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Technical	design	document	template

Technical	design	document	template	for	data	warehouse.		Technical	design	document	template	salesforce.		Technical	design	document	template	for	power	bi.		Technical	design	document	template	excel.
	Technical	design	document	template	for	games.		Technical	design	document	template	doc.		Technical	design	document	template	for	software	development.		Technical	design	document	template	pdf.		Technical
design	document	template	confluence.		Technical	design	document	template	for	dynamics	crm.		Technical	design	document	template	for	etl.		Technical	design	document	template	for	java.		Technical	design

document	template	for	tableau.		Technical	design	document	template	for	integration.		Technical	design	document	template	agile.	
	

Technical	documentation	refers	to	the	documents	that	describe	the	features	and	functionalities	of	a	product.	netunalunibaketupu.pdf	It	is	most	commonly	created	in	the	software	development	industry	by	development	and	product	teams	and	it	can	fulfill	the	support	needs	of	different	stakeholders	across	an	organization.They	explain	products.	Whether
they	describe	use,	methodology,	functionalities,	features	or	development,	the	end	goal	is	to	explain	a	specific	aspect	of	a	product	to	the	reader.	This	is	true	whether	they're	being	used	in	software	development,	product	development	or	elsewhere.	Technical	documentation	comes	in	many	different	shapes	and	sizes,	but	nowadays	it's	mostly	found	online.
Even	though	it's	normally	written	by	technical	writers,	development	teams,	project	managers,	developers	and	other	industry	experts,	the	best	technical	documentation	conveys	information	simply	and	clearly	so	that	anyone	can	understand	it.	Otherwise	it	does	not	correctly	fulfill	its	purpose.Who	is	technical	documentation	for?Audiences	can	be
anything	from	end-users	to	programmers	to	stakeholders.	It	varies	a	great	deal	depending	on	what	type	of	documentation	we're	talking	about.At	the	end	of	the	day,	however,	technical	documentation	is	normally	written	for	a	product’s	users.	Its	main	goal	is	usually	to	help	users	accomplish	specific	things	with	a	product,	so	end-users	should	always	be
kept	in	mind	when	writing	most	kinds	of	technical	documentation	(especially	product-based	documentation,	as	discussed	below).	Nevertheless,	process-based	technical	documentation	is	usually	written	with	other	audiences	in	mind.	They	can	range	from	developers	to	stakeholders	to	clients	to	other	internal	team	members.	This	kind	of	documentation
is	perhaps	less	used	than	product-based	documentation,	but	its	goal	is	to	provide	a	deeper	look	into	the	different	technical	details	that	make	up	a	product.Why	is	technical	documentation	important?There	are	many	reasons	why	technical	documentation	is	important.	However,	it	comes	down	to	one	essential	benefit.	Technical	documentation	provides
people	with	information	about	a	product.This	statement	might	seem	obvious,	but	let’s	discuss	it	in	a	little	bit	more	detail.	After	all,	a	product	is	truly	useless	if	people	don’t	have	adequate	information	about	it.	A	lack	of	information	leads	to	people	being	unable	to	use	a	product	correctly	or	not	having	the	correct	knowledge	about	a	product	to	truly
understand	it.	From	the	end-user	point	of	view,	technical	documentation	is	essential	because	it	helps	them	use	a	product	effectively.	This	is	doubly	beneficial	for	the	company	behind	the	technical	documentation	because	it	cuts	down	on	customer	service	hours	and	leads	to	happier	users	who	can	troubleshoot	their	own	issues	and	get	their	own
