
 
MINOR ARCANA  

The Quick Reference Framework 
 

 

If you're new to Tarot, you don't need to memorize 78 cards all at once. 

A simple way to understand the Minor Arcana is to remember four key anchors: 

Aces = Potential 

Every Ace represents a seed being planted. 

A new opportunity, idea, relationship, mindset, or path is emerging. The energy is present, but it 
has not yet fully developed. 

Ask: What is trying to begin? 

 

 

Fives = The Turning Point 

Fives often introduce friction, challenges, conflict, uncertainty, or change. 

While uncomfortable, they serve an important purpose. They push us out of stagnation and 
invite growth, adaptation, and transformation. 

Ask: What is this challenge trying to teach me? 

 

Tens = Completion 

Tens represent the end of a cycle. 

A lesson has been learned, a chapter is closing, or a goal has been reached. Completion often 
creates the space for a new beginning. 

Remember: In numerology, 10 reduces back to 1 (1 + 0 = 1), reminding us that every ending 
contains the seed of a new beginning. 

Ask: What is coming full circle? 



 

Court Cards = Embodying the Energy 

Court Cards often represent people, personality traits, levels of maturity, or ways of expressing 
an energy. 

Rather than asking "Who is this person?" it can be helpful to ask: 

●​ What qualities am I being called to embody? 
●​ How am I showing up in this situation? 
●​ What level of maturity is being asked of me? 

Pages learn.​
Knights act.​
Queens embody inner mastery.​
Kings embody outer mastery. 

Together, they show us how the lesson is being lived, expressed, and integrated. 

 

The Formula 

Number = What stage of the journey you're in​
Suit = Where it's happening​
Court Card = How the energy is being expressed 

Once you understand those three pieces, even the most complex Tarot card becomes much 
easier to interpret. 
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