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Edgar Paul Guitrau and Catherine Brown Guitrau

EDGAR PAUL GUITRAU was born June 13, 1895 in French Settlerment, Louisiana, and died April 05, 1982

in Denham Springs, Louisiana. He married MARIE CATHERINE BROWN March 19, 1919, daughter of
FREDERICK BROWN and THERESA VICKNAIR.

CATHERINE BROWN was born May 26, 1898 in Head of 6{ @
Island, Louisiana and died July 17, 1993 in Denham Springs, 4 < ;
Louisiana. Both Edgar and Catherine Guitrau are buried in
Denham Springs, Louisiana.

Children of EDGAR GUITRAU and CATHERINE BROWN are:

i. GENEVIEVE DORA GUITRAU, b. January 01, 1920, French Settlerment, Louisiana.

i. EDGAR PAUL GUITRAU, JR., b. August 12, 1921, Springville, Louisiana; d. Decermber 02, 1982,
Denham Springs, Louisiana.

iii. KATHERINE RITA G_UFTRAU, b. July 28, 1924, Centerville, Louisiana.

iv. OLA MAE GUITRAU, b. March 27, 1926, Centerville, Louisiana.

v. ALFRED SMITH GUITRAU, b. October 10, 1928, Centerville, Louisiana.

vi. SHIRLEY ANN GUITRAU, b. Novernber 15, 1930, Centerville, Louisiana.

vii. THERESA CATHERINE GUITRAU, b. April 08, 1936, Centerville, Louisiana.
viiil. SYLMA JOYCE GUITRAU, b. Novermber O1, 1932, Centerville, Louisiana.

ix. CAROL ANN GUITRAU, b. March 09, 1939, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

Please see the following for detail on the families of the nine Guitrau children.
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: To any JUDGE, JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, OR MINISTER OF THE (GOSPEL:

MARRIAGE LICENSE

State of Louisiana, Parish of Livingston
 Twenty-fifth Judicial District Court

You are hereby empowered to solemnize the Rites of Matrimony between

< EDGAR ?_’i_-_;&vmhﬁaﬁ?é-f s e 5 NISS. CATSERIFE BROVH,:

both of the Parish of Livingston; at such time and place as may be designated,l and make a

return of vour proceedings to my office as soon as practicable,

e - Given under my hand and official seal, at the town of Springville, Parish of

Livingston, this . 3zd __‘__.,day of _March, 1913,

/ / /.._._, _EW \ﬁ&?ﬂb_ m_ Louisiana, I the undersigned ] z
‘nave umted in Bonds of Matnmony, Mr., jﬁ?ﬂ/‘( ﬁ M‘p—\_ — .and

¢ i

RRIAGE CERTIFICATE

State of L0u151ana Parlsh of Livingston

THIS 1S TO CERTIFY, That on the. _ 47 ey of Prasiil A D,

authonty. by v1rtue of a L1cense 1ssued out of the Dlstnct Court of said Parish: of L“qn"ston. - 1 Sea

M M._MM:A, }fm e in the presence of the undersigned witnesscs,




EDGAR P. GUITRAU
BECOMES CANDIDATE
FOR PARISH ASSESSOR

-; SANE omﬁgewsa b

(By John Danie] Brown)

Politics are beginning to come
to the fore now. Most peopl, are
sitting still, watching and waiting.
Something is going tp happen,
ang scon, Aspirants will soon be-
gin crownig out loud. The thinking
man who ean present some good
sound ideas and policies to the
waiting public will go somewhere
in this election, People are think.
ing now. Tell us something, Aspir-
ants.

- - L]

Much canning has been done
this year. People have just begun
to understang the science of pre-
serving food for the bleak days.
The seasons have been excellent,
and if something has not been
preserve] and ai) away for the
rainy day, we should suffer. The
ants,, the bees nnd the squireells |,
lay away food for the winter; but
man is slow in graspinz this bit
of useful knowledze. How long
ere we wake up!

- ..

