Wha'l' is STEM c‘md whcrf should it look like in 1'he. classramm7 |
o STEM is the idea that Science. Technufagy Engmeermg Gﬂd Mﬂ'l'h can be
| mferwnven cmd 'l'crugh'l' srmul'l'anec:usly | | | .
|1‘ 'l'cmgh'r correctly, these d:fferenf arecrs of msfrucﬂnn suppor"l' one ﬂnoi‘her and
it together like puzzle Pteces | - | | |
Dcm'!' be fooled by an old science kit with a “STEM 5+|cker' sfuck on 'I'c:-p
STEM is not a plas*hc model or building blocks with a pre*defermmed ou+c0me
= I+ can include one of those 'l'hmgs but STEM is more fhdﬂ Jusf a new name
for sctenca ' | | " .
0 STEM is not abauf following sfap‘by‘sfep msfrucﬂuns (alfhﬂugh snme msfr"ucfmns
may be necessary') |
1t is about the process of dtscuvery
ik is about h:ikmg risks, recording results, makmg changes, and frymg again.
= It is ﬂbnm bratns+ﬂrm1ng predtchng damgnmg collabﬂrahng ew:iluahng

and ﬁharmg

We wan+ 'i'c:- enr.:aurage chlldren to +ake risks wd'h 'I'he:r learnmg cmd ncﬂ‘ b;,:;. afraid of

: mﬂkmg m:s+akes

A perfecf way 1'0 Wrrc:duce this way of iec:r*nmg is by usmg a STEM S'tarfers Kit.

er‘h a STEM Starters kit yau are given some essential (or spacmhzed) preces and
o 'I'ask to be cample’red (eg build a vehicle pawered by a balloon, build a hydraulic-

pﬁwered dewce) the rest of the demgnmg and engmeermg is hmrl'ed an[y by a child's
imagmahon cmd creaﬁwi'y

o The purpose of these Kits is in the name; Hﬂey are 'I‘{J help chrldran ge.'f' started
with « STEM ar:'l*rvrl'y The first step of many! | |
Wr#'h these kits, ch:ldren are not following step-by-step ms*l'r'uchﬂns

° There. is no “wrong or r;gh'l' way to build their creahans buf fhey will discover
that certain des:gns are more effective than others.
ln arder to build a successful device, add:hanal materials w:ll need to be made.
avmlable
o This is where various “everyday items can be mfraduced as pc}fenhal solutions
 and tested for effectiveness.
o Pape:r is too thin? Try cardboard. Too heavy? Maybe try ‘F{Jldmg 'H"ne Paper
instead. Will that work?
Devices will need to be rebuilt and modified multiple times. cmd 'l'here: wn“ always be
the pafen'l‘lﬂl to make something better. |
o Don t be afraid to take a step back and allow Chlldt"&ﬂ to shara w#h one another
what wnrks whc:f doesn't work, and what needs to be lﬂ"iPl"‘DVEd |

As a teacher or a Parenf be available to answer ques’rmns and Prawde feedback. but

_le'l' +he chlfdren drlve the activity.