questions	answered.From	an	internal	point	of	view,	technical	documentation	is	important	because	it	gives	people	the	information	they	need	to	effectively	work	on	a	product,	whether	we’re	talking	about	highly	technical	information	or	simply	an	overview	of	planning	and	processes.Whatever	the	case,	products	don’t	always	speak	for	themselves.	That’s
why	we	need	technical	documentation	to	tell	us	all	the	information	we	need	to	know	about	them.The	different	kinds	of	technical	documentation	The	easiest	way	to	differentiate	between	different	types	of	technical	documentation	is	determining	who	they're	written	for.	Generally	speaking,	they	can	be	divided	into	two	categories:	product	documentation
and	process	documentation.1.	Process-based	Put	simply,	process-based	documentation	describes	the	development	of	a	product.	It	doesn't	focus	on	the	end	product,	but	outlines	the	different	steps,	data	and	events	that	make	up	its	progress	and	evolution.	This	kind	of	technical	writing	normally	stays	internal	and	wouldn't	be	of	much	use	or	interest	to
customers	or	end-users	(other	than	external	stakeholders	with	a	vested	interest	in	technical	information	about	a	product's	development).	It's	useful	because	it	describes	the	different	stages	in	a	product's	lifecycle.	test	habilitation	electrique	corrigé	pdf	et	gratuit	en	francais	ExamplesMany	different	technical	product	documents	fall	under	the	process-
based	category.	A	few	common	examples	include:1.	Project	proposals,	objectives	&	timelinesThis	encompasses	anything	related	to	the	initiation,	goals	or	general	planning	of	your	product	development.2.	General	project	standards	&	expectations3.	Product	requirements	documentsThese	comprehensive	documents	outline	key	information,	research,
and	objectives	relating	to	a	new	product,	feature	or	service.	They	normally	encompass	elements	like	goals,	user	personas	&	stories,	release	details,	roadmaps,	wireframes	&	design	details	and	potential	risks	&	dependencies.4.	Project	plans,	project	outlines,	project	summaries	&	project	chartersBasically,	anything	outlining	the	plans	you	have	for	your
product's	development	process.	5.	

Product	roadmaps	&	plans	for	product	releases6.	Project	reports	&	updatesThese	provide	updates	about	your	product	at	a	given	moment	in	time	and	provide	great	overviews	of	the	different	stages	in	your	product's	lifecycle.7.	
Working	papers	Product-based	On	the	other	hand,	product-based	documentation,	sometimes	referred	to	as	user	documentation,	provides	details	about	what	a	finished	product	is	and	how	to	use	it.	Rather	than	explaining	the	development	process,	it	focuses	on	the	end	product.	ExamplesThe	nature	and	style	of	this	kind	of	documentation	varies	a	lot.
Sometimes	it's	written	for	stakeholders,	development	team	members,	programmers,	engineers	and	the	like	who	need	to	dive	further	into	the	technical	details	of	a	product.	Other	times,	it's	written	for	end-users	and	customers	to	help	them	familiarize	themselves	with	a	product.	A	few	common	examples	include:1.	firepower	ministries	with	dr	stella
immanuel	User	guides,	tutorials,	installation	manuals,	troubleshooting	manuals,	FAQs,	knowledge	bases,	wikis	&	other	learning	resourcesThese	are	a	wide	range	of	documents	that	ultimately	provide	end-users	with	information	about	your	product	and	help	them	learn	how	to	use	it.	2.	Release	notesThese	usually	accompany	a	new	product	or	service
and	concisely	describe	it	and/or	its	new	features.3.	User	experience	(UX)	documentsVarious	kinds	of	documents	that	provide	information	about	your	product	in	relation	to	its	users.	This	refers	to	everything	from	user	personas,	use	cases,	style	guides,	mock-ups,	prototypes,	wireframes	&	relevant	screenshots.4.	Other	technical	specifications	like
product	or	software	architecture	design	documents5.	API	documentation6.	
