Synod-wide Worship Joins 140
Congregations Together this Weekend
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This Sunday, we worship together with the 140 congregations that make up our Minneapolis Area Synod.
Itisa unique opportunity to be connected with Lutherans from God’srichand diverse array of
congregationsinourarea. Worship will take place, asit has been, 10 AM on our Facebook page:
FacebookPage greenchurch1897

Rev.Kelly Chatman, who serves as an advisorto our Bishop will be preaching. Pastor Chatmanserved as
SeniorPastorat Church of the Redeemerin North Minneapolis until his recent retirement. He is the
Director of Redeemer Centerfor Life.

Pastor Chatman challenges ustothink about being Prophetsintoday’s world and what that might mean
for the church. Reminding us that prophets are those who tell the world that “God has not forgotten”.
Often, when we think of prophets, we think only of doom and gloom. But, the Biblical prophets, who
spoke words of warning, were also the loudest voices of hope intheir days.

Worship this weekend with Pastor Chatman and find out what we each have in common with the old T.V.
antennas many of you may remember---

The music for worship this weekend is provided by musicians from Redeemer Lutheran Church. You will
heara beautiful rendition of an old favorite: “Precious Lord, Take my Hand”. PastorJohn Hulden, who
helped St.John through the Call process, will be leading the Children’s Sermon. He will ask all of us to
considerourdaily choicesinlife.


https://www.facebook.com/greenchurch1897

From our Pastor

The Scripture passages for this weekend challenge us to reposition ourselves as forgiven children of God
who have a missioninthisworld. InRomans, chapter 7, St. Paul statesa conundrum we are all too
familiarwith, when he writes: “Ido notunderstand my own actions. For | do notdo what! want, but|!
dothe very thing | hate.”

Itislike the old cartoon that pictures a husband and wife waiting to cross the road, and justto the right
of them, thereisa streetsign which reads: “Absolutely no machete juggling” and the captionisthe
husband saying: “Suddenly, | have this urge to juggle machetes”.

We can always counton Paul to be brutally honest aboutthe way we live. So, whatthen, dowe say
aboutthis? Wesay: “Lord, help!Setusfree fromourselves.”

Paul has experienced anothertruth of our human existence: that God, in His abundant grace has setus
free.

By God’s grace, we are giventhe freedomtotryagain, so to speak. To learnand grow.

Set us free from ourselves.”

As we celebrate ourfreedoms this 4th of July weekend, we should be reminded that with freedom come
responsibilities. Itistrue forus as citizens of the United States, and itis true for us as citizens of God’s
beautiful family.

Part of our responsibilityas Christiansisto bring the light of love and justice into this world. We are free
fromthe worry of oursinfulness [doing that which we know isn’tright, as Paul describes] but our
freedomisnotjust FROM, it is FOR somethingaswell.



One way to bring this scripture passage intotoday’s worldis to ask yourself: Whatisitthat Christ has
setme freetodo? What responsibilitiesam | beingcalled totake on, inlight of the freedom | havein
Christ?

Our Prayer of the Day forthis Sunday may help us begintoanswerthose questions:

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are
restless until theyrestinyou. Grantthat we may believe inyou, call uponyou, know you, and serve you,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviorand Lord. Amen.

With Thankfulness!

We have beenfortunate to have Kris Gensmervolunteering many, many hours to help make it possible
for usto record and broadcast our worship services. Asyou worship on-lineitmay be easyand
temptingtothink thatrecording, editing, and producingthe service online isasimple process. Thatis
partly because Kris makesitlook easy and look good with limited resources.

Simply put, ittakes a great deal of time to pullitall together.

Thank you Kris, foryour willingness to offer yourskills to us at St. John so that we can all worship
“together...apart”!

We have been fortunate to pivotvery quickly and make worshiping onlineareality, especially since we
had neverdone so priorto COVID-19.

We are in the process of upgrading some of our equipment so that we can continue making online
worship areality for our congregation [and for people across the country!] even after we have
returned to in-personworship.

Council News
St. John Lutheran Church Council Electronic Vote

June 4, 2020

Minutesforthe Electronicvote request toapprove to allow the Worship, Musicand Arts Teamto spend
up to $1800, from the Council Discretionary budget to make this purchase.

A motionanda secondis needed to purchase up to $1800 of technology upgrades forthe purpose of
online worship, using money fromthe council discretionary budget



Tim Grams made a motion to acceptthe requestfora $1800 for the tech upgrade .
Dawn Bourdeaux 2ndthe motionto acceptthe requestfora $1,800.00 tech upgrade.
All council members voted and motion passes.

Submitted by --Carolyn Schwab/Secretary

Exciting News about Worship at St. John!

