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A Legacy of Language
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From Hippocrates to the EHR

Medical terminology began 2,000 years ago to move 

medicine from narrative belief to structured 

observation.

Today, we document in digital infrastructures, but the 

requirement for shared clinical meaning remains.

 "If names are not rectified, speech 
will not accord with reality." 
— Confucius 
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The Semantic Foundation of Modern 
Healthcare

SNOMED CT: The Global Standard
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What is 
SNOMED CT? 

A resource with comprehensive, scientifically 

validated clinical content

The world’s most comprehensive 
multilingual clinical language

Enables consistent representation of clinical 

content for processing in electronic health records

Maps to many international standards, 

including but not limited to ICD-10, MedDRA, 

GMDN, LOINC, ICNP etc.

Used in more than eighty countries



How does 
SNOMED CT work?
A consistent means to index, store, retrieve, and 
aggregate clinical data, reducing the variability in 
how data are captured, encoded and used.

Link concepts to other 
concepts whose meaning 

is related in some way.
Support aggregation and 

queries

Represent clinical 
thoughts. Every concept 

has a unique numeric 
identifier.

Enable meaning-based 
queries

Link human readable terms 
to concepts.

Assist searching for 
concepts and provides 
multi-lingual support

  

Concepts – numerical codes that represent clinical 
terms organized in hierarchies
Descriptions – text descriptions of Concepts
Relationships – relationships between Concepts

   Click here to learn more >

Concepts Descriptions

Relationships

A consistent means to index, store, 
retrieve, and aggregate clinical data, 
reducing the variability in how data 
are captured, encoded and used.
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https://www.snomed.org/five-step-briefing
https://www.snomed.org/five-step-briefing
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SNOMED CT top hierarchies

Clinical finding Disorders, symptoms／signs

Procedure Surgical procedures, exams, lab tests, nursing care, mgmt procedures

Body structure Systems, tissues, organs

Observable Height, weight, blood pressure

Pharmaceutical/
biological products

Antibiotics, vitamins, hormones, anaesthetics

Specimen Blood, urine, biopsy specimen

Organism Bacteria, virus, animal, plant

Substance Biological／chemical substance, plasma, protein

Environment or 
geographical location

Countries, languages, hospital, department, clinics, community environment
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Who are the Clinical 
Terminologists?
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THE UNIQUE SKILL MIX

Clinical Understanding: Insight into workflows, medical language, and anatomy.

Terminology Standards: Applying Cimino’s Desiderata and ISO 704:2022 principles.

Technical Capability: SQL, FHIR APIs, and Terminology Server management.

Stakeholder Engagement: Bridging the gap between clinicians and developers.
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MAIN AREAS OF WORK

Authoring

Creating and maintaining 

clinical building blocks.

Mapping

Validating links between 

legacy systems and 

standards.

Release Mgmt

Governing the evolution of 

change requests.

Implementation

Building value sets and 

decision-support artifacts.

QA

Monitoring coding quality 

and reducing ambiguity.
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Thank You
Join the conversation @ forums.snomed.org


