s environmental affairs
=:  Department:
W REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA - 0001- Environment House - 473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia,r PRETORIA
Tel (+ 27 12) 399 9372

DEA Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/200
Enguiries: Mmamohale Kabasa
Telephone: (012) 399 9420 E-mail: MKabasa@environment.gov.za

Mr KM Mbanjwa

Brandvalley Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd.
125 Buitengracht Street, 5th Floor
CAPE TOWN

8001

Telephone Number;  (021) 300 0613
Email Address: methuli@g7energies.com

PER E-MAIL / MAIL
Dear Mr Mbanjwa

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998: GN R. 982/983 FOR THE 147 MW BRANDVALLEY WIND
ENERGY FACILITY NORTH OF THE TOWN OF MATJIESFONTEIN WITHIN THE KAROO HOOGLAND,
WITZENBERG AND LAINGSBURG LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES IN THE WESTERN AND NORTHERN CAPE
PROVINCE

With reference to the above application, please be advised that the Department has decided to grant
authorisation. The environmental authorisation (EA) and reasons for the decision are attached herewith.

In terms of regulation 4{2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014
{the Regulations}, you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing and within
14 (fourteen) days of the date of the EA, of the Department’s decision in respect of your application as well as
the provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the Regulations.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 2 of Government Notice No. R.993, which prescribes the appeal procedure
to be followed. An appellant must submit an appeal to the appeal administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the
applicant, any registered interested and affected party and any organ of state with interest in the matter within
20 days from the date that the notification of the decision was sent to the registered interested and affected
parties by the applicant.

By post: Private Bag X447,
Pretoria, 0001; or

By hand: Environment House
473 Steve Biko,
Arcadia,

Pretoria, 0083

If the applicant wishes to lodge an appeal, it must also serve a copy of the notice of intention to appeal on all
registered interested and affected parties as well as a notice indicating where, and for what period, the appeal
submission will be available for inspection, should you intend to submit an appeal.



Appeals must be submitted in writing to:

Mr Z Hassam, Director: Appeals and Legal Review, of this Department at the above mentioned addresses. Mr
Hassam can also be contacted at:

Tel:  (012) 399 9356
Email: Appealsdirectorate@environment.gov.za

Please note that in terms of section 43(7) of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998, an appeal
under section 43 of that Act will suspend the environmental authorisation or any provision or condition attached
thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged, you may not commence with the activity until such fime that
the appeal is finalised.

For guidance on appeals submitted to the Minister in terms of NEMA and the SEMAs, please find a copy of the
guideline on the administration of appeals on the Department’s website:
(https:/Awww.environment.gov.za/documents/forms#legal_authorisations).

Kindly include a copy of this document with the letter of nofification to interested and affected parties.

Yours faithfully

Mr Sabelo
Chief Directof: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Environmental Affairs

Date: .2.3/// o7 .

cc. | AJackson EOH Coastal & Environmental Services Email: a.jackson@cesnet.co.za
A Gabriel Western Cape DEA & DP Email: Alvan.Gabriel@westercape.gov.za
B Fisher Northern Gape DENC Email: bfisher@ncpg.gov.za
J Venter Laingsburg Local Municipality Email: jventer@lainsburgl.gov.za
G von Mollendorf | Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality Email: khm.municipaimanager@gmail.com
A Grobbelaar Witzenberg(Ceres) Local Municipality Email: anita@witzenberg.gov.za
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" environmental affairs

Department:
Environmental Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Environmental Authorisation

In terms of Regulation 25 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014

The 140 MW Brandvalley Wind Energy Facility (WEF) within the Karoo Hoogland, Witzenberg and

Laingsburg Local Municipalities in the Western and Northern Cape Province

Central Karoo, Namakwa and Cape Winelands District Municipalities

Authorisation register number:

14/12/16/3/3/2/900

Last amended:

First issue

Holder of authorisation:

Brandvalley Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd

Location of activity:

The Remainder of Farm Barendskraal 76,
Portion 1 of Farm Barendskraal 76,
Remainder of Farm Brandvalley 75,
Portion 1 of Farm Brandvalley 75,
Remainder of Farm Fortuin 74,

Portion 3 of Farm Fortuin 74,

Remainder of Farm Kabelfouw 160,
Remainder of Farm Muishond Rivier 161,
Portion 1 of Farm Muishond Rivier 161,
Portion 1 of Farm Fortuin 74 (Ou Mure),
Farm Rietfontein 197.

