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Musical guests at pre-show
and intermission

Fri. /Sat. June 1, 2 & 9 - 5:30 PM
Fri. June 8 –9:30 AM
Sun., June 3 &10 –2:00 PM
For more info: 315-476-1835/ssitp.org
Thornden Park Amphitheatre
Syracuse, NY

• FREE Admission and

Parking
• Food for sale at the
Thornden Park Bulldogs’
This project is
Concession Stand
made possible, in
• Ice Cream for sale from
part, by a
Community Arts
Gannon’s Isle
Grant through
Pay-What-You-Can OR
NYSCA and
administered by
Premium Seats- $20
CNY Arts
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Michael King
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Christa Wirth
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appreciate the financial support of our corporate
and foundation sponsors, our government
contributors, individual donors, Syracuse
University, Syracuse Parks Department and all
who have become Friends of SSITP
since April 2011.

Board Emeritus
Sarah Bradstreet
Jamie Bruno
Nancy Chapellier
Kathy Fanella
Rand Hurrle
Lorraine Morganti
Deb Pearson

Audience view from house of
SSITP's 2007 production of
The Merry Wives of Windsor,
reprising August 3-12, 2018.
© 2018 Francois James
Kassandra
MelendezRamirez,
pictured as
Decius Brutus in
JC, is directing
MWW in
August, her
SSITP directorial
debut.

PRODUCTION TEAM
Tech Director/Sound Technician ............................................................................................. Caitlin Friedberg
Costume Designers ......................................................................................... Barbara Toman & Simon Moody
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Cover Design ...................................................................................................... OCC Art Student Sabrina Biggs
Teacher, Bruce Osborne
Costume Intern ................................................................................................................................ Liz Freeman
Procurer of the Swords .............................................................................................................. David Kingsbury
Publicity Photography ................................................................................................................ Francois James
Sound Technician ........................................................................................................................................ Dusten Blake
Stage Manager ........................................................................................................................... Anne Childress
Assistant Director ............................................................................................. Bella Calabria
Producer & Director ..................................................................................................

Ronnie Bell

Calpurnia (Anne Childress), Brutus (Jack Sherman) and Portia
(Rebekah Tadros) are eager to tell you their story...
Brutus and Portia confront each
other in a Roman face-off...

all pictures in the JC playbill are copyright 2018, Francois James

3

DIRECTOR'S VISION
SSITP’s Shakespeare-In-The-Park series stretches all the way back to 2003 when we
debuted with A Midsummer Night's Dream. Julius Caesar continues this tradition as
we begin our 16th season. We tackle the tragedies, histories and "problem" comedies
in June and the family-oriented comedies in August featuring our unique Kids Area for
those 10 and under as well as a very fun, family and community atmosphere as we
present Shakespeare the way the Bard would have done it; outdoors and in period
costumes.
After careful consideration of possible themes and points of view I decided to see the story through the
lens of Brutus' tale of indecision/decision as he considers joining the conspirators and ultimately carrying
out the heinous assassination of someone he loved and admired... Julius Caesar. He claims he did it
because, "Not that I loved Caesar less but that I loved Rome more."
He is manipulated by Cassius through the use of "fake news" letters and contrivances to believe that
Caesar must go because he will ruin Rome. Although Brutus is revered for his kindness and gentleness we
get to see the least of his qualities as well as the best. By the end of the play we sympathize with his
demise despite the violence of his actions, his poor judgment of character in Cassius and Mark Antony
and his flawed decisions as a commander on the field of battle. Antony's final words end our version of
the play...
"This was the noblest Roman of them all: All the conspirators save only he Did that they did in envy of
great Caesar; He only, in a general honest thought And common good to all, made one of them. His life
was gentle, and the elements So mix'd in him that Nature might stand up And say to all the world 'This
was a man!'"

Special Thanks To:
Mayor Ben Walsh, Thornden Park Association, University United Mthodist
Church, Jyvonna Chambers, Rhonda Zajac & Thornden Park Bulldogs

Basil Allen as Cassius has a, "lean and
hungry look..." that is dangerous...

Tony Brown is a co-conspirator in the
assassination plot as Cinna...

