
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Inside Track: KCFF26 Delivers Face Time with Canadian Media 
Insiders as Industry Programming Returns, Feb. 27-28 

 
–CREATIVE INDUSTRIES DAY returns to Queen’s University, spotlighting filmmaking,  

TV production, music, and more –  
– Tourism Kingston showcases key locations on exclusive industry tour, headlined by  

the iconic Kingston Penitentiary – 
 

KINGSTON, ON (February 10, 2026) – Executives, creators, and decision-makers from 
Canada's screen industries will gather in Kingston as the Kingston Canadian Film Festival 
announces its professional programming during the five-day celebration of Canadian cinema and 
culture (Feb. 25 – March 1). Representatives from industry pillars including TIFF, the Canadian 
Academy, Bell Media, CBC, New Metric Media, Shaftesbury, Telefilm, and WIFT, join forces with 
key unions, guilds, and cultural organizations for intensive networking and development 
opportunities on Feb. 27 and 28. 
 
The third annual CREATIVE INDUSTRIES DAY (Feb. 27) – an entirely free joint initiative 
between KCFF and Queen's Film & Media with support from the City of Kingston - has quickly 
become one of the festival's signature events. The full-day program at the Isabel Bader Centre 
for the Performing Arts and Tett Centre for Creativity & Learning, delivers targeted panels on 
directing, screenwriting, comedy television, music, and more. Following the formal programming, 
an industry mixer creates direct connections between emerging talent and established 
professionals, with participation from dozens of Festival guests, industry pros, Queen’s alumni, 
key unions, and other organizations involved in the creative industries. New this year is an 
interactive set, tied to a recent Queen’s training production at Kingston Penitentiary. Last year's 
event drew close to 1,200 participants. 
 
"We're seeing KCFF evolve into a genuine industry hub, not just a showcase," observed Alex 
Jansen, Creative Industries Day Director and Continuing Adjunct Lecturer at Queen's Film & 
Media. "The caliber of professionals making time for our students—including Queen's graduates 
now working at the highest levels—speaks to the real value of these connections." 
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Among the confirmed participants are filmmakers Chell Stephen, Evan Dubinsky, Alison Reid, 
and Xiaodan He; comedy creators Shaun Majumder, Mark Montefiore, Sarah Fowlie, and 
Samantha Mastai; and musicians Peter Dreimanis and Leah Fay Goldstein (July Talk). 
 
The next day (Feb. 28), Tourism Kingston's Film & Media office presents an exclusive location 
showcase, offering producers, directors, and location scouts an intimate look at Kingston's 
diverse filming environments, including the S.S. Keewatin, the only Titanic-era steamship still in 
existence. The centerpiece: unprecedented access to Kingston Penitentiary, the only historic 
prison shooting location in North America. Recent shoots at the site include Mayor of Kingstown, 
John Wayne Gacy: Devil in Disguise, The Greatest, and Harlan Coben's I Will Find You. A VIP 
breakfast preceding the tour will spotlight Kingston's growing reputation as a production-ready 
community. 
 
“Kingston offers production teams exactly what they’re looking for: versatility, accessibility, and 
distinctive locations,” noted Joanne Loton, Film Commissioner, Tourism Kingston. “KCFF allows 
us to demonstrate how Kingston stands out as one of Canada’s most versatile and film-friendly 
cities. Our crown jewel, Kingston Penitentiary, along with our diverse architectural and natural 
backdrops, continues to attract top-tier projects—and events like this let us showcase that 
potential firsthand.” 
 
A full list of the dozens of industry professionals expected to attend KCFF can be found here. 
 

# # # 
 
As previously announced, KCFF is proud to present opening night film YOUNGBLOOD. Also 
previously announced are an extensive lineup of music-focused programming as part of the 
Amherst Island Radio Music Series, and engaging comedy programming as part of the 
ShozerTV Comedy Showcase. A total of 15 short films from filmmakers across the country are 
featured in KCFF’s Canadian Shorts program. Additionally, KCFF is proud to showcase local 
Kingston filmmakers in its Doc Factory, 18MM and Slaight Music Video programs, as well as 
KCFF’s Local Shorts program, featuring eight short-form films from Kingston-based talent. 
 
In all, the festival presents more than 100 individual films over more than five dozen screenings. 
The festival also programs more than 30 non-film events, including live music concerts and 
stand-up comedy. Performing this year at KCFFF26 are recently announced musical artists 
Arkells along with Bif Naked, July Talk, Born Ruffians, and Julianna Riolino, as well as 
comedians Shaun Majumder, Mark Forward, K. Trevor Wilson, and Guled Abdi. 
 
KCFF26 wraps up Sunday, March 1 with a closing night event featuring the awarding of nine 
awards, including the Playback Prize for Best Canadian Feature ($5,000) and the Visual 
Menace Best First Feature Award ($2,500), as determined by the festival jury.  
 
Tickets 
While there is plenty of free programming to be enjoyed, most KCFF tickets start at $16.50 and 
passes are $95. For the full lineup, showtimes and tickets, visit kingcanfilmfest.com.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
The 2026 Kingston Canadian Film Festival is presented by TD Bank Group. Premier partners 
are the Slaight Family Foundation, Amherst Island Radio, and Cogeco. Major supporters are 
ACFOMI, Delta Hotels Kingston Waterfront, Downtown Kingston BIA, Kingston Community 
Credit Union, Homestead, Marriott Kingston, Pattison Outdoor Advertising, Shaftesbury, and 
Tourism Kingston. KCFF benefits from the patronage of Diane Blake & Stephen Smith, the 
Norman & Margaret Jewison Charitable Foundation, the McLean Smits Family Foundation, and 
the Catherine & Maxwell Meighen Foundation. Join the KCFF Circle of Supporters here or learn 
about sponsorship opportunities here. 
 
About Creative Industries Day 
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES DAY is a collaboration between KCFF and Queen’s Film & Media, with 
support from the City of Kingston, Arts & Culture Services through the Creative Industries 
Strategy, as well as the Tett Centre for Creativity & Learning. Individual panels and events are 
sponsored by the DGC - Ontario, Experience Ventures, Holiday Inn Kingston Waterfront, IATSE 
Local 411 and IATSE Local 667, Kingston Destination Group, the Kingston Music Office, Sony 
Canada, and the Queen’s University DAN School of Drama and Music as well as the Queen’s 
University Office of Advancement, among others. 
 
About Kingston Film & Media 
As part of Tourism Kingston, the Kingston Film & Media Office offers location tours, financial 
incentives, and local talent and resource coordination for media productions. A natural meeting 
point between Toronto and Montreal, and one of Canada's oldest cities, Kingston and its 
surrounding region offer historic landmarks and heritage architecture. Kingston boasts properties 
from the imposing Kingston Penitentiary, Canada’s oldest maximum-security prison – built in 
1834 and decommissioned in 2013 – to 21st-century high-rises; from Victorian lakeside 
mansions to time-worn motels, diners, and vacated schools. In Kingston, filmmakers can travel 
through the decades – and the centuries – to find the perfect location. 
 
About the Kingston Canadian Film Festival 
The Kingston Canadian Film Festival (KCFF) is Canada’s premier all-Canadian film festival and 
the largest of its kind in the world. For more than a quarter century, KCFF has celebrated the 
diversity, creativity, and vitality of Canadian screen-based storytelling, presenting feature films, 
documentaries, shorts, and music videos that bring filmmakers, artists, and audiences together 
each year in a dynamic festival setting. More than a film festival, KCFF is a multi-disciplinary, 
intersectional cultural event that transforms traditional and unconventional venues across historic 
downtown Kingston into a vibrant, walkable festival hub, featuring live comedy and music, 
exhibitions, industry conversations, workshops, networking events, and community gatherings. 
 
With nearly 100% of films screening at KCFF accompanied by live post-screening Q&As with 
visiting talent, the festival has welcomed leading Canadian filmmakers and performers including 
Atom Egoyan, Deepa Mehta, Alanis Obomsawin, Don McKellar, Mina Shum, Matt Johnson, Jay 
Baruchel, Brigitte Berman, Jim Cuddy and Greg Keelor, Jeff Barnaby, Gerry Dee, Cathy Jones, 
Jeremy Hotz, Bif Naked, Donovan Woods, Gordon Pinsent, and casts from The Kids in the 
Hall, Letterkenny, Trailer Park Boys, Baroness von Sketch Show, This Hour Has 22 Minutes, 
among others. 
 

- KCFF - 
 
For more information: 
scott@hendersonpr.com 
 
 


