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FIVE FATAL DESIGNS  
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MANAGING ENGINEERING DESIGN 
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Poor design concept: 
 

later model had bolted connection 
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Deficient embodiment design: 
 

fatal change in load path as the 

parts wear during use 
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Deficient detail design: 
 

inappropriate part orientation, 

thread profile and locking 
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Tri-Axis Transfer Press 1990 
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Failure primarily due to lack of 

communication: 
 

- specifications + expectations  

- culture + language 

- imperial vs. metric 

- whoosh, whoosh vs. bonk, bonk  
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MANAGING ENGINEERING DESIGN   

SOME GUIDELINES 
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