Source	code	documentationEspecially	important	in	software	documentation,	this	is	important	for	product	management	and	knowledge	transfer,	ensuring	that	other	developers	and	programmers	can	work	on	your	product	with	ease	in	the	future.	The	kind	of	documentation	you	provide	depends	on	various	factors,	such	as	whether	your	software	is	open
source	or	not,	but	can	include	things	like	HTML	documentation,	PHP	documentation	and	markdown	information.The	benefits	of	great	technical	documentationThere	are	severals	reasons	why	excellent	technical	documentation	is	so	beneficial	to	the	product	development	process.	Most	importantly,	however,	it	helps	everyone	achieve	their	goals.What	do
we	mean	by	this?	Well,	if	you're	developing	a	product,	your	ultimate	goal	is	that	customers	use	your	product	and	enjoy	doing	so.	If	you're	a	consumer,	your	goal	when	purchasing	a	product	is	to	use	it	effectively	so	that	it	helps	you	solve	a	problem	or	otherwise	provides	you	with	a	service.	Neither	of	these	goals	are	possible	if	people	don't	understand	or
know	how	to	use	a	product.This	is	where	great	technical	documentation	comes	in.	It	empowers	users	with	product	information	and	helps	them	use	it	effectively,	and	it	helps	product	teams	along	in	the	various	stages	of	their	development	process.Here's	the	keyYou	need	to	make	sure	that	your	technical	documentation	is	written	well.	zebco	33	classic
manual	It	needs	to	be	clear	and	easy	for	its	readers	to	use	and	understand.	Otherwise,	it	won't	fulfill	its	purpose	of	helping	everyone	achieve	their	goals.Slite's	free	technical	documentation	template	Excellent	technical	documentation	is	clear,	high-quality	and	easily	accessible.To	help	make	this	a	reality	for	you	and	your	development	team,	Slite's	free
technical	documentation	template	is	here	for	you.Our	elegant,	easy-to-customize	template	will	allow	your	team	to	collaborate	seamlessly	on	your	technical	documentation	and	stay	organized	while	they	do	so.Forget	about	the	headache	that	occurs	when	your	documentation	is	strewn	across	emails,	Microsoft	teams,	GitHub,	Google	Drive	and	the	like.
Using	our	template	will	make	sure	that	all	the	information	you	need	is	in	one	central	place,	so	you	can	focus	your	energy	on	getting	your	creative	juices	flowing	and	writing	great	content.	Just	as	it	should	be.How	to	write	technical	documentation	?When	writing	technical	documentation,	many	people	don’t	know	where	to	begin.	Not	to	worry,	writing
great	technical	documentation	is	a	skill	that	takes	practice.	In	order	to	help	you	out	in	the	meantime,	we’ve	broken	down	some	simple	steps	you	can	follow	to	write	excellent	technical	documentation	in	no	time.1.	Do	your	researchLet’s	face	it,	it’s	impossible	to	write	effective	technical	documentation	if	you	aren’t	100%	crystal	clear	on	the	content
you’re	trying	to	produce.	If	you	already	have	examples,	research,	samples,	and	other	information	to	work	off	of,	you’re	ready	to	proceed	to	step	two.	Nevertheless,	if	you’re	starting	from	scratch,	it’s	absolutely	essential	that	you	do	your	research.	Meet	with	the	team	that	will	be	working	on	the	technical	documentation	in	question,	brainstorm,	and
delegate	different	research	tasks	to	different	team	members.	Ask	yourself	and	your	colleagues	questions	like:What	do	we	want	our	technical	documentation	to	cover?What	goals	or	objectives	do	we	want	our	technical	documentation	to	accomplish?What	information	or	documentation	do	we	currently	have	to	work	with?Will	we	be	using	any	specific
software,	tools	or	style	guides	in	the	development	of	our	technical	documentation?When	do	we	need	to	finish	our	technical	documentation	by?Once	you’ve	gotten	these	questions	answered,	you’ll	be	ready	to	move	forward	with	the	writing	of	your	technical	documentation.	Pro	TipTechnical	documentation	usually	lives	up	to	its	name…	it’s	technical.
