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Natural  Divers i ty Wildness is  the preservat ion of  the wor ld –  Henry David Thoreau
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Vis ion is  the art  of  seeing 

what is  inv is ib le to others.

Jonathan Swift
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The property’s  r ich natural  h istory and incred-

ib le d ivers i ty  creates a pr ime locat ion for  the San   

Antonio community  to explore,  learn and play. 

Dedicated to protect ing the property’s  d iverse 

plant  and animal  communit ies,  our  management 

focus wi l l  be for  nature. 

Surrounded by urban development,  an added  

benef i t  is  31 acres of  environmental  educat ion 

with in a short  dr ive.
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Green Anole:  On Buckley’s Yucca 
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Do something that  wi l l  last 

and be beaut i fu l .

Ken Burns
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American Lady Butterf ly

Texas Bluebonnet

Bat House Prair ie

Green Spaces Al l iance

Our Mission

Our v is ion is  to preserve,  protect  and enhance 

a natural  part  of  the San Antonio region for 

the benef i t  of  the wi ld l i fe  and vegetat ion whi le 

provid ing an educat ional ,  recreat ional  and                                 

re juvenat ing exper ience for  humans of  a l l  ages.

As a local  501(C)(3)  non-prof i t  corporat ion,  Green 

Spaces Al l iance has helped protect  more than 

29,000 acres of  sensit ive lands over the  Edwards 

Aquifer,   safeguarded  458  acres  of   pr ivate prop-

erty as a conservat ion easement holder as wel l  as 

122 acres of  donated land,  fostered 44 communi-

ty  gardens throughout San Antonio,  and educat-

ed more than 2,000 students on the importance 

of  nature with our youth photography program.

With 16.9 percent of  San Antonio’s populat ion 

l iv ing below the poverty l ine (US Census,  2010) ; 

Green Spaces Al l iance’s programming ul t imately 

serves to assist  many of  those who cannot assist 

themselves.  In  protect ing both large parcels of 

land over the aquifer  and smal ler  parcels with in 

the urban environment,  Green Spaces Al l iance 

works to a l lev iate environmental  and economic 

inequal i t ies,  whi le  s imultaneously  educat ing the 

general  publ ic  and foster ing stewardship for  our 

environmental  landscapes and natural  resources

To sustain the natural  environment and enhance urban spaces through land conservat ion,  community  engagement and educat ion.
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When the Hi l l  Country was sett led by European 

man in the mid-1800s,  i t  was maintained as a 

grassland savannah largely  by grazing habits  of 

b ison and antelope as wel l  as by frequent natu-

ra l  and man-made f i res.  The land supported a 

r ich divers i ty  of  forbs and grasses.  Cedar was 

restr icted to overgrazed areas a long r ivers and 

streams,  and in areas of  shal low soi ls  and steep 

canyons where f i res d id not  occur frequent ly. 

White-ta i led deer were rarely  found in the grass-

lands.  With European sett lement came fences, 

cows,  sheep,  goats and the control  of  f i re.  L ive-

stock were cont inuously  grazed in fenced pas-

tures which disrupted the natural  movement    

patterns  of   grazing  animals.   P lants  were  not 

a l lowed to rest  and recover from grazing.  By 

1900,  cont inuous overgrazing and control  of  f i re 

had taken i ts  to l l .  The land began to change from 

a grassland to a brushland.* 

Those changes to the lands of  San Antonio 

and the Texas Hi l l  Country have been drast ic in 

the last  150 years.  Whi le fu l l  restorat ion to the                          

h istor ic grassland savannahs and water course                        

habitats of  the past  is  admittedly  d i f f icul t  at  best , 

i t  won’t  keep us from try ing our very best  to       

restore,  mainta in and protect  the lands of  South 

Centra l  Texas.

Green Spaces Al l iance of  South Texas received    

a  non-cash char i table contr ibut ion from the   

Capita l  Foresight  L imited Partnership in  the form 

of  a 31-acre land donat ion.  On December 17, 

2010,  Green Spaces Al l iance took over the deed 

to the property that  is  now known as the Bulverde 

Oaks Nature Preserve.  Histor ical ly,  th is  land 

was used for  ranching,  but  pressure to develop 

the land has increased with surrounding urban 

sprawl .  Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve has been 

spared some of  the pressure because of  i ts  loca-

t ion on the f loodpla in.  Now owned and managed 

by Green Spaces Al l iance,  those pressures have 

been almost e l iminated,  and the undeveloped   

is land of  nature can cont inue to thr ive. 

