




Information. TAVI/TALO/TASP 

1. Text as vehicle for information (TAVI)
In a TAVI lesson the aim is to understand the key information and ideas in the text.  What message is the writer trying to convey?  In a TAVI lesson, the tasks are designed to test learners’ understanding of the meaning rather than the language used to express it.  The message is seen as more important than the language.  For example, in a reading on the pro’s and con’s of capital punishment we may want to know the writer’s opinion, how is it formed and what arguments are used.  Does the conclusion support the ideas in the text?  Do we agree/disagree with the writer?  Detailed comprehension questions will be along the lines of “How many different arguments are given against capital punishment?’”.
The text is often presented with TAVI tasks before it is used for any language work (TALO, see below).  We want the learners to understand the general ideas before we focus on the detailed use of language.  Reading skills used for TAVI tasks include: 

· Main Idea / Gist – The overall message or central meaning of the text.
· Skimming – Reading quickly to get the main idea.
· Scanning – Looking quickly for specific information.
· Inference – Understanding meaning that is implied but not directly stated.
· Prediction – Using clues from the text (or context) to guess what’s next.
Examples of TAVI tasks include:
· put the paragraphs in order
· match the headings to the paragraphs
· predict the content of the text
· summarise the key points
· State which points you agree and disagree with
· Put the pictures in the same order as the text
· Paraphrase the key ideas in the text
	
2. Text as a linguistic object (TALO)
In a TALO lesson the text is used as the basis for language development, usually vocabulary or grammar.  If we use our reading on capital punishment again, we may ask questions like “What words describe the methods of capital punishment (hanging, electric chair, lethal injection etc)?” or “What tense does the writer use to describe the consequences of 10 years of capital punishment?” (Possibly the present perfect). Other examples of TAVI tasks include:
· What tense does the write use to talk about…? (past, present, future completed action, results etc.)
· What language does the writer use to express opinions? (functional language)
· Find all the words related to the topic of…
· Underline functional phrases that expresses possibility
· Notice the discourse markers that link the ideas together
· Notice the cohesive devises that avoid repeating the noun
· Underline all two and three word collocations linked to weather
· Underline in one colour all words that you easily understood, another colour for those that were a little more difficult and a third for all you were not sure of.
3. Text as a springboard for production (TASP)
TASP stands for Text as a Stimulus for Production. This means using a text as a springboard for another task - usually a reading or writing task. TASP approaches also fit well with the communicative approach. Examples of TASP type activities include: 
· Writing a personal or critical response to the text 
· Performing a role-play inspired by the text
· Discussing the themes or issues highlighted in the text
· Debating the different perspectives presented
· Composing a similar text based on the learners’ own experiences or knowledge
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