Do yourememberdrive in movies? Jammingintothe carand goingto the movies? Rollingthe window
down, to try to balance thatawkward, top-heavy speakeronthatthinslice of glass? Rememberhow
the window had to be rolled down justenough to let that one annoying mosquito find its way into your
car? Thatis, until the modern age of drive-intheater came around and we started hearingthe sound
through our radios?! Those were the days, huh?!

Well...you will have every chance to reminisce because we are preparing for “Drive-in Worship”! Who
would have everthought? Whenwe hadto close down the building, online worship was agood first
step, butwe stilllongtosee each other & be at least a little bit more together. Well, thatis the amazing
thing---often out of struggle comes greatinnovation and creativity: like DRIVE-IN WORSHIP!

Your COVID-19 “working our way back to worship” Task Force is moving us toward having an outdoor
drive-in styleworship service on Sunday, July 26th at 10 AM.

Some things to know: out of our love for each other, we will maintain physical distancing that health
professionals are telling us is so important. We will stay in our cars, so we do not unintentionally
expose anyone to this virus.

Drive-in Worship at St. John on July 26th at 10 AM!

What to expect whenyou worship, drive-in style---

e Planto enterthe Drive-In Worship via Fremont Ave/Cty. Rd. 4and exit from the East [Fellowship
Hall] side of the building.



e Theservice will be short, and the building and restrooms will not be available, so please make
your “pitstop” priorto worship

e We love you and want to see you, but please, if you have any COVID-19 symptoms (cough, fever,
shortness of breath, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, loss of taste orsmell, diarrhea,
etc.) worship online viaour Facebook Page: St. John Facebook Page

e Soundwill be completely controllable by you! viayour FM radioin yourvehicle.

e |tis goingto be so wonderful to see everyone...and so tempting to get out of our cars to say “hi”,
but we Lutherans know how to avoid temptation, so we will stay in our vehicles.

e We will celebrate Holy Communioninourvehicles. [Itisa safe bet that Luther nevercould have
imaginedit, eventhough he was aforward-thinking guy!]

Drive-in Worship at St. John--July 26 at 10 AM
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Please add lo your prayers—Bruce, Delores

Email your prayer requests to: churchoffice@green-church.org
with the subject line: Prayer Request

One Body in Christ, Growing, Living, and Sharing God's Love.

St. John Council May Meeting NOTE: because we approve council
minutes at the following monthly meeting, this info is from May.

Tuesday, May 19, 2020/6:00 pm/ viaZoom [NOTE: because Mns are approved at the following monthly
meeting/these are from May]

Council Attendance: Shane Steinbrecher, Pastor Kari Bahe, Dawn Bourdeaux, Carolyn Schwab, Chris
Schmidt, Will Potter, Matt Mongeau,, Jo Thieling. Council member excused absence: Tim Gram

Meeting called to order by President Shane Steinbrecherat 6:02 pm. Devotions and
Prayer: Dawn Bourdeaux Motion by Joand 2nd by Dawn to accept Agenda. Motion approved.

General Reports:

Pastor Report for May Council Meeting

Wednesday night worship. We normally would have ceased these worship services at this time and
attendance has been dropping off alittle for Wednesday night worship. Maybe do Bible study by zoom
on Wednesday nights instead of the services? Thatway there will be more interaction. Advice: give the
Bible study atry and see how much involvement we getinthe summer.


https://www.facebook.com/greenchurch1897/?eid=ARDiyPR-pLFRg5pQG1JJxb8P2KTqfT5s5rNRdfDT87UC7duFdo5xloRb4OFo4IGu3M_pEyohSmsdkNw-

Many churches are not planningto hold in-person worship services until the fall. That may change, of
course. Suggestion: Maybe puta timelineoutlike the Governordid forthe state. Or follow whatthe
CDC says. For example: 50 people thisis whatshould happen or 100 people thisis what should happen.

Our insurance company has a check-list of what we needin place before we can openthe
church. Recommend supplying masks

Looking forward to once we do get back to in-person worship. When pastor has been talking with
members, some have said they will continue to worship from home until avaccine isavailable.

Pastor will get some quotes on equipmentthat will make iteasierforusto continue video services on
line, Facebook and YouTube. We will have an electronicvote when thatinformation is available. Will
use the discretionary money.

Lizzie will start backin the office soon, other office staff will likely wait a bit longer.
Communion was brought up, maybe doing once a month, but no decision was made.

Pastorand Shane will put togetherathankyou to Kris for all the work he has done in getting services
online.

Exterminators have been treating the church forthe mouse infestation and Pastor has beentalking to
Wanda Thorson and Pat Kluge about the room with all the nativity items, whichis alot of fabric. They
planon goingthru and putting all things that mice like in plastictotes. Rightnow theyare planningto
do thisthemselves butif they need help they will ask. Will be askingin the newsletter for plastictotes
that people might have extraintheirhomes fordonationto the church.

