



Information. Reading Gist Task Design 

1.KISS IT. Keep it Simple and Succeed. Make the gist task the most simple and quickest so that learners are drawn into the text and get a general idea and confidence before the detailed reading. Gist reading is a quick, top-down process — design the task to take no more than 2–3 minutes after reading (or while skimming).
2.  Gist Precedes Detailed 
A gist task should come before detailed comprehension tasks, as part of the preparation and orientation stage of reading.

3. Focus on Overall, Global Meaning, Not Details
To help create a gist task imagine you are asking a friend to find the reading on your desk which is covered in papers, so you give a brief summary, ‘it’s the newspaper article about the two guys that rescue the dog’. 
The task should assess general understanding (e.g., topic, purpose, tone, or main idea).
Gist can test understanding of the context, for example what is the relationship, location, genre or purpose of the text.
Avoid questions that require scanning for specific facts or vocabulary definitions.
Example: “What is the main topic of the article?”
Avoid: “How many people attended the event?”

4. Link to Text Structure or Genre
Match the task to the type of text (e.g., narrative, article, letter). A gist question for a narrative might ask about the situation or moral, while for a report, it might ask about the main finding.
Example: “What is the main argument of this opinion piece?”

5.  Use Accessible Language
· Instructions and task items must be simple and level-appropriate, so the focus stays on understanding the text — not decoding the question.
Example: “What is the text mostly about?”
Avoid: “What overarching thematic thread unifies the passage?”

6. Make It Objective, If Possible
Whenever suitable, design closed questions (e.g., multiple choice, matching headings) to avoid overly open responses, especially at lower levels. Ensure you only have one clear answer for each question. 
Example: “Choose the best summary of the text from the options below.”
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