Say what you want to, but Lou-
isiana is on thy map, Travel thin
any other state-in the nation and
see if an automobile tag from
this state will not attract people
wherever you stop, Enter into a
conversation and see the interest.
Lonisisna iz very much alive here,

(Continued on last page)

I THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 26, 1935

> Candldate Has Been Con-

nected with Every Office
at Courthouse

To the people of thg Parish of
Livingston:

After seriously considering the
solicitation of my friends, I have
decided to becom, a candiate for
the n i ion B3 A for
the Parish of Livingston,

I am 40 years of age, a World
War veteran, and have. a wife and
seven children dependent upon
me.

I have been connected with
every office in_the Courthuuse,
haveing been Deputy Assessor,
Deputy Clerk “of Court, Deputy
Tex Collector; Secretary of the
Police Jury and & member of the
Parish Democratic Executive com-
mittee, I know ninety per cent
of you personally, having been to
every taxpayer's home in the par-
isk, T know where yon live, what
property you own, ‘what school
and roag district your property
is in; and I feel that ¥ culd render
you the service that you should
be rendered, With my past exper-
ience and my knowledge of land
and taxes | am satisfied that T
coulg fulfill th, duties as your
Assessor,

tion, I earnestly solicit your vate

ang influence. I am,
Respaetiully,

{adv) Edgar P, Guitraun.

0000000390000 00000)

I have no political axe to grind.
I want everybody’s vote, and T ex- |
Pect to sce many of you per-|
sonmlly befory the dote of elec-|
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When Daddy was working for the state highway department, they sent him around Lafayette to purchase
some right-of-way. When he carme home Mama asked him how it went. He told Mama *They don't speak
much French over there and they don't speak English either” (The French dialect of the Acadians is from Nova
Scotia which is different than that of the French descendants who came through New Orleans which is more
like the French spoken in Paris.) (Al)

There was always a "big" room. This was a large bedroom with two double beds that slept four girls. (Shirley)

When Daddy would way-lay the corn, | had to follow behind him dropping a hand full of fertiizer by each corn
plant. When he deeded extra weight on the borrow, | had to sit on it. (Sylvia)

Growing up, Christmas was special with my litle sisters. Sewing, cooking, and cleaning the house for

Christmas was such an experience. Every year, Daddy bought the wine for the church in Springfield. (St
Thomas Catholic Church), (Cla Mag)

The oldest child living at home always got to driver the car to church on Sunday. (Theresa)
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When living in Springville (Centerville) Carol was not much more than a toddler. One day, she became miss-
ing. What a search. The CCC camp was alerted, Tickfaw River, court house, neighbors all searched....then
Daddy called. | think from Livingston. She was in the back of the car, on the floor, had fallen asleep. She
wanted to go with her Daddy. What a relief. (Shirley)

Saturday afternoon, after all the work was done, all the girls bathed and washed their hair. Then we had to
slt on the floor on the side porch around a round floor fan and shelled bushels of butter beans and field peas.
My thumb felt numb and my back was breaking. (Sylvia)

If you got a spanking frorm Daddy, it was with a belt or the razor strap. With Mama, it was with a switch. Not
just any switch, but one four or five feet long. If that broke during your spanking, you had to go get another
one. Man, did that switch sting! (Al)

“Thinning” the corn, shelling butter beans and field peas. Daddy always did the gathering of the vegetables
from the field, Mama did the preparation for canning or freezing. (Theresa)

Making our Easter nests out of clover and decorating with the flowers of spring. We never had an Easter
basket, but there was a lot of competition to try to have the prettiest nest  The nests were built on the floor of
the side porch. We really did outdo ourselves every year. (Theresa)

My most lonely times was when Theresa, the sister right before me, went to board at Southeastern in 1954.
For the first time in my life | was an only child. | didn't like it very much at all. Guess | didn't have anyone to
pick on! | was allowed to visit Shirley or Sylvia or Aunt Ena. During those high school years, Shirley, Sylvia, and
Aunt Ena taught me how to dress, wear makeup and some manners. (Some | retained.) After high school
(1957). Bunny (Ola Mae) got me in Shreveport and taught me to drink seotch and to use my rmMmanners. (Carol)




When living in Centerville, | was into playing ball. If you look at old pictures of the courthouse in Centerville,
you will see that the balcony had these posts between the railings. When one came loose, we pulled it out and
used them as baseball bats. (Al)