*Excerpt :  TPWD Booklet  7100-002A-10

We del ight  in  the beauty of  the butterf ly, 

but  rarely  admit  the changes i t  has gone through 

to achieve that  beauty.

Maya Angelou
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History of the Property

Judson Road at  Loop 1604

Red-Str iped Ribbon Snake

Pond Hi l l  Loop

Goerner © 2019



Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve        											                 5

Pond

View from Bonnie’s Bird Bl ind
BONP Today

A 31 Acre Gem in the Rough

Overgrazing and urban encroachment tend to 

inv i te a lack of  b iodivers i ty,  a l lowing undesir-

able species to thr ive.  Fortunately  that  is  not  the 

case here.  As one of  the only  ecological ly  d iverse 

green spaces in the area,  Bulverde Oaks is  a 

unique environment that  provides protect ion for 

i ts  wide array of  inhabitants.  The 31 acre oasis is 

home to 249 plant  and 168 animal  species.      

Honeybees reside in  our rescue bee hives.     

Pra ir ies are being restored to provide shelter  and 

nectar  for  our pol l inator  f r iends. 

Habitat  is  provided for  the local  bat  populat ion in 

hol low tree stumps and in a man-made bat  box. 

This  protected verdant space is  home to a wide 

var iety of  wi ld l i fe  species,  including wi ld turkey, 

deer,  hogs,  and rabbits ;  f ish,  snakes,  and  l izards; 

spiders,  insects,  and birds;  a l l  deep with in a c i ty 

that  l ike ly  wi l l  grow to 3 mi l l ion residents by 2040.                  

Green Spaces Al l iance of  South Texas is         

shaping Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve to be a           

sanctuary for  the  many ci t izens of  San Antonio 

and opens up th is  unique s i te to the publ ic  for 

monthly  guided nature tours. 

Learn from yesterday, 

l ive for  today,  hope for  tomorrow. 

The important  th ing is  not  to stop quest ioning.

Albert  E instein
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Imaginat ion is

the only  key to the future.

Ida Tarbel l
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Black Crested Ti tmouse

on Black Wi l low

Pond Dam

A Vis ion For Tomorrow

Preserve.  Protect .  Educate.

Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve wi l l  a lways be 

managed to benef i t  the nat ive p lants and wi ld-

l i fe  that  cal l  i t  home. I t  is  remarkable that  such a 

d iverse healthy ecosystem can be found in such 

an urbanized environment. 

The pr imary intent  is  to promote th is  healthy 

landscape and enable i t  to cont inue to thr ive     

no matter   what  development  occurs  around  i t . 

Invasive species removal  wi l l  be a constant      

act iv i ty  as encroachment advances.  Feral  hogs 

and overpopulat ion of  other p lant  and animal 

species wi l l  be kept in  check with sustainable 

removal  pract ices.  Concurrent ly,  growing condi-

t ions for  nat ive species wi l l  be promoted.

The secondary management goal  is  to provide a 

p lace for  the human community  to learn,  explore 

and ref lect . 

To accompl ish th is ,  land managers have and wi l l 

cont inue to ut i l ize the support ive volunteers and 

partners that  have made the property what i t  is 

today,  and wi l l  welcome new partnerships.  Tra i l 

assessment and maintenance wi l l  warrant  year 

round avai labi l i ty.  Educat ional  opportunit ies wi l l 

constant ly  evolve.  Structure and faci l i ty  main-

tenance wi l l  ensure a c lean,  safe exper ience. 

Stakeholder needs,  desires and input wi l l  carry 

on as future opportunit ies develop. 

There is  no plan to open the property to                   

publ ic  access.  However,  v is i tors and groups 

wi l l  be  welcomed by appointment,  and support  

partners wi l l  have exclusive access throughout 

the year.
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100-Year F lood Pla in

100-Year Floodplan

Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve

Source:
FEMA Q3 
Digi ta l  F lood Data
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Del  Rio Clay
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Geological  Outcrops
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Source:
Univers i ty  of  Texas
Bureau of  Economic Geology
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North
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Supplemental  Maps									          

Conservat ion is  a state of  harmony between men and land.