Don’t	make	the	mistake	of	assigning	colleagues	writing	tasks	that	they	are	not	realistically	qualified	to	complete.	If	you	feel	like	you	need	to	consult	internal	or	external	experts,	be	sure	to	do	so.	2.	adobe_crack_2019_reddit.pdf	Consider	documentation	designThe	most	important	part	of	technical	documentation	is	the	content.	Nevertheless,	the	way
your	technical	documentation	looks	is	important	too.	An	organized,	visually	appealing	document	will	do	a	lot	better	a	job	of	communicating	information	than	a	chaotic	jumble	of	papers.Accordingly,	there	are	a	few	things	to	keep	in	mind	when	thinking	about	your	documentation	design.	First	of	all,	think	about	structure	and	navigation.	People	usually
use	technical	documentation	in	order	to	find	specific	information	or	a	solution	to	a	problem,	and	they’ll	need	to	do	so	quickly	in	order	for	the	resource	to	be	effective.	Your	documentation	structure	is	very	important	because	of	this.	It’s	a	good	idea	to	categorize	and	sub-categorize	your	information	so	it	can	be	looked	through	quickly.	It’s	even	better	if
your	documentation	has	an	effective	search	function	or	a	dynamic	table	of	contents	that	allows	readers	to	quickly	jump	to	the	information	they	need.	Most	effective	documentation	software	like	Slite	has	features	like	this.	It’s	also	a	good	idea	to	use	a	technical	documentation	template	when	you’re	getting	started.	
This	is	because	it	ensures	that	all	your	documentation	is	visually	consistent	and	well-organized.	Using	a	template	will	also	help	you	make	sure	that	you	don’t	forget	any	essential	details	you’d	like	to	include	in	your	technical	documentation.3.	The	writing	processBy	step	three,	it’s	time	to	get	started	with	the	actual	content	creation	process.	
Meet	with	the	team	that’s	working	on	your	company’s	technical	documentation	and	compile	all	the	research	from	step	one.	Then,	you	can	assign	writing	tasks	to	different	team	members	based	on	their	strengths.	The	best	technical	documentation	is	usually	produced	when:Writers	start	with	outlinesWriters	make	their	documentation	user-
focused	Writers	get	their	work	reviewed	by	other	team	membersOnce	everyone	has	produced	a	first	draft	of	their	technical	documentation	content,	be	sure	to	review,	review,	and	review	again.	It’s	a	great	idea	to	get	another	pair	of	eyes	on	every	single	section	of	your	documentation,	if	not	two.	laxamiletakog.pdf	This	will	ensure	that	the	content	is	not
only	clear,	well	written,	and	grammatically	correct,	but	also	that	it	will	be	effective	for	users.	If	your	technical	documentation	includes	any	how-to	guides	or	steps	to	follow,	make	sure	your	team	members	actually	test	out	those	steps	and	confirm	that	they	accomplish	what	they’re	supposed	to	accomplish.4.	Test	your	documentationYou	may	have
thought	that	you	tested	out	your	documentation	in	the	review	process,	but	think	again.	Once	you’ve	produced	your	finished	technical	documentation,	it’s	important	to	put	it	through	a	testing	phase	and	check	for	organizational	issues,	confusing	information,	and	usability	problems.	In	order	to	accomplish	this	step,	you	should	look	for	external	users	to
test	out	your	documentation.	medex	learning	answers	Have	them	read	through	it,	use	it	to	help	them	in	completing	the	tasks	it’s	supposed	to,	and	provide	you	with	their	honest	feedback.	It’s	important	to	ensure	that	your	testers	are	external	because	they	will	be	looking	at	your	documentation	with	a	fresh	pair	of	eyes	and	won’t	have	any	bias	that	will
affect	their	evaluation.5.	Publish	&	establish	protocol	for	the	futureLook	at	that,	you’re	ready	to	go	with	your	brand	new	technical	documentation!	Once	you’ve	incorporated	any	feedback	and	comments	you	collected	during	the	testing	phase,	you	can	go	ahead	and	publish	your	technical	documentation	for	your	users	to	take	advantage	of!	Nevertheless,
