people themselves. This was a common
practice, particularly in the British Empire, where approximately £20 million (equivalent
to billions today) was paid to compensate enslavers for their loss of property after
slavery was abolished. The enslaved people themselves received no reparations.

Here is a more detailed look:

British Example:

When the British Empire ended slavery in the 19th century, Parliament approved a
payment of £20 million (equivalent to about £300 million in today's money) to slave
owners as compensation. This loan was paid off in 2015.

France:
Similarly, in France, after slavery was abolished in 1848, reparations were paid to slave
owners, not to the enslaved Africans.

Other European Nations:



While various European nations participated in the transatlantic slave trade, the specific
forms of restitution and whether or not any reparations were paid to the enslaved or
their descendants vary.

In essence, the dominant pattern was that European nations, particularly those with
strong colonial ties, compensated slave owners for the perceived loss of property rather
than acknowledging the inherent injustice and suffering inflicted upon the enslaved.


https://www.dbu.edu/mitchell/medieval-resources/economicchangesmedieval.html
https://www.dbu.edu/mitchell/medieval-resources/economicchangesmedieval.html
https://eji.org/report/transatlantic-slave-trade/
https://eji.org/report/transatlantic-slave-trade/

o
The Closest Point from Africa to Europe .

Geographical Insights

The closest point from Africa to Europe is the Strait of Gibraltar, a narrow strait that
separates the two continents. At its narrowest, the Strait of Gibraltar spans approximately
13 kilometers (8.1 miles) between Spain in Europe and Morocco in Africa.

Geographical Significance

The Strait of Gibraltar is a critical geographical landmark, serving as a natural gateway
between the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. It has been of strategic
importance for centuries, facilitating trade, cultural exchange, and military navigation. The
proximity of the two continents at this point has had a profound influence on the history
and development of the surrounding regions.

Historical Context

Throughout history, the Strait of Gibraltar has witnessed significant events, including
invasions, migrations, and the spread of cultures. It has been a focal point for numerous
civilizations, from the Phoenicians and Romans to the Moors and Spanish. The strait's
strategic importance has made it a contested area, with control over it often shifting
between various powers.

The Strait of Gibraltar stands as the closest point between Africa and Europe, embodying
significant geographical, historical, ecological, and cultural importance. Its narrow passage
is a testament to the interconnectedness of these two continents, shaping the destinies of
the regions it separates and connects.



ALGERIA

The population of Algeria is 46.8 million in 2024 and is projected to reach approximately
47.4 million in 2025, according to various sources.




Natural Minerals of Algeria:

Algeria is rich in various natural resources, playing a significant role in its economy. Some of the
key minerals include:

e Hydrocarbons (Oil and Natural Gas): Algeria holds substantial reserves of oil and
natural gas, ranking among the top producers in Africa and globally. These resources are
the backbone of the Algerian economy, accounting for a large portion of its exports and
GDP. Major oil and gas fields include Hassi Messaoud and Hassi R'Mel.

« Phosphate: Algeria has significant phosphate rock reserves, essential for the production
of fertilizers. The country is a major exporter of this mineral. Deposits are primarily found
in the Tébessa region.

o lIron Ore: Large deposits of iron ore exist in Algeria, particularly in areas like Ouenza and
Gara Djebilet. The iron ore is used to supply the domestic steel industry and is also
exported. The Gara Djebilet mine is one of the world's largest iron ore reserves.

o Gold: Algeria possesses notable gold reserves, mainly located near the Atlas Mountains.
There are several active gold mines in the country, with the Amesmessa mine being one of
the most significant.

e Zinc and Lead: Significant quantities of zinc and lead are found in Algeria, with the El-
Abed mine being a major source of production. The Tala Hamza mine is a large zinc
project under development.

e Helium: Algeria has a considerable share of the world's helium reserves and was once a
significant producer. Helium is extracted from natural gas.

e Other Minerals: Algeria also has deposits of other minerals such as gypsum, mercury,
silver, uranium, manganese, tin, nickel, cobalt, chrome, kaolin, and marble. These are
found in various regions across the country.

The Algerian government is actively seeking to diversify its economy by promoting investmentin
the mining sector beyond hydrocarbons, focusing on minerals like iron ore, phosphate, zinc, and
gold.

Government Structure of Algeria:

Algeria operates as a unitary semi-presidential constitutional republic. The government
structure features a separation of powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches.

e Executive Branch:

o Head of State: The President s the head of state and is elected by popular vote
for a five-year term, renewable once (after a constitutional amendment in 2020
reinstated the two-term limit). The President holds significant powers, including
appointing and dismissing cabinet members and the Prime Minister. The current
President is Abdelmadijid Tebboune.

o Head of Government: The Prime Minister is the head of government and is
appointed by the President. The Prime Minister oversees the Council of Ministers



(cabinet) and is responsible to the People's National Assembly (the lower house
of parliament). The current Prime Minister is Nadir Larbaoui.
o Council of Ministers: The cabinet, appointed by the Prime Minister, comprises
various ministers responsible for different government portfolios.
Legislative Branch:
o The Parliament is bicameral, consisting of two chambers:

= Council of the Nation (Majlis al-Ummah): The upper house has members
who serve six-year terms. Some members are indirectly elected by an
electoral college comprising representatives from local and provincial
assemblies, and others are appointed by the President (currently up to
one-third of the members). Half of the Council's members are renewed
every three years. The President of the Council of the Nation is currently
Salah Goudijil.

» People's National Assembly (Al-Majlis al-Sha'abi al-Watani): The lower
house has members directly elected by popular votes through a closed-list
proportional representation system for five-year terms. Eight members
represent the Algerian diaspora. The President of the People's National
Assembly is currently Ibrahim Boughali.

o Legislative power is vested in both the government and the two chambers of
parliament. However, the People's National Assembly has been described as
having less power relative to the executive branch.

Judicial Branch:
o Thejudiciary in Algeria is independent, at least in principle. It comprises:

» Supreme Court: The highest court in the ordinary judicial system.

» Council of State (Conseil d'Etat): The highest court in the administrative
judicial system.

» Constitutional Court: Responsible for reviewing the constitutionality of
laws and regulations. The members are appointed, with some by the
President and others by the two houses of Parliament.

= There are also lower courts and tribunals throughout the country. Algeria's
judicial system does notinclude Sharia courts.

Political System:
o Algeria is a multi-party state, but all political parties must be approved by the
Ministry of the Interior. There are more than 40 legal political parties in the country.
The Constitution prohibits the formation of parties based on religion, language,
race, gender, orregion.
o Elections are held for the Presidency and both houses of Parliament. While the
government espouses participatory democracy, past elections have faced



criticism regarding transparency and fairness. An independent body, the
Independent National Authority for Elections (ANIE), was established to oversee
elections.

Administrative Divisions:

o Algeriais divided into 58 wilayas (provinces), each headed by a wali (governor)
who reports to the Minister of Interior. Each wilaya is further divided into dairas,
which are then divided into communes. These administrative divisions have
elected assemblies that govern local affairs.




The population of Angola

o World meter estimates the population to be around 38.76 million.
e Macrotrends projects the population to be approximately 38.94 million.
o Britannica estimates the population to be around 36.18 million.




Natural Minerals and Government Structure of ANGOLA
Natural Minerals of Angola:

Angola is rich in a variety of natural resources, which form a significant part of its economy.
Key minerals include:

e Petroleum: Angola is the second-largest oil producer in sub-Saharan Africa and a
member of OPEC. A significant portion of its oil production comes from offshore fields.

o Diamonds: Angola is a major producer of gem-quality diamonds, with alluvial deposits
found widely in the northeastern part of the country and potential for kimberlite pipe
mining.

o Natural Gas: Angola has substantial natural gas reserves; both associated with oil and
unassociated. There is potential for increased development and monetization of this
resource.

o Iron Ore: Large reserves of iron ore exist in the southwest, although they are generally
of lower grade.

o Phosphates: Angola has phosphate deposits.

o Bauxite: Bauxite is present in Angola.

e Uranium: Uranium deposits are known to exist.

e Gold: Gold is found in Angola.

e Granite: Angola possesses granite resources.

e Copper: Copper is among Angola's natural minerals.

o Feldspar: Feldspar deposits are present.

e Other Minerals: There are also known occurrences of manganese, silver, platinum, tin,
nickel, cobalt, and marble.

Angola's economy is heavily reliant on its oil and diamond sectors. The government is working
to diversify the economy and develop other mineral resources.

Government Structure of Angola:

Angola operates as a unitary presidential constitutional republic with a multi-party system.
The structure of the government includes three branches:

o Executive Branch:

o Head of State and Government: The President holds both titles. Following the
adoption of the 2010 constitution, the President is elected as the leader of the
political party that receives the most votes in the general legislative elections. The
President appoints the Vice-President and the Council of Ministers (cabinet).
The President has significant executive powers. The current President is Joao
Manuel Gongalves Lourenco.

o Vice-President: The Vice-President is appointed by the President and serves as
the deputy head of state.

o Legislative Branch:



o The National Assembly (Assembleia Nacional) is a unicameral parliament with
220 members. These members are elected through a closed-list proportional
representation system for a five-year term. While the National Assembly is
responsible for creating laws, in practice, much legislation originates from the
executive branch.

e Judicial Branch:
o The judiciary includes:

=  Supreme Court (Tribunal Supremo): The highest court in the nation,
with judges appointed by the President.

= Constitutional Court (Tribunal Constitucional): Responsible for
constitutional review. Its members are appointed by various bodies,
including the President, the National Assembly, and the Superior Council
of the Judiciary.

= Court of Auditors (Tribunal de Contas)

* Supreme Military Court (Tribunal Militar Supremo)

= Lower courts at provincial and municipal levels.

Key Aspects of Angola's Government:

o Presidential System: The President holds significant power as both head of state and
government.

e Multi-Party System: While multiple political parties exist, the People's Movement for
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) has been the ruling party since independence in 1975
and holds significant influence.

o Centralized Power: Historically, power has been concentrated in the presidency.

o Administrative Divisions: Angola is divided into 18 provinces, each headed by a
governor appointed by the central government. These provinces are further divided into
municipalities and other local administrative units.

o Legal System: The legal system is primarily based on Portuguese civil law and
customary law, with modifications to accommodate political pluralism and a greater use
of free markets.

It's important to note that while Angola has a formal democratic structure, there have been
concerns raised by international observers regarding the fairness of elections, the concentration
of power, and issues with corruption and human rights.



Population of Benin:

Current estimates for April 2025 place the population of Benin around 14.81 million.

1.

2.

Worldometer: 14.81 million
Macrolrends: 14.45 million
Britannica: 14.05 million

These figures indicate a growing population in Benin.




Natural Minerals of Benin:

Benin's mineral resources are not as extensive as some other African nations, but it does

possess the following:

Limestone: Significant deposits, used in cement production.
Marble: Found at Dadjo.
Clay: Important deposits of pottery clay at Sakété.

Iron Ore: Located in the Atakora Mountains and northeast of Kandi, generally
considered low-grade.

Chromite: Found in the northwest near Natitingou.

Gold: Small quantities found in the northwest, with recent identification of
mineralization in the Atacora and Alibori regions attracting some foreign interest.

Phosphate: Deposits found along the coastal regions.

Offshore Oil: Discovered in 1968 in the Sémé field near Cotonou and has been
exploited since 1982, though reserves are nearing exhaustion.

Ilmenite: A mineral source of titanium, found near the coast.

Small quantities of: Cassiterite, colored gemstones (tourmaline and aquamarine),

and tantalum ore are mined by artisanal miners.

Benin's mining sector is largely focused on industrial minerals. The government has been

working to attract foreign investment in the mining sector and revise mining laws to make it

more appealing.

Government Structure of Benin:

Benin operates as a multiparty presidential republic under its 1990 constitution. The

government has a separation of powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial

branches.

Executive Branch:

o Head of State and Government: The President is directly elected by
absolute majority popularvote for a five-year term, with a maximum of two
consecutive terms. The President appoints the Council of Ministers

(cabinet). The position of Prime Minister, while constitutionally possible, has

been vacant for extended periods. The current President is Patrice Talon.



Legislative Branch:

o The National Assembly is unicameral, consisting of 109 members (since
the 2023 elections). Members are directly elected by popular vote through a

closed-list proportional representation system for a five-year term. The

National Assembly exercises legislative power and oversees government

actions.

Judicial Branch:

o Thejudiciaryincludes:

Constitutional Court: The highest court for constitutional matters,
with seven members nominated by the National Assembly and
appointed by the President.

Supreme Court: The highest court for administrative and judicial
matters. Its president is nominated by the President after advice from
the President of the National Assembly.

High Court of Justice: Hears cases against the President and other
high-ranking government officials. Its members include members of
the Constitutional Court (excluding its president), six deputies from
the National Assembly, and the President of the Supreme Court.

Lower courts and tribunals exist at various levels.

Key Aspects of Benin's Government:

Presidential Republic: The President holds significant executive authority.

Multiparty System: Benin has a vibrant multiparty system.

Unicameral Legislature: The National Assembly is the sole legislative body.

Decentralized Administration: Benin is divided into 12 departments, which are

further divided into communes and other local administrative units.

Relatively Stable Democracy: Benin is considered to have one of the more stable
democratic systems in West Africa, with well-functioning democratic institutions at

the national level.’


https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/BEN
https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/BEN

Botswana

Based on current estimates for April 2025:

e Britannica estimates the population to be around 2,475,000.

e Other major sources like Worldometer and MacroTrends typically provide mid-year
estimates, so their precise April 2025 figures might not be available yet. However, based
on recent trends, their estimates would likely be in a similar range, potentially slightly
higher than the Britannica figure given typical population growth.




Natural Minerals of Botswana:

Botswana is well-endowed with mineral resources, which are crucial to its economy. The most
significant are:

o Diamonds: Botswana is one of the world's leading producers of gem-quality diamonds.
Major diamond mines include Jwaneng (one of the richest in the world), Orapa,
Letlhakane, and Damtshaa, operated primarily through a partnership between the
government and De Beers.

o Copper and Nickel: Significant deposits are found in the Selebi-Phikwe region, although
mining operations in this area have faced challenges and closures in recent years.

e Coal: Botswana has substantial coal reserves, mainly sub-bituminous, suitable for power
generation. There are efforts to further develop these resources for both domestic use and
export.

e Soda Ash and Salt: The Sua Pan (Sowa) deposit contains significant reserves of soda
ash (sodium carbonate) and salt (sodium chloride), which are extracted for industrial use.

e Gold: There are smaller gold mining operations in Botswana.

e Silver: Often found as a byproduct of copper and nickel mining.

e Iron Ore: While significant deposits exist, their exploitation has been limited due to
various economic and logistical factors.

e Manganese: Deposits are known, but large-scale mining has not been extensively
developed.

e Other Minerals: Botswana also has occurrences of semi-precious stones, talc, and other
industrial minerals.

The mining sector plays a dominant role in Botswana's economy, particularly diamonds, which
account for a large share of its export earnings. The government is actively involved in managing
and regulating the mining industry.

Government Structure of Botswana:

Botswana is a parliamentary republic within the Commonwealth. Its government structure is
characterized by stability and a strong tradition of democratic institutions.

o Executive Branch:

o Head of State and Government: The President is the head of state and the head
of government. The President is elected by the National Assembly following a
general election. The leader of the political party that wins the majority of seats in
the National Assembly becomes the President. The President serves a five-year
term, with a constitutional limit of two consecutive terms. The current President
is Mokgweetsi Masisi.

o Cabinet: The President appoints the Cabinet, which consists of ministers
responsible for various government portfolios. The Cabinet advises the President
and implements government policies.



o Vice-President: The Vice-President is appointed by the President from among
the elected members of the National Assembly and is the principal assistant to the
President.

o Legislative Branch:

o The Parliament is unicameral and consists of the National Assembly and the
President.

o The National Assembly has 65 members: 57 are directly elected from single-
member constituencies through a first-past-the-post system, 6 are specially elected
by the National Assembly, and the President and the Attorney-General are ex-
officio members (though the Attorney-General does not have voting rights).
Members serve five-year terms. The National Assembly is responsible for
making laws, overseeing the government's actions, and approving budgets.

e Judicial Branch:
o The judiciary is independent of the executive and legislative branches. It
comprises:
= Court of Appeal: The highest court in Botswana.
= High Court: Has general authority.
= Magistrates' Courts: ** Located throughout the country to handle less
serious cases.
= Customary Courts: ** Exist in many rural areas and apply customary law
in certain matters.