The Producer, Director, and Boards of the Syracuse Shakespeare-In-The-Park
regret any errors or omissions in this program.
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CAST BIOS

Aaron Alexander (Mark Antony) is a rising junior @ University of Buffalo (SUNY). His last role
was Orlando in SSITP's August 2017 show, As You Like It, right here in Thornden Park's
Amphitheatre.
Basil Allen (Cassius)is a long-time performer for Syracuse Shakespeare-In-The-Park. He has
also been seen with Syracuse Opera and CNYP. Last summer, Basil made his directorial debut
with SSITP's As You Like It. Perhaps, one day, he may fulfill his dream of becoming a
professional understudy.
Tony Bersani (Cicero, Artemidorus, First Citizen) just finished his second season as Friar
Laurence with SSITP's SCSD High School Tour of Abridged Romeo and Juliet. He will be seen
next as one of the beleaguered husbands in Merry Wives of Windsor in SSITP's August show.
Tony Brown (Flavius, Cinna, Titinius) is a multi-talented, veteran member of SSITP's
Production Board & an actor, director, dancer, teacher, choreographer and drummer/
percussionist. He last appeared in SSITP's August: Osage County (Bill) at the Empire Theatre.
Anne Childress (Calpurnia,Citizen, Soldier/Stage Manager) was the Narrator in SSITP's Scrooge
Meets Shakespeare's Ghosts last December and was Audrey in SSITP's As You Like It last
August. Anne is a member of our Production Board and was the Narrator in the 2017 and
2018 SSF-SCSD high school tour of Abridged Romeo and Juliet.
Jennifer Cutter (Metellus Cimber, Volumnius) has enjoyed acting in Macbeth, Twelfth Night
and Measure for Measure. Presently, she is exploring the world of improvisation with the
Syracuse Improv Collective.
Anastasia Friar (Lucius, Soldier) has played a Cratchit Child in SSITP's Scrooge Meets
Shakespeare's Ghostsin Dec. 2017. She was a Jack-in-the-Box in A Christmas Carol with New
Life Fine Arts located in Concord, MA.
Tatiana Friar (Caesar's Servant, Antony's Servant, Octavius' Servant, Soldier) played Tiny Tim
in SSITP's Scrooge Meets Shakespeare's Ghosts. She has played many roles in other plays
such as A Christmas Carol with New Life Fine Arts.
Miquon Jackson (Casca/Octavius) is a student at Syracuse University (B.A., Philosophy) and
thrilled to be returning to ancient Rome with you today. He was last seen for SSITP in the title
role of Coriolanus and as Lavatch the Clown in All's Well That Ends Well. Miquon was jsut
appointed assistant producing artistic director for SSITP.
Rahshon Glover (Messala, Citizen) is one of two actors in the cast who were former students
of the director. He has appeared in many SSITP shows since then and has been in several
films in CNY including the currently shooting The Missing (Stefan Gibson) by Brian Hewitt.
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CAST BIOS
David Kingsbury (Citizen, Pindarus) is making his debut with SSITP. He has been involved in past
productions with Salt City, (Jesus Christ Superstar, Fiddler On The Roof and Evita). David works
as a support service worker for Loretto (an SSITP sponsor) and is an experienced martial artist
and fencer.
Kassandra Melendez-Ramirez (Decius Brutus, Gaius Lucilius, Marullus)is an actress, director and a
teaching fellow for RedHouse. She has a B.A.,Theatre, (Manhattanville College) and is in
hersecond year with SSITP. Kassy is directing Merry Wives of Windsor this coming August.
Herbert "Tone" Merrick (Second Citizen, Soldier) has appeared in several shows at SSITP
including Scrooge Meets Shakespeare's Ghosts, Romeo and Juliet and Taming of the Shrew. He
is trying to make his mark in Syracuse films as well.
Simon Moody (Julius Caesar) LOVES Shakespeare! He has just finished a run of Hamlet
(Polonius) at CNYP. Ever your humble servant! Enjoy!
Jack Sherman (Brutus) has appeared in many SSITP productions, including Henry IV, Part I
(King Henry); The Winter's Tale (Leontes/Autolycus); The Merchant of Venice (Shylock); Measure
for Measure (Duke Vincentio); and Henry V (Fluellen/Nym/Canterbury).
Rebekah Tadros (Portia, Citizen) is making her second appearance with SSITP but her debut at
Thornden Park’s Amphitheater. She appeared for SSITP in last December's Scrooge Meets
Shakespeare's Ghosts (Witch #1). Rebekah last played Irena Synkova in the CNY Arts production
of I Never Saw Another Butterfly.
Jordan Van Ryn (Soothsayer, Soldier) has an AA, Fine Art from SUNY OCC. She last appeared in a
supporting role in SSITP's Taming of the Shrew. Jordan has had roles in SCT and West Genny HS
shows and has her own video production business in Syracuse called JVR Productions.
Rahshon Glover
(Messala) was
Ronnie Bell's
5th grade
student at Percy
Hughes School
in 1989.
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Jennifer Cutter
(Volumnius) is a
friend of Brutus
and Cicero.

