


Information. Reading Comprehension Question Design
· Is the question clearly worded?
·  Is the language level appropriate for the students?
·  Are instructions unambiguous?
Skill Focus
·  Does the question test a specific skill? (e.g., main idea, inference, vocabulary)
·  Are a variety of comprehension levels covered? (literal, inferential, analytical)
·  Is the question aligned with your learning objectives?
Evidence-Based
·  Can the answer be found or justified from the text?
·  If inference-based, is there enough context in the text to support the answer?
Text Reference/Sequential Ranking
·  Does the question refer to a specific section (e.g., paragraph or line)?
·  Does it avoid vague language like “in the text” unless appropriate?
· Are the questions in the same sequence as the text?
 Cognitive Challenge
·  Does the question encourage students to think, not just recall?
·  Does it challenge students at the right level (not too easy or too difficult)?
Format Variety
·  Are you using a mix of question types?
· WH- questions
· True/False with justification
· Multiple choice
· Matching or sorting
· Short answer
· Vocabulary-in-context
· Opinion with evidence
 Bias & Assumptions
·  Are the questions culturally neutral and inclusive?
·  Do they avoid requiring outside knowledge to answer?
Timing and Balance
·  Is the number of questions appropriate for the length and complexity of the text?
·  Do the questions reflect a balanced focus on main ideas, details, vocabulary, and inference?




Information. Types of Comprehension Task 

The list is certainly not definitive but our top 10 are: 

 1. True/False/Not Given
· Learners decide if statements are true, false, or not mentioned based on the text

2. Specific Information Questions
· Direct questions that ask for facts, numbers, names, or other details from the text.
(Example: "How many people attended the event?"

3. Matching Headings to Paragraphs
· Learners read carefully to match each paragraph with its correct heading based on the main idea or focus.
4. Gap-Fill (Detailed Information)
· Learners fill in missing words, phrases, or numbers based on the exact information from the text.
(Example: "The company was founded in ______.")
5. Multiple Choice (Focused on Details)
· Learners select the correct answer based on very specific points or meanings within the text.
6. Sequencing Events
· Learners put events, steps, or ideas from the text into the correct chronological or logical order.
7. Finding Synonyms or Paraphrases
· Learners find words or expressions in the text that match given meanings or rephrased sentences.
8. Reference Matching
· Learners identify what pronouns or references like "he," "they," "this," or "it" refer to in the text.
9. Short Answer Questions
· Learners answer using information directly from the text, often with word limits.
(Example: "Where was the discovery made?" – Answer in no more than 3 words.)
10. Quotation-Based Questions
· Learners are given a line or phrase from the text and must explain its meaning or who said it.

Sample Activity Grid

Sample Activity Grid showing how you could sequence detailed reading tasks into a full reading lesson.

	Stage
	Task Type
	Purpose

	Example Instruction

	Pre-Reading
	Prediction from title/headline
	Activate prior knowledge, set purpose
	"Look at the title. What do you think this text is about?"

	First Reading (Gist)
	Skim for main idea
	Quick global understanding
	"What is the general topic of the article?"

	Second Reading (Detail)
	Specific Information Questions
	Focus on key facts/details
	"How many reasons does the writer give for…?"

	Follow-up Task 1
	True/False/Not Given
	Test close comprehension
	"Decide if the following statements are true or false."

	Follow-up Task 2
	Match Headings to Paragraphs
	Recognise key ideas in sections
	"Match each heading to the correct paragraph."

	Follow-up Task 3
	Finding Synonyms/Paraphrases
	Develop vocabulary recognition and inferencing
	"Find words in the text that mean the same as..."

	Follow-up Task 4
	Reference Matching
	Understand cohesion (linking words to ideas)
	"Who or what does 'they' refer to in paragraph 3?"

	Post-Reading
	Personal Reaction (Discussion or Writing)
	Encourage personal engagement with text
	"Do you agree with the writer’s opinion? Why or why not?"
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