Key Aspects of Botswana's Government:

o Parliamentary System: The executive branch is drawn from and accountable to the
legislature.

e Strong Democratic Tradition: Botswana has a long history of peaceful transitions of
power and respect for democratic principles.

e Dominant Party System: The Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) has been the ruling
party since independence in 1966, although opposition parties are active and play a role
in the political landscape.

e Decentralized Administration: Botswana is divided into districts, which are further
subdivided into sub-districts, constituencies, wards, and villages. Local governance
structures exist at these levels.

o Rule of Law: Botswana generally upholds the rule of law and has a relatively transparent
legal system.



Population of Burkina Faso:

Based on current estimates for April 2025:

o Worldometer estimates the population to be around 24.54 million.

e MacroTrends projects the population to be approximately 24.18 million.

o Britannica estimates the population to be around 24.07 million (this was a 2021 estimate
for 2025).




Natural Minerals of Burkina Faso:
Burkina Faso's economy is largely agricultural, but it does have some notable mineral resources:

e Gold: Gold mining has become increasingly important, with several active mines across
the country. Burkina Faso is now a significant gold producer in Africa. Major gold
mining areas include Essakane, Hound¢, Taparko, and Youga.

e Zinc: The Perkoa zinc mine is a significant operation producing zinc concentrate.

e Manganese: Large deposits of high-grade manganese ore are located at Tambao, but
their full-scale exploitation has faced logistical and infrastructure challenges.

o Phosphate: Deposits exist at Kodjari.

e Limestone: Used for cement production.

o Small quantities of: Copper, nickel, bauxite, iron ore, and tin have also been identified.

The government has been actively promoting the mining sector to diversify the economy and
attract foreign investment.

Government Structure of Burkina Faso:

Following the September 2022 military coup, the constitutional framework is currently
suspended, and a transitional government is in place. Traditionally, Burkina Faso operated as a
semi-presidential republic with a multi-party system. The structures before the coup were:

o Executive Branch:

o President: Head of state, elected by popular vote for a five-year term with a two-
term limit. The President held significant executive powers, including appointing
the Prime Minister and the cabinet. The last elected President was Roch Marc
Christian Kaboré, who was ousted in a January 2022 coup.

o Prime Minister: Head of government, appointed by the President and responsible
to the National Assembly. The Prime Minister oversaw the government's day-to-
day operations. The last appointed Prime Minister before the January 2022 coup
was Lassina Zerbo.

o Legislative Branch:

o The National Assembly was a unicameral parliament with 127 members,
directly elected by proportional representation for a five-year term. The National
Assembly was responsible for making laws and overseeing the government. This
body was dissolved following the 2022 coup.

e Judicial Branch:

o The judiciary included the Constitutional Council, the highest court in matters of
constitutional law; the Supreme Court, the highest court of appeal; and various
lower courts and tribunals. The independence of the judiciary has been a topic of
concern at times.

Current Situation (Post-Coup):



As of April 2025, Burkina Faso is led by a military junta, the Patriotic Movement for
Safeguard and Restoration (MPSR).

o Head of State: The transitional head of state is Captain Ibrahim Traoré, who assumed
power following the September 2022 coup.

e A transitional government has been appointed.

e The Constitution is suspended, and the National Assembly is dissolved.

e A transitional charter has been adopted, outlining a roadmap for a return to
constitutional rule, although the timeline for this transition has been extended.

The current governance structure is characterized by military leadership and a transitional
administration working towards establishing a new constitutional order. The focus is on security
challenges and the process of political transition.
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Population of Cameroon:

Based on current estimates for April 2025:
o Worldometer estimates the population to be around 30.84 million.
e MacroTrends projects the population to be approximately 30.32 million.

e Britannica estimates the population to be around 29.67 million (this was a 2021
estimate for 2025).




Natural Minerals of Cameroon:

Cameroon possesses a diverse range of mineral resources, although many are not yet
exploited on a large scale:

Petroleum: Crude oil is a significant export for Cameroon, with offshore and
onshore production. However, reserves are not as large as some other African
producers.

Natural Gas: Reserves exist and are being developed for both domestic use and
export (LNG).

Bauxite: Significant bauxite deposits are located in the Minim-Martap region, but
their exploitation has been hindered by infrastructure limitations.

Iron Ore: Large, high-grade iron ore deposits are found in the Kribi region (Mbalam-
Nabeba project), with potential for significant development.

Gold: Both artisanal and small-scale mining, as well as some industrial operations,
extract gold in various parts of the country.

Diamonds: Small-scale diamond mining occurs in the east of Cameroon.

Cobalt and Nickel: Deposits are associated with bauxite in the Minim-Martap area.
Uranium: Exploration has revealed uranium deposits.

Tin (Cassiterite) and Wolframite: Found in some areas.

Limestone: Used for cement production.

Other Minerals: Cameroon also has resources like manganese, rutile, and various
industrial minerals.

The government is actively seeking to attract foreign investment to develop its mineral

sector, particularly for bauxite, iron ore, and gold, to diversify the economy beyond oil and

agriculture.

Government Structure of Cameroon:

Cameroon operates as a unitary presidential republic with a multi-party system, although

the ruling party has maintained a dominant position for decades. The constitution was
adopted in 1972 and has been amended several times.

Executive Branch:



o President: The head of state, directly elected by popular vote for a seven-

year term, with no constitutional term limits following amendments. The

President holds significant executive powers, including appointing the Prime
Minister and the cabinet. The current President is Paul Biya, who has been in
office since 1982.

o Prime Minister: The head of government, appointed by the President and
responsible for the day-to-day operations of the government. The current

Prime Minister is Joseph Dion Ngute.

o Cabinet (Council of Ministers): Appointed by the President on the
recommendation of the Prime Minister.

e Legislative Branch:

o The Parliament is bicameral:

National Assembly: The lower house has 180 members, directly
elected by popular vote for a five-year term.

Senate: The upper house has 100 members. Seventy are indirectly
elected by regional and municipal councils, and thirty are directly
appointed by the President. Senators serve a five-year term.

e Judicial Branch:

o Thejudiciaryis theoretically independent and includes:

Supreme Court: The highest court of appeal.

Constitutional Council: Reviews the constitutionality of laws and
handles election disputes. Its members are appointed by the
President.

Courts of Appeal.

High Courts and various lower courts and tribunals throughout the
country.

Military courts also exist.

Key Aspects of Cameroon's Government:

o Strong Presidential System: The President holds considerable power.



Dominant Party: The People's Democratic Movement (RDPC) has been the ruling
party for a long period.

Bicameral Legislature: The National Assembly and the Senate make up the
Parliament.

Decentralization Efforts: The constitution provides for decentralization, and there
are regional and local authorities, but the central government retains significant
control.

Anglophone Crisis: The Northwest and Southwest regions (Anglophone Cameroon)
have been experiencing conflict and calls for greater autonomy or independence,
posing a significant political and security challenge.

Human Rights Concerns: Issues related to human rights, freedom of the press, and
political freedoms have been raised by international observers.



Population of Cabo Verde

Based on current estimates for April 2025:

o Worldometer estimates the population to be around 604,000.

e MacroTrends projects the population to be approximately 600,000.

e Britannica estimates the population to be around 491,100 (this was a 2021 estimate for
2025 and seems lower than more recent data).




Natural Minerals of Cabo Verde:

Cabo Verde is not particularly rich in a wide variety of natural mineral resources. Its volcanic
origin means that mineral deposits are relatively limited. The main resources include:

e Salt: Solar evaporation of seawater is used to produce salt, which is a significant resource
for the islands.

e Pozzolana: A volcanic ash used in cement production.

e Limestone: Quarried for construction purposes.

o Basalt: Used as building stone.

e Sand and Gravel: Extracted for construction.

There have been some explorations for other minerals, including potential offshore oil and gas,
but no significant discoveries have been commercially exploited to date. The economy of Cabo
Verde is much more reliant on services, tourism, and fisheries than on mineral extraction.

Government Structure of Cabo Verde:

Cabo Verde operates as a semi-presidential parliamentary democratic republic. The
constitution was adopted in 1992 and has been amended several times.

e Executive Branch:

o President: The head of state, elected by direct universal suffrage for a five-year
term, with a maximum of two consecutive terms. The President's functions are
largely symbolic, but they also hold certain powers related to appointing the
Prime Minister and dissolving the National Assembly under specific
circumstances. The current President is José Maria Neves.

o Prime Minister: The head of government, appointed by the President after
consultation with the political parties represented in the National Assembly. The
Prime Minister is responsible for the day-to-day running of the government and
heads the Council of Ministers. The Prime Minister is accountable to the National
Assembly. The current Prime Minister is Ulisses Correia e Silva.

o Council of Ministers (Cabinet): Appointed by the Prime Minister and
responsible for various government portfolios.

o Legislative Branch:

o The National Assembly (Assembleia Nacional) is a unicameral parliament with
72 members, directly elected by proportional representation for a five-year term.
The National Assembly holds legislative power, scrutinizes the government's
actions, and approves budgets.

e Judicial Branch:

o The judiciary is independent and includes:

* Supreme Court of Justice (Supremo Tribunal de Justi¢ca): The highest
court of appeal.

= Constitutional Court (Tribunal Constitucional): Reviews the
constitutionality of laws and handles electoral disputes.

= Courts of Appeal.



= Courts of First Instance (Comarca Courts).
Key Aspects of Cabo Verde's Government:

e Semi-Presidential System: Power is shared between a President and a Prime Minister,
with the Prime Minister and the government responsible to the parliament.

o Parliamentary Democracy: The National Assembly plays a significant role in holding
the government accountable.

e Multiparty System: Cabo Verde has a stable multi-party system with regular and fair
elections.

e Rule of Law: The country generally upholds the rule of law and has a functioning legal
system.

e Decentralized Administration: Cabo Verde is divided into municipalities (concelhos),
which have elected local authorities.

Cabo Verde is considered a model of democracy and stability in Africa.


https://www.ifad.org/en/w/countries/cabo-verde
https://www.ifad.org/en/w/countries/cabo-verde

Population of the Central African Republic

Based on current estimates for April 2025:

e Worldometer estimates the population to be around 5.51 million.
e MacroTrends projects a similar figure of approximately 5.51 million.




Natural Minerals of the Central African Republic:

The Central African Republic (CAR) possesses a variety of mineral resources, though their
exploitation has been limited due to instability and logistical challenges. Key minerals include:

o Diamonds: CAR has significant diamond reserves, primarily alluvial deposits. The
diamond trade has been subject to the Kimberley Process to prevent the trade of conflict
diamonds.

e Gold: Gold is mined in several regions, often through artisanal and small-scale mining.
There is potential for larger-scale industrial operations.

e Uranium: Significant uranium deposits exist in the Bakouma region, but they have not
been commercially exploited due to high start-up costs and transportation issues.

e Iron Ore: Deposits have been identified, but production has ceased.

e Other Minerals: The country also has known resources of copper, manganese,
limestone, kaolin, graphite, ilmenite, tin, and traces of other minerals.

The mining sector, particularly diamonds and gold, contributes to the CAR's economy, although
its full potential remains largely untapped.

Government Structure of the Central African Republic:

The Central African Republic operates as a semi-presidential republic. Following periods of
instability and constitutional changes, the current structure is as follows:

o Executive Branch:

o President: The head of state, elected by popular vote for a five-year term, with a
two-term limit. The President appoints the Prime Minister. The current President
is Faustin-Archange Touadéra.

o Prime Minister: The head of government, appointed by the President. The Prime
Minister oversees the Council of Ministers and is responsible for the day-to-day
affairs of the government. The current Prime Minister is Félix Moloua.

o Council of Ministers: Appointed by the President on the recommendation of the
Prime Minister.

o Legislative Branch:
o The Parliament is bicameral, consisting of:
= National Assembly: The lower house with 140 members, elected by
direct universal suffrage for a five-year term.
= Senate: The upper house, the creation of which was stipulated in the 2015
constitution but was not immediately established.
e Judicial Branch:
o The judiciary includes:
= Supreme Court: The highest court of appeal.
= Constitutional Court: Reviews the constitutionality of laws and handles
election disputes. Its judges are appointed by the President.



= Courts of Appeal and lower courts.
Key Aspects of the CAR's Government:

e Semi-Presidential System: Power is shared between the President and the Prime
Minister.

e Bicameral Legislature (in principle): While the National Assembly is active, the
Senate's establishment was part of the 2015 constitution but has been delayed.

o Multiparty System: Several political parties exist, although the political landscape has
been marked by instability and conflict.

e Administrative Divisions: The country is divided into prefectures, economic
prefectures, and a commune (Bangui).

The Central African Republic has faced significant challenges in establishing stable governance

due to political instability, armed conflicts, and a lack of state authority in many regions. The
implementation of the constitutional framework has been affected by these factors.

Sources and related content


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_industry_of_the_Central_African_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_industry_of_the_Central_African_Republic

Population of Chad

Based on current estimates for April 2025:

e Worldometer estimates the population to be around 21.00 million.
o Population Today estimates the population to be around 20.85 million.
e MacroTrends projects the population to be approximately 21.00 million.




Natural Minerals of Chad:
Chad's mineral resources are not extensively developed, but the country possesses the following:

e Petroleum: Crude oil is the most significant mineral resource, accounting for a large
portion of Chad's exports and government revenue. Production occurs in the south.

e Gold: Artisanal and small-scale gold mining takes place. There is potential for larger
deposits.

e Natron (Sodium Carbonate): Found in the Lake Chad region and used locally.

e Limestone: Used for cement production.

e Other Minerals: Undeveloped resources include bauxite, diamonds, silver, titanium,
uranium, and wolframite.

The government is looking to diversify its economy beyond oil and explore its other mineral
potential.

Government Structure of Chad: The government of Chad is currently in a transitional period
following the death of President Idriss Déby in April 2021. Initially, a Transitional Military
Council (TMC) led by his son, Mahamat Déby, took power, dissolving the National Assembly
and the government.

Key aspects of the current situation and the previous constitutional framework (2018
Constitution):

o Head of State: Mahamat Idriss Déby Itno was sworn in as President on May 23, 2024,
after winning a disputed election. He was previously the head of the Transitional Military
Council.

o Head of Government: The Prime Minister is the head of government. The current
Prime Minister is Allamaye Halina.

o Executive Branch: The President appoints the Prime Minister and the Council of
Ministers (cabinet). The President holds significant executive powers.

o Legislative Branch: According to the 2018 constitution, Chad has a unicameral
legislature called the National Assembly. Members are elected by universal suffrage.
The National Assembly was dissolved in 2021 but has since been re-established.

e Judicial Branch: The judicial system includes the Supreme Court and various other
courts. The constitution provides for judicial independence, but the President has
significant influence over the appointment of key judicial officials.

o Political System: Chad has a multi-party system, but the political landscape has been
dominated by the Patriotic Salvation Movement (MPS).

It's important to note that the political situation in Chad has been fluid, with a recent transition to
a new president following a period of military rule. The long-term stability and full
implementation of the constitutional framework remain to be seen.
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Population of Comoros:

Based on estimates for April 2025:

o Worldometer estimates the population to be around 882,847.
e MacroTrends projects a similar figure of approximately 882,847.




Natural Minerals of Comoros:
The Comoros has limited known commercially exploited mineral resources. These include:

o Construction materials: Clay, sand, gravel, and crushed stone are produced for local
use.

e Salt: Produced through solar evaporation.

o There is potential for oil and gas deposits in its territorial waters, but exploration is in
the early stages.

o Indications of nickel and cobalt deposits exist on Grande Comore and Mohéli.

e Geological studies suggest the potential presence of rare earth deposits.

e Other minerals that may be present in limited quantities include gypsum, limestone, and
phosphates.

Currently, the Comoros relies on imports for many mineral-based products like cement, steel,
and petroleum.

