
Old Stone Church - October 2021 

Words From Wang – “Come On Spirit Light Our Fire” 

 By now, every person associated with the Old Stone Church is familiar with our mission theme and 
purpose for the 2021-22 year: “Rekindling the Flame.”  We certainly understand the concept as we 
continue to emerge from the isolation of a pandemic and strive to rebuild an even stronger sense of 
community. 
 In the words of the Apostle Paul, Rekindle the gift of God that is within you. (2 Timothy 1:6) The 
Stewardship team has been hard at work to create this year’s stewardship education and awareness 
program and is happy to roll it out this month and this column is certainly a variation on that theme. 
 Years ago I started a tradition at our home on All Hallows Eve of setting up our portable campfire 
out by the curb so that as trick or treaters come to our driveway, they can take a minute to warm up around 
the fire.   Parents waiting for their children especially appreciate this gift. 
 Campfires have long been an important tradition for communities of every kind.  Communities in 
every culture and tradition have gathered around fires to tell stories, pass on traditions, sing songs, and 
share the warmth of friendship that only a campfire can provide.  And it was the role of every community 
member to bring something to the fire; food and drink to share or even fuel to keep the fire going - long 
into the night.   

This is an appropriate time to take Paul’s advice and “rekindle” all the gifts of God within not just 
individual Christians, but the church as a whole. Stoke the fire, is what the word means, take the small 
flames and find ways to help the flames intensify.  Of course, we pray that God with provide some much-
needed oxygen (Holy Spirit energy) to help the fire flourish, not just well into the night, but even into the 
next day; our future. 

So, what does the Old Stone Church community need to really catch fire this year? What gifts, 
small or large, do you have to contribute to that fire? Are there people around you who have gifts to give 
that need your encouragement to step up to the fire? Short of sounding hokey, let’s consider singing 
together a rousing chorus of the song by The Doors, “Come On Baby Light My Fire” - while altering the 
words slightly to make it a hymn of faith; come on Spirit light our fire.  Try to set the night on fire; in our 
service and our giving to God’s church. 

 “And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always 
having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.”  (2 Corinthians 9:8) 
 
 See ya’ in church.    

    

      Pastor Bob 



Worship Opportunities (October) 
 

 
 
 
October 3: 19th Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture:   Ruth 1:1-18 
Sermon Theme:  Now That’s Commitment 
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served 
 

 
 
 
October 10: 20th Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture:    TBA 
Sermon Theme: TBA 
Pastor Bob on vacation.  Rev. Bob Saunders will be preaching. 
 
 
 

 
 
October 17: Heritage Sunday 
Scripture:   Mark 10:35-45 
Sermon Theme: If These Walls Could Speak 
 

 
 
 
 
October 24: 22nd Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture:    Mark 10:46-52 
Sermon Theme: Take Heart 
 
 
 

 
 
October 31: 23rd Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture:  Revelation 21:1-6a 
Sermon Theme: Saints Be Praised 
 
 

 
 
 
November 7:  24th Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture:     Romans 12:14-13:7 
Sermon Theme: On Living Our Stories 
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served 



“When we celebrate the past its easier to believe in a bright future”  

 

 Keeping this quote in mind, the Old 

Stone Church council felt that we should 

honor our long church history by dedicating 

one Sunday to “Heritage Sunday” which 

we would like to do on October 17th.  Our 

church legacy goes back to the mid 1800’s 

and we have seen many changes and have 

many people who have led us in the past to 

where we are today. It is hoped that we 

could offer a “Heritage Sunday” once a 

year to remind us of our long history.  

 We are sending out an invitation to all our congregation and hope they will be able to join 

us for a fun morning and fellowship lunch after church.  Yes, we did say lunch.  It has been at 

least a year since we offered a pot luck meal in our dining room.   The Fellowship  Committee 

will provide the meat, probably chicken, and the beverages.  Hopefully congregation members 

would be willing to provide a side dish and/or dessert.   

