


GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Types of Errors

Error – A systematic mistake that reflects gaps in a learner’s knowledge.
Fossilization – When incorrect language use becomes a fixed habit despite further exposure and learning.
Interlanguage – A learner’s evolving version of the target language, which includes errors that show progress toward fluency.
L1 – First language/mother tongue
Overgeneralization – Applying a language rule too broadly (e.g., goed instead of went).
Slip or Mistake – A temporary mistake due to inattention or fatigue, not a lack of knowledge.
Transfer (Interference) – Applying rules from the first language (L1) incorrectly to the second language (L2).

Correction Strategies

Clarification Request – Indicating misunderstanding and prompting the student to correct the mistake.
Delayed Correction – Addressing errors after the speaking activity rather than immediately.
Elicitation – Prompting students to self-correct by asking questions or pausing before the error.
Explicit Correction – Directly telling the student what the correct form is.
Implicit Correction – Indirectly guiding the learner toward the correct form.
Metalinguistic Feedback – Giving hints or comments about the nature of the error without directly providing the correct form.
Peer Correction – Encouraging classmates to assist in identifying and correcting mistakes.
Recast – Reformulating a learner’s incorrect utterance correctly without explicitly highlighting the mistake.
Reinforcement – Positively acknowledging correct forms to encourage accuracy.
Self-correction – Encouraging the learner to identify and correct their own mistakes.

Phonological & Grammatical Considerations 

Lexical Error – Incorrect word choice or collocation (e.g., make a party instead of have a party).
Morphological Error – Mistakes in word formation (e.g., childs instead of children).
Phonemic Error – An error in sound production that affects meaning (e.g., ship vs. sheep).
Pragmatic Failure – Errors in language use that lead to miscommunication in social contexts (e.g., being too direct or too formal/informal).
Syntactic Error – Mistakes in sentence structure (e.g., She like play football).

Linguistic Terms
Syntax - the study of how words and morphemes combine to form larger units such as phrases and sentences.  Syntax includes word order, grammatical relations, hierarchical sentence structure, agreement, the nature of crosslinguistic variation, and the relationship between form and meaning.
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