Government Structure of Comoros:

The Union of the Comoros operates as a federal presidential republic with a multi-party
system. The President is both the head of state and head of government.

o Executive Branch:

o President: Directly elected by absolute majority vote for a five-year term, with a
two-term limit. The President appoints the Council of Ministers. The current
President is Azali Assoumani.

o Council of Ministers: Appointed by the President.

o Legislative Branch:

o The Assembly of the Union is unicameral, with 33 seats. 24 members are
directly elected by absolute majority vote, and 9 are indirectly elected by the
assemblies of the three autonomous islands. Members serve five-year terms.

o Judicial Branch:

o The highest court is the Supreme Court (Cour Supréme).

o There is also a Constitutional Court responsible for constitutional matters.

o Lower courts include the Court of Appeals and Tribunals of First Instance.

o Islamic law, French civil code, and customary law form the basis of the legal
system.

Key Aspects of Comoros' Government:



e Federal Structure: The Union comprises three autonomous islands: Grande Comore
(Ngazidja), Anjouan (Nzwani), and Mohéli (Mwali). Each island has a significant degree
of autonomy with its own elected governor and council, responsible for local affairs.

o Presidential Republic: The President holds significant executive power.

o Multiparty System: Several political parties participate in the political process.

o Historical Instability: The Comoros has experienced a fluid political situation since
independence, marked by coups and political insurrection.

o Lingering Sultanate Legacies: Precolonial sultanate structures and kinship ties still
influence social and political dynamics.

The government aims to balance the autonomy of the islands with the need for national unity and
economic development.



Population of the Democratic Republic of Congo

Based on estimates for April 2025:

¢ Worldometer: 112.08 million
e MacroTrends: 109.08 million




Natural Minerals of the Democratic Republic of Congo:

The DRC is exceptionally rich in a wide variety of natural resources, often described as a
"geological scandal" due to the sheer abundance. Key minerals include:

Cobalt: The DRC is the world's largest producer of cobalt, a crucial component in
batteries for electric vehicles and electronics.

Copper: Significant copper reserves are found, particularly in the Katanga region.
Diamonds: Both industrial and gem-quality diamonds are mined.

Gold: Mined in various regions, with both industrial and artisanal operations.
Tantalum (Coltan): A vital mineral for electronics, found in significant quantities.
Tin (Cassiterite): Another important mineral for electronics.

Lithium: The DRC has significant lithium deposits, essential for battery production.
Manganese: Found in notable quantities.

Uranium: Deposits exist.

Oil and Natural Gas: Some offshore oil deposits are present.

Other Minerals: The DRC also has resources like zinc, cadmium, germanium, iron ore,
tungsten, bauxite, silver, and rare earth elements.

Despite this vast mineral wealth, the majority of the Congolese population lives in poverty.
Governance of the extractive sector has been weak, characterized by corruption and instability,
particularly in mineral-rich eastern regions.

Government Structure of the Democratic Republic of Congo:

The Democratic Republic of the Congo operates as a semi-presidential republic with a
bicameral legislature. The current constitution was adopted in 2006.

Executive Branch:

o President: The head of state, elected by direct universal suffrage for a five-year
term, with a maximum of two terms. The President holds significant powers,
including appointing the Prime Minister and the cabinet, and is the commander-
in-chief of the armed forces. The current President is Félix Tshisekedi.

o Prime Minister: The head of government, appointed by the President from the
majority party or coalition in the National Assembly. The Prime Minister leads
the government and is responsible for the National Assembly. The current Prime
Minister is Judith Suminwa Tuluka, the first woman to hold the position.

o Council of Ministers (Cabinet): Appointed by the President on the
recommendation of the Prime Minister.

Legislative Branch:
o The Parliament is bicameral:
= National Assembly: The lower house with 500 members, directly elected
for a five-year term.
= Senate: The upper house with 108 members, indirectly elected by
provincial assemblies for a five-year term. Former presidents are also
senators for life.



e Judicial Branch:

o The judiciary is constitutionally independent and includes:

= Constitutional Court: Reviews the constitutionality of laws and handles
election disputes.

= Court of Cassation: The highest court of appeal for judicial matters.
= Council of State: The highest administrative court.
= Military High Court: Deals with military justice.
= Lower courts and tribunals at various levels.

Key Aspects of the DRC's Government:

o Semi-Presidential System: Power is shared between the President and the Prime
Minister.

o Bicameral Legislature: The National Assembly and the Senate constitute the
Parliament.

e Multiparty System: Numerous political parties exist, often aligned along ethnic or
regional lines.

o Decentralization: The 2006 constitution devoted some power to provincial
administrations, dividing the country into 26 provinces (including Kinshasa).

e Endemic Corruption: Corruption is a significant challenge at all levels of government.

o Political Instability and Conflict: The eastern regions of the DRC have been plagued by
armed conflict and the presence of numerous rebel groups, impacting governance and
development.

The DRC faces significant hurdles in translating its vast natural wealth into tangible benefits for
its large population due to challenges in governance, infrastructure, and security.

Sources and related content


https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/drc/overview
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/drc/overview

Population of Djibouti:

Based on estimates for April 2025:

e Worldometer: 1,184,076
e MacroTrends: 1,184,076




Natural Minerals of Djibouti:
Djibouti has limited known commercially exploited mineral resources. These include:

o Salt: Significant deposits, especially around Lake Assal, making Djibouti a notable salt
producer in the region.

e Gypsum: Present in certain regions.

e Limestone: Found and used for construction.

e Granite and Basalt: Utilized as construction materials.

e Geothermal Potential: The country has active volcanic areas and hot springs, indicating
potential for geothermal energy production.

e Other Minerals (minor occurrences): Clay, marble, diatomite, perlite, and potential
traces of gold and petroleum.

Government Structure of Djibouti:
Djibouti operates as a unitary dominant-party presidential republic.

o Executive Branch:
o President: The head of state and government, directly elected for a five-year
term. The President holds significant executive powers and appoints the Prime
Minister. The current President is Ismail Omar Guelleh.
o Prime Minister: Appointed by the President and heads the Council of Ministers.
The current Prime Minister is Abdoulkader Kamil Mohamed.
o Council of Ministers: Appointed by the President on the proposal of the Prime
Minister.
o Legislative Branch:
o The National Assembly is unicameral, with 65 members directly elected for a
five-year term.
e Judicial Branch:
o The legal system is based on French civil law, traditional practices, and Islamic
law.
o The highest court is the Supreme Court.

Key Aspects of Djibouti's Government:

e Strong Presidential System: The President holds considerable authority.

o Dominant Party: The People's Rally for Progress (RPP) has been the dominant political
force.

o Unicameral Legislature: The National Assembly is the sole legislative body. While
constitutional amendments in 2010 provided for a bicameral parliament with a new
Senate, the Senate has not yet been established.

o Strategic Location: Djibouti's location at the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait makes it strategically
important for trade and military presence.



Population of Egypt

Estimates for April 2025 vary slightly across sources:
e Worldometer: 118.37 million

e Macrolrends: 118.37 million



https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2019/3/4/modern-life-fails-to-intrude-on-djiboutis-white-gold-miners
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2019/3/4/modern-life-fails-to-intrude-on-djiboutis-white-gold-miners

Natural Minerals of Egypt:

Egypt possesses a variety of natural resources, including:

Petroleum and Natural Gas: Significant reserves, particularly in the Gulf of Suez,
the Western Desert, the Nile Delta, and offshore in the Mediterranean Sea. Natural
gas production has become increasingly important.

Phosphates: Major deposits mined at locations like Isna, Hamrawayn, and Safajah.
Iron Ore: Extracted from deposits at Aswan and the Al-Bahriyyah Oasis.
Gold: Mined in the Eastern Desert, with a history dating back to ancient times.

Manganese: Primarily sourced from mines in the Eastern Desert and reserves in the
Sinai Peninsula.

Limestone, Sand, and Cement: Important for the construction industry.
Salt: Produced through solar evaporation.
Coal: Deposits located in the Sinai Peninsula.

Other Minerals: Smaller quantities of chromium, uranium, tin, lead, copper, zinc,
feldspar, talc, and precious and semi-precious stones.

The Nile River is also a crucial natural resource, providing water for irrigation,
transportation, and hydroelectric power (Aswan High Dam).

Government Structure of Egypt:

Egypt operates as a republic with a semi-presidential system. The constitution of 2014
(amended in 2019) outlines the following structure:

Executive Branch:

o President: The head of state, directly elected for a six-year term with a
maximum of two consecutive terms. The President has significant powers,
including appointing the Prime Minister and the cabinet, and is the supreme
commander of the armed forces. The current President is Abdel Fattah EL-
Sisi.

o Prime Minister: The head of government, appointed by the President. The
Prime Minister heads the cabinet and s responsible for the day-to-day affairs
of the government. The current Prime Minister is Mostafa Madbouly.



o Cabinet (Council of Ministers): Appointed by the President on the
recommendation of the Prime Minister.

o Legislative Branch:

o Parliament: Bicameral.

House of Representatives (Majlis al-Nuwab): The lower house with
596 members, mostly directly elected, with a small number
appointed by the President.

Senate (Majlis al-Shuyukh): The upper house, re-established in
2020, with 300 members, a mix of directly elected, party-list elected,
and presidentially appointed. The Senate primarily provides opinions
and proposals on national unity, social cohesion, government
structure, and constitutional amendments.

e Judicial Branch:

o Thejudiciary is stated as independent and includes:

Supreme Constitutional Court: Reviews the constitutionality of
laws.

Court of Cassation: The highest court of appeal for judicial matters.
Council of State: The highest administrative court.

Various lower courts and tribunals.

Key Aspects of Egypt's Government:

e Strong Presidential System: The President holds significant executive authority.

o Bicameral Legislature: The House of Representatives and the Senate constitute

the Parliament.

« Dominant Party System: While multiple political parties exist, one party has

historically held significant influence.

e Centralized Administration: Power is largely centralized in the national

government.

o Islam as State Religion: The constitution declares Islam as the state religion and

Arabic as the official language.



Population of Equatorial Guinea:

Estimates for April 2025 vary, but current data suggests a population of around 1.938 million.

e  Worldometer: 1,938,431 (mid-year estimate for 2025)
e Countrymeters:
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Equatorial Guinea's economy is heavily dominated by its petroleum and natural gas reserves,
which account for over 90% of national income. Other mineral resources include:

e Gold: Minor artisanal mining occurs.

o Diamonds: Preliminary explorations suggest potential deposits.

o Coltan (columbite-tantalite): Evidence of presence reported, but little exploration.
e Iron Ore: Reserves exist.

e Bauxite: Prospects for exploration, mainly on Bioko Island.

o Titanium, Manganese, and Uranium: Deposits exist but largely undeveloped.

e Industrial minerals: Limestone, gypsum, and kaolin are present.

Government Structure of Equatorial Guinea:

Equatorial Guinea operates as a unitary dominant-party presidential republic. The President
is the head of state and head of government, holding extensive powers.

o Executive Branch:

o President: Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo has been the President since
1979. The President appoints and dismisses members of the cabinet, can make
laws by decree, dissolve the Chamber of Representatives, negotiate and ratify
treaties, and call legislative elections. The President is also the commander-in-
chief of the armed forces.

o Prime Minister: Appointed by the President and coordinates government
activities in areas other than foreign affairs, national defense, and security. The
current Prime Minister is Manuela Roka Botey (appointed August 16, 2024).

o Council of Ministers: Appointed by the President.

o Legislative Branch:

o The Parliament is unicameral, known as the Chamber of People's
Representatives (Camara de Representantes del Pueblo), with 100 members
elected for a five-year term by proportional representation in multi-member
constituencies.

o Equatorial Guinea is considered a dominant-party state, where the Democratic
Party of Equatorial Guinea (PDGE) holds effective power.

e Judicial Branch:

o The judiciary includes the Supreme Tribunal. Supreme Court judges and

Constitutional Court members are appointed by the President.



Eritrea

April 2025, the population of Eritrea is estimated to be around 3.59 to 3.61 million people,
according to Worldometer and MacroTrends. Other estimates vary slightly, with Britannica
suggesting a higher figure of 6.416 million, though this seems less consistent with other data.




Natural Minerals of Eritrea:
Eritrea possesses a variety of mineral resources, including:

e Gold: Significant reserves with active mining operations.

e Copper: Deposits have been identified and mined.

e Zinc: Exploitable deposits exist.

o Potash: Large deposits in the Danakil Depression with potential for significant
production.

e Salt: Produced from coastal areas and the Red Sea.

e Oil and Natural Gas: Potential reserves in the Red Sea basin, but largely untapped.

e Other Minerals: Limestone, gypsum, marble, ceramics, iron ore, silver, lead, asbestos,
talc, and feldspar have been reported. There is also potential for ornamental marble and
granite.

The Eritrean government is keen to develop its mining sector and has granted licenses to several
international companies for exploration and mining.

Government Structure of Eritrea:

Eritrea operates as a single-party presidential republic currently under what many international
observers consider a totalitarian dictatorship.

o Executive Branch:

o President: Isaias Afwerki has been the President since Eritrea gained
independence in 1993. The President is the head of state and head of government
and holds significant power. The President nominates heads of ministries and
other government bodies, which are then ratified by the National Assembly.

o Legislative Branch:

o The National Assembly has 150 seats. 75 members are from the ruling People's
Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ), and 75 are described as "popularly
elected" members appointed in 1993. However, no national elections have been
held since independence. The National Assembly theoretically sets internal and
external policies, approves the budget, and elects the president. However, in
practice, its power is limited. The assembly has not been convened since January
2002.

e Judicial Branch:

o The judiciary is stated to operate independently, with a court system extending
from local to national levels, including Civil, Military, and Special Courts.
However, its independence from the executive branch is questionable, with the
President controlling the appointment and dismissal of judges. A Supreme Court
called for in the constitution has never been established.

o Political System:

o [Eritrea is a one-party state. The People's Front for Democracy and Justice

(PFDJ) is the only legally permitted political party. No other political groups are



allowed to organize. Elections that were planned for 2001 have been indefinitely
postponed and then cancelled.

Key aspects of Eritrea's government include the long-standing rule of President Isaias Afwerki
and the PFDJ, the absence of national elections since independence, and concerns regarding
human rights and political freedoms. The 1997 constitution, which calls for an elected National
Assembly and a multi-party system, has never been fully implemented.



Eswatini

Estimates for April 2025 indicate a population of approximately 1.25 to 1.26 million people.

e Worldometer: 1,256,174 (mid-year estimate).
e DataReportal: 1.25 million (January 2025).




Natural Minerals of Eswatini:

Eswatini possesses some mineral resources, although their economic significance has declined
over time. These include:

Diamonds: Some deposits exist.

Coal: While Eswatini does use coal for energy, hydroelectric and biofuels are the
primary sources for electricity generation.

Gold: Historically mined, but current production is limited.

Quarry stone: Used for construction.

Talc: Deposits are present.

Asbestos: Mining has ceased.

Other Minerals (minor occurrences): Kaolin, pyrophyllite.

Historically, mining played a more significant role in Eswatini's economy, with iron ore being a
major export in the past. Currently, agriculture (sugarcane) and manufacturing are more
dominant sectors.

Government Structure of Eswatini:

Eswatini is an absolute monarchy with constitutional provisions and Swazi law and custom.
The King holds supreme executive, legislative, and judicial powers.

Head of State: The Ngwenyama (Lion), currently King Mswati III. The King is a
hereditary leader who rules the country with the assistance of a council of ministers and a
national legislature. The Ndlovukati (She-Elephant), the Queen Mother or a ritual
substitute, also holds a significant traditional role.
Executive Branch: Executive authority is vested in the King. He appoints the Prime
Minister (the head of government), currently Russell Dlamini, and the Cabinet (Council
of Ministers).
Legislative Branch (Libandla - Parliament): Bicameral.
o Senate: Has 30 seats. Ten members are elected by the House of Assembly, and 20
are appointed by the King (at least half of whom must be women).
o House of Assembly: Has 65 seats. Up to 60 members are directly elected from
Tinkhundla (traditional sub-regional districts), and up to 10 are appointed by the
King. The Attorney General is an ex-officio member. Elections are held every
five years on a non-party basis.

Judicial Branch: The legal system is dual, comprising traditional Emaswati National
Courts and Constitutional Courts (which practice Roman Dutch Law). The Constitutional
Courts include the High Court, Magistrate Courts, and Industrial Courts, headed by the
Chief Justice. Judges and magistrates are under the Chief Justice's office.



Key aspects of Eswatini's government include the ultimate authority of the monarch, the dual
legal system, and a parliament with elected and appointed members. The Tinkhundla system is a
unique feature, serving as both administrative units and constituencies for parliamentary
elections. Political parties are legally permitted but have played a limited role in elections.

