Preparation for the Final Crisis - Bible Study Guide
CHAPTER 1 - Reform Movement Within the Church
NEED FOR REFORM:


Ellen White talks about; "A revival of true godliness among us…".  What (if any) importance does she place on this?  ["A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our needs.  To seek this should be our first work."- Selected Messages, Volume 1, page 121]

What does Ellen White signify as:  Revival?  ["Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from the spiritual death."-Christian Service, page 42]

What does Ellen White signify as:  Reformation?  ["Reformation signifies a reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices."- Christian Service, page 42]

Revival and reform are interwoven together, both must occur.  Soon a revival occurs leading to the onset of reform that must occur within the church.


"Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth…", what must occur?  ["Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth there will be among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since apostolic times."-The Great Controversy, page 464]
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REFORM:

True or false; will there be a counterfeit reform?  [True]

What are some common features of the false reform?  ["The time has come for a thorough reformation to take place.  When this reformation begins, the spirit of prayer will actuate every believer and will banish from the church the spirit of discord and strife."-Testimonies to the Church; Volume 8, page251]

How will the leaders in the church fall?  ["He said the leaders in the church would all fall through self-exaltation, and another class of humble men would come to the front, who would do wonderful things…"-Selected Messages Book 2, page 64]

In Selected Messages, Volume 2, (page 16) Ellen White warns us that "Fanaticism will appear in the very midst of us."  In Gospel Workers (page 170) She instructs us that "When the Lord works through human instrumentalities, when men are moved with power from on high, Satan leads his agents to cry, 'Fanaticism!' and to warn people not to go to extremes.  Let all be careful how they raise this cry…"


"William Miller had no sympathy with those influences that led to fanaticism.  He declared, with Luther, that every spirit should be tested by the word of God…In the days of the Reformation its enemies charged all the evils of fanaticism upon the very ones who were laboring most earnestly against it.  A similar course was pursued by the opposers of the advent movement."--The Great Controversy, page 396 & 397

What does she go on to say about the value of the true and counterfeit?  ["When the power of God testifies as to what is truth, that truth is to stand forever as the truth.  No after suppositions contrary to the light God has given are to be entertained."-Selected Messages Book 1, page 161]

Is new light or unknown knowledge (to us) going to be brought fourth?  [Yes!!!  The following quotations from the pen of inspiration provide some relevant points crucial to our understanding:

“The end is near! We have not a moment to lose! Light is to shine forth from God’s people in clear, distinct rays, bringing Jesus before the churches and before the world.... The instrumentalities to be used are those souls who gladly receive the light of truth which God communicates to them. These are God’s agencies for communicating the knowledge of truth to the world. If through the grace of Christ His people will become new bottles, He will fill them with the new wine. God will give additional light, and old truths will be recovered, and replaced in the frame-work of truth; and wherever the laborers go, they will triumph.  As Christ’s ambassadors, they are to search the Scriptures, to seek for the truths that have been hidden beneath the rubbish of error. And every ray of light received is to be communicated to others. One interest will prevail, one subject will swallow up every other,–Christ our righteousness."-Sons and Daughters of God, page 259

"When new light is presented to the church, it is perilous to shut yourselves away from it.  Refusing to hear because you are prejudiced against the message or the messenger will not make your case excusable before God….  And to speak with contempt of those whom God has sent with a message of truth, is folly and madness….  They are not to make up their minds that the whole truth has been unfolded, and that the Infinite One has no more light for His people."-Counsels on Sabbath School Work, page 32

"New light will ever be revealed on the word of God to him who is in living connection with the Sun of Righteousness.  Let no one come to the conclusion that there is no more truth to be revealed.  The diligent, prayerful seeker for truth will find precious rays of light yet to shine forth from the word of God.  Many gems are yet scattered that are to be gathered together to become the property of the remnant people of God.  But light is not given simply to be a strength to the church, but to be shed upon those who are in darkness.  The people of God are to show forth the praises of Him who hath called them out of darkness into His marvelous light.  Christ has said of His people, 'Ye are the light of the world,' and it is the mission of the light to shine out and illuminate the darkness."-Counsels on Sabbath School Work, page 34