 Pastor Bob and the Diaconate has some special plans for the service including 

participation from a few of our talented members, special music, children’s participation and 

other surprises.  If you have any favorite hymns that you would like to have played during the 

service please let Lindsey know by October 15th so that she can past that on to Pastor and 

Christine.  Because this is a Sunday to remember our past, we would like to invite you to think 

about something special that the church has been part of during your life. During the service there 

will be an opportunity for you to share that memory . 

 At the fellowship meal you will have a chance to browse  some of our history through 

pictures and keepsakes from the church archives.  We have a large safe that has stored these 

memories that should see the light of day once in a while.  Did you know that we had a parsonage 

house on our parking lot that the ministers used as their home and Sunday School was held there 

before the new Sunday school addition was built?  The old parsonage was moved thru town and 

relocated by Hononegah Forest Preserve. (we have pictures of it being moved.) There are lots of 

other interesting items for you to look at and get a sense of our long history and the importance of 

our church in our community.  You are welcome bring any special pictures or memories and there 

will have a place for you to display them.   

 Please consider joining us for this special event and invite any of your friends that you 

would like and share with them our special history.  

Thank you , 

Old Stone church Heritage planning committee. 



Flames of the Spirit: Rekindling the Flame 
 

  A New Page:  Each month the church newsletter will feature any items that can help represent 
our three-year “Flames of the Spirit” initiative that we rolled on Pentecost Sunday.  Each board, team, and 
committee of the church is being asked to support our 2021-22 mission of rebuilding community (rekindling 
the flame) as they discuss plans and programs for the coming year.   
  
 
Confirmation Corner – Fall Kick-off 
 We are so pleased to have 8 young people who have chosen to participate in our confirmation program 
this year.  They range in from 12-17 and are geared up for a fun and meaningful experience together.  The 
main faith formation sessions will take place on the first and third Sundays following worship (@10:45); for 
this month, October 3rd, and then joining with the heritage Sunday theme on the 17th. 
 Don’t be surprised if one of these amazing young people approach you and ask you to be their 
confirmation mentor; a huge honor, I might add.  And no experience is necessary, only a heart for helping.  
Each student will meet with an adult mentor about once a month for discussion and fellowship.  Note: we will 
be holding a special mentor orientation early in the month and will provide all materials needed for the year.  
There will also be periodic themed field trips scheduled as supplemental programming.  So, stay tuned for 
more confirmation news and updates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Member Orientation – October 24th @10:45 
 Not only are we “Rekindling the Flame” we are also igniting a spark for some of our very special 
guests who have been worshiping with us in more recent times.  We are therefore offering an opportunity for 
those prospective members to explore what it might mean to officially become a part of our little community 
on the corner of Blackhawk and Union. 
 That new member orientation will take place after worship on October 24th probably in the conference 
room.  If you or someone you know may be in this group of inquiring minds then please let us know in the 
church office of your interest in attending the meeting.  If all goes well, we will recognize these folks during 
worship on November 7th.  We give thanks for this opportunity and we should all look forward to getting to 
know our new friends. 
 Lindsey’s email in the office: oldstonechurch@oldstonechurch.gmail or Pastor Bob 
pastoboboscrockton@gmail.com or call 815-624-6212. 

mailto:oldstonechurch@oldstonechurch.gmail
mailto:pastoboboscrockton@gmail.com


For the Love of Fall 
Please join with your Old Stone Church friends for a spontaneous celebration of 

the autumn season!! 

Saturday October 2 

 

The Riverview shelter house at the Sugar River Forest Preserve (Durand) has been 

reserved for a barbecue, campfire with s’mores, games including corn hole, singing 

(pastor Bob is bringing his guitar), and some good Christian fellowship. 

Optional canoeing/kayaking for those wishing to do so.  (A few kayaks and canoes 

will be available) 

Come any time after 1:00 p.m. and stay for a couple hours or spend the whole day 

and night (there’s a campground available).  Or, if you just want to join us for 

dinner then plan to arrive about 4:00pm. 

The early evening meal (5:30ish) is designed to be a “do-it-yourself” meal meaning 

y’all bring your own meat to cook on the grill, your own beverage, cups and plates, 

etc., and a cold side-dish to share.  The makings for s’mores will be provided. 