Sometimes on a Saturday, I'd go with mama to visit Grandma Brown in the nursing home. Mama would
brush Grandma's long yellow-white hair and talk to her in French. | couldn’t understand. Then she would sin-
gle plat her hair and put it on her chest. | don't kmow if Grandrma undressed or not. (Sylvia)

Every fall we had “la boucherie! Everyone had a job. | remember holding the casing while Mama fed the
meat into the grinder while making sausage and andouille. Daddy prepared the fire for the smokehouse and
the sausages hung in rows from hangers that were fashioned from broom handles. (Theresa)

One night a buddy of mine, Sissy and Ola Mae went to a movie in Ponchatoula. On the way home we
stopped by the Blue Room and ended up dancing and carrying on. Daddy slept on the side porch when it

was hot. When we got home, we tried to sneak in. Daddy says * That sure was a long movie” Ola Mae said
" It was a double feature” (Al)

| can remember Sylvia and | helping Daddy in the field - thinning corn, dropping fertilizer, etc. We always had

on long sleeves and large straw hats. Marma was before her time..we had to protect our skin from the sun.
(Shirley)

Picking strawberries - It was always so hot! You couldn't see the end of the row it was so long. Sometimes
we'd put a little green grass snake in the bottom of the pint, then top with berries.... then we'd listen for mama
to scream when she turned the pint of berries over to pack. We'd all fall out laughing. (Sylvia)

Being the youngest of nine children, there wasn't much work left over for me to do. so | don't remember
doing anything except playing. There were chores like picking up your clothes, washing or drying the dishes,
picking up sticks in the yard, gathering eggs, feeding the cow and horse, and dusting the furniture because
Mama really didn't like dust or to dust herself The worst maybe was when Jimmie (Genevieve) carme home

from military duty on leave. We cleaned and scrubbed before she ever got there, but when Jimmie arrived,
she made us do it over again! (Carol)
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. Mass on Sundays. (Sylvia)

| was only two years old when the family moved from
Centerville to Springfield, so really don't remmember “moving”.
There are many thing | remmermber, but sorme may be “stories”
| heard so many times. (Carol)

In Springfield, | slept up in the apartent above the garage. Man, that was either the hottest or coldest place
on earth. In the winter time, | would stuff newspaper between the rafters and the walls. In the summer, | had
to sleep with a portable fan to keep the mosauitoes from eating me alive. (Al)

For entertainment, we'd sit on the swing under the pecan tree in the front yard and wait for the boys to pass
in their cars and either blow the horn or stop. If they stopped, Daddy would holler from the front porch “Put
your shorts (cuffs) down” We rolled them as high as they would go. (Sylvia)

Washing clothes next to the house behind the *big room” in Springfield in a #2 wash tub with a wash board.
Hunt the clothes on a line to dry. When we did sheets we boiled them in a black iron pot. (Shirley)

My chores before | went to school in the morning was to feed my pig, take care of my chickens and my
heifer (my 4-H project). Ironing was on Saturday morning. Al had six khaki pants and shirts and Daddy had
six white dress shirts to be starched along with the pillow cases. (Sylvia)

Picking strawberries in Springfield. The rows seemed never ending. We always felt we would never get to the
end of the row because they were so long. Mama sat on the back
porch a did all the packing into crates. (Theresa)

We had no air conditioner or central heat. It was very hot in the
summer and cold in the winter. Our source of heat was a large
heater that was fed wood. In the winter, we had to bring our
clothes by the heater o get dressed in the morning. We had
shoes, but we didn't wear them in the surmmmer except to go to

As mischievous as | was, none of my siblings were ever allowed
to discipline me. Of course, they “told” on me and mama would
take care of the rest. Daddy never spanked me. (Carol)

In the summer, Mama and Daddy would sometimes make
homemade ice cream. Daddy would chip the ice and Mama
would make a cooked custard. The youngest (Carol) would have
to sit on the ice cream maker and we’'d have to take turns crank-
ing until the ice cream was hard. There was sometimes argu-
ments to see who would lick the paddle. (Sylvia)

Growing up in Springfield was happy and fun. |left in 1958 after
one year at Southeastern. There were no jobs in Springfield, no
car to work anywhere else. | moved to Shreveport, worked, and
married in 1960. (Carol)

| remmember in the surmmer | would go out to the field and get a
drink of water. The water was much colder from the well. We were
not allowed to use Ice for our drinks..sometimes on Sundays
when we had iced tea. (Sylvia)




