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Physical	and	mental	action	verbs

Physical	and	mental	action	verbs	worksheet.		Physical	and	mental	action	verbs	examples.		Physical	and	mental	action	verbs	quiz.		Physical	and	mental	verbs.		What	are	physical	action	verbs.		

Literally,	mental	refers	to	anything	related	to	mind	or	intellectual	process	and	Verbs	are	words	which	show	actions.	Therefore,	Mental	Verbs	refer	to	cognitive	(that	deals	with	logic)	state	in	which	actions	are	mostly	abstract.	These	Verbs	give	meaning	which	is	mostly	unsuitable	for	outside	evaluation	as	they	are	not	so	concrete	actions.	However,	we
can	evaluate	these	types	of	verbs	through	our	knowledge.	Mental	Verbs	provide	meanings	which	are	connected	with	our	sensory	capabilities,	deciding,	understanding	and	planning.	Mental/Static	verbs	are	can	be	understood	more	clearly	with	the	following	examples:	Feel	Like	Love	Hate	Realize	Mind	Know	Hope	Wish	Understand	Impress	Astonish
Remember	Forget	Surprise	Concern	Recognize	Know	Taste	Hear	Smell	See	Look	Feel	Please	Learn	Notice	Promise	Prefer	Own	Mind	Doubt	Want	Dislike	Decide	Perceive	Always	Remember	The	words	like	see,	think,	feel,	taste,	smell	etc.	do	not	mean	literally.	They	all	refer	to	opinions.	adobe	illustrator	cs5	crack	mac	download	Examples:	I	can	see	the
future.	(No	one	can	actually	see)	I	can	smell.	Something	is	fishy.	matewan	movie	questions	and	answers	(Situations	cannot	be	smelt	literally	but	understood)	Hope	you	got	the	taste	of	failure.	(Who	can	taste	failure	with	tongue?)	I	think	I	like	you.	(Think	here	means	the	subject	believes)	Instead	of	ignoring	what	I	say,	hear	me	out	this	time.	

(Hear	in	the	sentence	means	to	value	what	subject	has	been	saying)	Mental	Verbs	are	real	verbs	We	should	not	be	confused	thinking	whether	these	are	real	verbs	or	not.	Mental	Verbs	also	refer	to	actions	even	if	they	are	Invisible.	Examples:	I	decided	to	go	to	Africa	this	fall.	(We	cannot	see	it	but	only	know	it	when	somebody	tells	us)	He	expects	you	to
understand.	(Expects	here	means	the	subject	hopes)	Can	you	promise	to	work	harder?	(Promise	in	the	sentence	means	assurance	which	is	only	an	understanding	that	the	action	will	take	place)	Did	I	surprise	you?	(Surprise	means	taken	aback)	You	seem	to	be	impressed	by	her.	(Seem	and	impressed	both	can’t	be	seen	until	shown	in	expression	or	told)
In	this	way,	we	can	say	that	Mental	Verbs	are	Interpretive	as	they	tend	to	explain	what	seems	obscure	(difficult	to	understand).	Points	to	Remember	Mental	Verbs	are	mostly	used	with	Present	Perfect	Tense	as	this	tense	states	the	completion	of	a	work.	This	tense	is	used	as	Mental	Verbs	are	not	regarded	as	progressive.	

Mental	verbs	are	also	called	Copular	Verbs.	89053735291.pdf	Looking	for	a	verbs	list?	Fret	not.	Here’s	a	quick	guide	on	the	list	of	verbs	with	illustrative	examples.	But	before	we	get	down	to	the	list	of	verbs,	let’s	quickly	brush	through	the	definition	of	a	verb.		A	verb	in	the	simplest	sense	is	a	word	that	describes	an	action,	an	event	or	a	state.	It	tells
you	what	the	subject	of	a	sentence	is	doing.	The	verbs	(like	those	in	the	verb	list	below)	are	usually	the	main	words	in	a	sentence	and	without	them	a	sentence	is	incomplete.	Having	said	that,	how	do	you	recognize	a	verb	in	a	sentence?	Well,	verbs	(like	those	in	the	verbs	list	below)	are	typically	used	after	a	noun	or	a	pronoun.	The	nouns	or	pronouns
in	such	cases,	are	referred	to	as	subjects.		For	example:		Anthony	went	to	the	market.		In	this	case	the	action	of	Anthony	physically	having	went	to	the	market	is	the	verb.		In	this	guide,	verbs	are	categorized	into	a	few	different	lists:		action	verbs	list	linking	verbs	list	helping	verbs	list	irregular	verbs	list	Except	for	the	linking	verb	list,	the	other
categories	break	down	into	different	types.	The	next	list	of	verbs	can	be	physical	or	mental.	The	list	of	helping	verbs	can	be	auxiliary	or	modal.	The	list	of	irregular	verbs	shows	verbs	in	different	tenses.		Learning	the	words	in	each	verb	list	can	help	you	develop	your	English-speaking	skills.	To	make	comprehension	easier,	example	sentences	have	been