M



Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/900

Witzenberg, Laingsburg and Hoogland

Local Municipality.
Central Karoo, Namakwa and Cape
Winelands District Municipality.

Western and Northemn Cape Province.

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply with any other
statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity.

Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance with the
conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake the activities
specified below.

Non-compliance with a condition of this environmental authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or other
actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the EIA regulations.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of
1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 the Department hereby authorises —

BRANDVALLEY WIND FARM (PTY) LTD
(hereafter referred to as the holder of the authorisation)
with the following contact details -

Mr Khangelani Methuli Mbanjwa




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/900

Brandvalley Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd.
125 Buitengracht Streef, 5t Floor

CAPE TOWN

8001

Telephone Number.  (021) 300 0613
Fax Number: (086) 514 1735
Cell phone Number:  {083) 697 9241

Email Address: methuli@g7energies.com

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activity") indicated in Listing Notice 1, Listing

Notice 2 and Listing Notice 3 (GN R. 983, 984 and 985):

Activity number

Activity description

GN R 983 Activity 11:
“The development of facilities or infrastructure for the

transmission and distribution of efectricity-
(i) Outside urban areas or industrial complexes with a
capacity of more than 33 but less than 275 kilovolfs”

The project will entail the construction of
substations and powerline/s with a capacity of
33kV or more but less than 275kV (outside an
urban area).

GN R. 983 Activity 12:
“The development of-

(x) buildings exceeding 100 square metres in size; or

(xii) infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of
100 square mefres or more; where such development
oCCUrs-

(a) within a watercourse;

(¢) if no development setback exists, within 32 metres of a
watercourse, meastred from the edge of a watercourse”

Associated infrastructure and structures with a
physical footprint of 100 square metres or more
such as turbines, substations, access roads or
buildings and other associated infrastructure
exceeding 100 square metres will be
constructed within a watercourse or within 32

metres of a watercourse,

GN R. 983: Activity 19:
“The infilling or depositing of any material of more than 5

cubic metres into, or the dredging, excavation, removal or
moving of soil, sand, shells, shell grit, pebbles or rock of

more than 5 cubic metres from-

(i) a watercourse;”

The construction of access roads, cabling,
turbines and other associated infrastructure will
require the infilling or depositing of material of
more than 5 cubic metres into a watercourse or




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/800

the dredging, excavation or removal of more

than 5 cubic metres from a watercourse.

GN R. 983 Activity 24:
“The development of -

(ii) a road with a reserve wider than 13,5 meters, or where
no reserve exists where the road is wider than 8 metres.”

The WEF will require access roads with parts
wider than 8m in width (up to 12m in width), to
be constructed outside urban areas, with no

reserve,

GN R. 983: Activity 28:
‘Residential, mixed, refail commercial, industrial or

institutional developments where such land was used for
agricufture or afforestation on or after 01 April 1998 and
where such development:

(ii) will occur outside an urban area, where the fotal land fo

be developed is bigger than 1hectare,”

The development footprint for the WEF will
cover an area greater than 1 hectare on land

currently used for agriculture.

GN R. 984: Activity 1:
“The development of facilities or infrastructure for the

generation of electricity from a renewable resource where
the electricity output is 20 megawatts or more, excluding
where such development of facilities or infrastructure is for
photovolfaic installations and occurs within an urban area.”

The WEF will generate an electricity output of
more than 20 MW. Brandvalley will apply to have
a contracted capacity of up to 140 MW.

GN R. 984: Activity 15:
“The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or more of

indigenous vegetation.”

The development footprint for the WEF will cover
an area greater than 20 hectares.

GN R. 985: Activity 4
“The development of a road wider than 4 metres with a

reserve less than 13,5 metres.

(a) In Northern Cape Province:;

ii. outside urban areas in;

(bb) National Protected Areas Expansion Focus areas;
(cc) Sensitive areas as identified in an environmental
management framework as confemplated in chapter 5 of
the Act and as adopted by the competent authority;

(da) sites or areas identified in terms of an infemational

convention.

The access roads proposed within the Northern
Cape will be wider than 4 meters with a reserve
less than 13.5 metres, outside of urban areas
within areas earmarked for expansion of
protected areas, sensitive areas in terms of the
National Wetlands Inventory and the National
Freshwater Ecosystem Priority Areas (NFEPA)
(as there are important wetlands and wetlands
and rivers of NFEPA status) and within areas

NS











































