your	journey	with	your	technical	documentation	does	not	end	here.	Technical	documents	are	dynamic	and	go	through	updates	and	changes	in	accordance	with	the	products	they	cover.	bpt	gsm	intercom	manual	As	such,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	establish	a	protocol	that	details	what	needs	to	be	done	when	new	information	needs	to	be	added,	changes	need	to
be	integrated	or	general	maintenance	needs	to	be	made.Many	companies	choose	to	implement	a	maintenance	schedule	for	their	documentation.	They	set	specific	dates	where	they	evaluate	whether	any	changes	need	to	be	made,	so	all	their	information	is	always	up	to	date	and	modifications	never	get	overlooked.Our	technical	documentation	best
practices1.	Make	a	documentation	planRight	off	the	bat,	put	together	a	plan	that	provides	some	orientation	about	what	kind	of	documentation	you're	going	to	assemble.	Consider	the	different	kinds	of	documentation	that'll	be	necessary	for	your	product,	as	well	as	what	they'll	cover	and	what	they	won't.	This	kicks	off	your	documentation	workflow	on
the	right	foot,	and	is	also	a	key	Agile	best	practice.	2.	Be	concise	&	don't	repeat	informationIf	you’ve	already	accomplished	step	one,	this	step	will	be	a	breeze.	You're	putting	a	lot	of	effort	into	your	technical	documentation,	so	make	sure	that	it	turns	out	effective	and	easy	to	use.	Ensure	that	your	writing	is	as	concise	as	possible	and	that	you	don’t
repeat	the	same	information	across	different	documents.3.	Keep	it	consistentIt	might	seem	like	a	small	detail,	but	it's	incredibly	important	for	your	technical	documentation	to	be	consistent.	This	includes	things	like	fonts,	writing	styles,	design,	formatting,	location	and	more.	Establish	guidelines	at	the	beginning	of	your	documentation	development
process	and	stick	with	them.	It's	also	easiest	if	they	align	with	your	company	branding.4.	Think	about	accessibilityIn	order	for	your	technical	documentation	to	be	useful	and	effective,	it	needs	to	be	easily	accessible.	

Make	sure	it's	easy	to	find,	looks	great	across	different	devices	and	browsers	and	always	reflects	the	most	up-to-date	information.	5.	Remember	your	goalWhenever	you're	working	on	a	particular	document,	ask	yourself	or	your	team:	"What	do	I	want	the	reader	to	be	able	to	do	and/or	accomplish	by	reading	this?"	By	keeping	your	goal	in	mind,	you'll
ensure	that	your	documentation	is	helpful	and	action-oriented	without	getting	bogged	down	with	extraneous	details.	6.	Determine	your	audienceThere's	a	wide	variety	of	technical	documentation	types	out	there.	The	easiest	way	to	determine	what	kind	of	document	to	write,	what	kind	of	information	to	include	and	what	language	to	use	is	thinking
about	who	will	ultimately	read	your	documentation.	Possibilities	include	programmers,	engineers,	stakeholders,	project	managers,	end-users	and	more.	example	of	resume	letter	for	applying	job	Ready	to	get	started	with	your	technical	documents?Ready	to	dive	into	the	world	of	technical	documentation?	
Keep	this	guide	as	a	reference	point	and	start	planning	out	the	different	documents	that	will	ultimately	make	up	your	product's	technical	documentation.	The	best	way	to	write	great	technical	documentation	is	through	practice,	and	there's	no	time	like	the	present	to	get	started.	Begin	putting	together	your	documentation	plan	and	outlining	your
content.	Our	free	template	is	here	to	guide	you	and	you'll	be	reaping	the	benefits	of	providing	great	technical	documentation	in	no	time.	Published	inAn	important	skill	for	any	software	engineer	is	writing	technical	design	docs	(TDDs),	also	referred	to	as	engineering	design	docs	(EDDs).	

Here	in	this	article	I	offer	some	advice	for	writing	good	design	docs	and	what	mistakes	to	avoid.One	caveat:	Different	teams	will	have	different	standards	and	conventions	for	technical	design.	There	is	no	industry-wide	standard	for	the	design	process,	nor	could	there	be,	as	different	development	teams	will	have	different	needs	depending	on	their
situation.	What	I	will	describe	is	one	possible	answer,	based	on	my	own	experience.Design	ProcessLet’s	start	with	the	basics:	What	is	a	technical	design	doc,	and	how	does	it	fit	in	to	the	design	process?A	technical	design	doc	describes	a	solution	to	a	given	technical	problem.	It	is	a	specification,	or	“design	blueprint”,	for	a	software	program	or
feature.The	primary	function	of	a	TDD	is	to	communicate	the	technical	details	of	the	work	to	be	done	to	members	of	the	team.	
However,	there	is	a	second	purpose	which	is	just	as	important:	the	process	of	writing	the	TDD	forces	you	to	organize	your	thoughts	and	consider	every	aspect	of	the	design,	ensuring	that	you	haven’t	left	anything	out.Technical	design	docs	are	often	part	of	a	larger	process	which	typically	has	the	following	steps:Product	requirements	are	defined.	learn
sanskrit	through	english	pdf	These	will	typically	be	represented	by	a	Product	Requirements	Document	(PRD).	The	PRD	specifies	what	the	system	needs	to	do,	from	the	perspective	of	a	user	or	outside	agent.Technical	requirements	are	defined.	
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The	product	requirements	are	translated	into	technical	requirements	—	what	the	system	needs	to	accomplish,	but	now	how	it	does	it.	pituzivuduvujaluzivimeli.pdf	The	output	of	this	step	is	a	Technical	Requirements	Document	(TRD).Technical	design.	This	contains	a	technical	description	of	the	solution	to	the	requirements	outlined	in	the	previous
steps.	The	TDD	is	the	output	of	this	step.Implementation.	This	is	the	stage	where	the	solution	is	actually	built.Testing.	The	system	is	tested	against	the	PRD	and	TRD	to	ensure	that	it	actually	fulfills	the	specified	requirements.Between	each	of	these	stages	there	is	typically	a	review	process	to	ensure	that	no	mistakes	were	made.	

If	any	errors,	misunderstandings,	or	ambiguities	are	detected,	these	must	be	corrected	before	proceeding	to	the	next	step.This	process	is	highly	variable;	the	set	of	steps	listed	here	will	change	on	a	case-by-case	basis.	For	example:For	smaller	features	that	don’t	involve	a	lot	of	complexity,	steps	2	and	3	will	often	be	combined	into	a	single	document.If
the	feature	involves	a	large	number	of	unknowns	or	some	level	of	research,	it	may	be	necessary	to	construct	a	proof-of-concept	implementation	before	finalizing	the	technical	design.This	process	also	happens	at	different	scales	and	levels	of	granularity.	A	PRD	/	TRD	/	TDD	may	concern	the	design	of	an	entire	system,	or	just	a	single	feature.	In	most
environments,	the	process	is	also	cyclic	—	each	design/implement	cycle	builds	on	the	work	of	the	previous	one.The	dividing	line	between	TRD	and	TDD	can	be	a	bit	blurry	at	times.	For	example,	suppose	you	are	developing	a	server	that	communicates	via	a	RESTful	API.	If	the	goal	is	to	conform	to	an	already-established	and	documented	API,	then	the
API	specification	is	part	of	the	requirements	and	should	be	referenced	in	the	TRD.	If,	on	the	other	hand,	the	goal	is	to	develop	a	brand	new	API,	then	the	API	specification	is	part	of	the	design	and	should	be	described	in	the	TDD.	(However,	the	requirements	document	still	needs	to	specify	what	the	API	is	trying	to	accomplish.)Writing	the	TDDThese