Sources and related content


https://www.africanmining.co.za/2023/06/01/reigniting-mining-in-eswatini-land-of-the-swazis/
https://www.africanmining.co.za/2023/06/01/reigniting-mining-in-eswatini-land-of-the-swazis/

Ethiopia
As of April 22, 2025, estimates for the population of Ethiopia are around 134.7 to 135.4 million.

e  Worldometer: 134,755,016 (as of April 15, 2025) and projects 135,472,051 by mid-year
2025.

o Countrymeters: Estimates the population to be 129,625,116 as of April 22, 2025, and
projects 131,890,252 at the beginning of 2026.




Natural Minerals of Ethiopia:

Ethiopia is considered to have significant potential in mineral resources. Some of the key natural
minerals found in the country include:

Gold: Significant reserves with active mining operations.

Platinum: Potential reserves.

Tantalum: Deposits exist.

Potash: Large deposits, particularly in the Danakil Depression.

Oil and Natural Gas: Potential reserves, especially in the Ogaden basin and other
areas.

Gemstones: Including opal.

Copper: Identified reserves.

Iron Ore: Deposits are present.

Lithium: Significant potential.

Other Minerals: Salt, marble, limestone, and various industrial minerals are also found.

The Ethiopian government is actively working to attract foreign investment in its mining sector
to further explore and exploit these resources for economic growth.

Government Structure of Ethiopia:

Ethiopia operates as a federal parliamentary republic. The government structure is defined by
the 1995 Constitution and features a separation of powers among the executive, legislative, and
judicial branches at the federal level, with similar structures in the regional states.

Executive Branch:

o President: The head of state, elected by the House of Peoples' Representatives for
a six-year term. The current President is Taye Atske Selassie. The role is largely
ceremonial.

o Prime Minister: The head of government and holds executive power. The Prime
Minister is designated by the party in power following legislative elections and is
chosen by the lower chamber of the Federal Parliamentary Assembly. The current
Prime Minister is Abiy Ahmed.

o Council of Ministers: Appointed by the Prime Minister and is responsible for
implementing policies and the day-to-day administration of government affairs.

Legislative Branch (Federal Parliamentary Assembly):
o Bicameral Parliament: Consists of two houses:

= House of Peoples' Representatives (HPR): The lower house with 547
members directly elected to five-year terms. It is the primary legislative
body, responsible for passing laws, approving budgets, and overseeing the
executive.

= House of Federation (HIF): The upper house with 153 members (as of
August 2023). Members are chosen by the regional councils or directly by
the people of each Nation, Nationality, and People, with at least one
representative per group and one additional representative for each



additional million of their population. They serve five-year terms. The
House of Federation interprets the Constitution, adjudicates disputes
between regions, and determines issues related to the rights of Nations,
Nationalities, and Peoples.

e Judicial Branch:

o The judiciary is stated to be independent and is divided into federal and regional
courts.
o Federal Supreme Court: The highest court at the federal level.

o Federal System: Ethiopia is a federal state divided into 12 regional states based on
ethnicity. These regions have significant autonomy and their own regional governments
responsible for areas like education and health, tailored to their specific needs. They have
regional councils whose members are directly elected.

Key aspects of Ethiopia's government include its federal structure based on ethno-linguistic
regions, a parliamentary system where the Prime Minister holds executive power, and a
bicameral parliament with distinct roles for the House of Peoples' Representatives and the House
of Federation.

Sources and related content


https://uneca.org/storys/ethiopia%E2%80%99s-mining-sector-has-potential-stimulate-economic-growth-poverty-reduction-says#:~:text=Ethiopia's%20mining%20sector%20has%20potential,Nations%20Economic%20Commission%20for%20Africa
https://uneca.org/storys/ethiopia%E2%80%99s-mining-sector-has-potential-stimulate-economic-growth-poverty-reduction-says#:~:text=Ethiopia's%20mining%20sector%20has%20potential,Nations%20Economic%20Commission%20for%20Africa

As of April 22, 2025, the population of Gabon is estimated to be around 2.53 to 2.59 million
people.




Natural Minerals of Gabon:
Gabon is rich in natural resources. Key minerals include:
e Manganese: Gabon is a major global producer of high-grade manganese ore.

e Petroleum and Natural Gas: These are significant contributors to Gabon's
economy.

e Gold: There is some gold mining activity.
o Iron Ore: Significant reserves exist.

e Other Minerals: Including diamonds, uranium, niobium, phosphate, marble,
cement, talc, rare earth elements, copper, and titanium.

Government Structure of Gabon:

Following the August 2023 military coup, Gabon is in a period of political transition. A new
constitution was approved in a referendum in November 2024. Key features of the
government structure include:

o Head of State: Transitional President General Brice Clotaire Oligui Nguema. The
new constitution establishes a seven-year presidential term, renewable once, and
prohibits dynastic succession.

e Head of Government: The role of Prime Minister has been abolished under the new
constitution.

o Executive Branch: Executive power is held by the President, who appoints and
dismisses cabinet members and is assisted by two Vice Presidents.

o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral, consisting of the National Assembly
and the Senate. Deputies and senators serve five-year terms. Deputies are directly
elected, while senators are indirectly elected. A transitional parliament was
appointed after the 2023 coup.

e Judicial Branch: The constitution provides for an independent judiciary, including
the Court of Cassation, courts of appeal, tribunal courts, and administrative and
financial courts. The Constitutional Court is the highest court for constitutional
matters.

Elections are planned for August 2025, and the exact structure and powers of the
government may continue to evolve during this period.
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Natural Minerals and Government
Structure of Ghana

Unveiling Ghana's Rich Mineral Resources and Robust Governance

Ghana, located on the west coast of Africa, is renowned for its rich natural resources and
well-established government structure. This beautiful nation, known as the "Gold Coast"
during the colonial era, continues to be a significant player in the global mining industry. In
addition to its mineral wealth, Ghana maintains a stable and democratic political system.

Natural Minerals of Ghana

Ghana is endowed with various natural minerals, making it one of the richest countries in
terms of mineral resources in Africa. The following are some of the key minerals found in
Ghana:

Gold

Gold is Ghana's most essential and prolific mineral resource. Known as the "Gold Coast"
during colonial times, Ghana remains one of the top gold-producing countries in the world.
Major gold mining operations are concentrated in the Ashanti Region, with the Obuasi and
Tarkwa mines being some of the most prominent. Gold production significantly contributes
to Ghana's economy and export earnings.

Diamonds

Ghana also produces diamonds, primarily from the Birim River Basin in the Eastern Region.
The country is known for both industrial and gem-quality diamonds, contributing to its
diverse mineral portfolio. Diamond mining in Ghana dates back to the early 20th century,
and the country remains a notable player in the diamond industry.

Bauxite

Bauxite, the primary ore for aluminum production, is another vital mineral resource in
Ghana. Significant bauxite deposits are found in the Awaso area in the Western Region. The
exploitation of bauxite has the potential to boost Ghana's industrial sector and overall
economic development.



Manganese

Ghana is one of the world's top producers of manganese, with extensive deposits in the
Nsuta region in the Western Region. Manganese is an essential componentin steel
production and other industrial applications. The country's rich manganese deposits have
been mined since the early 20th century, making it a crucial part of Ghana's mining sector.

Other Minerals

In addition to gold, diamonds, bauxite, and manganese, Ghana is rich in other minerals
such asiron ore, limestone, kaolin, and silica sand. These minerals offer significant
opportunities for industrialization and economic diversification.

Government Structure of Ghana

Ghana is a constitutional democracy with a multi-party-political system. The country has a
well-defined government structure divided into three branches: the Executive, the
Legislature, and the Judiciary. This structure ensures a system of checks and balances and
promotes good governance.

The Executive Branch

The Executive branch is headed by the President, who serves as both the head of state and
the head of government. The President is elected through a popular vote for a four-year
term and can serve a maximum of two terms. The Executive branch also includes the Vice
President, the Cabinet, and other ministers appointed by the President.

Legislature

Ghana's Legislature, known as Parliament, is a unicameral body consisting of Members of
Parliament (MPs) elected every four years. Parliament is responsible for making laws
approving the national budget and providing oversight of the Executive branch. The Speaker
of Parliament presides over parliamentary sessions and ensures that parliamentary
procedures are followed.

The Judiciary

The Judiciary in Ghana is independent of the Executive and Legislature. It is responsible for
interpreting and upholding the country's laws. The highest court in the Judiciary is the
Supreme Court, followed by the Court of Appeal, the High Court, and various lower courts.
Judges are appointed by the President on the advice of the Judicial Council and are
expected to administer justice impartially.



Local Government

Ghana's local government structure comprises metropolitan, municipal, and district
assemblies. These assemblies are responsible for local administration and development.
They are headed by elected officials and supported by appointed civil servants. Local
governments play a vital role in ensuring that national policies are implemented at the
grassroots level.

Conclusion

Ghana's rich natural mineral resources and robust government structure are pillars of the
nation's development. The mining sector continues to drive economic growth, while the
democratic government ensures stability and good governance. As Ghana moves forward,
it aims to harness its mineral wealth and strengthen its institutions to achieve sustainable
development and improve the well-being of its citizens.



Guinea
April 22, 2025, estimates the population around 14.4 to 14.7 million.

e Worldometer: Projects a population of 15,099,727 for Guinea in 2025 (based on data
from 2019, so potentially less accurate for the current date).

e Other sources, considering more recent trends, suggest a figure closer to the mid-14
million range. For example, MacroTrends estimates around 14.4 million for mid-2025.




Natural Minerals of Guinea:

Guinea is exceptionally rich in mineral resources, holding some of the world's largest reserves of
certain minerals. Key resources include:

o Baucxite: Guinea has the world's largest reserves of bauxite, the primary ore for
aluminum production. Major mining operations are ongoing.

e Iron Ore: Significant high-grade iron ore deposits exist, particularly in the Simandou
and Nimba Mountains, although their development has faced logistical and political
challenges.

e Gold: Both artisanal and industrial gold mining are significant in Guinea.

o Diamonds: Guinea has diamond deposits, with both alluvial and kimberlite sources.

e Other Minerals: Guinea also has known deposits of uranium, manganese, nickel, cobalt,
zinc, and potential for oil and gas offshore.

The mining sector is a crucial part of Guinea's economy, with bauxite and gold being major
exports. The development of iron ore projects has the potential to significantly boost the
economy in the future.

Government Structure of Guinea:

Guinea is currently under a military junta following a coup d'état in September 2021. The
constitution has been suspended, and a transitional government is in place. Traditionally, Guinea
operated as a presidential republic. The structures before the coup were:

o Executive Branch:

o President: The head of state, elected by popular vote for a five-year term with a
two-term limit (though this was subject to change under the previous regime). The
President held significant executive powers, including appointing the Prime
Minister and the cabinet. The last elected President was Alpha Condé¢, who was
overthrown in the 2021 coup.

o Prime Minister: The head of government, appointed by the President and
responsible to the National Assembly. The last appointed Prime Minister before
the coup was Mohamed Béavogui, who was appointed by the junta.

o Council of Ministers: Appointed by the President on the recommendation of the
Prime Minister.

o Legislative Branch:

o The National Assembly was a unicameral parliament with 114 members,
directly elected for a five-year term. This body was dissolved following the 2021
coup.

e Judicial Branch:

o The judiciary included the Supreme Court, the highest court of appeal; the
Constitutional Court, which reviewed the constitutionality of laws; and various
lower courts and tribunals. The independence of judiciary has been a concern.

Current Situation (Post-Coup):



o Following the September 2021 coup led by Colonel Mamady Doumbouya, the National
Committee of Reconciliation and Development (CNRD) is the ruling junta.

e A transitional government has been established, with Brigadier General Mamady
Doumbouya as the transitional President.

e A transitional charter has been adopted, outlining a roadmap for a return to
constitutional rule, although the timeline and specifics of this transition are still evolving.

e The Constitution remains suspended, and the National Assembly is dissolved.

The current governance structure is characterized by military leadership and a transitional
administration working towards establishing a new constitutional order.

Sources and related content



https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/26/guinea-world-bank-provides-support-to-improve-the-management-of-mining-and-natural-resources
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/26/guinea-world-bank-provides-support-to-improve-the-management-of-mining-and-natural-resources

GABON POPULATION

As of April 22, 2025, the population of Gabon is estimated to be around 2.53 to 2.59 million
people.




Natural Minerals of Gabon:
Gabon is rich in natural resources. Key minerals include:
e Manganese: Gabon is a major global producer of high-grade manganese ore.

e Petroleum and Natural Gas: These are significant contributors to Gabon's
economy.

e Gold: There is some gold mining activity.
o Iron Ore: Significant reserves exist.

e Other Minerals: Including diamonds, uranium, niobium, phosphate, marble,
cement, talc, rare earth elements, copper, and titanium.

Government Structure of Gabon:

Following the August 2023 military coup, Gabon is in a period of political transition. A new
constitution was approved in a referendum in November 2024. Key features of the
government structure include:

o Head of State: Transitional President General Brice Clotaire Oligui Nguema. The
new constitution establishes a seven-year presidential term, renewable once, and
prohibits dynastic succession.

e Head of Government: The role of Prime Minister has been abolished under the new
constitution.

o Executive Branch: Executive power is held by the President, who appoints and
dismisses cabinet members and is assisted by two Vice Presidents.

o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral, consisting of the National Assembly
and the Senate. Deputies and senators serve five-year terms. Deputies are directly
elected, while senators are indirectly elected. A transitional parliament was
appointed after the 2023 coup.

e Judicial Branch: The constitution provides for an independent judiciary, including
the Court of Cassation, courts of appeal, tribunal courts, and administrative and
financial courts. The Constitutional Court is the highest court for constitutional
matters.

Elections are planned for August 2025, and the exact structure and powers of the
government may continue to evolve during this period.



GUINEA-BISSAU

As of April 22, 2025, the population of Guinea-Bissau is estimated to be around 2.24 million.




Natural Minerals of Guinea-Bissau:

Guinea-Bissau possesses various mineral resources, although their exploitation has been limited.
These include:

o Baucxite: Significant reserves are known to exist.

o Phosphate: Deposits have been identified, particularly in the Farim region.

e Gold: There is some artisanal and small-scale gold mining.

o Diamonds: Deposits are present but not as significant as in some neighboring countries.
e Limestone: Found and used for construction.

e Clay: Used for making bricks and other construction materials.

e Granite: Used as construction material.

e Sand and Gravel: Used for construction.

o Potential Offshore Oil: There are unexploited offshore petroleum reserves.

o Rare Earth Elements: Geological studies have indicated their presence.

Despite this potential, the mining sector in Guinea-Bissau remains underdeveloped due to factors
such as political instability, weak institutional capacity, and a lack of investment.

Government Structure of Guinea-Bissau:

Guinea-Bissau operates as a semi-presidential republic with a multi-party system. The
government structure includes:

o Executive Branch:

o President: The head of state, elected by popular vote for a five-year term. The
President holds significant powers. The current President is Umaro Sissoco
Embalo.

o Prime Minister: The head of government, appointed by the President after
consultation with party leaders in the legislature. The current Prime Minister is
Rui Duarte de Barros.

o Council of Ministers: Appointed by the President on the recommendation of the
Prime Minister.

o Legislative Branch:

o The National People's Assembly (Assembleia Nacional Popular) is unicameral,
with 102 members elected for a four-year term in multi-member constituencies
through a closed-list proportional representation system, with two additional seats
for citizens living abroad.

e Judicial Branch:

o The judiciary is stated as independent and includes the Supreme Court
(Supremo Tribunal de Justi¢a), which has both appellate and constitutional
jurisdiction, as well as lower courts. Judges are nominated by the Higher Council
of the Magistrate and appointed for life by the President.

Despite the constitutional framework, Guinea-Bissau has experienced significant political
instability and military interference in civilian leadership throughout its history.



Cote d’Ivoire

April 22, 2025, the population is estimated to be around 32.71 million.
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Natural Minerals of Cote d’Ivoire:
Cote d’Ivoire is endowed with a variety of natural resources, including:

e Cocoa: The country is one of the world's largest producers.

e Qil and Natural Gas: Offshore reserves are exploited.

e Gold: Significant reserves are mined.

o Diamonds: Deposits exist mainly in the northeast.

e Manganese: Mined to a lesser extent.

o Iron Ore: Deposits exist but are not extensively developed.

o Bauxite: Reserves are present with increasing mining activity.

e Timber
e Water
e Fish

¢ Rubber

e Other Minerals: Nickel, silver, and coltan are also produced in smaller quantities. There
is also potential for cobalt and copper, although significant mining operations are not yet
established.

