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Is Today’s Church (as a whole) Ready for the Return of the Lord?
Study of Global Christianity  (by Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary)
There are over 45,000 christian denominations around the world. Most do not agree 
with each other. This is a rather shocking statement considering what the Scriptures tell 
us:

Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, 
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all.  (Eph. 4:3-6)

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  (1 Cor. 1:10) 

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory 
which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 
I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.  

(John 17:21-23)
Note; Going to Church Is Not Hearing What the Spirit is Saying to the Churches
Attending Church is one thing but hearing what the Spirit is saying to the Church is quite 
another. You could go to Church all your life and never hear what the Spirit is saying to 
the Church. Someone has stated, you could live in a garage for 30 years but that does 
not make you a car. Yes, we need to fellowship with each other in Church, but the main 
purpose of Church is to hear what the Spirit (God) is speaking to the Church. Look what 
the Spirit says to all Churches in the Book of Revelation; The Spirit Speaks Two Things 
over and over; Hear Him and Overcome: 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;  
To him that overcometh: (Rev. 2:7 Ephesus - v.11 Smyrna - v.17 Pergamum - 
v.29 Thyatira - Rev. 3:6 Sardis - v.13 Philadelphia - v.22 Laodicea):
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First; What is a Church?  (any two or three gathered in my Name)

Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: 
and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, 
That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it 
shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.  (Matt. 18:18-20)
 
The True Church has Fellowship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. This then is 
the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.  (1 John 1:3-7)
 
The True Church has always been lampooned and mocked by a majority of men who 
are controlled by satan, the world, and the flesh. Jesus was also hated in the same way. 
The True Church has always been very small (a remnant) and hated because of Jesus. 
 
Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be 
hated of all nations for my name’s sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall 
betray one another, and shall hate one another.  (Matt. 24:9,10) 
 
Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from 
their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son 
of man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is 
great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.   

(Luke 6:22,23)
If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that 
I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord.
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If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my 
saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my 
name’s sake, because they know not him that sent me.  (John 15:18-21)

He that hateth me hateth my Father also. If I had not done among them the works 
which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated 
both me and my Father. But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is 
written in their law, They hated me without a cause.  (John 15:23-25)

The Day of Judgment is Coming, Burning Like a Furnace
The Great Day of Judgment approaches quickly, God will burn all His enemies with an 
unending fire. They will be consumed totally. In that day His Church will see the 
difference between those who loved and served God, and those who hated and rebelled 
against God.

For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and 
every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says 
the LORD of armies, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branches.  (Mal. 4:1)

For the Eyes of the Lord are Over the Righteous

And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my 
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. Then 
shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth him not.  (Mal. 3:17,18)

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because 
thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; 
There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 
For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall 
bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. Thou shalt tread 
upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under 
feet.  (Psa. 91: 8-13)

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. And who is he that  
will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?
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But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their 
terror, neither be troubled; But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is 
in you with meekness and fear:  (1 Pet. 3:12-15)

But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its 
wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down 
the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, 
says the LORD of hosts.  (Mal. 4:2,3) ESVS

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on 
high, because he hath known my name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: 
I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. With long life will 
I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.  (Psa. 91: 14-16)

TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine 
own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and 
marrow to thy bones.  (Prov. 3:5-8)

“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint.” (Is. 40:31)

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.  (Heb. 12:2)
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