Aldo Leopold

Data for  the maps courtersy of :

Adams Environmental ,  Inc.
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Bulverde Oaks Outdoor Classroom

A Short  Walk Down Arrowhead Trai l
Our Inst i tute of Outdoor Learning

An outdoor c lassroom and pavi l ion is  a p lace for 

instruct ion,  rest ,  ref lect ion,  and group out ings. 

The selected s i te is  in  c lose proximity  to the park-

ing lot  and tra i l  head,  making i t  easy to access.   

A Univers i ty  of  Texas at  San Antonio architecture 

design studio spent a semester  designing and 

construct ing the c lassroom.  The design features 

many aspects of  a valuable outdoor c lassroom: 

•  A canopy for  shade and protect ion

• Space for  at  least  30 people 

•  A magnet ic white board used for  instruct ion 

   or  project ion of  v ideo images

• A storage closet  for  tools and educat ional           

   suppl ies 

•  Gutters and ra inwater harvest ing 

•  Sustainable tread surface

Al l  the whi le,  the design wi l l  showcase the           

students’  abi l i t ies. 

I t  is  a “sculpture,”  adding an art ist ic  e lement to 

the main tra i l . 

The design a l lows guests to feel  part  of  the 

woods,  not  separated. 

I t  of fers 360° v iews of  the forest  f loor  and           

canopy,  and the nearby stream.

Listen to a l l  the teachers in  the woods.

Watch the trees,  the animals and a l l  the l iv ing th ings. . .

you’ l l  learn more from them than books.

Joe Coyhis   
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Aldo Leopold Rest  & Ref lect ion Benches

Arrowhead Trai l 

Faci l i t ies

A reconnect ion to the natural  wor ld 

is  fundamental  to health,  wel l-being, 

spir i t ,  and survival .

Richard Louv 

•  Restrooms wi l l  enable guests to stay for  ex-

tended v is i ts .  They a lso make i t  possib le to host 

groups for  educat ion and recreat ion.  The Enviro 

Loo® is  a hygienic,  and environmental ly  f r iendly 

sanitat ion system with very low maintenance. 

This  water less,  odor less,  chemical  f ree unit  wi l l 

help conserve water,  e lectr ic i ty  and peace of 

mind when nature cal ls .

•  V is i tors wi l l  c lean their  hands at  a washing     

stat ion which wi l l  be fed from col lected and        

f i l tered ra inwater off  the roof  of  the c lassroom.

• Var ious bench sty les wi l l  be p laced throughout 

the tra i l  system for  rest ing and ref lect ion. 

Several  benches have a lready been insta l led by 

an Eagle Scout.

•  An amphitheater  sty le c lassroom wi l l  of fer          

a  perfect  v iew from the h i l l  t ra i l  above the pond. 

Smal l  groups can l isten,  learn or  s imply enjoy   

the v iew.

• Harvested ra inwater wi l l  be the only  source 

of  c lean water.  I f  we wish to upgrade our                        

faci l i t ies,  munic ipal  water  and electr ic i ty,  e i ther 

through solar  energy or  connect ing to the gr id,                          

is  desirable.

Goerner © 2019
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Educat ion is  the key human element of  our          

nature preserve.  F ie ld tr ips,  curr iculum, and 

learning stops wi l l  be useful  for  guided groups. 

However,  i f  guests want to enjoy a sel f-guided 

hike,  there wi l l  be p lenty of  learning opportuni-

t ies.  I t  wi l l  start  with a tra i l  head k iosk display-

ing a map,  preserve ru les,  and the opportunit ies 

avai lable.  A long the tra i l  wi l l  be many breaks with      

s ignage to faci l i tate educat ion and observat ion.

	        Topics include:

	        •  Bird v iewing

	        •  Wet lands

	        •  Streams and stream-side habitat

	        •  Nat ive and invasive plants

	        •  Grasses,  f lowers and prair ies

	        •  Karst  and aquifer  recharge

	        •  Wi ld l i fe  skul ls ,  t racks and scat

	        •  Bats

	 •  Pol l inators

	 •  Soi l ,  erosion,  inf i l t rat ion

	 •  Trees and tree r ings

	 •  Fossi ls

	 •  Ethnobotany

	 •  Geology

	 •  Water Features

	 •  Water conservat ion

	 •  Rainwater harvest ing

Study nature,  love nature, 

stay c lose to nature. 

I t  wi l l  never fa i l  you.