Government Structure of Cote d’Ivoire:

Cote d’Ivoire operates as a presidential representative democratic republic with a multi-party
system. The President is both the head of state and head of government.

o Executive Branch:

o President: Directly elected for a five-year term with a maximum of two
consecutive terms. The President holds significant executive power. The current
President is Alassane Quattara.

Vice President: Chosen by the elected president and approved by parliament.
Prime Minister: Appointed by the President and serves as the head of
government. The current Prime Minister is Robert Beugré Mambé.

o Council of Ministers: Appointed by the President on the recommendation of the
Prime Minister.

o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral.

o National Assembly (Assemblée Nationale): Has 255 members directly elected
for a five-year term.

o Senate (Sénat): Has 99 members, with two-thirds indirectly elected by local and
regional councils and one-third appointed by the President, serving a five-year
term.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and culminates in the Supreme Court
(Cour Supréme). There is also a Constitutional Council that deals with constitutional
and electoral matters, a Court of Cassation for criminal and civil cases, a Council of
State for administrative disputes, and a Court of Auditors for public finances.

The capital of Cote d’Ivoire is-Yamoussoukro, although Abidjan remains the commercial
center. For administrative purposes, the country is divided into autonomous districts, districts,



régions, départements, sous-préfectures, communes, and villages, each with varying degrees of
local governance.

Sources and related content


https://brainly.in/question/58763935
https://brainly.in/question/58763935

KENYA

As of April 22, 2025, the population of Kenya is estimated to be around 57.5 to 58.5
million.

¢ Worldometer: Projects a population of 58,683,386 for mid-2025.

¢ MacroTrends: Estimates a population of 57.54 million for mid-2025.




Natural Minerals of Kenya:

Kenya has a variety of mineral resources, although mining's contribution to the GDP is
relatively small. Key minerals include:

Titanium: Significant deposits of titanium ore (ilmenite, rutile) are mined along the
coast.

Soda Ash: Extracted from Lake Magadi.

Fluorspar: Mined in the Kerio Valley region.

Gold: Small-scale and some larger mining operations exist.
Limestone: Used for cement production.

Salt: Obtained through solar evaporation.

Gemstones: Including tsavorite, ruby, sapphire, and others.

Other Minerals: Potential for oil and natural gas (discoveries have been made but
exploitation is still developing), coal, manganese, and niobium.

The Kenyan government is working to attract more investment in its mining sector and

streamline regulations.

Government Structure of Kenya:

Kenya operates as a unitary presidential constitutional republic with a multi-party
system. The 2010 Constitution established a devolved system of government.

Executive Branch:

o President: The head of state and government, directly elected for a five-year
term with a maximum of two terms. The President chairs the Cabinet and
exercises executive authority. The current President is William Ruto.

o Deputy President: The principal assistant to the President, also directly
elected on the same ticket as the President. The current Deputy Presidentis
Rigathi Gachagua.

o Cabinet Secretaries: Appointed by the President, with the approval of the
National Assembly, to head various ministries.

Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral.



o National Assembly: The lower house with 349 members. 290 are directly
elected from constituencies, 47 are women representatives elected from
counties, and 12 are nominated representatives.

o Senate: The upper house with 67 members. 47 are directly elected
representing each county, 16 are women nominated by political parties, two
represent the youth, and two represent persons with disabilities.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and comprises:

o Supreme Court: The highest court, with jurisdiction to hear appeals from the
Court of Appeal and to determine disputes relating to presidential elections.

o Court of Appeal: The second-highest court.
o High Court: Has unlimited original jurisdiction on civil and criminal matters.

o Subordinate courts, including Magistrates' Courts, Kadhi Courts (for Muslim
personal law), and tribunals.

o Devolved Government: Kenya is divided into 47 counties, each with its own elected
Governor, Deputy Governor, and County Assembly. The counties have significant
responsibilities for local governance and service delivery.

Sources and related content


https://baseresources.com.au/our-assets/kwale-operations/
https://baseresources.com.au/our-assets/kwale-operations/

Lesotho

April 22, 2025, the population is estimated to be around 2.34 million.




Natural Minerals of Lesotho:

Lesotho's most significant natural resource is water, often referred to as "white gold," which is
exported to South Africa through the Lesotho Highlands Water Project. In terms of mined
resources, Lesotho has:

o Diamonds: Lesotho has several diamond mines producing high-quality gem diamonds,
including the Letseng mine, known for producing some of the world's largest and most
valuable diamonds.

e Building Stone: Including sandstone and dolerite, used for construction.

e Clay: Used for brick making and pottery.

e Other Minerals (minor occurrences): Coal, uranium, and small amounts of other
minerals have been reported but are not currently exploited commercially.

The diamond mining sector is the most significant contributor to Lesotho's mineral revenue.
Government Structure of Lesotho:

Lesotho is a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary system. The King is the head of
state, and the Prime Minister is the head of government.

o Head of State: King Letsie III holds a largely ceremonial role.

o Head of Government: The Prime Minister, currently Ntsokoane Samuel Matekane, is
the head of the executive branch and is appointed by the King from the party that
commands a majority in the National Assembly.

o Executive Branch: The Prime Minister leads the Cabinet, which is appointed by the
King on the advice of the Prime Minister. The Cabinet is responsible for the day-to-day
administration of the government.

o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral.

o Senate: Has 33 members. 22 are hereditary principal chiefs, and 11 are appointed
by the King on the advice of the Prime Minister.

o National Assembly: Has 120 members. 80 are elected from single-member
constituencies, and 40 are elected through a proportional representation system.
Members serve a five-year term.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and includes:
o High Court: Has unlimited original jurisdiction.
o Court of Appeal: The highest appellate court.
o Constitutional Court: Hears cases involving constitutional matters.
o Subordinate courts, including Magistrate's Courts and customary courts.

Key aspects of Lesotho's government include the role of the monarchy, a parliamentary system
where the Prime Minister leads the government, and a bicameral legislature with representation
for traditional chiefs.



AN VS
ATIONS


https://www.the-epaper.com/2023/08/cambodia-country-details.html
https://www.the-epaper.com/2023/08/cambodia-country-details.html

LIBERIA

April 22, 2025, population estimated to be around 5.6 to 5.7 million.




Natural Minerals of Liberia:

Liberia is relatively rich in mineral resources, which have historically been a significant part of
its economy. Key minerals include:

e Iron Ore: Liberia has substantial deposits of iron ore, and it was once a major exporter.
Mining activities have been revived after periods of conflict.

e Gold: Both alluvial and lode gold deposits are found, with artisanal and some industrial
mining.

e Diamonds: Primarily gem-quality diamonds are mined, mostly in the western and central
parts of the country.

o Baucxite: Significant reserves exist but have not been extensively exploited in recent
years.

e Other Minerals: Liberia also has known deposits of manganese, chromite, kyanite, and
potential for oil and gas offshore, although exploration is ongoing.

The mining sector has the potential to contribute significantly to Liberia's economic recovery and
development.

Government Structure of Liberia:

Liberia operates as a unitary presidential constitutional republic with a multi-party system.
The government is based on a separation of powers among three co-equal branches:

o Executive Branch:

o President: The head of state and government, directly elected for a six-year term
with a maximum of two terms. The President holds significant executive powers,
including appointing the cabinet. The current President is Joseph Boikai.

o Vice President: The principal assistant to the President, elected on the same
ticket. The current Vice President is Jeremiah Koung.

o Cabinet: Appointed by the President and responsible for various government
ministries.

o Legislative Branch (Legislature): Bicameral.

o Senate: The upper house with 30 members, two from each of the 15 counties,
elected for a nine-year term.

o House of Representatives: The lower house with 73 members, elected from
single-member constituencies for a six-year term.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and consists of:

o Supreme Court: The highest court of appeal.

o Circuit Courts: Courts of general jurisdiction.

o Magistrate Courts: Lower courts.

o Specialized courts and traditional courts also exist.

Key aspects of Liberia's government include a strong presidency, a bicameral legislature, and an
independent judiciary. The country is divided into 15 counties for administrative purposes, each
with its own elected officials and local governance structures.



April 22, 2025, the population of Libya is estimated to be around 7.46 million.




Natural Minerals of Libya:
Libya is rich in natural resources, primarily:

e Petroleum: Libya has some of the largest oil reserves in Africa and ranks among the top
10 globally. Oil production and export are central to its economy. Major oil fields are
located in the Gulf of Sirte, the Murzuk basin, and the Ghadames basin.

o Natural Gas: Libya also holds significant natural gas reserves, ranking in the top 25
globally. It exports gas mainly to Italy via the Greenstream pipeline.

e Iron Ore: Large deposits exist in Wadi ash Shati.

e Gypsum: Significant deposits are found across the country.

e Other Minerals: Limestone, salt, sulfur, and potential for other minerals like gold,
manganese, and rare earth elements exist, but their exploitation is less significant.

Government Structure of Libya:

Libya's government structure has been in flux since the overthrow of Muammar Gaddafi in 2011.
Currently, it is a unitary republic under a provisional government with a parliamentary
system. However, the country has faced political division and conflict.

As of April 2025, key figures in the provisional government include:

e Chairman of the Presidential Council: Mohamed al-Menfi
e Prime Minister: Abdul Hamid Dbeibeh
o Speaker of the House of Representatives: Aguila Saleh Issa

The House of Representatives is the legislature.

It's important to note that Libya has experienced a period of dual power with rival
administrations in the east and west. The internationally recognized Government of National
Unity (GNU) is based in Tripoli. Efforts are ongoing to achieve a more unified and stable
government. A new constitution is under drafting. Elections are anticipated as part of the
transition process.


https://www.eia.gov/international/analysis/country/LBY
https://www.eia.gov/international/analysis/country/LBY

MADAGASCAR

April 22, 2025, the population of Madagascar is estimated to be around 32.5 to 32.7 million.




Natural Minerals of Madagascar:
Madagascar has a diverse range of mineral resources, including:

e Precious Stones: Sapphires, rubies, emeralds, and other gemstones.

e Precious Metals: Gold and silver.

o Industrial Minerals: Chromite, graphite, ilmenite, rutile, zircon, nickel, cobalt, bauxite,
iron ore, manganese, uranium, and quartz.

e Other Resources: Coal, petroleum (potential offshore), limestone, marble, and salt.

While there is mining activity, particularly for gemstones and some industrial minerals, the
sector has significant potential for further development.

Government Structure of Madagascar:
Madagascar operates as a semi-presidential representative democratic republic.

o Executive Branch:
o President: The head of state, directly elected for a five-year term, renewable
twice. The current President is Andry Rajoelina.
o Prime Minister: The head of government, appointed by the President from a
candidate presented by the majority party in the National Assembly. The current
Prime Minister is Christian Ntsay. The Prime Minister oversees the Council of
Ministers.
o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral.
o Senate (Sénat): Has 33 members. 22 are indirectly elected, one from each region,
and 11 are appointed by the President. Senators serve six-year terms.
o National Assembly (Assemblée Nationale): Has 160 members, directly elected
for a five-year term in single-member and two-member constituencies.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and includes:
o High Constitutional Court: Ensures constitutional interpretation.
o Supreme Court: The highest court of appeal.
o High Court of Justice: Handles cases involving high-ranking officials.

Executive power is shared between the President and the Prime Minister. The President is the
head of state and sets general state policy, presides over the Council of Ministers, and is the
leader in foreign policy. The Prime Minister is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
government. The Parliament checks the executive power through legislation and the ability to
pass a motion of censure against the government.


https://ruby-sapphire.com/index.php/about/10-articles/879-madagascar-ruby-sapphire
https://ruby-sapphire.com/index.php/about/10-articles/879-madagascar-ruby-sapphire

MALAWI

As of April 22, 2025, the population of Malawi is estimated to be around 22.22 million.




Natural Minerals of Malawi:

Malawi has a variety of mineral resources with economic potential, including:

o Bauxite
e Coal
e Graphite

e Limestone

o Phosphates (apatite)

o Rare Earths (including strontianite and monazite)

¢ Titanium minerals

e Uranium

e Vermiculite

e Gemstones: Including agate, aquamarine, amethyst, corundum, garnet, rubies, and
sapphires.

o Heavy Mineral Sands

¢ Niobium

¢ Tantalum

e Gold

e Dimension Stone: Including granite.
o Pyrite

o Glass Sands

e Clay

o Salt

e Marble

While some of these minerals are currently being exploited (like limestone for cement, coal, and
some gemstones), many remain untapped or are under exploration.

Government Structure of Malawi:

Malawi operates as a presidential representative democratic republic with a multi-party
system. The President is both the head of state and head of government.

o Executive Branch:

o President: Directly elected by simple majority vote for a five-year term and is
limited to two terms. The President chairs the Cabinet and exercises executive
authority. The current President is Lazarus Chakwera.

o Vice President: Elected on the same ticket as the President. There can also be a
Second Vice President, who must be from a different party, appointed by the
President. The current Vice President is Saulos Chilima.

o Cabinet: Appointed by the President.

o Legislative Branch (National Assembly): Unicameral, with 193 members directly
elected in single-seat constituencies by simple majority vote to serve five-year terms. The
constitution originally provided for a Senate, but it has not been established, and the
provisions for its creation were removed in 2001.



e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and includes:
o Supreme Court of Appeal: The highest court, consisting of the Chief Justice and
at least three other justices.
High Court: Has unlimited original jurisdiction.
Subordinate courts: Magistrate Courts and Traditional Courts.

Malawi is divided into 28 districts within three regions. Local government is administered
through assemblies at the district, city, municipality, and town levels.


https://brainly.in/question/58763935
https://brainly.in/question/58763935

MALI

April 22, 2025, population estimated to be around 25.05 to 25.20 million.




Natural Minerals of Mali:
Mali is rich in natural resources, most notably:

e Gold: Mali is the third-largest gold producer in Africa, and it dominates the country's
mining sector. Both industrial and artisanal mining are significant.

o Bauxite: Significant reserves exist but are largely unexploited.

e Iron Ore: Exploration is underway for substantial deposits.

o Phosphate Rock: Estimated production of around 20,000 tonnes annually.

o Manganese: Prospects for exploration.

o Limestone, Marble, Gypsum: Present but not extensively developed.

o Potential for: Uranium, base metals, and precious stones (garnets have been found in the
past). There is also untapped potential for rare earth elements, fluorine, coltan, and
copper.

Government Structure of Mali:

Mali is currently under a military junta following a series of coups. Traditionally, it was a semi-
presidential republic. The structures before the recent political instability were:

o Executive Branch:
o President: Head of state, elected by direct popular vote for a five-year term with
a two-term limit.
o Prime Minister: Head of government, appointed by the President.
o Council of Ministers: Appointed by the Prime Minister.
o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly with 147 members, directly
elected for a five-year term. This body has been dissolved following the coups.
e Judicial Branch: Includes the Supreme Court and the Constitutional Court, with
stated independence.

Current Situation (Post-Coups):

e A military coup in August 2020 overthrew the elected president.

e An interim government was established, but another coup occurred in May 2021.

e Colonel Assimi Goita is the current interim President.

e Abdoulaye Maiga is the interim Prime Minister (as of November 2024).

e The 1992 constitution is currently suspended.

e A transition process is underway with the aim of returning to civilian rule, but the
timeline has been subject to delays and political tensions. Elections are anticipated in the
future as part of this transition.


https://eiti.org/countries/mali
https://eiti.org/countries/mali

MAURITANIA

April 22, 2025, the population was estimated to be around 5.31 million.




