


Take (Main) Aim!

A strong main aim in a language lesson should be clear, specific, and focused on the skill or language set that will be focussed on, the context and what the learners will be able to do better by the end of the lesson. What makes a strong main aim:

1. Learner-Centred
· Focuses on what learners will achieve, not what the teacher will do.
· Example: "Learners will be able to use the past simple (regular & Irregular) to describe their weekend activities."

2. Specific and Measurable
· Avoids vague language like “understand” or “learn”.
· Should be something you can observe or assess.
· Example: Instead of "Learners will understand conditionals," say "Learners will be able to produce first conditional sentences to talk about likely future possibilities."

3. Linked to Language Systems or Skills
· Clearly states whether the focus is grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, or a skill (reading, writing, speaking, listening).

4. Appropriate for Learners’ Level
· Matches what students at that level can realistically achieve in one lesson.

5. Achievable in One Lesson
· Not too broad—just one clear aim per lesson.
· Can include a sub aim for related skills or secondary focus, but the main aim should remain central.





Characteristics of a Good Stage Aim

1. Clear and Specific
· It describes exactly what learners will be doing and why.
· Example: "To provide controlled practice of the present perfect through a gap-fill activity."
2. Linked to the Main Aim
· Each stage aim should support the overall goal of the lesson.
· Ask yourself: How does this stage help learners achieve the main aim?
3. Focused on Learners
· Like the main aim, it should describe what learners will achieve, not what the teacher will do.
· Better: "To help students notice the use of modals for advice in context"
· Weaker: "To explain modals to the class"
4. Reflects the Type of Stage
· E.g. Presentation, Practice (controlled/freer), Production, Testing, Lead-in, Elicitation, Task closure,  Feedback, etc.
· Each stage has its own function—make sure the aim matches it.
· Example: "To activate students’ background knowledge and generate interest in the topic" (for a lead-in)
5. Measurable / Observable
· You should be able to see if the aim was achieved by watching the learners.
· Avoid vague terms like “understand”—instead use “use,” “identify,” “produce,” “recognise,” “respond to,” etc.






3
Advanced TESOL Skills: Mastering Lesson Planning for High Impact Teaching


image1.jpeg
Advanced Practical Teaching Skills
EFL/ESOL - L Hopkins & J Barsdell




