
Chris Godlove - Webinar presentation to the US Climate Alliance (USCA)

LINEAR TO CIRCULAR
CLIMATE ACTION AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY
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AN EVOLUTION IN APPROACH AND 
PRESENTATION



Management of MSWMSW generation by material
Source: USEPA

STATUS OF US WASTE MANAGEMENT, 2017



Source: USEPA

UNITED STATES’ EMISSIONS FROM WASTE, 

2018



Source: Ellen MacArthur Foundation

TACKLING CLIMATE THROUGH CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY



Technology – recycling, product design
Organization – change is difficult and complex
Regulatory – lack of supporting regulations
Awareness – lack of consumer knowledge
Investment – up-front costs, training and 
resources
Policy – sending signals on pricing and taxation

FINANCIAL AND NON-FINANCIAL BARRIERS



SECTOR BY SECTOR APPROACHES

BUILDINGS

HOTELS (FOOD)

AGRICULTURE (FOOD)

TEXTILES

https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en/good-practices/re4-project-designing-solutions-circular-buildings-integrating-recycled-materials-construction-and-demolition
https://partners.wrap.org.uk/campaigns/your-business-is-food/hafs/
https://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Food_Waste_Reduction_Roadmap_Grower_guidance_for_hand-harvested_crops.pdf
https://carvedinblue.tencel.com/heres-how-tencel-tm-upcycles-waste-cotton/


European Union: Circular Economy Action Plan (2020)

China: Circular economy promotion law (2009)

Victoria, Australia: Recycling Victoria: A new economy 

(2020)

Toronto, Canada: CE Procurement Implementation Plan & 

Framework (2018)

CIRCULAR ECONOMY POLICIES IN ACTION

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/new_circular_economy_action_plan.pdf
https://www.vic.gov.au/transforming-recycling-victoria
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2018/gm/bgrd/backgroundfile-115664.pdf


VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA



PHOENIX, ARIZONA



ü Organic waste bans
ü Public procurement
ü Extended producer 

responsibility (EPR)
ü Sectoral approaches
ü Disposal taxation
ü Single use material bans
ü Bottle return deposit
ü Repair / lending 

initiatives
ü Energy recovery
ü Innovation

GETTING STARTED…

Fix starting point Assess 
opportunities

Analyze 
implications



cgodlove@thinkcities.eu
@chrisforclimate | twitter
www.thinkcities.eu

THANK YOU!

C H R I S  G O D L O V E
P R I N C I P A L
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