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"Th is  jus t  goes  to  show you tha t  one man ’s  s tory  is  another 's  fa i ry ' s  ta i l . "  

These ten  shor t  s to r ies  t ranspor t  readers  around the  un iverse  and th rough t ime.  

The f i r s t  and las t  ones—which dea l  w i th  po l i t i ca l  f igures '  deaths ,  war  scenes ,  and a  

murder  mys tery—are se t  in  rea l - t ime.  Othe rs ,  fea tur ing  a l iens ,  a  dragon,  and 

vampi res  (as  w e l l  as  a  pa i r  o f  s to r ies  w i th  a  c lo thes  hamper  as  the  main  charac ter ) ,  

emp loy  the  fan tas t ica l .  Together ,  they  ente r ta in  in  a  d iverse  ar ray  o f  genres .  

The ta les  cap i ta l ize  on the  suspense and  i r ony  sur round ing p ivo ta l  moments .  For  

ins tance ,  a  po l i t i c ian  we ighs  the  verac i ty  o f  an  anc ien t  curse  on an upcoming 

e lec t ion ,  and an  inves t iga tor  b r ings  a  murderer  to  confess ion .  V i l lagers  dec ide  how 

to  de fend themse lves  aga ins t  invaders .  Meanwh i le ,  a  space t rave ler  escapes  

muggers .  Ac t ion  dr ives  each p lo t  and keeps  th e  pace churn ing  toward  reso lu t ion .  

Somet imes  the  d ia logue is  ex t raneous  and s lows  down the  nar ra t ive  speed,  bu t  t he  

conversat iona l  tone makes  the  s tor ies '  imag inat ive  e lements  be l ievab le .  The br ie f  

se t t ing  desc r ip t ions ,  par t icu la r ly  o f  the  Southwes t ' s  l and scape,  s tand out  w i th  v iv id  

images  in  wh ich  the  ac t ion  emerges .  Wordp lay  de l igh ts ,  wh i le  t he  surpr ise  end ings  

sus ta in  in teres t .  The  pared -down wr i t i ng  s t y le  br ings  out  the  dynamic  po in ts  in  t ime 

tha t  t he  s tor ies  captu re .  

The se lec t ions  may  be shor t ,  bu t  t h ey  open up mys ter ies  wor th  th ink ing  about  f o r  

long a f te r .  For  ins tance,  how much s tock  does  one pu t  i n  a  pa t te rn  o f  co inc idences  

th roughou t  h is to ry?  For  tha t  mat te r ,  to  wha t  ex tent  do  innocuous  househo ld  i tems 

cont r ibu te  to  one 's  l i f e  t ra jec tory?  Are  the  s mal l  dec is ions  in  l i f e ,  l i ke  wha t  snacks  

to  consume,  programmed ra ther  t han  exerc ises  o f  f ree  w i l l ?  Do the  s tars  pred ic t  

humans '  fa te?  The s tor ies  sugges t  answers  w i th  wh imsy  and a  gra in  o f  sa l t ,  inv i t ing  

specu la t ion  and comic  re l ie f  in  equa l  par ts .  At  t he  end o f  each s tory ,  the  author 's  

comments  g ive  he lp fu l  background in format ion  w i thout  spo i l ing  the  readers '  own  

engagement  w i th  the  ta les .  


