Preparation for the Final Crisis - Bible Study Guide
CHAPTER 4:  The Shaking
SYNTHESIS:


In order for the great multitude of God's people to be sealed, they need to be identified.  The tares or weeds must be separated from the wheat.  The process to accomplish this is called the shaking.  Where do we find this process described in the Bible?  [Amos 9:9 "For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth."]

What does Fernando say are the four basic causes of the shaking?  [1) Religious carelessness and indifference, 2) persecution because of the enforcement of Sunday laws, 3) failure on the part of some to accept the message of Christ to the Laodicean church, a message of repentance and reform, and 4) voluntary superficiality of knowledge in respect to divine truth, so that false doctrines deceive.]
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCESS:

What does Ellen White tell us will happen to false / unstable doctrines that can not be supported adequately by the scriptures.  ["…everything that can be shaken will be shaken, and those things that cannot be shaken will remain."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Nine, page 62]

Simultaneously there is a shaking of the people.  How will we know who will stay?  Who do you think decides this (group, person, etc…)?  ["God is sifting His people.  He will have a clean and holy church.  We cannot read the heart of man.  But the Lord has provided means to keep the church pure."-Testimonies for the Church Volume One, page 99]

Are we are instructed to stay with the unrighteous?  ["Come out from among them, and be ye separate…"-Testimonies for the Church Volume Eight, page 41]
CAUSES:

1) Religious carelessness and indifference.  ["The careless and indifferent, who did not join with those who prized victory and salvation enough to perseveringly plead and agonize for it; did not obtain it, and they were left behind in darkness."-Early Writings, page 271]
2) Persecution because of the enforcement of Sunday laws.  ["As the defenders of truth refuse to honor the Sunday Sabbath, some of them will be thrust into prison, some will be exiled, some will be treated as slaves…"]
3) Failure on the part of some to accept the message of Christ to the Laodicean church, a message of repentance and reform.  ["Some will not bear this straight testimony.  They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's people.


I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded.  The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded.  This testimony must work deep repentance; all who truly receive it will obey it and be purified."-Early Writings, page 270]
4) Voluntary superficiality of knowledge in respect to divine truth, so that false doctrines deceive.  ["God's Spirit has illuminated every page of Holy Writ, but there are those upon whom it makes little impression, because it is imperfectly understood.  When the shaking comes, by the introduction of false theories, these surface readers, anchored nowhere, are like shifting sand."-Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel workers, page 112]

I have heard it said, even in the Seventh-day Adventist church, that everything was done at the cross and that it is not necessary to keep God's commandments.  Is this based on solid fact and logic?  ["As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition."-The Great Controversy, page 608]
NOTE:  For more truth on this specific topic, go to http://www.bellresearchlab.com/; under the "Advanced Research" tab, take a look at the presentations entitled "Angels Will Keep You", and "The Nature of Christ".

Why will the "surface readers" be in danger of being deceived?  ["The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and confusion.  Satan, clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the very elect.  There will be gods many and lords many."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 80 & 81]
THE TIME:

When will the shaking occur?  ["Just as soon as the people of God [144,000] are sealed in their foreheads--it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come."-S. D. A. Bible Commentary; Volume 4, page 1161]

The question must be addressed; Didn't Ellen White believe that the shaking time was occurring while she was alive?  ["I saw that we are now in the shaking time."-Testimonies, Volume 1, page 429"]

She wrote this some time between 1855 and 1909.  Ellen White had, what I would call, a progressive understanding of truth through out her life.  From the first quote above it is clear that she was given additional details into issues that needed sharpening for our understanding.

DIRECTIONS ON HOW TO AVOID FALLING:

What can and/or should we do to pass successfully through the shaking time?  ["Those who belong to the Lord's kingdom must work earnestly for the saving of souls.  They must do their part to bind up the law and seal it among the disciples."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Six, page 332]

A student of God's teachings may ask, "What can I do; what SHOULD I do?  [The pen of inspiration gives us yet additional clues:  "The Lord will not excuse those who know the truth if they do not in word and deed obey His commands.  If we make no effort to win souls to Christ we shall be held responsible for the work we might have done, but did not do because of our spiritual indolence.  Those who belong to the Lord's kingdom must work earnestly for the saving of souls.  They must do their part to bind up the law and seal it among the disciples."-Testimonies, Volume 6, page 332]

Will people remain in leadership positions if they do not keep pace with the light of the third angels' message.  ["Those who have rendered supreme homage to 'science falsely so called' will not be the leaders then.  Those who have trusted to intellect, genius, or talent will not they stand at the head of rank and file.  They did not keep pace with the light.  Those who have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the flock….True godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it."-Testimonies, Volume 5, page 80 & 81  "Not having received the love of the truth, they will be taken in the delusions of the enemy…"-Testimonies, Volume 6, page 400 & 401.]

Will all false teachings be done away with in God's church?  ["The people of God will draw together and present to the enemy a united front.  In view of the common peril, strife for supremacy will cease…"-Testimonies, Volume 6, page 400 & 401]
CHURCH WILL NOT FALL; SINNERS WILL BE SIFTED OUT:


Will the Seventh-day Adventist Church collapse during the shaking?  ["Satan will work his miracles to deceive; he will set up his power as supreme.  The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall.  It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out--the chaff separated from the precious wheat.  This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it must take place.  None but those who have been overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony will be found with the loyal and true, without spot or stain of sin without guile in their mouth.  We must be divested of our self-righteousness and arrayed in the righteousness of Christ."-Selected Messages Book 2, page 380 [emphasis added]]
NOTE:  If the truth is accepted and the way be prepared for us by allowing our minds to receive the path that will be placed beneath our feet we will instead of fighting against it, embrace and welcome it making our journey to eternal union with Christ as painless as possible.


For more information, please visit http://www.bellresearchlab.com/  Presentations and/or lessons specific to chapter 4:  "Angels Will Keep You", and "The Nature of Christ".
Bell Research Laboratory
Page #1
2-Jul-2010

©2010, David Douglas Bell (All Rights Reserved)