provided	in	the	verb	list	sections.	List	of	Action	Verbs	In	an	action	verbs	list,	each	verb	can	be	used	to	state	a	subject’s	action	in	a	sentence.	There	are	two	types	of	action	words	you’ll	find	in	this	list	of	action	verbs.	Type	1:	Physical	The	physical	verb	list	features	action	words.	In	other	words,	the	words	within	a	physical	action	verb	list	usually	describe
an	action	that	someone	or	something	physically	does.	In	a	nutshell,	a	particular	motion	made	using	one’s	body	or	a	tool	to	complete	an	action	is	referred	to	as	an	action	verb.	For	example,	let’s	start	with	a	short	list	of	action	verbs:		All	of	the	words	on	this	short	action	verb	list	describe	physical	actions.	The	verb	list	below	is	a	much	longer	list	of	action
verbs	that	are	useful	to	know.	Physical	Action	Verb	List:	Act	Answer	Approve	Arrange	Break	Build	Buy	Coach	Color	Cough	Create	Complete	Cry	Dance	Describe	Draw	Drink	Eat	Edit	Enter	Exit	Imitate	Invent	Jump	Laugh	Lie	Listen	Paint	Plan	Play	Read	Replace	Run	Scream	See	Shop	Shout	Sing	Skip	Sleep	Sneeze	Solve	Study	Teach	Touch	Turn	Walk
Win	Write	Whistle	Yank	Zip	Hopefully	you	already	recognized	a	few	(or	all)	of	the	words	on	this	action	verbs	list.	They	are	all	very	useful!	If	you	think	you’ll	need	it,	feel	free	to	print	this	action	verbs	list	for	future	reference.			Before	moving	on	from	the	physical	action	verb	list	and	looking	at	the	mental	verbs	list	below,	consider	reading	these	resources
explaining	MLA	format	and	APA	format.	They	could	help	you	understand	how	to	format	your	next	writing	assignment.	Or,	if	you’re	ready,	let’s	move	on	to	the	next	list	of	action	verbs.	Type	2:	Mental	The	second	type	of	action	verbs	list	is	for	mental	action	words.	Mental	action	words	describe	intellectual	processes	that	don’t	happen	physically,	but
rather	take	place	in	your	mind.	Examples	of	mental	action	words	(that	are	part	of	the	action	verb	list	below)	include	think,	feel,	and	want.	List	of	Verbs	Describing	Mental	Action:	Concern	Decide	Dislike	Doubt	Feel	Forget	Hate	Hear	Hope	Impress	Know	Learn	Like	Look	Love	Mind	Notice	Own	Perceive	Realize	Recognize	Remember	See	Smell	Surprise
Please	Prefer	Promise	Think	Understand	It’s	important	to	understand	that	some	mental	action	words	on	this	action	verbs	list	don’t	refer	to	the	literal	use	of	the	word.	For	instance,	the	mental	list	of	verbs	includes	the	words	see,	look,	hear,	and	smell.	These	words	could	also	be	included	on	a	list	of	action	verbs	describing	physical	motion.	When	you
don’t	use	these	words	in	the	literal	sense,	they	become	mental	action	words.	In	other	words,	these	words	could	be	found	on	both	a	physical	and	mental	action	verbs	list.			Here	are	some	examples	showing	the	difference:	Action:	I	can	see	Paul	jumping	up	and	down.	In	this	example	,	you	can	literally	see	Paul	jumping	around.	Mental:	Frank	returned
from	Europe	yesterday?	medicos	del	cielo	secta	I	see.	However,	in	the	above	example	you	can’t	literally	see	Frank	returning	from	Europe.	Instead,	“I	see”	means	to	understand.	Therefore,	‘see	’used	in	this	context	is	a	mental	word.	Action:	These	roses	smell	wonderful.	This	example	refers	to	the	physical	action	of	smelling	flowers	and	comments	on
their	scent.	sivojilikuxurov.pdf	Mental:	Something	smells	funny	about	this	situation.	68880808599.pdf	On	the	other	hand,	in	this	example,	nothing	literally	smells	funny.	
Instead,	it	means	that	there’s	something	strange	and	unusual	about	the	situation.	To	summarize,	there	are	hundreds	of	words	that	could	go	on	an	action	verbs	list.	The	physical	verbs	list	and	the	mental	list	of	verbs	only	include	a	few	basic	words	of	each	type.	There	are	many	more	to	learn	and	they’re	all	fun	to	use.	In	order	to	expand	your	vocabulary,
it’s	helpful	to	study	another	list	of	action	verbs.	For	a	PDF	list	of	action	verbs,	visit	this	site.		The	next	verbs	list	is	a	list	of	linking	verbs.	Even	if	you	don’t	know	what	they	are	yet,	these	words	are	very	important!	Pay	close	attention	to	the	list	of	linking	verbs	below.	You	never	know	when	a	list	of	linking	verbs	might	come	in	handy.	
