Awards 2026
McKenzie Taxidermist Choice Fish Award: Voted on by Taxidermists
McKenzie Taxidermist Choice Whitetail Award: Voted on by Taxidermists
McKenzie Taxidermist Choice Bird Award: Voted on by Taxidermists
McKenzie Taxidermist Choice Polytranspar Award: Judges Choice for Fish Painted w/Polytranspar Paint.
McKenzie Taxidermist Choice Life Size Mammal Award: Voted on by Taxidermists
McKenzie/Wasco Award: Judges Choice for Most Artistic Entry
McKenzie/Van Dyke Award: Judges Choice of Most Creative Entry
McKenzie Distinguished Service Award: Voted by NEAT Board of Directors
Neat Taxidermists Choice for Best Game Head: Voted on by Taxidermists
Neat Hall of Fame Inductee: Voted by NEAT Board of Directors 
Neat Best of Show Youth: Judges Choice from Best of Category
Neat Best of Show Commercial: Judges Choice from Best of Category
Neat Best of Show Amateur: Judges Choice from Best of Category
Neat Best of Show Professional: Judges Choice from Best of Category
Neat Best of Show Masters: Judges Choice from Best of Category
Neat Best of Show Division of Excellence: Judges Choice from Best of Category
Neat Best of Show Habitat: Judges Choice from Best of Category
Neat Best of Show Freeze Dried: Judges Choice from Best of Category
Neat Best of Show Wildlife Art: Judges Choice from Best of Category
New England Champion Bird Award: Judges Choice Highest Scoring 
New England Champion Fish/Reptile Award: Judges Choice Highest Scoring
New England Champion Mammal Award: Judges Choice Highest Scoring
New England Champion Whitetail Award: Judges Choice Highest Scoring
New England Champion Game Head: Judges Choice Highest Scoring
Bruce Rittel Award: Best Home Tan
Butch Bragg Award: Highest Scoring Board of Directors Entry
Fred Barilla Award: Best Non-Indigenous to North America – Voted by Judges
Jack Wilson Award: Best Upland Bird: Highest Scoring Waterfowl in Masters or Div. of Excellence
Jean Levalle Award: Best Conventional Mount
John Matthews Award: Best of Species in Natural Habitat
Matt Marulli Award: Best Professional Small Mammal
Mike Adams Award: Best of Show Whitetail
Pete LaJoie Award: Best Amateur Whitetail
Richard Christoforo Award: Highest Scoring Game Head
Rick Krane Award: Best Conventional Fish
Steve Hackett Award: Best Waterfowl in a Natural Setting
David Whitney Award: Best Amateur Game Head
Breakthrough Award: Overall Best of Show – Judges Choice
Buckshot Tannery Award: Highest Score in the Professional Div . (Best Life Size Large)
Matuska Award: Highest Score of 350 or Better for 4 Mounts (Can Be All In One Category)
Mounted in Alaska Award: Best Tells a Story – Chosen by the Judges 
Pro 1 Award: Best Professional Entry Using a Pro 1 Product - chosen by the judges
Pro 1 Award: Best Masters or Division of Excellence Entry Using a Pro 1 Product – chosen by the judges
UTA Award: Artisian Award - Most Artistic Award
Whitetails Unlimited Award: Best Whitetail in Professional Div. 
Best All Around Taxidermist Award: Highest Total Score of Mammal, Bird, Fish & Game head in all Div. ( 4 Pieces Different Categories)
Most Distinguished  Taxidermist Award: Highest Total Score of 3 Pieces
Old Timers Award: Voted on by Taxidermists
People’s Choice: First, second and third places will be awarded. Voted by registered attendees
People’s Choice Amateur Division – voted by registered attendees
President’s Cup Award: Highest Scoring Entry – Any Full Body or shoulder mount mammal
