There were celebrations for Mama's and Daddy's birthdays with family get togethers. On Thanksgiving,
Daddy always fried to kill a wild turkey and | can remember him coming home with the turkey hanging on his

back. Most of the time at Christmas, our family stayed at home so Santa Claus could bring gifts to the boys.
(Cla Mae "Bunny")

| can remember Mama saying the following: “Don't sit on the bed!”; *Don’t say hate..you don't hate anyone’;
“If you can't say something good about someone, don't say anything at all’; “You can always find something
good in anyone you meet” (Theresa)

Daddy, Shirley and | were working in the garden. | was doing the fertilizer ahead of Shirley who was dropping
the peas. | got pretty far ahead of her and Shirley just quit. | got into a squabble with her and ended up push-
ing her down. Daddy ended up tearing my butt up. First for making him stop his work and second for hitting
my sister. This was the last spanking | can remember from Daddy. | was about 14 years old. (Al

| can remember Daddy saying the following: “You can be a lady no matter where you go’; * Do your work
first, then you can play’ (Theresa)

My childhoed was very happy. Having an older brother and a younger brother sure was a good “place” in
this family of nine. Little sisters were such a joy.sometimes playing *Mama® for the new born girls - Shirley,
Sylvia, Theresa and Carol. (Ola Mae )

| can remember one time when Jimmie (Genevieve) had corme home for a visit. Daddy came in late. We

were in bed. He apparently had too much to drink taking off his pants he knocked over the bird cage. Say,
what a commotion! (Shirley)
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From 1st to 7th grade, | rode the school bus from
Springville (Centerville) to Springfield. The trip was nine
miles. | brought lunch in a bag. Many times just a bis-
cuit and baked sweet potato. Sometimes | had
enough money to buy what we caled a “stage
plank”. two large ginger like cakes. We would divide
among each other. (Shirley)

Marma rmade all my clothes until | was 13 or 14 and then | made them myself. My first store bought clothes
was when | went to live with Bunny (Ola Mae) in New Orleans to get a job and go to business school. | rermern-
ber what | bought - it was a brown tweed suit. (Sylvia)

Most holidays were large family gatherings that always included Daddy's sisters - Aunt Dina and Aunt Ena,
and whomever Aunt Ena's boyfriend was at the time. Christrnas eve was our big night. Our jobs were to set
the table, clean the kitchen, and entertain. | think that's where all the “singing” began! (Theresa)

Songs sung and listened to in the Guitrau household growing up: Old Mill Strearm, Deep Purple, By the Light
of the Silvery Moon, For Me and My Gal, Dark Town, Strutter Ball, Alexander's Ragtime Band, and at Maw Maw's
birthday all the sisters would sing Let Me Call You Sweetheart. (Shirley)

“They" say | ran away from home a lot. Most, stories I'm sure are true. | remmermber my ankle being tied to
the kitchen table while Marma sewed; or the iron stove while Mama cooked or canned. One time, when | was
five, | went across the street to the first grade class of Mrs. Doris Coats (there was not kindergarten), of course,
Mama found me and | got a spanking (called *whipping" then). (Carol)




The fondest and most frequent memories are the weekends when married sisters and brothers and their
spouses and children would visit. Of course, all | did was play with my nephews and nieces. Daddy's sisters
from New Orleans would overnight also. The food and dancing and good times were frequent. The adults
would get the beds in the “Big Room™ and we'd get a chance to sleep on the floor in the dining room. Mama
never, in my memory, ever complained about the extra work and never gossiped about any of the “outlaws™
I never heard any fusses or disagreements. (Carol)

Daddy always told me "Life is what you make of it". | make mine happy. (Ola Mae)

My main chores were In the morning before school were milking the cow, feeding the chickens. After school,
every chance | got, | tried to play ball. (Al)
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Brother (Edgar, Jr.) was dressed in uniforrm. Mama had given me a large cake mix bowl to lick. | was under
the table licking the bowl and Brother picked me up, throwing me in the air, tickling, laughing, and kissing me
goodbye. He was leaving for military service for World War Il. (Carol)