Linking	Verbs	List	There’s	a	list	of	verbs	that	do	not	describe	any	action.	Instead,	these	words	explain	a	state	of	being	such	as	a	condition	or	relationship.They	are	also	commonly	known	as	linking	verbs,	and	they	make	up	the	linking	verb	list	below.		The	words	in	the	linking	verbs	list	are	words	that	connect	the	subject	of	a	sentence	to	specific
information	about	the	subject.	In	other	words,	linking	verbs	connect	the	subject	to	a	predicate	noun	or	a	predicate	adjective.		A	list	of	linking	verbs	could	also	be	called	a	‘being	verbs	list.’	This	is	because	the	words	within	a	linking	verbs	list	show	a	state	of	being.	You’ll	notice	that	most	verbs	on	the	being	verbs	list	are	forms	of	‘to	be’.	Other	verbs	like
‘become’	and	‘seem’	also	belong	on	a	being	verbs	list.		These	‘being’	verbs	(see	the	list	of	linking	verbs/being	verbs	list	below	for	examples)	are	used	with	subjects	that	are	both	in	past	and	present	tense.	Being	verbs	like	‘was/were’	should	be	used	instead	of	’be’	in	the	past	tense,	and	‘is/am/are’	in	the	present	tense.	running	fred	unblocked	For
instance:		Amy	was	being	cynical.	We	are	being	noisy.	Andrew	was	afraid	of	Luna.	
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You	appear	to	be	scared.	
The	being/linking	words	in	the	sentences	above	are	included	in	the	being	verbs	list	below.	thomas	edison	first	motion	picture	You	can	use	words	in	the	linking	verbs	list	to	connect	the	subject	with	other	words	in	a	sentence.	There	aren’t	as	many	words	on	a	linking	verb	list	as	there	are	on	a	verb	list	for	mental	and	physical	action	words,	but	each	word
in	the	list	of	linking	verbs	is	nonetheless	important.	

Linking	Verbs	List	/	Being	Verbs	List:	Am	Appear	Are	Be	Become	Been	Being	Feel	Grow	Is	Look	Remain	Seem	Smell	Sound	Stay	Taste	Turn	Was	Were	As	you	can	see	on	the	linking	verbs	list	above,	all	forms	of	to	be	are	important	linking	words.	
It	would	be	difficult	to	have	a	conversation	about	yourself	without	using	any	of	the	words	on	this	linking	verbs	list.	Want	to	remember	all	of	these?	Feel	free	to	print	and	save	this	linking	verb	list	for	reference.	You	could	also	look	for	another	linking	verb	list	and	examples	to	study.	Now	that	you’re	well-versed	with	action	words,	and	the	linking	verb
list,	let’s	move	on	to	helping	words.	restaurant	company	profile	template	word	Helping	Verbs	List	Now	that	we’ve	gone	over	the	list	of	linking	verbs	let’s	talk	about	helping	verbs.	A	helping	verb	‘helps’	or	supports	the	main	verb.	There	are	two	types	of	words	within	the	helping	verbs	list:	auxiliaries	and	modals.		Both	auxiliaries	and	modals	add	more
meaning	to	the	main	action	or	the	being	word.	They	can	also	describe	the	period	of	a	physical	or	mental	action	taking		place.	cien	años	de	soledad	pdf	scribd	

They	can	also	add	emphasis	to	your	sentences	and	indicate	an	event	happening.		Auxiliaries	(like	those	in	our	helping	verb	list	below)	extend	the	main	verb	and	help	show	time,	tense	or	possibility.	Examples	of	auxiliary	verbs:	Matthew	is	going	out	for	lunch.		I	have	finished	my	homework.		Modals	indicate	possibility,	ability	or	expectation.	A	list	of
helping	verbs	that	are	modal	are	further	down	this	page,	but	let’s	start	with	a	few	example	sentences;	they’ll	help	us	understand	how	they’re	used.	Examples	of	modals:	Wilson	may	want	to	talk	to	you	again.		Alexa	must	go	to	work	today.	If	you	want	to	learn	how	to	create	complex	sentences,	then	it’s	important	to	study	a	helping	verbs	list.
56655033175.pdf	Here’s	your	first	list	of	helping	verbs.	the	book	of	knowledge	keys	of	enoch	pdf	List	of	Helping	Verbs,	Auxiliaries	Auxiliary	Word	And	all	its	forms…	To	Be	Am,	Are,	Is,	Was,	Were,	Be,	Been	To	Have	Have,	Has,	Had	To	Do	Do,	Does,	Did	So,	how	do	you	know		that	the	words	in	this	auxiliary	helping	verbs	list	are	actually	‘helpful’	or	act
as	standalone	words?	Simply	look	for	other	verbs	(action	or	being	words)	in	the	sentence.	If	you	notice	any	form	of	‘to	be’,	‘to	have’,	or	‘to	do’	before	another	action	or	being	word,	then	you’re	looking	at	a	sentence	with	an	auxiliary.		Using	the	previous	auxiliary	helping	verbs	list,	can	you	figure	out	which	word	is	the	auxiliary	in	the	examples	below?
Charlie’s	mother	is	cooking	breakfast	for	us	tomorrow.	Tina	hasn’t	exercised	today.	puvolivakuvorezik.pdf	Both	modals	and	auxiliaries	can	be	found	on	a	list	of	helping	verbs.	
Modals	are	usually	followed	by	the	infinitive	of	another	verb.	Just	like	the	list	of	linking	verbs,	the	list	of	modals	within	the	list	of	helping	verbs	is	also	small	and	therefore	easy	to	remember.	orbit	model	57894	manual	A	verbs	list	with	modal	verbs	is	given	below.	List	of	Helping	Verbs,	Modals	Can	Could	May	Might	Must	Ought	to	Shall	Should	Will
Would	Here	are	some	examples	of	how	modals,	from	the	above	list	of	verbs,	explain	uncertainty,	obligation,	and	possibility.		I	must	go	to	school	today.	There’s	an	obligation	to	go	to	school.	rometifabi.pdf	You	could	go	to	school	today.	In	this	sentence,	it’s	possible	that	you	will	not	go	to	school	today.	Jennifer’s	not	sick	and	should	go	to	school	today.	And
in	this	sentence,	it’s	possible	that	Jennifer	doesn’t	go	to	school.	concrete	repair	method	statement	If	Tommy	feels	better	tonight,	he	might	go	to	school	tomorrow.	Whereas	in	this	sentence	there’s	a	chance	that	Tommy	may	or	may	not	go	to	school.		Now	that	you	are	well	versed	with	a	linking	verbs	list,	a	list	of	verbs	that	are	‘helpful,’	and	a	verbs	list
for	action	words,	let’s	move	on	to	the	next	section:	a	list	of	irregular	verbs.		Irregular	Verbs	List	The	next	verbs	list	you’ll	look	at	is	the	list	of	action	verbs	that	are	irregular,	thus	they	are	part	of	the	irregular	verbs	list.	So	what	exactly	are	irregular	verbs?	der	gute	mensch	von	sezuan	analyse	Well,	verbs	that	do	not	follow	the	normal	rules	for
conjugation	fall	into	the	irregular	verbs	list.		Basically,	most	‘normal’	words	in	the	past	tense	have	an	-ed	at	the	end.	Examples	include	jumped,	skipped,	and	leaped.		jump	→	jumped	skip	→	skipped	leap	→	leaped	walk	→	walked	This	conjugation	pattern	applies	to	most	words.	However,	irregular	verbs	—	like	those	in	the	irregular	verbs	list	below	—
don’t	follow	this	normal	pattern.	For	example:	These	verbs	shift	tenses	according	to	its	own	set	of	rules,	and	thus	belong	on	our	list	of	irregular	verbs.		The	words	in	the	list	of	irregular	verbs	below	are	shown	with	their	past	simple	and	past	participle	versions.	You	could	say,	that	it	is	also	an	irregular	past	tense	verbs	list.		An	irregular	past	tense	verbs
list	generally	includes	words	like	brought,	were,	became,	etc.	The	irregular	past	tense	verbs	list	below	presents	English	past	tense	verbs.	Irregular	Past	Tense	Verbs	List:	BASE	FORM	PAST	SIMPLE	PAST	PARTICIPLE	Be	Was	or	Were	Been	Become	Became	Become	Bring	Brought	Brought	Build	Built	Built	Catch	Caught	Caught	Draw	Drew	Drawn	Fly
Flew	Flown	Get	Got	Got	Go	Went	Gone	Grow	Grew	Grown	Hold	Held	Held	Learn	Learnt/Learned	Learnt/Learned	Smell	Smelt	Smelt	Did	you	come	across	any	new	verbs	in	this	irregular	verbs	list?	There	are	many	other	words	that	could	be	added	to	this	irregular	past	tense	verbs	list,	but	this	list	of	verbs	is	a	good	start.	Hopefully,	this	list	of	irregular
verbs	(or	irregular	past	tense	verbs	list)	will	help	you	write	your	assignments	with	greater	precision.	Once	you’re	done	studying	the	list	of	irregular	verbs,	visit	this	informative	site	for	further	learning.	Congratulations	on	reviewing	many	verb	list	types!	Now	that	you	have	finished	reading		a	comprehensive	linking	verbs	list	and	studied	a	helpful	list	of
verbs	along	with	an	irregular	verbs	list,	why	not	get	some	help	on	your	next	English	assignment?	The	paper	checker	from	Citation	Machine	Plus	lets	you	make	citations	in	APA	format	and	more	citation	styles.	Try	it	out	today!	Published	March	5,	2019.	Updated	April	16,	2020.	Hi,	I'm	an	English	teacher,	and	I'm	attempting	to	explain	the	difference
between	mental	and	physical	action	verbs	to	my	students.	The	problem	I've	run	into,	however,	is	that	the	line	between	what	constitutes	a	mental	or	physical	action	verb	can	be	blurry	at	times.	For	example,	the	book	I'm	using	to	teach	refers	to	the	verb	"earned"	as	a	physical	action	verb,	when	earning	could	be	understood	as	more	of	a	concept	than	an
actual	physical	action.	Another	example	is	"breaking"	a	world	record;	does	anyone	actually	break	anything?	So,	is	it	more	of	a	concept,	again,	or	an	actual,	physical	action?	If	it's	said	to	be	a	physical	action,	then	shouldn't	it	be	rephrased	appropriately	with	context	where	actual	"breaking"	takes	place?	download_cracked_steam_games.pdf	My
hypothesis	here	is	that	the	attempt	to	strictly	categorize	verbs	as	strictly	mental	or	physical	is	flawed	to	a	certain	degree;	some	verbs	simply	are	ambiguous	to	interpretation.	
If	I	said	that	I	promised	you	something,	that's	technically	a	physical	action	with	mental	functions.	
Now,	if	I	promised	myself	something,	there's	not	much	room	to	escape	the	mental	aspect	of	the	verb,	unless	the	sentence	is	interpreted	as	the	person	saying	to	themselves	that	they	promise	something.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	murky	concept	or	not,	my	students	expect	me	to	know	how	to	explain	this,	so	what	should	I	do?	I	tried	explaining	the	ambiguity
concept	to	them,	but	perhaps	that's	too	advanced	for	them	to	understand.	surrogate	partner	therapy	near	me	Is	it	honestly	a	categorisation	that	is	essential	to	learning?	It	is	a	disastrous	idea	to	try	to	force	all	verbs	into	the	categories	of	physical	and	mental.	If	you	do	want	to	usefully	categorise	verbs,	then	you	will	need	many	more	categories.	Some	of
these	categories	may	be	of	some	use	pedagogically	speaking,	but	this	seems	to	me	an	ultimately	fruitless	task,	given	what	I	assume	are	your	teaching	aims.	earn	cannot	be	considered	as	a	physical	action.	break	a	world	record	cannot	be	considered	as	a	physical	action.	
promise	cannot	be	considered	as	a	physical	action,	but	interestingly	can	be	considered	as	a	member	of	the	set	of	verbs	used	to	perform	speech	acts.	It	is	a	disastrous	idea	to	try	to	force	all	verbs	into	the	categories	of	physical	and	mental.	If	you	do	want	to	usefully	categorise	verbs,	then	you	will	need	many	more	categories.	Some	of	these	categories
may	be	of	some	use	pedagogically	speaking,	but	this	seems	to	me	an	ultimately	fruitless	task,	given	what	I	assume	are	your	teaching	aims.	earn	cannot	be	considered	as	a	physical	action.	break	a	world	record	cannot	be	considered	as	a	physical	action.	promise	cannot	be	considered	as	a	physical	action,	but	interestingly	can	be	considered	as	a	member
of	the	set	of	verbs	used	to	perform	speech	acts.	Does	this	mean	that	I	am	correct	with	how	I've	explained	the	flaw	of	the	categories?	The	ambiguity	concept	did	not	sit	well	with	them	because	they	are	accustomed	to	prescribed	grammar.	They	even	brought	up	the	possibility	of	asking	my	supervisor,	instead.	As	we	all	know,	us	teachers	can	be	prone	to
saving	face,	so	if	someone	tells	them	I'm	wrong,	simply	because	they	do	not	know	the	real	answer	but	want	to	avoid	embarrassment,	I	want	to	be	able	to	stand	my	ground.	That's	why	I'm	asking.	Thanks!	Is	it	honestly	a	categorisation	that	is	essential	to	learning?	I	don't	believe	it	is,	yet	I'm	still	obligated	to	teach	it,	as	I	have	to	go	by	the	book.	So,	my
only	option	is	to	tell	them	that	I	will	not	lower	their	grade	for	any	possible	ambiguous	questions	on	the	test.	I	tried	doing	so,	but	they	suggested	that	they	should	speak	with	my	supervisor,	as	she	knows	"the	most"	about	English	and	would	be	able	to	tell	them	which	verbs	are	physical	or	mental.	I'm	confident	enough	to	stand	my	ground	as	is,	but	other
teachers	agreeing	with	me	would	certainly	provide	a	boost.	I	plan	on	telling	them	that	this	section	of	the	book	clearly	attempts	to	prescribe	grammar,	instead	of	recognizing	the	ambiguities	of	verbs.	Does	this	mean	that	I	am	correct	with	how	I've	explained	the	flaw	of	the	categories?	Personally,	I	don't	think	you've	explained	it	well,	no.	Strictly
speaking,	there's	no	one	correct	way	of	understanding	this	so	I	can	only	give	you	my	view	of	things.	To	avoid	going	too	deep,	I'll	just	make	a	few	comments	about	what	you've	said.	the	line	between	what	constitutes	a	mental	or	physical	action	verb	can	be	blurry	at	times.	Well,	yes.	But	it	doesn't	have	to	be.	You	can	draw	the	line	as	clearly	as	you	like.
