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"There  has been an  inc ident  a t  Boh ica .  We have no  idea  what  i s  go ing  on. "  

When Boh ica ,  a  min ing  co lony in  the  fa r  reaches  o f  the  ga laxy ,  sudden ly  loses  a l l  
communica t ion ,  Thomas McCormick ,  newly  e lec ted  representa t ive  o f  the  p lanet  
Mi tzu l  to  the  Un ion  o f  Humani ty ,  i s  tasked w i th  t rave l ing  to  Boh ica  and repor t ing  
back  to  the  Un ion 's  D i rec tor .  McCormick  has  a  ves ted  in te res t  in  what  i s  happen ing  
on  Boh ica  as  h is  w i fe 's  s is te r  is  a  res ident  o f  the  co lony.  Though Thomas doesn ' t  
want  to  go on  th is  miss ion ,  he  agrees .  What  fo l lows is  a  mys tery .  The en t i re  p lanet  
has  d isappeared  w i thou t  a  t race,  and  i t  i s  feared  tha t  F i re  L izards  a re  respons ib le  
fo r  the  d isappearance,  even though one has  to  wonder  why they wou ld  be .  
McCormick  d iscovers  tha t  F i re  L izards  have a  un ique way o f  con t ro l l ing  humans,  
who they cons ider  mere  an ima ls .  Bu t  even though the  F i re  L izards  a re  f ie rce ,  they  
underes t imate  the  loya l ty  humans have fo r  each  o ther  and f ind  in  them a  
fo rmidab le  enemy.  

Rob inson 's  fu tu r is t i c  wor ld  i s  an in t r igu ing  one in  wh ich  humans have become 
second-c lass  c i t i zens in  the  vas t  un iverse .  There  are  few p laces  they  can l i ve  
above ground,  bu t  they  re ta in  the  human sp i r i t  o f  surv iva l  and  ingenu i ty .  The 
au thor  does  a  good job  o f  c rea t ing  an  in teres t ing  wor ld  w i th  fasc ina t ing  c rea tures .  
He hooks  the  reader  f rom the  beg inn ing  wi th  the  mys ter ious  d isappearance o f  an  
en t i re  p lanet  and the  o rders  fo r  McCormick  to  inves t iga te .  The au thor 's  descr ip t ion  
o f  the  fu tu re  is  t ru ly  invent ive  and te r r i fy ing .  Rob inson has  a  knack  fo r  s tory te l l ing  
and wor ld-bu i ld ing .  Th is  i s  sc ience  f i c t ion  a t  i t s  bes t ,  w i th  p lenty  o f  p lo t  tw is ts  to  
keep readers  in teres ted  th roughout .  Th is  en ter ta in ing  and thought-provok ing  nove l  
p rov ides  a  s to ry  tha t  one  won ' t  soon fo rget .  

 

 