"God has been pleased to communicate His truth to the world by human agencies, and He Himself, by His Holy Spirit, qualified men and enabled them to do this work.  He guided the mind in the selection of what to speak and what to write.  The treasure was entrusted to earthen vessels, yet it is, nonetheless, from Heaven."-The Great Controversy, page vi

"There is yet much precious truth to be revealed to the people in this time of peril and darkness, but it is Satan's determined purpose to prevent the light of truth from shining into the hearts of men.  If we would have the light that has been provided for us, we should show our desire for it by diligently searching [interesting choice of words!] the word of God.  Precious truths that have long been in obscurity are to be revealed in a light that will make manifest their sacred worth; for God will glorify His word, that it may appear in a light in which we have never before beheld it. [emphasis added]"-Counsels on Sabbath School Work, page 25]

In the near future, new light will go out to the world that Satan will ferociously try to counter and impede.  We must therefore be prepared and know how to identify new light.  What are the three characteristics of authentic new light that Fernando mentions in Chapter 1?  [The following three criteria, that new light must successfully pass, are critical for our understanding:

1) It will be 100% in accord with the Word of God, and it will not depend on any whimsical and unbalanced interpretation of Scripture.  "Men and women will arise professing to have some new light or some new revelation whose tendency is to unsettle faith in the old landmarks.  Their doctrines will not bear the test of God's Word, yet souls will be deceived."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 295
2) It will not contradict any of the basic truths already established as immovable pillars in the doctrinal structure of the church.  "He [God] does not give one man new light contrary to the established faith of the body.  In every reform men have arisen making this claim."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 291

3) Those who proclaim the new light will not be infatuated with the idea that they are superior to their brethren, and that God has chosen them, bypassing His people.  This, in general, is the exalted view leaders of so-called "reform movements" hold of themselves.  "God has not passed His people by and chosen one solitary man here and another there as the only ones worthy to be entrusted with His truth.-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 291  "Let none be self-confident, as though God had given them special light above their brethren,  Christ is represented as dwelling in His people."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 291
THE HEART OF THE REFORMATION:

What causes the shaking?  ["I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans…Some will not bear this straight testimony.  They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's people."-Early Writings, page 270]

A "straight testimony" / "frank message of love" will be demonstrated in the new light.  A few examples, in PowerPoint format, are:  "The Saturday Sabbath", "The Holy Trinity", "The State of the Dead", "The Ten Commandments", "The Mark of the Beast", "The Nature of Christ", and "The Latter Rain".  For additional information and to view the presentations visit http://www.bellresearchlab.com/

Is Jesus happy with us if we are lukewarm and not too extreme one way or the other?  [Revelation 3:15, 16 "Thou art neither cold nor hot:  I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold not hot, I will spew thee out of My mouth."]

What is one way to spot these half-hearted Christians?  ["They do not engage thoroughly and heartily in the work of God, identifying themselves with its interests; but they hold aloof and are ready to leave their posts when their worldly personal interests demand it.  The internal work of grace is wanting in their hearts."-Testimonies Volume 4, pages 87 & 88]

How long does God promise help in completing the work that He began in us?"  [Philippians 1:6 "Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:"]

Is repentance a requirement?  [Revelation 3:19 "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten:  be zealous therefore, and repent."]

What, does the above verse imply, are the three parts of repentance?  [1) Recognition of sin, 2) sorrow for sin, and 3) a desire to forsake it.]

Why has God not accomplished a greater work with us (as a whole)?  ["…the reason it has not accomplished a greater work is because of the hardness of their hearts.  But God has given the message time to do its work.  The heart must be purified from sins which have so long shut out Jesus.  This fearful message will do its work.  When it was first presented, it led to close examination of heart.  Sins were confessed, and the people of God were stirred everywhere…"-Testimonies for the Church Volume One, page 86]

What is the gold that Christ mentions that we must have?  ["The gold mentioned by Christ, the True Witness, which all must have, has been shown me to be faith and love combined, and love takes the precedence of faith."-Testimonies for the Church; Volume Two, page 36]