Friends of Syracuse Shakespeare-In-The-Park
(FOSSITP) Form:
please print your name for our friends list

First Name____________________ Last Name __________________________
Address__________________________________________________________
Phone # __________________ E-Mail____________________@___________

Your benefits as a friend of SSITP are:
1. Invitations to special SSITP events;
2. 50 % discount on all SSITP merchandise;
3. Preferred seating for all SSITP shows;
4. Name listed in Friends of SSITP (FOSSITP) playbill/program;
5. Opinions sought for selection of future productions;
6. Receipt of semi-annual e-mail newsletter.
Your cost per year: $10-Bard Club; $25-Angels Club; $50-Globe Club; $100-Folio Club

How would you like to volunteer?
General Volunteer____
Production Volunteer____ (please specify acting, directing, designing, etc.)
Board member____(please specify your area of interest or expertise)

Send your completed form
and a check payable to
SSITP
Nancy Cantor Warehouse
350 W. Fayette St., Room 405
Syracuse, NY 13202
Attn: SSITP Friends
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SYNOPSIS
Act 1
SCENES 1-3: Marullus and Flavius, tribunes, chide workers 1st & 2nd Citizen who are rejoicing in “Caesar’s triumph.”
This first hint and direct reference at displeasure with Caesar among one class of people introduces the social conflict in
Roman society. Mark Antony’s allegiance to Julius Caesar is established and Brutus is introduced along with the
Soothsayer's portentous Ides of March. Brutus is solicited by Cassius to join the plot against Caesar but Brutus is
reflective, torn and weakly convinced. Cassius weaves a story around shouts they hear from The Capitol. Caesar does
not like the look of Cassius. Casca confirms Caesar's refusal of the crown three times. Brutus agrees to have the
conspirators come to his home to discuss plans.
Cicero and Casca express fear of the Gods based on the “disturbed sky” that spouts thunder and lightning. Cassius
reiterates that Caesar will be crowned the next day. Cassius uses his dagger to convince Casca to join the plot and gives
three letters for Cinna to plant for Brutus's discovery.
SCENES 4-7: Brutus is convinced to join the conspiracy to assassinate Caesar for the good of Rome at a 3 a.m. meeting
in his orchard. Cassius tries to add Antony to the victim's but Brutus refuses and says Antony is not a threat. Portia,
Brutus’ wife, sees his discomfort and part of the clandestine meeting. Portia questions Brutus’ willingness to share his
troubles, plans and love with her, revealing another aspect of Brutus’ uncertainty.
Caesar plans to go to the Capitol to be crowned but is convinced to stay away by his wife, Calpurnia’s, vivid dream of a
“blood bath.” Decius Brutus reinterprets the dream and convinces Caesar to go and follows up his dream interpretation
with practical reasons for Caesar including the Senators withholding the crown and talking about his weakness if
Calpurnia prevails. Brutus, Metellus Cimber, Casca and Cinna come to fetch Caesar to The Capitol. Because of his not
being ready to go, Caesar invites them into his house for wine prior to leaving.
Artemidorus reads the letter he intends to give to Caesar to warn him of a third foreshadowing of impending doom.
Portia tries to get her servant Lucius to go to The Capitol to see what Brutus is doing. The Soothsayer declares her
desire to entreat Caesar not to go to the Capitol.
SCENE 8: Caesar entertains petitions from all who approach him outside the Capitol but only truly considers Metellus
Cimber’s petition to end his brother’s banishment. When Brutus and Cassius plead with Caesar on Metellus Cimber’s
behalf Caesar is unmoved. All the conspirators stab Caesar in the back and side except Brutus who stabs him in the
chest. The conspirators yell to the crowd about freedom and liberty. Antony’s Servant asks Brutus if it is safe for him to
return and Brutus says it is and Antony does. Brutus tells Antony that the killing was done in the name of freedom.
Antony shakes the bloody hand of each murderer. Antony believes their motives until the shock of seeing Caesar’s body
convinces him otherwise. Brutus says a son of Caesar would be satisfied with their reasons. Cassius and Brutus strongly
disagree on letting Antony speak at Caesar’s funeral but Brutus wins the argument and tells Antony to prepare Caesar’s
body for the funeral and Antony will be allowed to speak at the funeral once Brutus is finished. Octavius’ Servant asks if
it is safe for Octavius to enter Rome now. Antony says not yet.