Team Charters: Continue towork onthem.

Fence Request: Arequestto place a fence at the house property at no cost to the church. Renters will
install and remove whentheyleave. Chris made a motionto approve and Carolyn 2nd the
motion. Motion approved

Treasure Report. Tracking overall offering trending pretty favorably, we are lagging behind prior
years. Expense side we are tracking close to budget. Yearto date essentiallybreaking even on budget.

PPP $37,400 arrived April 28th. This is tentatively aloan, butif all parameters are met maybe a
forgivable loan. We are maintaining astrongbalance sheet at this time mostly due tothe PPP.

Cash flowisrunningat bit of deficit, which is expected given our current situation. Will go overin more
depthwhenwe meetinlJulyatretreat.



ATTENDANCE

ELCA has a formulato use forattendance with online viewingand when our numbers are pluggedin to
this formula, we are excited about the #'s of people who are finding their way to St. John worship online.

CONSENT AGENDA
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda by Will, 2nd by Jo. Motion Carried.

A motion was made by Dawn to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Matt. Motion carried. Meetingadjourned
at7 pm.

Closed with Shane streaming a song by Hillsong Worship, The Lord's Prayer.

NextRegular Council Meetingis Tuesday, June 16,2020 at 6 pm.ZOOM. Dependingon COVID-19
outbreak.

Submitted by Carolyn Schwab/Secretary

Your St. John Council continues to meet monthly, on the 3rd Tuesday
at 6 PM.

We meetviaZOOM. You are welcome to join the meeting.

Jointhe Council Meeting Goto: www.zoom.us

MeetingD:519 114 0024 Password: 975524

We are one, united & caring. We are St. John!

.

Reac

Hey, St. John, let’s reach out to each other.

Let us know in the office know if you know of someone who needs phonecalls orletters, please. This
weekly newsletteris being mailed to those we know about, but we do not want to miss anyone.

Thank you. Do your part in being church together! Call, Email, Text, or write a Card to 2 people a day
during COVID-19 to keep us all connected. Use your new St. John Directory.



Resources for Faith Building @ Home

Christ in our Home, Are you missing your quarterly Christin our Home devotional? We have the new
quarter available! Theyareina plasticstorage bin, at the side door of the church (Preschool entrance).

Please stop overand pick one up. Theyare free of charge toyou. (SILC coversthe fee forthe
subscription.)

Kids at home? Faith Finders Fun! Our YouTube channelis filled with amazing ways to learn Bible stories
and grow faithin the home. Be sure to subscribe.

“Backyard Mondays, Treasure Tuesdays, Creative Wednesdays, Magic Thursdays, Science Fridays” Click
Faithfinders foranexample.

Your St. John Council continues to meet monthly, on the 3rd Tuesday at 6 PM.

We meetviaZOOM. You are welcome to join the meeting.

How to get your weekly offering to the church

Please considersigning up forscheduled giving.

Scheduled givingis done electronically, and you are in complete control of how much you give, how
oftenyougive, and you can easily change every weekif you choose to.

1/ Give viamobile app [ GIVE+]


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rA7uP09Msg

2/ Give electronically either through the website oryourown bank. Go to www.greenchurch.org and
clickthe “donate” button at the top of the page. Sign up now forelectronicgiving, itissoeasy! You
may choose a one-time gift, weekly gift, or monthly gift. You can alteryourfrequency oramounts at any
time—youare in control.

3/ Mail yourweekly offering to 13045 Fremont Ave.Zimmerman, 55398

Thank you!



http://www.green-church.org/
http://www.green-church.org/

St. John Lutheran Church

Phone: 763-856-4561 Email: churchoffice@green-church.org

Website: www.green-church.org  Facebook: www.facebook./greenchurch1897
YouTube Channel: 5/LC Youtube Channel or go to YouTube and search St. John Lutheran
Church Zimmerman
Rev. Kari Bahe, Pastor revkbahe@green-church.org

Julene Bistodeau, Financial Administrative Assistant
financialoffice@green-church.org

Lizzie Mcleod, Office Administrative Assistant

churchoffice@green-church.org
Jessica Gensmer, Director of Music Ministry music@green-church.org
Lori Schleif, SJLC Cornerstone Christian Preschool Director ccp@green-church.org
Christy Hilyar and Adam Babos, Custodians custodian@green-church.org

Deadline for weekly newsletter submissions is 12Noon on Wednesdays, please submit to
churchoffice@green-church.org. Subject line: Newsletter

All links in this newsletter are active.

Have a safe, fun, and joy-filled weekend!

Scripture Readings: 5th Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2020

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12
The king will come in humility and peace

Psalm: 145:8-14

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps: 145:8)

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a
The struggle within

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The yoke of discipleship