Natural Minerals of Mauritania:
Mauritania possesses several natural resources, including:

e Iron Ore: Mauritania has significant reserves and is a major exporter.

e Gold: Gold mining is an important part of the economy.

o Copper: Significant reserves exist, although exploitation is less developed than iron ore.
e Qil: Some offshore oil production occurs.

e Gypsum
e Phosphate
o Salt

o Potential for: Diamonds, zinc, lead, and other minerals.
Government Structure of Mauritania:
Mauritania operates as a unitary semi-presidential Islamic republic.

o Head of State: The President, who is elected by popular vote for a five-year term. The
current President is Mohamed Ould Ghazouani.

o Head of Government: The Prime Minister, who is appointed by the President. The
current Prime Minister is Mokhtar Ould Djay (appointed August 2024). The Prime
Minister heads the government.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly with 176 members, directly elected
for a five-year term. Until 2017, Mauritania had a bicameral parliament, but the Senate
was abolished.

e Judicial Branch: Includes the Supreme Court and lower courts. Islamic law (Sharia) and
a western-style legal code are both in force.

The country is divided into administrative regions, each headed by a governor. The capital,
Nouakchott, forms a separate district.

Sources and related content


https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-product/iron-ore/reporter/mrt#:~:text=(2023)-,Net%20Trade,%2C%20and%20Australia%20(%24124M).
https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-product/iron-ore/reporter/mrt#:~:text=(2023)-,Net%20Trade,%2C%20and%20Australia%20(%24124M).
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MAURITIUS

April 22, 2025, the population of Mauritius is estimated to be around 1.268 million.




Natural Minerals of Mauritius:
Mauritius has limited viable mineral resources. The main ones include:

e Basalt: Used in the construction industry.
o Lime: Extracted from coral and used in the cement industry and agriculture.
e Sand: Exploited for construction and dredging activities.

Historically, the island's volcanic origin resulted in different layers of minerals, and there have
been explorations for polymetallic nodules and ferromanganese crusts in the deep-sea
surrounding Mauritius. However, these are not currently exploited commercially. The country
relies heavily on imported petroleum for electricity generation, although bagasse (sugarcane
fiber) is also used as a fuel source for power production in sugar plantations.

Government Structure of Mauritius:
Mauritius operates as a unitary parliamentary republic within the Commonwealth.

o Head of State: The President, who is elected by the National Assembly for a five-year
term. The current President is Prithvirajsing Roopun. The role of the President is
largely ceremonial.

e Head of Government: The Prime Minister, who is the leader of the majority party in
the National Assembly and is appointed by the President. The current Prime Minister is
Pravind Jugnauth. The Prime Minister heads the Cabinet, which is responsible for the
direction and control of the government.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly, consisting of 67 members. 62
members are directly elected from 21 multi-member constituencies, and up to 8
additional seats are allocated to "best losers" to ensure fair representation of different
ethnic communities and under-represented parties. Members are elected for a five-year
term. The Attorney-General also serves as an ex-officio member.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent. The highest court is the Supreme Court,
with a Chief Justice and other judges. There is a right of appeal to the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council in the United Kingdom.

The Constitution of Mauritius guarantees the separation of powers between the legislative,
executive, and judicial branches. The political scene in Mauritius is generally stable, with a
multi-party system.



MOROCCO

April 22, 2025, the population of Morocco is estimated to be around 38.43 million people.




Natural Minerals of Morocco:
Morocco is relatively rich in natural resources. Key minerals include:

o Phosphates: Morocco holds the largest estimated reserves of phosphates in the world and
is a major global producer.

e Barite
e Clays

o Cobalt
o Copper

o Fluorspar

e Iron Ore

o Lead

o Salt

e Silver: Morocco has one of the highest silver production rates in Africa.

o Talc

e Zinc

e Other Minerals: Including manganese, gold, antimony, strategic metals, and smectic
clay in smaller quantities. There is also some domestic production of coal and potential
for natural gas and petroleum.

Government Structure of Morocco:
Morocco operates as a parliamentary constitutional monarchy.

o Head of State: The King, currently Mohammed VI, holds significant executive powers
and is also the Commander of the Faithful. The monarchy is hereditary.

e Head of Government: The Prime Minister, currently Aziz Akhannouch, is appointed
by the King and is the head of government.

o Executive Branch: Executive power is exercised by the government, headed by the
Prime Minister. The King presides over the Council of Ministers.

o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral.

o Assembly of Representatives (Majlis al-Nuwab): The lower house with 395
members directly elected for a five-year term. Seats are allocated through
proportional representation. A number of seats are reserved for women and
youth.

o Assembly of Councillors (Majlis al-Mustacharin): The upper house with 120
members indirectly elected for a six-year term by local councils, professional
organizations, and trade unions.

@)

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is stated as independent, with the Supreme Court being
the highest court. Islamic law (Sharia) and a French-inspired legal code are both in effect,
with the former primarily concerning personal status matters for Muslims. Judges are
appointed by the King upon the recommendation of the Supreme Council of the
Judiciary.



Morocco is divided into 12 regions for administrative purposes. The political system features a
multi-party system, although the monarchy retains considerable influence.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Morocco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Morocco

MOZAMBIQUE

As of April 22, 2025, the population of Mozambique is estimated to be around 35.4 to 35.7
million.




Natural Minerals of Mozambique:
Mozambique is endowed with various natural resources, including:

o Natural Gas: Large reserves, with significant ongoing development and export.

e Coal: Substantial deposits of both thermal and coking coal.

e Heavy Mineral Sands: Rich in titanium minerals (ilmenite, rutile) and zircon.

o Tantalite: Mozambique may have some of the world's largest reserves.

o Graphite: Significant deposits exist, with ongoing mining projects.

e Iron Ore

e Bauxite

e Gold: Primarily mined by artisanal miners, with potential for larger-scale operations.

e Gemstones: Including rubies, aquamarine, and emeralds.

e Marble

e Limestone

o Hydropower: Significant potential, with the Cahora Bassa Dam being a major source.

o Potential for Oil: Offshore and onshore exploration has indicated potential deposits.

e Other Minerals: Including manganese, fluorite, platinum, nickel, uranium, asbestos, and
diamonds in smaller quantities.

Government Structure of Mozambique:
Mozambique operates as a unitary dominant-party semi-presidential republic.

o Head of State and Government: The President, who is directly elected by absolute
majority vote through a two-round system for a five-year term. The President is the head
of state, head of government, and commander-in-chief of the armed forces. The current
President is Daniel Chapo (since January 15, 2025).

o Head of Government: The Prime Minister, currently Maria Benvinda Levy (since
January 15, 2025), is appointed by the President. The Prime Minister convenes and chairs
the Council of Ministers (cabinet), advises the President, and coordinates the functions of
other ministers.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral Assembly of the Republic (Assembleia da
Republica) with 250 members elected for a five-year term through a closed-list
proportional representation system, with 2 members elected in single-member
constituencies.

e Judicial Branch: Includes a Supreme Court as the highest court and provincial, district,
and municipal courts. There is also a Constitutional Council that reviews the
constitutionality of laws. Judges of the Supreme Court are elected by the legislature, and
judges of the Constitutional Council are appointed by the President and the legislature.

Mozambique is divided into 10 provinces for administrative purposes. The political system is
dominated by the FRELIMO (Front for the Liberation of Mozambique) party.


https://www.eia.gov/international/analysis/country/MOZ
https://www.eia.gov/international/analysis/country/MOZ
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NAMIBIA

As of April 25, 2025, the population of Namibia is estimated to be around 3.09 million people.



https://www.eia.gov/international/analysis/country/MOZ
https://www.eia.gov/international/analysis/country/MOZ

Natural Minerals of Namibia:
Namibia is rich in various natural resources, including:

e Diamonds: Namibia is a major producer of gem-quality diamonds, both onshore and
offshore.

e Uranium: The country has significant uranium reserves and is a leading global
producer.

o Copper: Several copper mines operate in Namibia.

e Gold: There are gold mining operations in the country.

e Zinc and Lead: These are mined at locations like the Rosh Pinah mine.

e Other Minerals: Namibia also has deposits of silver, tin, fluorspar, marble, lithium,
tantalum, and rare earth elements, among others.

Mining is a significant contributor to Namibia's economy.
Government Structure of Namibia:
Namibia operates as a unitary dominant-party semi-presidential republic.

o Head of State and Government: The President, who is elected by popular vote for a
five-year term and can serve a maximum of two terms. The President holds significant
executive powers. The current President is Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah (since March 21,
2025).

o Head of Government: The Prime Minister, currently Elijah Ngurare (since March 21,
2025), is appointed by the President and is the head of government, leading the cabinet.

o Executive Branch: The President and the Cabinet implement laws and policies.

o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral.

o National Assembly: The lower house with 96 elected voting members and 8 non-
voting members appointed by the President, serving a five-year term.

o National Council: The upper house with 42 members, three from each of the 14
regions, elected by the Regional Councils for a six-year term. The National
Council reviews legislation passed by the National Assembly.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and consists of:
o Supreme Court: The highest court, headed by the Chief Justice.
o High Court: Headed by the Judge President.
o Lower Courts: Including Magistrate's Courts and community courts.

The government adheres to the principle of separation of powers with checks and balances
among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches. Namibia also has a system of traditional
leadership alongside the modern governmental structure, particularly concerning communal land
allocation and customary law. The dominant political party since independence has been the
Southwest Africa People's Organization (SWAPO).



NIGER

Estimates for the population of Niger in mid-2025 range around 27.9 to 29.3 million people.



https://energycapitalpower.com/namibia-diamond-production-up-9-in-2023/
https://energycapitalpower.com/namibia-diamond-production-up-9-in-2023/

Natural Minerals:
Niger is known for its significant deposits of:

e Uranium: Niger is one of the world's largest uranium producers.

e Coal: Significant reserves exist.

e Gold: Mined industrially and through artisanal and small-scale mining.

e Other Minerals: Including phosphates, gypsum, limestone, salt, tin, silver, copper, iron
ore, and potential for oil.

Government Structure:

Following a military coup in July 2023, the constitution was suspended. Prior to the coup, Niger
operated as a semi-presidential republic. The structure under the suspended constitution was:

o Head of State: President (elected by popular vote).

o Head of Government: Prime Minister (appointed by the President).

o Executive Branch: President and the government headed by the Prime Minister.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly with 171 members elected for a
five-year term.

e Judicial Branch: Includes a Constitutional Court, High Court of Justice, Supreme Court,
and lower courts.

Current Situation (Post-Coup):

Since the coup, the National Council for the Safeguard of the Homeland (CNSP), a military
junta, has been in power. The President of the CNSP is the current head of state. A Prime
Minister has been appointed by the CNSP to head the government. The constitutional framework

is currently suspended, and the long-term governmental structure is yet to be fully established.

Sources and related content


https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/03/niger-human-rights-military-coup/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/03/niger-human-rights-military-coup/

Natural Minerals in Nigeria

Nigeria, endowed with vast natural resources, boasts a variety of mineral deposits spread
across its landscape. The country's rich geology has made it a hub of numerous valuable
minerals, contributing significantly to its economy. The primary minerals found in Nigeria
include:

Oil and Gas

Nigeria is globally recognized for its substantial oil and gas reserves. The Niger Delta region
holds the majority of these reserves, making Nigeria the largest oil producer in Africa and
the sixth largest in the world. The petroleum industry is the backbone of the Nigerian
economy, accounting for a significant portion of government revenue and export earnings.

Coal

Coalreserves in Nigeria are estimated at about 2 billion metric tons. These reserves are
found in locations such as Enugu, Kogi, and Benue States. The mining of coal dates back to
the early 20th century and played a crucial role in the country's industrialization process.



Gold

Gold mining in Nigeria is gaining attention, with significant deposits found in states like
Osun, Zamfara, and Kebbi. Artisanal and small-scale mining activities are prevalent,
although efforts are being made to attract large-scale investors to develop the sector.

Bitumen

Nigeria ranks amongst the world's largest deposits of bitumen, particularly in the states of
Ogun, Ondo, Lagos, and Edo. Bitumen is essential for road construction and holds
potential for boosting Nigeria's infrastructure development.

Iron Ore

Iron ore reserves in Nigeria are estimated at over 3 billion tons, with prominent deposits in
Kogi, Enugu, and Niger States. The development of the steel industry is a key focus for
utilizing these reserves to foster economic growth.

Tin and Columbite

The Jos Plateau in Nigeria is renowned for its tin and columbite deposits. Historically,
Nigeria was a significant exporter of tin, and efforts are ongoing to revive the sector and
harness its potential for economic diversification.

Limestone

Limestone deposits in Nigeria are abundant and are primarily found in states like Ogun,
Kogi, and Cross River. Limestone is a critical raw material for cement production, making
Nigeria a leading producer of cement in Africa.

Other Minerals

Nigeria also possesses a variety of other minerals, including lead, zinc, barite, gypsum, and
tantalite, each contributing to the country's mineral wealth and economic potential.

Government Structure of Nigeria

Nigeria operates under a federal system of government, characterized by the division of
powers between the central government and the constituent states. The country's
governance framework is outlined in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
which establishes the structure and functions of the government.



Federal Government

The Federal Government of Nigeria is composed of three branches:

Executive Branch

The executive branch is headed by the President, who serves as both the head of state and
the head of government. The President is elected for a four-year term and is eligible for re-
election for a second term. The President is supported by the Vice President, and together
they oversee the federal ministries and agencies responsible forimplementing government
policies.

Legislative Branch

The legislative branch, known as the National Assembly, is a bicameral body consisting of
the Senate and the House of Representatives. The Senate comprises 109 members, three
from each of the 36 states and one from the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja. The
House of Representatives has 360 members, with representation based on population. The
National Assembly is responsible for enacting laws, approving budgets, and performing
oversight functions.

Judicial Branch

The judicial branch ensures the interpretation and application of laws in Nigeria. The
judiciary is headed by the Chief Justice of Nigeria, who presides over the Supreme Court,
the highest court in the country. The judicial system also includes the Court of Appeal,
Federal High Court, and various state courts. The judiciary operates independently of the
executive and legislative branches.

State and Local Governments

Nigeria is divided into 36 states and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT). Each state has its
own government structure, mirroring the federal system, with an executive, legislature, and
judiciary. The Governor heads the executive branch of each state, while the State House of
Assembly performs legislative functions. The state judiciary handles legal matters within its
jurisdiction.

Below the state level, Nigeria has 774 local government areas (LGAs), each governed by a
local council. The local government structure allows for grassroots governance and
addresses local issues and development needs.



Political System

Nigeria practices a multi-party-political system, with the All-Progressives Congress (APC)
and the People's Democratic Party (PDP) being the two major political parties. Elections are
held at regular intervals, allowing citizens to choose their representatives at the federal,
state, and local levels.

Challenges and Reforms

Despite its rich resources and robust government structure, Nigeria faces several
challenges, including corruption, insecurity, and economic disparity. Efforts are ongoing to
address these issues through policy reforms, anti-corruption measures, and initiatives to
promote good governance and sustainable development.

Conclusion

Nigeria's wealth of natural minerals and its federal government structure reflect its
potential for growth and development. By harnessing its resources and promoting effective
governance, Nigeria can achieve significant progress and improve the quality of life for its
citizens.



REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

Estimates for the population of the Republic of the Congo in mid-2025 range from 6.45 million
to 6.59 million.




Natural Minerals:

Oil dominates the extraction industries in the Republic of the Congo, accounting for a large
percentage of the country's exports. Other natural resources include:

o Timber: Significant forest reserves.
e« Potash

e Gold

e Iron Ore

e Limestone

e Marble

e Diamonds
o Copper

e Lead

e Zinc

e Phosphate
¢ Natural Gas

Government Structure:
The Republic of the Congo operates as a unitary dominant-party semi-presidential republic.

o Head of State: The President, currently Denis Sassou Nguesso. The president is
directly elected for a seven-year term and can serve a maximum of two consecutive
terms. The President is both the head of state and head of government. The President
appoints the Council of Ministers (Cabinet).

o Head of Government: While the President also acts as head of government, there is a
Prime Minister, currently Anatole Collinet Makosso, who is selected from the elected
representatives in Parliament. The Prime Minister heads the government.

o Executive Branch: The President and the Council of Ministers implement laws and
policies.

o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral.

o National Assembly (Assemblée Nationale): The lower house with 151 members
elected by popular vote for a five-year term. Members are elected through a two-
round system if no candidate receives a majority in the first round.

o Senate (Sénat): The upper house with 72 senators elected for a six-year term by
regional, district, and local councils through indirect vote.

e Judicial Branch: The highest court is the Supreme Court. The constitution guarantees
the independence of the judiciary. There is also a Constitutional Court.


https://dicf.unepgrid.ch/democratic-republic-congo/forest
https://dicf.unepgrid.ch/democratic-republic-congo/forest

RWANDA

Estimates for the population of Rwanda in mid-2025 range around 14.57 million people.