Frank L loyd Wright
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Prair ie  Cone Flowers

Old Farm Road
Educational

Interpret ive Signage 
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When people learn and play in  nature,  they are 

health ier,  happier  and smarter. 

Curr iculum wi l l  be developed as the property 

progresses as an outdoor learning center  and        

environmental  dest inat ion and wi l l  include les-

sons for  a l l  ages and groups of  a l l  s izes.                           

School ,  scout,  youth,  community  and corporate 

groups wi l l  be able to choose from a cache of 

lesson plans,  act iv i t ies and team bui ld ing exer-

cises.  Dig i ta l  copies of  lessons can be shared 

with groups pr ior  to their  v is i t .  Tools,  mater ia ls 

and lessons wi l l  be stored on s i te in  the c lass-

room storage closet .

F ie ld tr ips wi l l  be designed to meet specif ic  Tex-

as Essent ia l  Knowledge and Ski l ls  (TEKS) stan-

dards.  Specif ic  scout badges can a lso be earned. 

The   curr iculum   can  be   led   by   the   group’s

teacher or  leader,  or  specia l  p lanning between 

the preserve and the group can a l low for  the 

tr ip  to be guided by a Texas Master  Natural ist  or   

other ecological ly  informed educator. 

Those who dwel l  among 

the beaut ies and myster ies of  the earth 

are never a lone or  weary of  l i fe .

Rachel  Carson
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Teaching.  Learning.  Outdoors.

Texas Master  Natural ist
Educational

Curr iculum 



The preserve is  with in a short  dr ive of  many      

c i t izens of  San Antonio and surrounding commu-

nit ies.  The north s ide of  San Antonio is  one of  the 

fastest  growing regions in  Texas. 

An expanding Hwy 281 is  going to inv i te even 

more subdiv is ions.  Community  populat ions such 

as Stone Oak wi l l  f lour ish.  This  property is  a l ready 

with in a mi le dr ive of  over 10,000 residents and 

there are few other recreat ional  t ra i ls  or  outdoor 

learning centers in  the northeast  s ide of  town.

Convenient ly  located,  v is i tors can f ind the            

entrance along the left  s ide of  Judson Rd.  north 

of  Loop 1604,  marked with a welcoming ranch-

sty le gate and cedar fence.  Ins ide the entrance 

there is  a gravel  pad with parking,  which can a lso 

be used as a group staging area. 

Addit ional  park ing is  found along the roadside. 

Large groups can organize with us to p lan their 

park ing.  Groups carpool ing and using buses is 

encouraged.  Buses can turn around near the en-

trance and drop off  on the roadside at  the gate.

One touch of  nature…

makes a l l  the wor ld k in.

Wil l iam Shakespeare
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Accessibi l i ty

Locat ion.  Parking.  Entrance.

Drone Aer ia l  of  Bulverde Oaks 

North Loop 1604 at  Judson Road

DroneDeploy



Approximately  2 mi les of  t ra i ls  wind through the 

property.  Aside from tr imming branches in the 

corr idor,  removing vegetat ion and debr is ,  and 

keeping a watchful  eye on erosion,  minimal  main-

tenance is  needed on the tra i ls .  To keep i t  that 

way,  br idges,  sta ircases,  stepping stones,  and 

drainage wi l l  be designed and constructed to 

make the h ike more enjoyable,  l imit  upkeep,  and 

blend the tra i l  into the landscape.   To ensure that 

opportunit ies  are  avai lable for  a l l   abi l i t ies,  ap-

proximately  650 ft  of  accessib le tra i l  is  p lanned.

Soi l  cement wi l l  ensure a stable,  smooth surface. 

This  tra i l  wi l l  start  at  an entrance k iosk,  wind 

through the outdoor c lassroom and bathrooms, 

and swing by one of  the restored pocket prair ies. 

The major i ty  of  interpret ive and educat ional  sta-

t ions wi l l  be located on th is  f i rst  sect ion of  t ra i l . 

For  those who want a short ,  yet  informat ive walk, 

a  smal l ,  400 ft .  loop from the parking lot  wi l l  serve 

as the “ interpret ive tra i l . ”  Over 100 species of 

p lants have been ident i f ied  a long th is  stro l l .

In  every walk with nature, 

one receives far  more 

than he seeks.

