


Worksheet: Contextualisation & Scaffolding 

Decide if the following input task activities are contextualisation or Scaffolding Tasks? Can you briefly state the reason for your choice? Answers on final page

Good contextualisation = activating students' brains before the hard work of decoding the text! Scaffolding are tasks designed to support learners as they work through a text.


	Task Type 
	Context or Scaffold?
	Reason for choice

	1. Gist Reading with Time Limit
Task: Give students a short time (e.g., 2 minutes) to quickly skim the text and answer one simple question: "What’s the main idea?"
	
	

	2. Chunking a Long Text
Task: Divide a long article into smaller sections and set a simple task after each part (e.g., summarise 1-2 key points).
	
	

	3. Image Prediction
Task: Show students a photo, cartoon, or visual linked to the text topic.
Prompt: "What do you think is happening? What might the text be about?" Make 5 predictions then read to see if you were correct.

	
	

	4. Guided Comprehension Questions
Task: Create a sequence of questions that move from easy to more detailed (e.g., "Who is the main character?" ➔ "Why did they make that decision?").

	
	

	5. Title and Headline Guessing
Task: Reveal only the title or headline of the text.
Prompt: "Based on the title, what topics, words, or ideas do you expect to see?"
(Example: "The Future of Petrol Cars" — learners brainstorm what the article could cover.)
	
	

	6. Personal Connection Discussion
Task: Ask students a few simple personal questions connected to the text theme.
Prompt: "Have you ever moved to a new city?" / "What’s your favourite festival?"
(Example: Before reading about cultural traditions and checking if they had similar experiences to the writer.)
	
	

	7. Providing Sentence Starters for Speaking or Writing
Task: After reading, give students sentence frames to help them respond. (e.g., "I agree with the author because..." / "One important point is...")
	
	

	8. Vocabulary Brainstorming
Task: Give students 3–5 key words from the text.
Prompt: "What do these words have in common? What might the text be about?"
(Example: "Space, astronaut, Mars, mission" — linked to a science text.) 
Create a story outline with the words then read the text and see how similar or different outlines are
	
	

	9. Genre Identification
Task: Show part of the text layout (e.g., a menu, email, news article) without full content.
Prompt: "What kind of text is this? How do you know? What information would you expect?"
(Example: Students see a menu and predict food-related vocabulary.)
	
	

	10. Jigsaw Reading
Task: Different groups read different sections of a text. Each group becomes "experts" on their section and then teach the others.
	
	







Worksheet Answers

	Number
	Answer
	Reason

	1. 
	S
	It’s scaffolding because it stops students from getting bogged down in every word and trains them to read for global meaning first.

	2. 
	S
	It’s scaffolding because learners process the text bit by bit rather than facing a long, intimidating wall of text.

	3. 
	C
	It's contextualisation because the image activates prior knowledge and encourages learners to predict the topic, making the text less "cold" or unfamiliar when they read it.

	4. 
	S
	It’s scaffolding because it breaks down comprehension into manageable steps, helping students build deeper understanding without feeling overwhelmed.

	5. 
	C
	It's contextualisation because the titles and headlines give strong clues about the theme and purpose of the text. Guessing builds mental preparation for the ideas and language they will encounter.

	6. 
	C
	It's contextualisation because connecting the text theme to students' personal experiences makes the topic meaningful and relevant, which increases engagement and readiness to process the text.

	7. 
	S
	It’s scaffolding because it supports weaker learners in using the language from the text and expressing opinions confidently.

	8. 
	C
	It's contextualisation because brainstorming key words pre-loads students with topic-specific vocabulary, so they are less likely to get stuck on unfamiliar terms during the reading itself.

	9. 
	C
	It's contextualisation because recognising the genre (e.g., a menu vs. a news article) sets expectations about the structure, style, and purpose of the text, helping students approach it with the right reading Strategy.

	10. 
	S
	It’s scaffolding because it reduces the individual reading load and turns reading into a collaborative task.
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