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Trine Rising
A hidden identity,
perilous premonitions and
acenturies-old war collide
in Trine Rising: The Kinderra
Saga Book 1 (self-pub-
lished, $23.95), the debut
novel of Fountain Hills
journalist C.K. Donnelly. In
this YA fantasy, 16-year-old
Mirana Pinal grapples with
her possession of all three
Aspects, or magical powers
—an extreme anamaly in
her land of Kinderra, where
people are blessed with
one Aspect, if any. Will she
be able to harness them
to help her people? Or will
they lead to the destruction
of everything she holds
dear? Fans of epic fantasy
will relish every moment of
theride in Dennelly's im-
mersive world.
— Leah LeMoine
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On Location

Four Valley venues are featured in the new locally made film Teenage Badass.

FOR SOME PHOENICIANS, watching the new comedy movie Teenage Badass might
feel like running into a long-lost drinking buddy at a familiar haunt. Set in 2006 and
shot around the Valley, the film follows a local rock band’s adventures as they try to
land a spot on a local TV show and struggle with their egocentric frontman.

The movie was produced by local real estate entrepreneur and musician Chuckie
Duff, who capitalized on his connections to cool locations. Here are four metro Phoenix
settings that make the scenes in Teenage Badass.

> FLYING BLANKET REGORDING

All the music in the movie was recorded at producer/engineer/musician Bob Hoag’s
Flying Blanket Reeording facility in Mesa. Hoag also did the movie score and served
as production consultant, making sure all the gear on set was authentic to the period.

> GRAGIE'S TAX BAR

Director and co-writer Grant McCord calls himself “a Gracie’s rat,” and has spent
countless hours in the Central Phoenix tax office turned neighborhood bar. “We had an
office right next door, so I wrote multiple times at Gracie’s,” McCord says. “I just get
good vibes from the energy there”

» THE REBEL LOUNGE

MecCord grew up going to shows at this club near 23rd Street and Indian School
Road when it was called The Mason Jar. The legendary venue hosted numerous next big
things hefore their national breakouts, including Nirvana and Guns N” Roses. So, he
thought the site would be a perfeet setting for the band’s first show in Teenage Badass.

» THE VAN BUREN

The band’s climactic performance scene was shot at this Downtown Phoenix venue
in front of a built-in audience — paid ticket holders who came to see The Maine, real-life
Tempe rockers who allowed McCord to film a song at the heginning of their show.

— Niki D’Andrea
NOW SHOWING... AT LAST

Teenage Badass was slated to debut atthe South by Southwest festival in Texas this past
March, but the pandemic postponed the premiere until September 18, when Freestyle
Digital Media released it nationwide through video on demand at freestyledigitalmedia.tv.
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