Your	supervisor	has	apparently	drawn	it	clearly	in	her	mind.	The	problem	is	that	your	line	doesn't	match	hers.	The	world	and	the	things	in	it	have	no	borders.	The	line	is	drawn	in	your	mind	only.	The	more	you	understand	something,	the	clearer	the	line	is	in	your	mind.	However,	there	shouldn't	be	a	line	here	in	the	first	place.	For	example,	the	book
I'm	using	to	teach	refers	to	the	verb	"earned"	as	a	physical	action	verb,	when	earning	could	be	understood	as	more	of	a	concept	than	an	actual	physical	action.	Anyone	who	knows	the	normal	use	of	the	word	earn	knows	that	it	does	not	describe	a	physical	action.	You	describe	it	as	a	concept?	Okay,	but	what	does	that	mean?	What	makes	something	a
concept	(or	not)?	Another	example	is	"breaking"	a	world	record;	does	anyone	actually	break	anything?	
Yes,	they	break	a	world	record!	But	of	course	a	world	record	is	not	a	physical	thing.	So,	is	it	more	of	a	concept,	again,	or	an	actual,	physical	action?	Again,	call	it	a	concept	if	you	like	but	how	does	that	help?	In	order	to	break	a	world	record,	somebody	must	do	something,	so	yes,	breaking	a	record	involves	doing	something	physical	(running,	juggling,
whatever)	but	when	we	use	the	verb	break	a	world	record,	we're	not	exactly	referring	to	those	actions,	we're	referring	to	a	special	way	that	those	actions	relate/compare	to	other	similar,	precursive	actions.	
Usain	Bolt's	time	of	9.58	is	only	a	record	in	relation	to	every	other	time	run.	If	it's	said	to	be	a	physical	action,	then	shouldn't	it	be	rephrased	appropriately	with	context	where	actual	"breaking"	takes	place?	I	don't	know	what	you	mean	here.	My	hypothesis	here	is	that	the	attempt	to	strictly	categorize	verbs	as	strictly	mental	or	physical	is	flawed	to	a
certain	degree;	My	opinion	is	that	it's	flawed	to	an	extreme	degree.	So	much	as	to	be	completely	useless	philosophically,	and	really	quite	ridiculous	and	counterproductive	even,	pedagogically.	If	I	said	that	I	promised	you	something,	that's	technically	a	physical	action	with	mental	functions.	It's	not	physical,	no.	It's	the	moving	of	the	tongue	that's	a
physical	action.	Whether	it	has	'mental	functions'	depends	on	what	you	mean	by	that.	In	speech-act	theory,	promise	can	be	usefully	considered	a	performative	verb.	I	plan	on	telling	them	that	this	section	of	the	book	clearly	attempts	to	prescribe	grammar,	instead	of	recognizing	the	ambiguities	of	verbs.	Be	careful	you	don't	confuse	grammar	with
semantics.	Grammar	is	really	about	structure	whereas	semantics	is	about	meaning,	as	we're	discussing	here.	I	also	don't	think	that	verbs	are	ambiguous.	
For	me,	that's	not	the	right	word.	The	issue	here	is	not	one	of	ambiguity,	it's	one	of	classification.	So	in	summary,	your	suspicion	that	their	attempt	at	such	a	crude	classification	doesn't	make	sense	is	well-justified.	
The	problem	now	is	how	to	articulate	this	to	them.	I	suggest	you	give	it	some	careful	consideration	before	you	try.	In	that	breaking	a	record,	earning	something	and	promising	something	are	things	that	can	be	observed	by	one	or	more	of	the	five	senses	they	are	concrete/'physical'	in	a	way	that	'mental'	activities	such	as	thinking,	believing	or	hoping,	or
states	such	as	being	are	not.	I,	personally,	see	no	value	in	exercises	requiring	learners	to	label	verbs	in	this	way.	However	if	you	are	obliged	to	do	this,	then	I	do	not	see	many	(if	any)	cases	in	which	there	is	ambiguity.	In	my	opinion,	I	don't	believe	that	the	concept	(idea)	of	breaking	a	world	record,	which	is	all	the	sentence	actually	provides,	constitutes
a	physical	action.	Sure,	you	may	be	able	to	view	whichever	act	has	led	to	a	world	record,	but	that	act	isn't	actually	included	in	the	sentence.	
Similarly,	earning	something	may	result	from	an	act,	but	that	doesn't	necessarily	mean	it	will.	What	if	a	racist	believes	that	a	Black	person	has	"earned"	hatred	because	of	their	skin	color?	Having	a	skin	color	isn't	a	physical	action	anyone	takes.	This	may	be	applied	to	the	"breaking"	example	as	well,	for	one	could	possibly	think	of	world	records	that
require	no	physical	action	on	part	of	the	person	referred	to.	Even	if	you	were	to	believe	that	such	scenarios	are	"reaching,"	that	would	not	change	the	lack	of	an	actual	physical	action	in	the	sentence.	I	don't	think	it's	a	matter	of	ambiguity.	A	verb	can	be	used	in	many	different	ways.	If	a	scenario	is	"reaching",	is	that	a	physical	action	verb?	Well,	it's	an
adjective.	However,	if	you	are	"reaching"	with	an	example,	is	that	a	physical	action	verb?	I	think	the	exercise	is	nonsense.	Personally,	I	don't	think	you've	explained	it	well,	no.	Strictly	speaking,	there's	no	one	correct	way	of	understanding	this	so	I	can	only	give	you	my	view	of	things.	To	avoid	going	too	deep,	I'll	just	make	a	few	comments	about	what
you've	said.	
Well,	yes.	But	it	doesn't	have	to	be.	You	can	draw	the	line	as	clearly	as	you	like.	Your	supervisor	has	apparently	drawn	it	clearly	in	her	mind.	The	problem	is	that	your	line	doesn't	match	hers.	The	world	and	the	things	in	it	have	no	borders.	
The	line	is	drawn	in	your	mind	only.	The	more	you	understand	something,	the	clearer	the	line	is	in	your	mind.	However,	there	shouldn't	be	a	line	here	in	the	first	place.	Anyone	who	knows	the	normal	use	of	the	word	earn	knows	that	it	does	not	describe	a	physical	action.	
You	describe	it	as	a	concept?	Okay,	but	what	does	that	mean?	What	makes	something	a	concept	(or	not)?	Yes,	they	break	a	world	record!	But	of	course	a	world	record	is	not	a	physical	thing.	Again,	call	it	a	concept	if	you	like	but	how	does	that	help?	In	order	to	break	a	world	record,	somebody	must	do	something,	so	yes,	breaking	a	record	involves
doing	something	physical	(running,	juggling,	whatever)	but	when	we	use	the	verb	break	a	world	record,	we're	not	exactly	referring	to	those	actions,	we're	referring	to	a	special	way	that	those	actions	relate/compare	to	other	similar,	precursive	actions.	Usain	Bolt's	time	of	9.58	is	only	a	record	in	relation	to	every	other	time	run.	I	don't	know	what	you
mean	here.	My	opinion	is	that	it's	flawed	to	an	extreme	degree.	So	much	as	to	be	completely	useless	philosophically,	and	really	quite	ridiculous	and	counterproductive	even,	pedagogically.	It's	not	physical,	no.	It's	the	moving	of	the	tongue	that's	a	physical	action.	Whether	it	has	'mental	functions'	depends	on	what	you	mean	by	that.	In	speech-act
theory,	promise	can	be	usefully	considered	a	performative	verb.	Be	careful	you	don't	confuse	grammar	with	semantics.	Grammar	is	really	about	structure	whereas	semantics	is	about	meaning,	as	we're	discussing	here.	I	also	don't	think	that	verbs	are	ambiguous.	For	me,	that's	not	the	right	word.	The	issue	here	is	not	one	of	ambiguity,	it's	one	of
classification.	
So	in	summary,	your	suspicion	that	their	attempt	at	such	a	crude	classification	doesn't	make	sense	is	well-justified.	
The	problem	now	is	how	to	articulate	this	to	them.	I	suggest	you	give	it	some	careful	consideration	before	you	try.	Within	the	context	of	my	post,	I	used	the	term	concept	as	referring	to	an	abstract	idea.	If	a	person	broke	a	world	record,	that	"idea"	is	different	from	the	actual	physical	action	possibly	required	to	"break"	a	world	record.	As	mentioned	in
a	prior	post,	one	could	think	of	world	records	or	things	"earned"	that	require	no	physical	action	on	part	of	the	person	or	thing	referred	to.	Moreover,	the	main	flaw	is	that	we	are	dealing	with	concepts	instead	of	actual,	physical	action	verbs.	If	it's	not	there,	then	who	is	to	say	what	that	verb	was	or	wasn't?	I	haven't	spoken	with	my	supervisor	about	the
topic,	so	I	don't	know	if	there	is	or	isn't	a	line	drawn,	but,	if	there	is	on	my	supervisor's	part,	that	doesn't	change	the	scenario.	I	will	not	prescribe	grammar,	and	when	I	say	grammar	I'm	including	semantics	as	well.	I	believe	the	topic	reaches	into	syntax,	at	least	in	terms	of	analyzing	the	categorization	of	word	choices.	From	what	I've	seen	throughout
all	the	responses	in	this	thread,	fellow	English	teachers	disagree	on	what	constitutes	physical	or	mental	action	verbs,	although	they	all	do	appear	to	agree	on	these	being	flawed	as	categories.	I	will	interpret	this	as	meaning	that	I	can	stand	my	ground	as	to	what	I've	said,	whether	or	not	it's	in	the	best	possible	wording.	If	we	understand	ambiguity	to
signify	"a	type	of	uncertainty	of	meaning	in	which	several	interpretations	are	plausible,	and	therefore	an	attribute	of	any	idea	or	statement	whose	intended	meaning	cannot	be	definitively	resolved	according	to	a	rule	or	process	with	a	finite	number	of	steps,"	then	that	suits	my	case	very	well.	However,	I	definitely	agree	on	that	I	need	to	find	a	simpler
way	of	getting	the	message	across	to	my	students.	On	that	part,	I'm	not	quite	certain	because	it	is	apparent	that	they	are	accustomed	to	clearly	delineated	information,	and,	again,	I	refuse	to	teach	something	that	I	believe	to	be	incorrectly	substantiated.	I,	of	course,	do	not	have	the	final	say	in	the	universe	of	the	English	language,	but	I	should	have	the
final	say	when	it	comes	to	making	sure	content	is	substantiated	appropriately,	in	my	classroom.	If	it	is	not,	I	have	the	right	to	comment	on	that	flaw.	