John Muir
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A Walk into the Heart  of  Bulverde Oaks

Ear ly  Fal l  A long the Trai ls

Trai l  System

Year-Round Access 



The Edwards Aquifer  is  an underground layer of 

porous   l imestone   stretching   f rom   K inney   to 

Travis  County.  I t  is  the main source of  dr inking 

water  for  San Antonio.  BONP is  located on the 

boundary between the aquifer  recharge and 

artesian zones.  The preserve fu l f i l ls  our  ent i re 

mission and supports a l l  three of  our programs. 

Teaching how karst  l imestone and aquifers work, 

and how to protect  and improve the quant i ty 

and qual i ty  of  water  enter ing the aquifer   is  a 

core part  of  GSA’s mission.  We are a l ia ison and 

team member for  the City ’s   Edwards   Aquifer 

Protect ion Program, help ing acquire protec-

t ions to land contr ibut ing to recharge.  Another 

funct ion throughout a l l  our  programs is  water 

conservat ion outreach and educat ion.  Surface                   

water  is  abundant on the preserve.  Addit ional ly, 

a  San  Antonio River  Author i ty  f lood control  dam         

creates a large pond on the adjacent property.  A l l 

these water features make for  incredible habitat 

and biodivers i ty  at  Bulverde Oaks.
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SARA Flood Control  Dam

Elm Waterhole Creek
Abundance of Water

Beyond Boundar ies:  The Edwards Aquifer

The lakes and r ivers sustain us; 

they f low through the veins of  the earth 

and into our town.

Al  Gore
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• Property Use Pol ic ies and Procedures

• Aer ia l  Maps

• Edward’s Aquifer  Zone Map

• Karst  Zone,  Geologic & Soi l  Type Maps

• F loodpla in Map

• Jur isdict ional  Waters Map

• Easement Map

• Boundary Survey and F ie ld Notes

• Cost  of  Improvements L ist

•  Management Plan

• Basel ine Documentat ion Report

• F indings from Interv iews with Educat ion      	

   Pract i t ioners

• Environmental  S i te Assessment (Phase 1)

•  Bulverde Oaks Up Close and Other Photos

• Bulverde Oaks 2016 Master  Natural ist  A lbum

• UTSA Management Plans

• General  Warranty Deed

• General  L iabi l i ty  Insurance

• Indemnif icat ion Form

• Property Use Appl icat ion Form
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Supplemental  Documents

Avai lable Upon Request 

Whiteta i l  Deer

Fal l ing Waters -  Tra i l  Camera

The truth of  the matter  is 

that  you a l l  know the r ight  th ing to do. 

The hard part  is  doing i t  .

Norman Schwarzkopf
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Tesoro

The Nat ional  Park Service
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Foresters F inancia l
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San Antonio River  Author i ty

The Gary Fami ly

Anonymous

Partners & Volunteers:

Texas Master  Natural ists

Adams Environmental ,  Inc.

Land Trust  Al l iance

Texas Land Trust  Counci l

Work Out Help Out

The Univers i ty  of  Texas at  San Antonio

Bexar and San Antonio Audubon

Bees in the East

Br ight  Beam Goods

Texas Chi ldren in  Nature

Texas Outdoor Women’s Network

United States Navy

Boy Scouts of  America
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City  of  San Antonio,  Parks and Recreat ion

DroneDeploy

Natural  Resources Conservat ion Service
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Herb Goerner 

Ron Tul l ius
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Never doubt that  a smal l  group of  thoughtfu l , 

committed ci t izens can change the wor ld; 

indeed,  i t ’s  the only  th ing that  ever has.

Margaret  Mead
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Board of Directors & Staff

Green Spaces Al l iance 

Mealy Blue Sage

Base of  SARA Flood Control  Dam
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Great White Egret :  South End of  PondBulverde Oaks Nature Preserve

Left :  Top to Bottom

Cenizo

Recharge Trai l

 

Wi ld Geranium

Front Entry Along the Fence      

Drummond’s Skul lcap

Dragonf ly  Tra i l

Middle:  Top to Bottom

Golden Wave Coreopsis

Pol l inator  Prair ie

Cretan Crown Vetch

Arrowhead Trai lhead

Lady Bird’s Centaury

Pol l inator  Prair ie

Right :  Top to Bottom

Scar let  Spider l ing

 Recharge Trai l

B lue-Eyed Grass

 Bat House Prair ie

Water Pr imrose

 Big Pool

210-222-8430

info@greensatx.com

Wildf lowers from the Front  Cover

Lee Marlowe


