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1. According to John the Revelator, God will have a "remnant" people in the last days who will be identified by these characteristics:
a. They "keep" _["the commandments of God"]_. (Rev. 12:17; 14:12)

["And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:17 (KJV)]
b. Let's read Revelation 14:12 "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." This seems to imply an action to the phrase "patience of the saints"; what is the "patience of the saints"?

["Let all unite with these chosen agents, and be found at last among those who have the patience of the saints, who keep the commandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus."(emphasis added)-The Review and Herald, September 12, 1893, paragraph 11.

"Unless they repent, the time will come when they will look upon the utter failure of their life work. Man's wisdom, exercised without Christ's guidance, is a dangerous element.

Any recognition or exaltation gained apart from God is worthless, for it is not honored in heaven. To have the approval of men does not win God's approval. Those who would be acknowledged by God in the day of judgment must here listen to His counsels and be governed by His will. Only thus can they receive the rich blessings that will fit them to receive His commendation. They must hold fast to the truth until the end, refusing to be drawn from their allegiance by ambitious projects. They must put away from them every vestige of prevarication, because God will acknowledge no falsehood."(Manuscript 135, 1902.)-Manuscript Releases Volume Fourteen, (1990), pages 156 &157.]
c. They also "have" _[the testimony of Jesus Christ]_ (Rev. 12:17), which he subsequently defines as "the Spirit of prophecy." (Rev. 19:10, KJV)

["And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." Revelation 19:10 (KJV)]
2. What two interesting and highly significant metaphors does EGW employ to describe the function/role of the remnant in the work of God? "_[representatives]_" and "_[ambassadors]_." (45:2)

["By the great cleaver of truth He has cut them out from the quarry of the world and brought them into connection with Himself. He has made them His representatives and has called them to be ambassadors for Him in the last work of salvation. The greatest wealth of truth ever entrusted to mortals, the most solemn and fearful warnings ever sent by God to man, have been committed to them to be given to the world; and in the accomplishment of this work our publishing houses are among the most effective agencies."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Seven, (1902), page 138.]
3. In addition to fulfilling Isaiah 58:12 (43:2), their unique task is characterized as:

["And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in." Isaiah 58:12 (KJV)]
a. Vindicating the _[law]_ of God. (43:3)
b. Proclaiming "the most _[solemn]_ and _[fearful]_ warnings ever sent by God to man" (45:2)--the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd _[angels' messages]_ of Revelation 14:8-12. "There is no _[other work]_ of so great importance," and "they are to allow _[nothing else]_ to absorb their attention." (46:0)

["And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:8-12 (KJV)]
4. In addition to the doctrine of Christ's second advent, which Bible doctrines did EGW especially single out as significant, important "landmark" doctrines?
a. The heavenly _[sanctuary]_ and its _[cleansing]_.
b. The _[three angel's]_ messages of Revelation 14.
c. The _[commandments]_ of God, especially the _[Sabbath of the fourth]_ commandment.
d. The _[nonimmortality]_ of the wicked (and of all others, as well!) (44:4; 45:0)
5. In the earliest days of the advent movement it became increasingly "evident" that
"_[some]_ form of _[organization]_" would be necessary if they were to avoid two undesirable consequences:
a. "Great _[confusion]_" and
b. The inability to carry forward the work "_[successfully]_ ." (46:1)
6. EGW used three related terms to describe how things are done in heaven, which should also characterize God's work (and workers) on the earth:
a. "_[order]_"
b. Thorough "_[discipline]_"
c."_[organization was essential]_" (46:2)
7. Five reasons, offered by EGW, as to why the early SDA church needed to organize are:
a. "To provide for the _[support]_ of the _[ministry]_."
b. To carry forward God's "work in _[new]_ fields."
c. To protect both churches and ministry from "_[unworthy members]_ ."
d. To enable them to hold legal title to "_[church property]_ ."
e. To enable them to legally own and operate institutions, especially _[publication of the truth through the press]_. (46:1)
8. In 1875 EGW wrote "that which can be said of men under certain circumstances cannot be said of them under other circumstances" (3T 470; 5T 670); and concerning her own inspired writings she added in 1911, "Nothing is ignored; nothing is cast aside; but time and place must be considered" (1SM 57). In other words, some things may be true at one time and not true at another, depending upon changed circumstances. This is well illustrated in the matter of decisions of the General Conference--in world session assembled (55:4; 56:0)--being respected by church leaders and members as "the voice of God" on earth, as it relates to the work of the gospel.

["That which can be said of men under certain circumstances cannot be said of them under other circumstances. Men are weak in moral power and so supremely selfish, so self-sufficient and so easily puffed up with vain conceit, that God cannot work in connection with them, and they are left to move like blind men and to manifest so great weakness and folly that many are astonished that such individuals should ever have been accepted and acknowledged as worthy of having any connection with God's work. This is just what Satan designed. This was his object from the time he first specially tempted them to reproach the cause of God and to cast reflections upon the Testimonies. Had they remained where their influence would not have been specially felt upon the cause of God, