Preparation for the Final Crisis - Bible Study Guide
CHAPTER 3:  The Latter Rain
SYNTHESIS:


Let us read the following passages and list the corresponding functions of the Holy Spirit.
1) John 16:8 [To convince of sin, of justice, and of judgment, producing repentance in the heart.]
2) John 14:26 & 16:13 [To direct the mind in the study of the Word of God, guiding it into all truth.]
3) John 14:26 & Mark 13:11 [To bring to remembrance4 in moments of necessity or emergency truths of Bible passages already studied.]
4) Romans 8:26 [To intercede for us before the Father when we pray, interpreting and perfecting our supplications.]
5) Romans 8:16 [To give us proof or internal assurance that we are children of God.]
6) Acts 1:8 [To enable the children of God to proclaim the gospel with success and with power.]
DESCRIPTION:

There is a latter rain; is there a former rain?  [Joel 2:23 "Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God:  for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month."]

What is one of the promises regarding last day prophecy and visions?  [Joel 2:28-29 "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:  And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit."]

How long will the Holy Spirit be with us, providing His wonderful comfort and insight?  ["To the end of time the presence of the Spirit is to abide with the true church."-The Acts of the Apostles, page 54 & 55]
PURPOSE:


What is the purpose of the latter rain?  ["At that time the 'latter rain,' or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues shall be poured out."-Early Writings, page 86]
IMPORTANCE AND NECESSITY:

What is essential to our progress?  ["There is no place for us to rest in a careless attitude…A connection with the divine agency every moment is essential to our progress.  We may have had a measure of the Spirit of God, but by prayer and faith we are continually to seek more of the Spirit.  It will never do to cease our efforts.  If we do not progress, if we do not place ourselves in an attitude to receive both the former and the latter rain, we shall lose our souls, and the responsibility will lie at our own door."-Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, pages 507 & 508]
PROMISES AND WILLINGNESS OF GOD:


Why do we not see the Holy Spirit in everyone?  ["It is not because of any restriction on the part of God that the riches of His grace do not flow earthward to men…If all were willing, all would be filled with the Spirit…"-The Acts of the Apostles, page 50]
CONDITIONS:

Is the promise of the Holy Spirit to the church unconditional?  ["Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the promise belongs to us as much as to the first disciples.  But like every other promise, it is given on conditions."-The Desire of Ages, page 672]

What are five conditions, pointed out in the text, necessary for us to receive the Holy Spirit?  [Five of the conditions, including proving quotes, are listed below:

1) To feel the need of the Spirit and to pray for His presence.  "Let us, with contrite hearts, pray most earnestly that now, in the time of the latter rain, the showers of grace may fall upon us.  At every meeting we attend our prayers should ascend, that at this very time God will impart warmth and moisture to our souls."-Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, page 509
2) To experience first the early rain.  "We may be sure that when the Holy Spirit is poured out those who did not receive and appreciate the early rain will not see or understand the value of the latter rain."- Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, page 399

3) To be willingly used and guided by the Spirit.  "They do not surrender the soul to b e guided and controlled by the divine agencies.  We cannot use the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit is to use us."-The Desire of Ages, page 672

4) To eliminate dissensions and misunderstandings.  "Let Christians put away their dissensions, and give themselves to God for the saving of the lost.  Let them in faith ask for the blessing, and it will come."-The Desire of Ages, page 827
5) To surrender self.  "When one is fully emptied of self, when every false god is cast out of the soul, the vacuum is filled by the inflowing of the Spirit of Christ."-Gospel Workers, page 287]
RESULTS OF THE LATTER RAIN:


What are some of the results of the latter rain?  ["As the members of the body of Christ approach the period of their last conflict, 'the time of Jacob's trouble,' they will grow up into Christ, and will partake largely of His Spirit.  As the third message swells to a loud cry, and as great power and glory attend the closing work, the faithful people of God will partake of that glory.  It is the latter rain which revives and strengthens them to pass through the time of trouble.  Their faces will shine with the glory of that light which attends the third angel."-S. D. A. Bible Commentary; Vol. 7, page 984]

What happens to people who have been sheltered or prevented from hearing the truth; will they ever get a chance to hear it?  ["The honest who had been prevented from hearing the truth now eagerly laid hold upon it.  All fear of their relatives was gone, and the truth alone was exalted to them.  They had been hungering and thirsting for truth; it was dearer and more precious than life.  I asked what had made this great change.  An angel answered, 'It is the latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.'"-Early Writings, page 271]

What causes the third angel's message to be proclaimed with great power?  ["The prophecies in the eighteenth of Revelation will soon be fulfilled. During the proclamation of the third angel's message, 'another angel' is to 'come down from heaven, having great power,' and the earth is to be 'lightened with his glory.' The Spirit of the Lord will so graciously bless consecrated human instrumentalities that men, women, and children will open their lips in praise and thanksgiving, filling the earth with the knowledge of God, and with His unsurpassed glory, as the waters cover the sea.


Those who have held the beginning of their confidence firm unto the end will be wide awake during the time that the third angel's message is proclaimed with great power."-S. D. A. Bible Commentary; Volume 7, page 984]

For more information, please visit http://www.bellresearchlab.com/ and view the file entitled:  "The Latter Rain"
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