INTERMISSION: 15 MINUTES
Act 2:
SCENES 1-3: Brutus speaks to the First and Second Citizen and throngs of other unnamed citizens. He offers to kill
himself but the assembled citizens choose life for Brutus. After Antony brings in Caesar’s prepared body for the funeral,
Brutus yields to Antony for a speech. Antony stirs them up through praise, sarcasm and extolling the virtues of Caesar
including getting the citizens to “force” him to read Caesar’s will that greatly benefits all Romans. The citizens turn on
the conspirators and start a civil insurrection that leads to civil war.
Antony and Octavius discuss how to cut off their enemies from Caesar’s will, Lepidus’ fitness to be part of their
triumvirate and their war plans.
Brutus and Lucilius discuss Cassius’ commitment to the cause and their war plans. Cassius thinks Brutus has wronged
him and has very harsh words for him in front of their troops. Brutus suggests sending troops a distance off so they can
resolve their differences in private.
SCENES 4-6: Cassius and Brutus resolve their grievances with each other. Brutus admits his blood might be “illtempered” and reveals Portia’s death has thrown him. They set aside their distrust of each other and share a cup of
wine. Messala and Titinius come to camp and say Antony/Octavius/Lepidus have put 70-100 senators to death
including Cicero. After Messala confirms the details of Portia’s demise, Cassius and Brutus disagree on marching to
Philippi or letting the triumvirate get there first. Finally, they agree on marching to Philippi. All leave the campground
except Brutus who then sees Caesar’s Ghost. Caesar’s Ghost promises to see him at Philippi.
Octavius and Anthony are discussing strategy when Brutus and Cassius and their army appear on the opposite hill.
Brutus, Cassius, Octavius and Antony meet on the field while their armies stand down. They trade insults and go back to
their troops. Brutus and Lucilius talk away from Cassius and Messala. Cassius tells Messala a story that contains a bad
omen but Messala tells him not to believe it. Brutus and Cassius decide it may be their last moments together. Brutus
and Cassius decide they will not die as prisoners if the battle is lost. They say their final goodbyes to each other.
On the field of battle, Brutus tells Messala to give troops order to fight the armies of Antony, Octavius and Lepidus.
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SYNOPSIS
SCENES 7 & 8: Titinius tells Cassius that Brutus sent his men too early into the battle and they were surrounded by
Antony’s men. Pindarus tells Cassius to leave because Antony’s men are plundering Cassius’ tents. Titinius says Antony is
burning the tents. Pindarus goes up the hill, observes and relays Titinius’ demise. Cassius convinces Pindarus to stab him
as Pindarus swore he would do when asked. Then, Pindarus runs away to free him from his servitude.. Titinius and
Messala discover Cassius’ death from afar. Messala sends Titinius to find Pindarus while Messala goes to Brutus. Titinius
kills himself on Cassius’ sword. Brutus vows to fight even harder the second time.
Brutus is haunted by hearing Caesar’s Ghost and tells Volumnius to help him commit suicide by holding his sword as
Brutus falls on it. Octavius looks for Brutus as he has Messala as a prisoner. The assault of Antony, Octavius and Lepidus’
armies have caused Brutus and Cassius’ armies to retreat. Volumnius tells of Brutus’ honorable death. Antony praises
Brutus’ motives, nobility and honesty. Octavius agrees to honor Brutus as well.

Anne Childress has the stoic look of a Citizen...
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Tony Bersani as Cicero sees trouble, "This portentous sky is
not to walk in..."

We thank our major show sponsors for helping us
to bring Syracuse Shakspeare-In-The-Park's
Julius Caesar to you this year.

The Syracuse City School District, Syracuse University and the Gladys
Krieble Delmas Foundation appreciate the efforts of Syracuse
Shakespeare-In-The-Park and congratulate SSITP on their continuing
commitment to bringing FREE Shakespeare to the Central New York
public, its visitors and especially school-aged students.
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Break-a-Leg!
Syracuse Parks, Recreation & Youth Programs

Air Bell Music Recording

congratulates
Syracuse Shakespeare-In-The-Park
on another fabulous season
Call (315) 476-1835
for all your audio recording & transfer needs

Air Bell Music Recording Studio
where your music flies
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SU’s Nancy Cantor Warehouse,
350 W. Fayette St., Room 405,
Syracuse, NY 13202,
315-476-1835

Julius Caesar

Audience Survey
Which show
did you attend?
June 1, 2, 3, 8,
9, 10

1. Where did you hear about the show? (circle all that apply)
Newspaper FB Lawn Sign Internet Post-Standard
New Times

ssitp.org

Email

Poster

Friend/Family

Cast Member syr.com TV Radio TicketLeap.com
Other(please specify): ________________________________
2. Please rate the show components by checking a box:
Aspect of Very
Very
Don’t
DisShow
Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Satisfied Dissatisfied Know

Actors
Story
Costumes
Sound
Direction

What's your zip code? ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
Your comments below are always read & appreciated:

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Would you like to be on our contact list for info on future shows and programs?

First Name ___________________ Last Name ___________________
Address __________________________________________________
Phone ( _ _ _ ) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ OR ( _ _ _ ) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _
Email ________________________________ @ ________________
Your response is appreciated. Please hand in your survey
to any volunteer.