The holidays were always at home with good food. Mama was such a good cook and taught us girls many
household experiences that stayed with us during our lives. (Ola Mae)

In Centerville, when Daddy and Mama were out, a buddy of mine and | started wrestling with Sissy and Ola
Mae. We were trying to roll them into the chicken poop out by the barn. After my buddy left, Sissy and Ola
Mae got a hold of me. With Sissy holding me down, Ola Mae started slapping me. | just laid there and told
them they would eventually get tired. After they let me up, | pushed Ola Mae about 12 to 14 feet. Sissy jurmped
on me again, and | ended up pushing her down. She hit her head on the side of the stove and started bleed-
ing. As soon as Daddy and Mama got home, the little girls couldn't wait to tell on me. After dinner, Daddy
asked me to bring a chair over to him. When | did, he asked that | bend down and hold both chair legs with
my hands.. He told Sissy and Ola Mae to go get the razor strap. Instead of Daddy spanking me, he let Sissy
and Ola Mae have the pleasure. (Al)

A special freat would be when someone would
give Daddy a soft shell turle. He would hang it
on a nail on the oak tree in back to clean. What
a mess, but it sure was good eating. (Ola Mae)

| never remember my Daddy spanking me.
But | sure did get his "knuckle knocks” on top of my head. This was his punishment. (Shirley)

| iked high school, mostly because | played basketkall (I was an All-State player). Playing kashkotlall was the
only tme | got o go anywhere. | was not allowed to date until | was a senior in high school and then only if |
doubled dated with Al or Shirley. (Sylvia)
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The following is the prayer recited by the Priest honoring the 60th wedding anniversary of Edgar and
Catherine Guitrau on March 19, 1979.

In the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

On the day of your Wedding, you stood before the altar
of God and solemnly vowed your love for each other.
Today, you stand before your family and friends in striking
testimony of what God's grace conferred in Matrimony can
accomplish when a husband and wife carefully guard and
use the Divine treasure that is in them. The world today
has great need of the living sermon which you're example
of fidelity and love shows forth..  You have been dauntless
in the face of problems and difficulties known only to
yourselves and hidden from others that could have made
your marriage something entirely other that it has actually
been. We have every reason to believe that you married life
as closely resembles Chrrist love for his flock that drives the
Church. That as Christ is the savior of the Church so you
have been a savior to each other helping each other grow
in holiness and patience, but above all true love of God and = :
Neighbor. And so you have found in you life together true peace, dignity, happiness and security. The way it
has been always has not always been easy. You have had to endure sufferings together. It is because you
have been faithful to God that he has been faithful to you, blessed you abundantly and with his help you have
been able to accomplish what you yourselves without divine aid could never have accomplished. You were
married in Christ and Christ has continued these many years to be your portion in happiness and your
chalice in sorrow. We beg him to guide you and watch over you helping you to perserveare in fidelity and love
for the years ahead, which we pray they will be many and blessed.

Edgar, if you will repeat after me.

1919 1979 |, Edgar, reaffirrm my marriage vows and rededicate myself in the same spirit
& that | pronounced when | took you Catherine for better, for worse, for richer, for

e fonour of £he poorer, in sickness and in health, and until death.

Sixtieth q'!’e..fafq’rx_.; ;‘?nm‘w_-muy uf . . . . % i

- |, Catherine, reaffirm my marriage vows and rededicate myself in the same spir-
‘it that | pronounced when | took you Edgar for better, for worse, for richer, for
theix sons and daughtens “poorer, in sickness and in health, and until death.

sequesf the anulnz o{ yous company

M. and <1xs. &'Jysu Paul Cuitrau, St

Let us pray.
-.\'uluufm;. the sevenbeenth u! eureh .
T } Lord, reach out your hand to your faithful servants so that they may seek you
e & -whole heatedly and receive from you all the good things they deserve. Almighty
thee until five o Lock & God, look with blessing on this couple who have just renewed their marriage vows
hontic Gills Seafod and Stealfiowe @107 the B0th tme. They have come before your altar with happy hearts to offer

their thanks to you. Grant that they may continue to live in genuine Christian love
=and atftain with their family and friends the joy of many, many more years togeth-
o gifts please Eeer. Armen.

