
Old Stone Church - January 2022 

WORDS FROM WANG – “Resolutions, Visions, and Missions Possible” 

  Some people make resolutions for the new year.  A resolution is a firm decision to do 
or not to do something.  I commend those people who make a new year’s resolution - and who 
actually follow through on them.  But the outcome with most resolutions is, more often than not, to 
fall back on “business as usual.”  Or like the old adage, to keep doing the same thing over and over 
again but expecting different results. 

  Some people create visions for themselves, their businesses or institutions.  A vision is 
the ability to think about or plan the future with imagination or wisdom.  To have vision is crucial to 
any organization or community - otherwise we soon find we lack the motivation to maintain our 
basic operations.  A vision, however, usually moves things further along than simply having the 
“resolve” to grow.   

  Some people establish missions.  A mission is a strongly felt aim, ambition, or calling.  
To have or be on a mission (emphasis on strongly felt) is to, as in the opening words of the Star Trek 
TV series, boldly go where we have never gone before.  Once adopted, a mission gives an 
organization, not only a goal to work for, but an achievable dream to believe in and commit to for the 
long haul. 

  All three of these terms will be a part of a new conversation that I hope to be having 
with some of the key leaders, movers, and shakers of the OSC in the coming months.  Because, we 
can’t just keep talking the talk and saying “we just need more members; all our problems will be 
solved if we just get more ‘proverbial’ (bleeps) in the pews!”   

  Perhaps what we need is to come up with a new vision; even back it up with a clever 
vision statement.  That would be a grand plan and might actually bear fruit.  But I remind you that the 
above definition of “vision” is about planning the future with imagination and wisdom.  This would 
be a worthy endeavor and could gain some footing in the coming year, but will it sustain us?   

  Or, we could develop a mission.  The unique thing about a mission is that it requires 
some serious reflection on our core values as a religious institution.  When developing a mission, an 
organization has to ask the hard questions like “Why do we exist?”  “What is our role and purpose in 
the community?”  “Would we be missed if we ceased to exist?”  The other thing about a mission, it 
sometimes calls for a certain amount of dismantling to happen in order for us to rebuild and become 
something very new and ‘relevant.’  We could call it a missional makeover. 

  These are all noble pursuits and the time is ripe for us to reflect on the big questions for 
“the church.”  And to prayerfully ask, what is the new thing that God is trying to do here?  And what 
are the implications for the OSC?  And anyone who has spent a minute or two with me has heard me 
offer two key words: commitment and innovation; a strong commitment to God’s church combined 
with the willingness to think outside the box as entrepreneurs for Christ.  Simply put, to get curious.   

See ya’ in church. 

  

      Pastor Bob 



Worship Opportunities (January) 
 
 

January 2: The 2nd Sunday After Christmas 
Scripture:    Matthew 2:1-12 
Sermon Theme: Home By Another Way 
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served 
 

 
 
 
January 9: The 1st Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture:  John 3:15-17, 21-22 
Sermon Theme: Word to Water 
 
 

 
 
January 16:  The 2nd Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture:  John 2:1-11 
Sermon Theme: The Life of the Party 
 

 
 
 
January 23: The 3rd Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture:   Luke 4:14-21 
Sermon Theme:  Behold, I Am 
 
 

 
 
 
January 30: The 4th Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture:  1 Cor. 13:1-13 
Sermon Theme:  Love Wins 
 
 

 
 
February 6: The 5th Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture:     Luke 5:1-11 
Sermon Theme:  Catch of the Day 
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served 



Flames of the Spirit: Rekindling the Flame 
 

 The new year is upon us and looking back, we have much to celebrate.  All things considered, many 
flames were rekindled in 2021 which means, looking forward, there will inevitably be many more sparks 
flying as we continue our work to rebuild, renew, and rejuvenate our missions and ministries here at the Old 
Stone Church.  Stay tuned for more exciting announcements and new programs coming on the horizon. 
 One of those exciting announcements will be the formation of a special visioning task force which 
will be convening sometime in January to do some planning for the new year.  The purpose of this team (see 
“Words From Wang”) is to creatively address some of the various issues, challenges, and new opportunities 
facing us as we continue to transition during this interim period.  Some of the topics we will be exploring 
together are, but not limited to: 
 