What are the two classes of righteousness?  [The two classes of righteousness are justification and sanctification.  "The righteousness by which we are justified is imputed; the righteousness by which we are sanctified is imparted.  The first is our title to heaven, the second is our fitness for heaven."-Messages to Young People, page 35]

From the quote above, what is imputed to us?  ["The righteousness by which we are justified is imputed…"-Messages to Young People, page 35]

What is imparted to us?  ["By the wedding garment in the parable is represented the pure, spotless character which Christ's true followers will possess…It is the righteousness of Christ, His own unblemished character, that through faith is imparted to all who receive Him as their personal Saviour."-Christ's Object Lessons, page 310]

List the five points, given in the text, of the righteousness of Christ by which we are justified (imputed).  [1) Granted freely, 2) our right to heaven, 3) justifies us in God's sight, 4) received entirely by faith, and 5) repentance, confession and acceptance of Christ as our personal savior."]

List the four points given in the text, of the righteousness of Christ by which we are sanctified (imparted).  [1) Given to us in a gradual process of Christian growth, 2) our fitness for heaven, 3.) sanctifies us in God's sight, and 4) received by means of faith.]

Will the justification and sanctification process to be made worthy of heaven be easy and painless?  ["Christ has given us no assurance that to attain perfection of character is an easy matter.  A noble, all-round character is not inherited.  It does not come to us by accident.  A noble character is earned by individual effort through the merits and grace of Christ....It is formed by hard, stern battle with self.  Conflict after conflict must be waged against hereditary tendencies.  We shall have to criticize ourselves closely, and allow not one unfavorable trait to remain uncorrected."-Christ Object Lessons, Page 331]

How can we become impregnable to the assaults of Satan?  ["When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart.  A change is wrought which man can never accomplish for himself.  It is a supernatural work, bringing a supernatural element into human nature.  The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world…  A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly agencies is impregnable to the assaults of Satan."-The Desire of Ages, page 324]

According to the Holy scriptures, how can we avoid being double-minded?  [James 4:7-8 "Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.  Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye doubleminded."]

Is it possible to keep the ten commandments?  Christ did everything at the cross right?  Was Christ immune to temptation while on earth as a man?  [The following quotes are a good start at answering these important questions:


"Satan could find nothing in the Son of God that would enable him to gain the victory.  He had kept His Father's commandments, and there was no sin in Him that Satan could use to his advantage.  This is the condition on which those must be found who shall stand in the time of trouble.


It is in this life that we are to separate sin from us, through faith in the atoning blood of Christ.  Our precious Savior invites us to join ourselves to Him, to unite our weakness to His strength, our ignorance to His wisdom, our unworthiness to His merits.  God's providence is the school in which we are to learn the meekness and lowliness of Jesus.  The Lord is ever setting before us, not the way we would choose, which seems easier and pleasanter to us, but the true aims of life.  It rests with us to co-operate with the agencies which Heaven employs in the work of conforming our characters to the divine model.  None can neglect or defer this work but at the most fearful peril to their souls[emphasis added]."-The Great Controversy, Page 623

"It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man's nature, even when Adam stood in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been weakened by four thousand years of sin. Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the working of the great law of heredity. What these results were is shown in the history of His earthly ancestors. He came with such a heredity to share our sorrows and temptations, and to give us the example of a sinless life.


Satan in heaven had hated Christ for His position in the courts of God. He hated Him the more when he himself was dethroned. He hated Him who pledged Himself to redeem a race of sinners. Yet into the world where Satan claimed dominion God permitted His Son to come, a helpless babe, subject to the weakness of humanity. He permitted Him to meet life's peril in common with every human soul, to fight the battle as every child of humanity must fight it, at the risk of failure and eternal loss.  [emphasis added]"-Desire of Ages, pages 48 & 49


Christ is our example and should strive to be like him.  If Christ had any other nature other than our own (as sinners), He would have been an invalid sacrifice, not being able to be tested in "all ways" Satan and the angelic host would have made issue of this.  We may need to wait until Jesus' return before we get an answer to this, but the host of heaven must know this to be true otherwise trouble would follow.]

Please visit us online and view the PowerPoint presentation titled:  "The Nature of Christ" for additional information on this as well as many other topics.  http://www.bellresearchlab.com/
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