@ Along Bridewell Lane is the oldest building in the village, a 15th Century cottage that
has had only a few alterations to its structure.

Avalon Marshes Heritage Walks:

Rhynes & Rare Breeds
Shapwick to Catcott

Shapwick School was originally known as Shapwick Manor and later Down House; it
was built around 1540 and was the second manor house built in the village.

There are 2 listed Dovecotes in Shapwick, one in the grounds of Shapwick Manor and
another at Shapwick House.

@© Shapwick House was the original manor house at Shapwick; built around 1490, it
belonged to Glastonbury Abbey but was heavily remodelled in the 17th century.

@® Nidons Iron Age Trackway was first excavated on Nidons Ridge in 1953, it is thought to
have been used as a bridge between the Polden Hills and Meare Island.

Icehouse Copse probably gets its name from the 18th century icehouse located there.
The icehouse was for Shapwick House illustrating the wealth of the owner George
Templer.

@ Royal ascent was given to the inclosure of Shapwick Turf Moor on the 6th June 1777.
It was acquired as a nature reserve by The Hawk and Owl Trust in 2007, and is being
restored to permanent semi-natural grassland. The rhynes provide an important water
control measure, while the grazing by traditional rare breeds such as Red Devon cattle
are instrumental to the conservation management of the site.

@ Catcott has revealed evidence of occupation since pre-history, it has held turbaries and
mills and even a disused Friends burial site above Lippetts Way.

@ Manor Farm was built by George Warry in 1849; it is constructed of coursed lias which
was probably from a local quarry.

@ st Mary's Church was originally dedicated to St Edith but was renamed after the
Blessed Virgin Mary by 1541 due to the feast day clashing with farm work.

More information about this walk and others can be found at One of a series of circular heritage walking routes in the

www.avalonmarshes.org Avalon Marshes of Somerset

Acknowledgements:

Special thanks to the many local volunteers who have been involved in the surveying of
walking routes across the Avalon Marshes. Walk based on a route by Ken and Helen Wade;
more can be found on the Shapwick Village website.

This moderate 6 mile (9.5km) walk takes in the historic villages
of Shapwick and Catcott along the Polden Ridge, and includes
an interesting detour down onto Shapwick Moor, a wetland nature

Feedback: reserve managed by the Hawk and Owl Trust.

If you would like to comment on this walk route, please contact us at:
: \ _ ‘ M %¢ Supported by
RSHES ‘6‘5 The National Lottery® ‘ r@

Avalon Marshes Centre, Shapwick Road, Westhay, Somerset, BA6 9TT
through the Heritage Lottery Fund lottery fund

T: 01458 860556 E: info@avalonmarshes.org

B MA

Specific footpath faults should be reported to Somerset County Council. SOMERSET
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