Natural Minerals:

Rwanda has deposits of:

e Gold

e Tin (Cassiterite)

e Tungsten (Wolframite)

e Tantalum (Columbite-Tantalite)

e Gemstones

o Industrial minerals: including amphibolite, granite, quartzite, volcanic rocks, clay, sand,
and gravel.

o Peat: used for electricity generation or as an alternative for firewood.

Government Structure:

Rwanda operates as a unitary dominant-party presidential republic. While the constitution
provides for a multi-party system, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) has been the dominant
political force since 1994.

o Head of State: The President, currently Paul Kagame. The president is elected by
popular vote for a seven-year term.
« Head of Government: The Prime Minister, currently Edouard Ngirente, is appointed
by the President.
o Executive Branch: The President holds significant executive power, and the Prime
Minister heads the government. The President appoints the Cabinet.
o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral.
o Senate (Umutwe wa Sena): Has 26 members elected or appointed for an eight-
year term.
o Chamber of Deputies (Umutwe w'Abadepite): Has 80 members elected for a
five-year term.

Judicial Branch: The highest court is the Supreme Court. The constitution provides for
the independence of the judiciary. There is also a Constitutional Court.

Rwanda is divided into four provinces and the city of Kigali for administrative purposes.


https://visitrwanda.com/investment-opportunities/mining/
https://visitrwanda.com/investment-opportunities/mining/

Sao Tomé and Principe

Estimates for the population of Sdo Tomé and Principe in mid-2025 range around 240,254
people.




Natural Minerals:

Sao Tomé and Principe has few significant mineral resources. The main natural resources
include:

e Fish: The country has considerable fish resources in its territorial waters.
e Hydropower: There is potential for hydropower generation.

Historically, the economy was based on sugarcane, but cocoa became the primary resource. The
country also has some timber resources. There has been some interest in potential offshore oil
reserves, but these have not yet been significantly exploited.

Government Structure:

Sao Tomé and Principe operates as a unitary semi-presidential representative democratic
republic with a multi-party system.

o Head of State: The President, currently Carlos Vila Nova. The president is directly
elected for a five-year term and is limited to two consecutive terms.

o Head of Government: The Prime Minister, currently Américo Ramos. The Prime
Minister is appointed by the President and must be ratified by the majority party in the
National Assembly.

o Executive Branch: Executive power is exercised by the President and the Government,
headed by the Prime Minister. The President approves the members of the Cabinet of
Ministers, who are proposed by the Prime Minister.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly (Assembleia Nacional) with 55
members elected for a four-year term in seven multi-member constituencies by
proportional representation. It is the supreme organ of the state and the highest legislative
body.

e Judicial Branch: The highest level of justice is administered by the Supreme Court of
Sao Tomé and Principe. The judiciary is independent under the constitution. There is
also a Constitutional Court that reviews the constitutionality of laws.

The country is divided into seven municipal districts, six on Sdo Tomé and one comprising
Principe, which has had self-government since 1995.

Sources and related content


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics_of_S%C3%A3o_Tom%C3%A9_and_Pr%C3%ADncipe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics_of_S%C3%A3o_Tom%C3%A9_and_Pr%C3%ADncipe

SENEGAL

Estimates for the population of Senegal in mid-2025 range around 18.93 million people.




Natural Minerals:
Senegal possesses the following natural resources:

o Fish: A significant part of the economy and a major export.
o Peanuts: Historically the dominant cash crop.

o Phosphates: Important mineral resource.

e Iron Ore: Significant deposits.

e Gold: Mined in the southeastern part of the country.

o Titanium: Deposits are present.

e Zircon: Found in certain areas.

o Natural Gas: Both onshore and offshore reserves.

e Qil: Deposits discovered off the Casamance coast.

e Salt: Production potential.

e Arable Land: A significant portion of the land is arable.
e Forests: Particularly in the southern regions.

Government Structure:
Senegal operates as a presidential democratic republic.

o Head of State: The President, currently Bassirou Diomaye Faye. The president is
elected by universal adult suffrage for a five-year term with a two-term limit.

o Head of Government: The Prime Minister, who is appointed by the President.

o Executive Branch: The President holds significant executive power and appoints the
Council of Ministers (Cabinet). The Prime Minister heads the government's operations.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly (Assemblée Nationale) with 165
members elected for a five-year term through parallel voting (a mix of plurality vote and
proportional representation).

e Judicial Branch: The highest courts include the Constitutional Council and the Court
of Cassation. The judiciary is theoretically independent.

Senegal is divided into 14 regions, which are further subdivided into departments and
arrondissements. The President appoints governors to head the regions.


https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/senegal-fisheries-and-aquaculture-senegal
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/senegal-fisheries-and-aquaculture-senegal

SEYCHELLES

As of April 25, 2025, here is the information on Seychelles:

Estimates for the population of Seychelles in mid-2025 range around 132,779 people.




Natural Minerals:
Seychelles has limited natural mineral resources. The most significant are:

e Fish: The country's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is rich in fish, particularly tuna,
which is a major export.
e Granite, Sand, and Rock Limestone: These are used locally for construction purposes.

Seychelles' economy heavily relies on tourism and fishing rather than extensive mineral
extraction.

Government Structure:
Seychelles operates as a unitary presidential republic.

o Head of State and Government: The President, currently Wavel Ramkalawan. The
President is directly elected by popular vote for a five-year term and can serve a
maximum of two consecutive terms. The President is both the head of state and head of
government.

o Executive Branch: The President chairs and appoints the Cabinet of Ministers.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly, consisting of 35 members. 26
members are directly elected from single-seat constituencies, and up to 9 additional seats
are allocated proportionally to parties based on the percentage of votes received.
Members serve five-year terms.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and includes a Supreme Court and a
Court of Appeal. The President appoints the judges.

Seychelles is divided into 26 administrative districts.


https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/mauritius/trade-success-no23-seychelles-epa-key-driver-investment-tuna-industry-enabling-growth-and-employment_en#:~:text=Almost%20its%20entire%20production%20of,Italy%20and%20to%20the%20UK
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/mauritius/trade-success-no23-seychelles-epa-key-driver-investment-tuna-industry-enabling-growth-and-employment_en#:~:text=Almost%20its%20entire%20production%20of,Italy%20and%20to%20the%20UK

SIERRA LEONE

Estimates for the population of Sierra Leone in mid-2025 range around 8.82 million people.




Natural Minerals:

Sierra Leone is known for its mineral wealth, including:

Diamonds: Sierra Leone is a significant producer of gem-quality diamonds.
Rutile: A titanium ore.

Bauxite: An aluminum ore.

Gold: Mined in various regions.

Iron Ore: Significant deposits.

Limonite: Another iron ore mineral.

Titanium: Besides rutile, other titanium-bearing minerals are present.

Government Structure:

Sierra Leone operates as a unitary presidential constitutional republic.

Head of State and Government: The President, currently Julius Maada Bio. The
president is directly elected by popular vote for a five-year term with a maximum of
two terms. The President is both the head of state and head of government.

Executive Branch: The President chairs the cabinet, which is appointed with the
approval of the House of Representatives. The cabinet is responsible to the
President.

Legislative Branch (Parliament): Unicameral House of Representatives, with 124
members. 112 members are directly elected for a four-year term through
proportional representation in multi-seat constituencies. An additional 14
Paramount Chiefs are indirectly elected to represent the 14 provincial districts.

Judicial Branch: The judicial system includes a High Court, an Appeals Court, and a
Supreme Court. Judges are appointed by the President on the advice of the Judicial
and Legal Service Commission with the approval of Parliament. There are also
magistrates and local courts.


https://acearchive.org/government-of-sierra-leone
https://acearchive.org/government-of-sierra-leone

SOMALIA

Estimates for the population of Somalia in mid-2025 range around 19.3 to 19.7 million people.




Natural Minerals:

Somalia has few significant mineral resources that are currently being extensively exploited.
Known deposits include:

e Tin

o Phosphate
e Gypsum

e Guano

e Coal

e Iron Ore

e Uranium

o Sepiolite (Meerschaum): Significant reserves.

o Natural Gas: Reserves have been found but are unexploited.
o Salt: Collected at coastal sites.

Historically, the quantity and quality of most mineral deposits have been considered too low for
large-scale mining to be worthwhile.

Government Structure:

Somalia operates as a federal parliamentary republic. The Federal Government of Somalia
(FGS) is the internationally recognized central government.

o Head of State: The President, who is elected by the Federal Parliament.
o Head of Government: The Prime Minister, who is appointed by the President and
approved by the Parliament. The Prime Minister leads the Council of Ministers (Cabinet).
o Executive Branch: The President is the head of state, and most executive powers are
vested in the Council of Ministers, headed by the Prime Minister.
o Legislative Branch: Bicameral Federal Parliament of Somalia:
o House of the People (Lower House): 275 seats.
o Senate (Upper House): Capped at 54 representatives from the Federal Member
States.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is stated as independent. The national court structure has
three tiers: the Constitutional Court, Federal Government level courts, and Federal
Member State level courts.

Somalia is divided into Federal Member States, which have a degree of autonomy over regional
affairs. The Federal Parliament is responsible for determining the number and boundaries of
these states. The political situation in Somalia has been characterized by ongoing efforts to
consolidate the federal government and-address security challenges.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mineral_industry_of_Somalia
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SOUTH AFRICA

South Africa population is approximately 60 million people. This number
reflects a diverse and growing population within the country.




Natural Minerals and Government
Structure of South Africa

An In-Depth Overview

Natural Minerals of South Africa

South Africa is renowned for its rich mineral resources, which have been fundamental to
the country's economy and development. Among its abundant natural minerals are:

Gold

South Africa is one of the largest producers of gold in the world. The Witwatersrand Basin,
located in the northeastern part of the country, is one of the richest gold fields ever
discovered and has produced a significant portion of the world's gold.

Diamonds

The discovery of diamonds in Kimberly in 1867 marked the beginning of South Africa's
diamond industry. Today, South Africa remains a major diamond producer, with significant
operations in the Northern Cape and Limpopo provinces.

Platinum

South Africa is the leading producer of platinum globally, with major deposits found in the
Bushveld Igneous Complex. Platinum mining is a key part of the country's mining sector.

Coal

Coalis a critical energy resource for South Africa, and the country possesses vast coal
reserves, primarily located in Mpumalanga and Limpopo provinces. Coal mining supports
both domestic energy needs and exports.

Iron Ore

South Africa holds extensive iron ore reserves in the Northern Cape province, particularly in
the Kumba Iron Ore mine, which is one of the largest open-pit mines in the world.



Other Minerals

South Africa also produces numerous other minerals, including chromium, vanadium,
manganese, and rare earth elements. These resources play a significant role in global
markets and contribute to diverse industrial applications.

Government Structure of South Africa

South Africa's government operates under a constitutional democracy that consists of
three distinct branches: the Executive, the Legislature, and the Judiciary.

The Executive

The Executive branch is headed by the President, who is both the head of state and the
head of government. The President is elected by the National Assembly and appoints the
Cabinet, which is responsible for implementing laws and managing governmental affairs.

Legislature

South Africa's legislative power is vested in a bicameral Parliament, comprising the
National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces (NCOP). The National Assembly
consists of members elected by proportional representation, while the NCOP represents
the interests of provinces. Together, they create and pass laws, scrutinize government
policies, and provide checks and balances.

The Judiciary

Judiciary interprets the law and ensures justice is administered fairly across the nation.
South Africa's judicial system includes the Constitutional Court, Supreme Court of Appeal,
High Courts, and Magistrates' Courts. The Constitutional Court is the highest court in
matters concerning the Constitution, safeguarding rights and freedoms.

Provincial and Local Government

South Africa is divided into nine provinces, each with its own legislature and executive
authority. Provincial governments are responsible for local matters such as healthcare,
education, and transportation. Additionally, local government is structured into
municipalities, which handle local governance and service delivery.



Political Parties

South Africa has a vibrant multiparty system. The African National Congress (ANC) has
been the dominant party since the end of apartheid, but other parties like the Democratic
Alliance (DA) and the Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) also play significant roles.

Constitutional Principles

The Constitution of South Africa, adopted in 1996, is the cornerstone of the nation's
democracy. It enshrines values such as equality, human dignity, and freedom, and provides
a framework for governance, the protection of rights, and the promotion of social justice.

In conclusion, South Africa's vast mineral wealth and robust governmental structure are
key elements of its identity and functionality. The country's rich natural resources have
shaped its economic landscape, while its democratic institutions ensure a stable and
progressive society.




SOUTH SUDAN

As of April 25, 2025, here is the information on South Sudan:




Estimates for the population of South Sudan in mid-2025 vary. Some sources suggest
around 11.5 million to 12.2 million, while UNHCR indicates a planning figure of 3.7 million
as the "population of concern," which includes refugees, asylum-seekers, returned
refugees, and internally displaced persons. Given the ongoing humanitarian situation and
displacement, the total population is likely higher than the UNHCR figure.

Natural Minerals:

South Sudan is rich in several natural resources, although their exploitation has been
limited due to conflict and lack of infrastructure. Key resources include:

o Oil: Significant reserves, accounting for the majority of government revenue. Major
oil-producing areas are in Upper Nile and Unity states.

e Gold: Deposits are found in regions like Equatoria and Bahr el Ghazal, with artisanal
mining being common.

e Iron Ore: Deposits exist, particularly in Western Bahr el Ghazal.

e Copper

e Chromium Ore

e Zinc

e Tungsten

e Mica

o Silver

o Timber: Especially teak in Western and Central Equatoria.

e« Arable Land: A significant portion of the land is suitable for agriculture.

¢ Water: The White Nile and its tributaries flow through the country.
Government Structure:

South Sudan operates as a federal presidential republic under a transitional government
based on the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in South Sudan (R-
ARCSS).

e Head of State and Government: The President, currently Salva Kiir Mayardit. The
President is the head of state, head of government, and commander-in-chief of the
armed forces.



o First Vice President: Riek Machar holds the position of First Vice President, as part
of the power-sharing agreement. There are multiple Vice Presidents representing
different political factions.

 Executive Branch: The executive authority is vested in the President and the
Council of Ministers (Cabinet).

e Legislative Branch: Bicameral Transitional National Legislature:
o Transitional Council of States (Upper House)

o Reconstituted Transitional National Legislative Assembly (Lower House)
Membership in these houses includes representatives from various political
parties as per the peace agreement.

¢ Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and includes the Supreme Court as
the highest court, followed by Courts of Appeal, High Courts, and County Courts.
The legal system is a mix of statutory law (based on English Common Law) and
customary law. There is also a Constitutional Court.

South Sudan is divided into 10 states and three administrative areas. The system of
governance is intended to be a decentralized democratic system. The implementation of
the peace agreement and the establishment of a permanent constitution are ongoing
processes.


https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2025/01/27/world-bank-report-afe-south-sudan-renewable-natural-resources-potential-can-promote-inclusive-economic-growth
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2025/01/27/world-bank-report-afe-south-sudan-renewable-natural-resources-potential-can-promote-inclusive-economic-growth

SUDAN

Estimates for the population of Sudan in mid-2025 range around 51.4 to 51.7 million people.




Natural Minerals:
Sudan possesses a variety of natural resources, including:

e Petroleum: While South Sudan gained control of a significant portion of Sudan's oil
reserves after secession, Sudan still has some oil production.

e Gold: A major export and with increasing production.

o Chromite

e Manganese

e Gypsum
e Mica

e Zinc

e Iron

e Lead

e Uranium
o Copper

o Kaolin

e Cobalt

¢ Granite
¢ Nickel

e Tin

e Aluminum
e Silver

o Natural Gas: Reserves exist but are not extensively exploited.
Sudan also has significant arable land and water resources, particularly from the Nile River.
Government Structure:

The political situation in Sudan is currently in flux following a period of significant upheaval and
a recent civil war. As of April 2025, Sudan is under the control of the Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF) following the ongoing conflict with the Rapid Support Forces (RSF).