New fundraising ideas 
Staffing models 
Building use 
Impact investing of our property and assets 
Shared Ministry 
Reexamining and redefining our purpose as a faith community 
Community Outreach events such a Coffee House (open mic night) 
Fellowship events (church member events as well as member-guest events) 
Developing a 2022 Mission/Vision 

 
 Prospective members for this task force will be invited to participate but we are also open to anyone 
else interested to come forward and volunteer to be a part of the conversations.  If you feel called to get 
involved with our visioning team, and possess an entrepreneurial spirit, then speak to Pastor Bob. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Confirmation Corner – January Schedule 
 We continue to meet twice a month as together we expand our understanding of the Bible and learn to 
navigate this important text of our faith.  This is the foundation upon we which we build.  A special thanks to 
the parents who helped arrange an informal holiday luncheon together following our session on the Sunday 
before Christmas.  We all enjoyed the pizza and salad, but most importantly, the fellowship.   
 In January we will begin to explore some of the other facets of church history and life.   
 Our two January meetings take place at church on the following dates: 
January 6  Faith Formation 7 @ 10:45 am 
January 16   Faith Formation 8 @  10:45 am (possibly including another lunch together) 
 
 As usual, mentors and youth should be meeting sometime this month to work on their next lessons 
together.   
 
Looking ahead: Pastor Bob would like to register our group for one of the “Faith Formation” retreats offered 
at our UCC camp in Green Lake, WI (the Daychola Center).  This would be an amazing opportunity to meet 
youth from other UCC churches who are also going through confirmation process. We have two weekends to 
choose from, either February 25-27, or March 4-6.  The date we determine may impact our regular meeting 
schedule.  Once we determine a date, we will mostly likely be holding a fundraising event to help with the 
individual cost for the retreat of $180 per youth.  Pastor Bob will be surveying our confirmation families to 
decide on the weekend that works best for everyone.  He also offers his personal guarantee that a good time 
will be had by all.  Note: we will also need a couple adult advisors/drivers to commit to the event as well.  
Stay tuned! 



Streaming Video Help 

 Every Sunday, a small team of us work to bring those at home a live streaming service. 

This small team has been doing this work for almost a year now, and we would love to open 

up the opportunity for people who may want to help, and give them a chance to learn what 

we do.  

 On Sunday, January 16th, after our Sunday Service, we will be running a training session 

on how to run the equipment for live streaming. If you would be interested in learning how to 

run the streaming equipment, please contact Lindsey in the church office at 815-624-6212, or 

send an email to oldstonechurch@oldstonechurch.net.  

 This will be any easy, informal way to learn about the streaming services in the church. 

We hope to see you! 



 

January Birthdays 

3rd– Judy Huffman 

4th– Jan Cuthbertson  

4th- Gregg Seyler 

6th– Wendy Eltman 

6th– Tim Slocum 

11th– Deb Seyler 

12th– Lisa Rudy 

13th– Jan Barth-Huff 

18th– Judy VanSchelven 

20th- Diane Piper 

23rd- Andrew Lancaster 

25th– Carol Henson 

29th– Patti Christenson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Anniversaries 

28th– Dave & Lois Proudfoot 
 

 

 
  
With Gratitude 
 As your pastor for almost a year now, may 
I just take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to you, the members and friends of the 
Old Stone Church, for the gift that each and every 
one of you are to me.  All the support, prayers, 
and friendship you have extended to me has 
meant so much.  And then to end 2021 with a 
generous “Merry Christmas” gift, well, that was 
just the icing on the cake.  

I look forward to another grace-filled year 
together.  Many thanks and blessings.   
 

-Pastor Bob 
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Rockton, IL 61072 
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Old Stone Church Staff: 

Pastor Bob Wang: (262) 308-4180 

Lindsey Lancaster: Office Administrator 

Bob Estrada: Custodian 

January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 

Grief Group 10:30 
Worship Team 7 

6 

Food Pantry 9-11 

 

7 8 

9 10 

Girl Scouts 5:30 

11 

Council 7 

12 13 

Food Pantry 9-11 

14 15 

16 

Streaming Lesson 

17 18 19 

Grief Group 10:30 

20 

Food Pantry 9-11 

21 22 

23 24 

Girl Scouts 5:30 

25 26 27 

Food Pantry 9-11 

28 

Old Guys 8:30 

29 

30 31      


