7-Last Plagues: Literal and Future

By: David D. Bell


I have heard it asked if the plagues have occurred in the past and if they are literal. This is an important question, and if it has been asked by one, almost assuredly it has been asked by others. Let's investigate the answer to this very important question together. Some of the answer have already been investigated, reasoning stated and checked, and presentations prepared. In these cases; although the conclusion is briefly stated, one must read the information that is provided at the URL provided.
PART ONE - THE 7-LAST PLAGUES ARE FUTURE:


During our past investigations it has been established by our research as a theological fact that the 7-Last Plagues follow the 7-Trumpets. As of 2012, two of the seven trumpets have blown. This does not mean that all of their implications and effects have ceased, but that is when they have begun. The full explanation of this (the first and second trumpet research has been completed so far...) can be found at: http://www.bellresearchlab.com/Home_Page.html Click the link for "1st_Trumpet_of_Revelation_8:7".
PART TWO - THE 7-LAST PLAGUES ARE LITERAL:


After reading the material on the first trumpet warning (at the link provided above), facts about the literal nature and/or aspects of the plagues will begin to emerge. The 7-last plagues are not judgment mixed with mercy (as the 7 trumpets are), these are the wrath of God poured out upon the wicked without mixture (Revelation 14:10).
The following are some Bible verses that are on the topic of the wrath of God:

1. "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;" Romans 1:18 (KJV)

2. "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." John 3:36 (KJV)
3. "11And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 17And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh." Revelation 19:11-21 (KJV)

4. "17ecompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 18If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 19Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 20Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good." Romans 12:17-21 (KJV)

5. "Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the Lord thy God to wrath in the wilderness: from the day that thou didst depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious against the Lord." Deuteronomy 9:7 (KJV)

AN OPPORTUNITY TO REPENT IS ALWAYS GIVEN:


Before God's wrath is physically manifested, there is always a period to repent. Let's look at a few examples:

1. 4"Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;" Romans 2:4-5 (KJV)

2. "1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins: 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)" Ephesians 2:1-5 (KJV)

3. "Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him." Romans 5:9 (KJV)

4. "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23 (KJV)

5. "Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off." Romans 11:22 (KJV)

THE EXECUTION OF GOD'S WRATH IS ALWAYS A PHYSICAL EVENT:


As has been shown in previous examples, whenever God's wrath is poured out, either mixed with mercy or not, there is always physical punishment of the wicked involved. Note that in the examples cited below, the wicked were destroyed.
1. The destruction of the world by Flood-Genesis 6:17 (KJV)

2. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah-Genesis 19:24 (KJV)


In all these cases if the individuals do not change their ways and follow after truth and righteousness, then they will experience God's wrath and in all cases this is a literal punishment. We know that in cases where there is true repentance, we are given a promise that the prophesied physical destruction will be stayed. "7At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; 8If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them." Jeremiah 18:7 and 8 (KJV) One example where God's wrath was held in check after repentance was in the story of Jonah and the town of Nineveh found in the book of Jonah. Jonah presented Nineveh God's (conditional) prophecy that if the city did not turn from their evil and repent their city will be overthrown in 40 days. The king heeded the message and the city remained intact.


Since the plagues do not fall until after probation closes (all cases have been decided) the plagues are poured out without mercy on the wicked. All have been given ample opportunity to repent and change their ways. Terrible death and destruction is described when the final judgments fall upon the earth. The book of Revelation gives us some sobering words regarding those that receive the mark of the beast and their (literal) fate; "9And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:" Revelation 14:10 (KJV) Therefore; based on the weight of evidence, the 7 last plagues are all literal judgments and punishments (the wrath of God) that will transpire in the future against the wicked.
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