This	doesn't	mean	the	topic	is	canceled,	but	I	will	instead	stick	to	mental	and	physical	action	verbs	which	can	be	clearly	categorized.	I	don't	think	it's	a	matter	of	ambiguity.	A	verb	can	be	used	in	many	different	ways.	If	a	scenario	is	"reaching",	is	that	a	physical	action	verb?	Well,	it's	an	adjective.	However,	if	you	are	"reaching"	with	an	example,	is	that
a	physical	action	verb?	I	think	the	exercise	is	nonsense.	If	some	verbs	can	be	interpreted	in	a	variety	of	ways,	aren't	they	ambiguous,	then?	By	ambiguous	I	do	not	mean	that	they	are	impossible	to	understand;	I'm	not	going	that	far.	What	I'm	referring	to	is	that	they	could	be	interpreted	in	different	ways,	even	within	a	single	sentence.	I	feel	a	bit
frustrated	that	the	book	led	me	into	the	trap	of	attempting	to	teach	this	its	way	in	the	first	place;	that	probably	added	to	the	doubt	once	the	students	saw	me	backtracking	as	I	realized	the	flaws	of	the	categories.	While	I	have	no	choice	but	to	teach	the	book,	I	will	look	for	possible	flaws	in	the	future,	and	try	to	make	sure	I'm	ready	for	them.	Yes,	you
could	call	it	ambiguous	if	that's	the	easiest	way	to	describe	it	to	your	students.	
Many	single	English	words	are	ambiguous	if	simply	presented	without	a	context,	I	think	-	apart	from	function	words	such	as	'I',	'with',	etc.	We	use	the	same	words	as	verbs	and	nouns	and	adjectives,	etc.	
We	occasionally	get	teachers	here	who	are	unhappy	with	having	to	teach	things	that	are	designed	for	a	certain	level,	but	which	aren't	necessarily	true	in	proper	English	as	it's	used.	I	should	have	the	final	say	when	it	comes	to	making	sure	content	is	substantiated	appropriately,	in	my	classroom.	If	it	is	not,	I	have	the	right	to	comment	on	that	flaw.	This
doesn't	mean	the	topic	is	canceled,	but	I	will	instead	stick	to	mental	and	physical	action	verbs	which	can	be	clearly	categorized.	Yes.	Good	for	you.	Stick	by	your	guns.	Thanks,	guys!	There	are	many	rules	in	the	English	language	that	have	exceptions,	and,	as	teachers,	that's	something	we	have	to	look	out	for.	As	frustrated	as	I	may	be	with	the	book,	it's
my	fault	for	not	seeing	it	coming.	I'm	starting	to	understand	why	certain	teachers	insist	on	supposedly	knowing	things	that	are	unknowable;	students	can	be	harsh	whenever	they	see	weakness	on	part	of	a	teacher,	especially	if	they're	the	"smartypants"	type	that	gets	a	kick	out	of	feeling	like	they're	pointing	out	a	teacher's	errors.	Either	way,
respected	or	not,	I'll	stick	by	my	analysis	of	the	categories,	even	if	it	leads	to	rumors.	They	are	smart	kids,	and	I	saw	that	their	exceptions	were	correct	and	began	to	consider	them	and	agree.	If	accepting	exceptions	is	a	flaw,	then	that's	a	flaw	I'm	happy	to	have,	lol.	Good	teachers	often	know	a	lot	more	about	the	subject	matter	than	the	school
directors.	I	sympathise	that	you	have	to	teach	a	book	like	that.	Be	honest	with	the	kids	and	teach	them	what	you	think	they	should	know.	If	you	can	make	them	see	what	you	see,	they'll	respect	you.	There	are	many	rules	in	the	English	language	that	have	exceptions,	and,	as	teachers,	that's	something	we	have	to	look	out	for.	Also,	let	them	know	that
rules	and	categorisations	are	usually	not	written	in	stone,	but	are	more	like	guidelines,	signposts	and	suggestions.
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