172 at Dyenfium :’:pxiugl Enit

You may kiss the bride
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GUITRAU Emm "
Died Monday 5,1982,at 6:15am. \i

“at Dixon Merm%l'ﬂospital Denham \;{’
Springs. He was 88, a native of French ;™
Settlement and 2 resident of Denham
Springs. He was a retired Louisiana 17

< Department @f Transportation and "

Zg‘nevelopmen& ‘employee and an Army .
“ivateran of World War L Visiting at Seale

}Funeral Home, Desham Springs, from 6o
%,10 p.m. Monday and after 8 a.m. Tuesday. ”
Rosar) at?: aaﬁm ?donday at the funeral

;+home. Religlous sgrvices at the funeral
hame at 3 p.m. Tussday, conducted by the
Rev. Ronald Walker, O.M.1., and Brnther« 23

[ John Keplinger. Iaterment in Denham 3 N
Springs Memorial Cemetery. Survived by -
his wife, Catberine Brown Guitrau, /
Denham Springs; seven daughters, Mrs ™~

¢Clay {(Jimmie} Harrold, Reno, Nev., Mrs.

-, Katherine Allen, Denham Springs, Mrs. _
Witliam (Ola Mae) Williams, Shreveport,
Mrs. Parker {Shirley} Gabriel, Amite, Mrs. .
Rafae; {Sylvia} Sanchez, Lexington, Ky., &

g Mrs Clarence {(Theresa) Paimer, Humble, -

\Texas, and Mrs. Robert (Carol):' &
Whittington, Stone Mountain, Ga.; two
sons, E.P. Guitrau Jr. and Al Guitrau, both

of Benham Springs: three sisters, Mrs. |

v John Riley, Jacksonville, Fia., Mrs. Anita

<= Brignac, French Settlement, and Mrs, -

~ Hilda Sullivan, Denham Springs; 33~
grandchildren and 23 great-grandchildren. . -

"~ Pziibearers will be grandsons, Paui’- 7

E Guitrau, Charles Gabriel, Stephen Palmer, &
¢ Jim Allen, Robert Gillespie and Edgar P.
Gultrau 1II. He was a member of ‘;-.

"‘” immaculate Conception Catholic Church,’

“.. Denham Springs, and the American.
Legion. He was a Livingston Parish _:f
Courthouse employee with 32 years of |

7 service, and a former secretary-treasurer .
of Livingston Parish Police Jury. In lieu of /;;}

\ flowers, contributions may be made to the 7

\\ American Cancer Society or Immacaiate ™

#" Conception Catholic Church. %

ml&

“\"\

In Memory

GUITRAU, CATHERINE BROWN

Died 5:30 p.m. Saturday, July 17,
1993, at her residence in Denham |
Springs. She was 95, a native of |
Head of Island. Visiting at Seale Fu- |
neral Home, Denham Springs,5to 9
p.m. Monday, with recitation of ro- |

sary at 7 p.m. Monday, and 9 to 9:4

a.m. Tuesday. Mass of Christian Bur- |
ial at Immaculate Conception |
Catholic Church, Denham Springs, |

at 10 am. 'I‘uesday, conducted by
Father Robert G. Marcell. Burial in
Denham Springs Memorial Ceme
tery. Survived by seven daughters
Mrs. Clay Harrold (Jimmie), Reno
Nev.,, Mrs. Jack (Katherine) Allen
Denham Springs, Mrs. C.W. (Ol
Mae) Williams, Shreveport, Mrs

Parker (Shirley) Gabriel, Amite, |
Mrs. Ralph (Sylvia) Sanchez, Green- |

ville, N.C, Mrs. Clarence (Teresa

Palmer, Houston, Texas, and Mrs. |
Robert (Carol) Whittington, Destin

Fla.; a son, Alfred S. Guitrau

Denham Springs; 33 grandchildren; |
42 great-grandchildren; and seven !

great-great-grandchildren.
Preceded in death by husband
Edgar P. Guitrau Sr.; a son, Edgar P.

Guitrau Jr. Pallbearers will be !

grandsons. In lieu of flowers, family

requests donations be made to '
Immaculate Conception Catholic |
Church, 865 Hatchell Lane, Denham

Springs, 70727-1609 or to a favorite
charity.
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