days,	it	is	common	practice	to	write	technical	docs	in	a	collaborative	document	system,	such	as	Google	Docs	or	Confluence;	however	this	is	not	an	absolute	requirement.	The	important	thing	is	that	there	be	a	way	for	your	team	members	to	be	able	to	make	comments	on	the	document	and	point	out	errors	and	omissions.Most	TDDs	are	between	one	and
ten	pages.	Although	there’s	no	upper	limit	to	the	length	of	a	TDD,	very	large	documents	will	be	both	difficult	to	edit	and	hard	for	readers	to	absorb;	consider	breaking	it	up	into	separate	documents	representing	individual	steps	or	phases	of	the	implementation.Diagrams	are	helpful;	there	are	a	number	of	online	tools	that	you	can	use	to	embed
illustrations	into	the	document,	such	as	draw.io	or	Lucidchart.	You	can	also	use	offline	tools	such	as	Inkscape	to	generate	SVG	diagrams.The	document	should	be	thorough;	ideally,	it	should	be	possible	for	someone	other	than	the	TDD	author	to	implement	the	design	as	written.	For	example,	if	the	design	specifies	an	implementation	of	an	API,	each	API
endpoint	should	be	documented.	If	there	are	subtle	design	choices,	they	should	be	called	out.Avoid	Common	Writing	MistakesProbably	the	most	common	mistake	that	I	encounter	in	TDDs	is	a	lack	of	context.	That	is,	the	author	wrote	down,	in	as	few	words	as	they	could	manage,	how	they	solved	the	problem;	but	they	didn’t	include	any	information	on
what	the	problem	was,	why	it	needed	to	be	solved,	or	what	were	the	consequences	of	picking	that	particular	solution.Also,	it’s	important	to	keep	in	mind	who	the	likely	reader	is,	and	what	level	of	understanding	they	have.	If	you	use	a	term	that	the	reader	might	not	know,	don’t	be	afraid	to	add	a	definition	for	it.It	hardly	needs	to	be	stated	that	good
grammar	and	spelling	are	helpful.	Also,	avoid	the	temptation	for	wordplay	or	“cute”	spelling;	while	programmers	as	a	class	tend	to	like	playing	around	with	language,	I’ve	seen	more	than	one	case	where	excessive	frivolity	ended	up	costing	the	team	wasted	effort	because	of	misunderstandings.	It’s	all	right	to	use	occasional	humor	or	choose	colorful,
memorable	names	for	features	and	systems,	since	that	helps	people	remember	them.	But	don’t	let	your	desire	to	show	off	how	clever	you	are	become	a	distraction.Speaking	of	names,	choose	them	carefully;	as	Mark	Twain	once	wrote,	“Choose	the	right	word,	not	it’s	second	cousin.”	There’s	a	tendency	for	engineers	with	poor	vocabularies	to	use	the
same	generic	terms	over	and	over	again	for	different	things,	leading	to	overloading	and	confusion.	For	example,	naming	a	class	“DataManager”	is	vague	and	tells	you	nothing	about	what	it	actually	does;	by	the	same	token	a	package	or	directory	named	“utils”	could	contain	virtually	anything.	Consult	a	thesaurus	if	you	need	to	find	a	better	word,	or
better,	a	specialized	synonym	database	such	as	WordNet.TDD	TemplateWhen	writing	a	TDD,	it	can	be	helpful	to	start	with	a	standard	template.	The	following	is	a	template	that	I	have	used	in	a	number	of	projects.	365	sex	positions	Note	that	this	template	should	be	customized	where	needed;	you	are	free	to	delete	sections	which	don’t	apply,	add
additional	sections,	or	rename	headings	as	appropriate.
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