Prior to the recent conflict, Sudan was operating under a federal provisional republic
framework, outlined in the 2019 Draft Constitutional Declaration. The structure included:

o Head of State: The President of the Transitional Sovereignty Council.

o Head of Government: The Prime Minister, appointed by the Transitional Sovereignty
Council.

o Executive Branch: The Transitional Sovereignty Council and the Council of Ministers
(Cabinet).

o Legislative Branch: The Transitional Legislative Authority, a unicameral body that
replaced the previously bicameral National Legislature.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is stated as independent, with a Constitutional Court.

Current Situation (Post-October 2023 Conflict):



Since the outbreak of intense conflict in October 2023 between the Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), the transitional government's structure has been
severely disrupted. Effective governance is contested, and the long-term political structure
remains uncertain. The SAF, led by General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, currently holds de facto
power in many areas. The 2019 Constitutional Declaration is significantly undermined by the
ongoing conflict.

It's important to note that the situation is highly volatile, and the future government structure of
Sudan will depend on the outcome of the current conflict and subsequent political negotiations.



TANZANIA

Estimates for the population of Tanzania in mid-2025 range around 70.1 to 70.5 million people.




Natural Minerals:
Tanzania is rich in various natural resources, including:
e Gold: A significant contribution to the mining sector.

e Diamonds: Tanzania has been a diamond producer for decades.
o Tanzanite: A unique gemstone found only in Tanzania.

e Silver

e Iron Ore

o Copper

e Nickel

e Cobalt

e Graphite
e Uranium

e Coal

e Phosphate
e Gypsum

o Natural Gas: Significant offshore deposits have been discovered.

e Other Gemstones: Including rubies, sapphires, emeralds, and garnets.

e Rare Earth Elements and Critical Minerals: Exploration is ongoing for approximately
24 types.

Government Structure:
Tanzania operates as a unitary dominant-party presidential republic.

o Head of State and Government: The President, currently Samia Suluhu Hassan. The
President is directly elected for a five-year term and is both the head of state and head of
government.

o Executive Branch: The President appoints a Prime Minister, currently Kassim
Majaliwa, who serves as the government's leader in the National Assembly. The
President also appoints the Cabinet from among members of the National Assembly.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly (Bunge) with 393 seats. These
include members elected from constituencies, special seats reserved for women, members
elected by the Zanzibar House of Representatives, members nominated by the President,
and the Attorney General. Members serve five-year terms.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and includes a High Court and a Court
of Appeal.

Tanzania is a union of mainland Tanganyika and the semi-autonomous islands of Zanzibar.
Zanzibar has its own government, including a President and a House of Representatives, which
has jurisdiction over non-union matters. For administrative purposes, mainland Tanzania is
divided into regions and then further into districts.



THE GAMBIA

Estimates for the population of The Gambia in mid-2025 range around 2.82 million people.




Natural Minerals:
The Gambia has limited significant mineral resources. They include:

o Fish: A crucial part of the economy.

o Silica sand: Used in glassmaking and construction.

e Heavy mineral sands: Containing ilmenite, rutile, and zircon (potential for mining).
e Clay: Used for local purposes.

e Quartz sand: Found along the River Gambia.

Historically, peanuts have been a major agricultural resource and export.
Government Structure:
The Gambia operates as a presidential republic.

o Head of State and Government: The President, currently Adama Barrow. The
president is directly elected by universal adult suffrage for a five-year term. There is no
term limit.

o Executive Branch: The President appoints the Vice President and the Cabinet.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly, with 58 members. 53 members
are directly elected for a five-year term, and up to 5 additional members can be
nominated by the President.

o Judicial Branch: The legal system is based on a composite of common law, Koranic
law, and customary law. The judicial system includes lower courts (Magistrates Court,
Khadis Courts, District Tribunals) and higher courts (the Supreme Court and The Gambia
Court of Appeal).

The Gambia gained independence from British rule on February 18, 1965, and became a republic
in 1970.


https://www.worldometers.info/demographics/gambia-demographics/
https://www.worldometers.info/demographics/gambia-demographics/




Natural Minerals of Togo

Togo, a small West African country nestled between Ghana, Benin, and Burkina Faso, is
endowed with a variety of natural minerals that play a vital role in its economy. The mining
sector, while not as extensive as in some neighboring countries, has significant potential
for growth and development.

Phosphates

Phosphates are Togo's most valuable mineral resource. The country is one of the largest
producers of phosphates in Africa, with extensive deposits found primarily in the coastal
regions. The extraction of phosphates has been a cornerstone of Togo's mining industry
since the 1950s, providing substantial export revenues and employment opportunities.
Phosphates are primarily used in the production of fertilizers, which are crucial for global
agriculture.

Limestone and Marble

Limestone and marble are also significant mineral resources in Togo. Limestone is used in
various industries, including construction, cement production, and agriculture. Marble,
prized for its aesthetic and architectural qualities, is utilized in the construction of buildings
and monuments. These minerals are found in several regions across the country,
contributing to both local and national development.

Iron Ore

Iron ore deposits have been identified in the Bassar region of Togo. While not yet extensively
mined, these deposits hold promises for future exploitation. The development of iron ore
mining could provide a boost to the country's industrial sector, supporting the production
of steel and other related products.

Manganese

Manganese deposits have been discovered in northern Togo. Manganese is an essential
element used in the production of steel and aluminum alloys, as well as in batteries and
chemicals. The exploration and potential exploitation of these deposits could enhance
Togo's position in the global mineral market.

Other Minerals

In addition to the aforementioned minerals, Togo possesses smaller quantities of other
valuable resources, including gold, diamonds, and bauxite. While these minerals are not



currently major contributors to the economy, they represent potential areas for future
exploration and development.

Government Structure of Togo

The governance of Togo is shaped by its history, political landscape, and constitutional
framework. The country's government structure is defined by the Constitution of Togo,
which was adopted in 1992 and has undergone several amendments since.

Executive Branch

The executive branch of Togo is headed by the President, who serves as both the head of
state and the head of government. The President is elected by popular vote for a five-year
term and is eligible for re-election. The President holds significant powers, including
appointing the Prime Minister, who is responsible for overseeing the government and
implementing policies.

The Prime Minister, along with the Council of Ministers, assists the President in the
administration of the country. The Council of Ministers is composed of various ministers in
charge of different government departments and agencies. They are appointed by the
President on the recommendation of the Prime Minister.

Legislative Branch

Togo's legislative branch is a unicameral body known as the National Assembly. The
National Assembly is composed of deputies who are elected by proportional
representation for five-year terms. The National Assembly is responsible for enacting laws
approving the budget and overseeing the actions of the executive branch. It also plays a
role in shaping national policy and representing the interests of the Togolese people.

Judicial Branch

The judicial branch of Togo is comprised of various courts, including the Constitutional
Court, the Supreme Court, and lower ordinary courts. The Constitutional Court is the
highest authority on constitutional matters, ensuring that laws and government actions
comply with the Constitution. The Supreme Court is the highest court of appeal, overseeing
the administration of justice and ensuring the uniform application of laws. Additionally,
there are specialized courts that handle specific areas such as administrative and
commercial disputes.

Judges in Togo are appointed based on their qualifications and experience, and they are
expected to operate independently, free from political influence.



Local Government

Togo is divided into five regions, which are further subdivided into prefectures and
communes. Each region is headed by a Regional Council, which is responsible for local
administration and development. Prefectures and communes have their own local
councils and mayors, who oversee local governance and ensure that national policies are
implemented at the grassroots level.

Local governments play a crucial role in addressing the needs and aspirations of the
people, promoting development, and enhancing civic participation.

Political Landscape

Togo has a multi-party-political system, although the political landscape has been
dominated by a single party, the Union for the Republic (UNIR), for several decades.
Political reforms and efforts to enhance democracy are ongoing, with various political
parties and civil society organizations advocating for greater transparency, accountability,
and inclusiveness in governance.

Conclusion

Togo's rich mineral resources and evolving government structure reflect the country's
potential for growth and development. The effective management of natural resources,
coupled with a commitment to democratic governance and institutional reforms, can pave
the way for a prosperous and inclusive future for Togo.




TUNISIA

Estimates for the population of Tunisia in mid-2025 range around 12.35 million people.

Natural Minerals:



Tunisia's natural resources include:

e Petroleum
o Phosphates (Tunisia was once a major global producer)
e Iron Ore

° Lead

e Zinc

e Salt

e Natural Gas
e Barite

¢ Calcium Carbonate
o Silica Sand

e Clays

e Marble

While not a major mining powerhouse compared to some other African nations, phosphates and
petroleum have historically been significant to its economy.

Government Structure:

Tunisia operates as a unitary semi-presidential republic. The political landscape has undergone
significant changes since the 2011 revolution. As of April 2025, the structure is as follows:

o Head of State: The President, currently Kais Saied. The president is directly elected by
popular vote for a five-year term. The president has significant executive powers,
especially following the constitutional referendum of July 2022.

e Head of Government: The Prime Minister, currently Sara Zaafarani (since March 21,
2025), is appointed by the President. The Prime Minister heads the government and is
responsible to the President.

o Executive Branch: Executive power is held by the President and the government headed
by the Prime Minister.

o Legislative Branch (Parliament): Bicameral.

o Assembly of the Representatives of the People: The lower house.
o National Council of Regions and Districts: The upper house (established under
the 2022 constitution, its exact structure and powers are still developing).

Judicial Branch: The legal system is influenced by French civil law. There is a Supreme
Court and a Constitutional Court. The judiciary is constitutionally independent.

Tunisia is divided into 24 governorates for administrative purposes. The country has been
navigating a complex political transition since 2011, with ongoing developments shaping its
governance.



UGANDA

Estimates for the population of Uganda in mid-2025 range around 51.38 million people.
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Natural Minerals:

Uganda possesses a variety of natural resources, including:

o Gold

o Copper

o Cobalt

¢ Limestone
o Salt

o Significant untapped reserves of gold, nickel, platinum, marble, and uranium.
e Other minerals include tin, lead, zinc, tungsten, iron ore, gypsum, kaolin, and potential
oil.

Government Structure:
Uganda operates as a unitary presidential republic with a dominant-party system.

o Head of State and Government: The President, currently Yoweri Museveni. The
president is directly elected for a five-year term.

o Executive Branch: The President appoints a Prime Minister, currently Robinah
Nabbanja, who assists in the supervision of the cabinet. The cabinet is appointed by the
President from among the elected legislators.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral Parliament, with a large number of members including
constituency representatives, district women representatives, representatives of special
interest groups (like the army, youth, workers, and persons with disabilities), and ex-
officio members. Members serve five-year terms.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and includes Magistrate's Courts, the
High Court, the Court of Appeal (which also serves as the Constitutional Court), and the
Supreme Court.

Uganda is divided into districts for local administration. While the constitution provides for a
multi-party system, the National Resistance Movement (NRM) has been the dominant political
force for an extended period.


https://resourcegovernance.org/events/unlocking-mineral-value-addition-support-ugandas-ten-fold-growth-strategy
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ZAMBIA

Estimates for the population of Zambia in early 2025 are around 21.6 to 21.9 million people.




Natural Minerals:
Zambia is rich in various natural resources, most notably:
o Copper: Zambia is a major global copper producer.

e Cobalt: Often found in association with copper.
o Emeralds: Zambia has some of the world's largest deposits.

e Gold

e Zinc

e Lead

e Coal

e Uranium
e Silver

e Other gemstones like amethyst, aquamarine, and tourmaline.
e Limestone

e Marble

e Talc

e Iron Ore

Zambia also has significant potential for hydroelectric power, abundant wildlife, rivers, and
lakes.

Government Structure:
Zambia operates as a presidential representative democratic republic.

o Head of State and Government: The President, who is directly elected by popular
vote. The President is both the head of state and head of government.

o Executive Branch: The President appoints a Cabinet from among the members of the
National Assembly. The Vice-President is the principal assistant to the President.

o Legislative Branch: Unicameral National Assembly, with 156 members. 150 members
are directly elected, and up to 8 can be nominated by the President. The Speaker of the
National Assembly is also a member. Members serve a five-year term.

e Judicial Branch: The judiciary is independent and includes the Supreme Court, the
High Court, Magistrate Courts, and Local Courts.

Zambia is divided into ten provinces for administrative purposes.




If African Americans goes to Africa with the diaspora, and with all they have invented in
America and work to build a better Africa with all the natural minerals on the continent of Africa
what could the outcome be?

That's a fascinating thought experiment! Imagining the impact of African Americans pooling
their skills, innovations, and resources in Africa, alongside the continent's vast natural wealth,
opens up a world of possibilities. Here's a breakdown of potential outcomes, considering various
factors:

Positive Outcomes:

e Accelerated Technological and Industrial Advancement: African Americans have
made significant contributions across various fields, including science, technology,
engineering, mathematics (STEM), arts, business, and medicine. Transferring this
knowledge and these innovations could rapidly accelerate Africa's industrialization,
technological adoption, and overall development. Imagine advancements in renewable
energy, sustainable agriculture, advanced manufacturing, and digital infrastructure driven
by this influx of expertise.

e Economic Growth and Diversification: The combination of American entrepreneurial
spirit and established business acumen with Africa's abundant natural resources
(minerals, fertile land, renewable energy potential) could lead to significant economic
growth. This could foster diversification beyond traditional resource extraction, creating
higher-value industries and more jobs.

o Strengthened Infrastructure Development: Expertise in infrastructure planning,
engineering, and construction could lead to the development of modern transportation
networks (roads, railways, ports), reliable energy grids, and efficient water management
systems, addressing critical developmental bottlenecks.

o Innovation in Governance and Social Systems: Exposure to different models of
governance, civil society engagement, and social justice movements could spark
innovation in how African nations address their own unique challenges, potentially
leading to more inclusive and equitable systems.

e Cultural Exchange and Enrichment: A large-scale return of African Americans would
foster a powerful cultural exchange, enriching both African and African American
identities. It could lead to-a resurgence of Pan-African ideals and stronger cultural ties
across the diaspora.

o Empowerment and Capacity Building: Collaborative projects and knowledge transfer
initiatives could empower local African communities, build their capacity and foster a
new generation of skilled professionals and leaders.

e Increased Global Influence: A more developed and economically powerful Africa,
fueled in part by the contributions of its diaspora, would undoubtedly have a stronger
voice and greater influence on the global stage.



Potential Challenges and Considerations:

o Integration and Cultural Differences: Despite shared ancestry, cultural differences
between African Americans and various African ethnic groups exist. Successful
integration would require mutual understanding, respect, and a willingness to adapt.

o Political and Economic Stability: The success of such an endeavor would heavily rely
on the political and economic stability of the African nations involved.

e Resource Management and Sustainability: While Africa possesses vast natural
resources, sustainable and equitable management would be crucial to avoid exploitation
and environmental degradation.

e Brain Drain Concerns: While the goal is to build Africa, the departure of a significant
portion of the African American professional class, some may say this could have
implications for the United States.

o Logistical and Financial Hurdles: Organizing and funding such a large-scale migration
and development initiative would present significant logistical and financial challenges.

e Varying Levels of Development: African nations are diverse in their levels of
development, infrastructure, and governance.

Overall Potential:

Despite the challenges, the potential for a transformative outcome is immense. The constructive
collaboration between the skills, innovation, and capital of African Americans and the natural
wealth and potential of Africa could create a powerful engine for progress. It would require
careful planning, collaboration, mutual respect, and long-term commitment from all involved.

It is important to remember that this is a complex scenario with many variables. The actual
outcome would depend on the specific context, the scale of the movement, the policies adopted
by African governments, and the nature of the collaborations forged. However, it is a compelling
vision of how the African diaspora could contribute to the continent's future.
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| WILL ENCLOSE THESE THOUGHTS.

Honoring Ancestors: Recognize the history and experiences of individuals who
were taken from their homes during the transatlantic slave trade as well as the
knowledge they can bring back to Africa.

e (elebration of Diaspora: Acknowledge the contributions of African
Americans and others in the diaspora to their communities and the world.

e Reaffirmation of Identity: Promote the recognition of African heritage
among those in the diaspora, encouraging a sense of identity and the
understanding that we belong to Africa.

e Strengthening Unity: Encourage unity and collaboration among Africans and
the diaspora for mutual progress to strengthen Africa.

55 NATIONS DAY will bridge the gap for inclusion; the Diaspora need Africa to
declare a day in Africa as “55 NATIONS DAY for the 6™ Region. This

celebration will set off a ripple effect throughout the world that Africa has another
nation, unity is on its way and UNITY IS OUR GOAL!
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