There are some people (Pastor Bob and Ken and Mari) who are also planning to 

camp Saturday night in the Sugar River campground - so that is also an option for 

those wishing to do so.  You will need to make your own arrangements to camp via 

winnebagoforest.org. 

 

Ken Thomson and Mari Weikel will be our hosts 

Shoot them a text, email, or give them a call if you want to join us. 

Ph. 815-601-9380, email: kensru@charter.net 



Make a Difference, Pledge Your Support for 2022  

Everyone in our OSC family is encouraged to participate in our annual fall Stewardship Drive. 

Thanks to you, our Church is holding financially steady, and our ministries continue to adapt 

to unprecedented pandemic challenges that threaten the inner spirit in all of us.      

Rekindle your flame by pledging your financial support for 2022. Your pledge will help ensure 

that our historic OSC remains a welcoming and safe place to turn to for hope and worship; 

and contribute to important ministries that impact you, our members, and our community.  

2022 Stewardship Pledge Cards were mailed on September 28th, with a requested return 

date of October 31st to help us finalize our budget for next year. As in previous years, so 

everyone can share in the joy of giving as a congregation, our progress board will be updated 

regularly throughout October. 

Every pledge matters. If you haven’t already, please “give thought and take action” on what 

you feel God calls you to share. A member of our congregation may call you if you have not 

responded by late October to remind you to return your pledge card and/or to offer 

assistance with any of your questions or concerns. Pledge cards are available from our church 

secretary and from our ushers at Sunday service. 

Together we will work with God to continue Rekindling the Flame.  

2 Corinthians 9.7: “Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

 

Veteran’s Day Turkey Dinner is 

Happening! 

More Information Coming Soon! 

Please be on the lookout for information in emails and future 

bulletins as we prepare ourselves for this traditional event! 



October  

Anniversaries 
 

5th– Shane & Megan Stutzel 

October  

Birthdays 

 

1st-  Kevin Rudy 

2nd– Joan Plessner 

7th– Andrea Gantz 

9th– Tess Provance 

12th– Becky Stutzel 

12th– Huxley Coomer 

17th– Karin Bohr 

18th– Lilly Halom 

18th– Shane Stutzel 

19th Sandy Eck 

21st– Lydia Gleasman 

22nd– Mary Henthorn 

22nd– Pat Insko 

23rd– Katherine Plessner 

26th– Reed Thompson 

28th– Jean Truman 

29th– Karen Herdklotz 

30th– Jocelyn Piper 

 

The Christian Ed Committee is excited to 
announce our first annual Trunk or Treat 
event at the Old Stone Church! 

The Event will take place on Sunday, 
October 24th, from 11:30-1pm in the Old 
Stone Church Parking Lot. This event will 
be open to the public, so we will need 
plenty of volunteers to help us make this a 
success! 

We will need involvement from 
congregants to decorate their vehicles 
and pass out candy. We will need people to 
help direct families through the event, 
and if you are unable to make it the day of 
the event, a donation of candy, or funds 
for candy will be greatly appreciated.  

If you have any questions on this event, 
please contact Lindsey in the church 
office.  

Let’s make this a safe, family friendly 
event that can possibly be enjoyed for 
many years to come! 



Old Stone Church 

101 E. Union St 

Rockton, IL 61072 

(815) 624-6212 

Email: oldstonechurch@oldstonechurch.net 

Oldstonechurch.net 

 

 

 

Old Stone Church Staff: 

Pastor Bob Wang: (262) 308-4180 

Lindsey Lancaster: Office Administrator 

Bob Estrada: Custodian 

October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2  

For the love of fall 

3 

Communion 

4 5 

Diaconate 7p 

6 

Grief Group am 

Christian Ed 7p 

7 

Pantry 9-11 

8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 

Pantry 9-11 

 

15 16 

Wedding 

17 18 19 

Council 7p 

20 

Grief Group am 

21 

Pantry 9-11 

22 23 

24 

New Member Mtg 

Trunk or Treat 

25 

4-H 6-8p 

26 27 28 

Pantry 9-11 

29 

Old Guys 8:30a 

30 

31 

Halloween 

      


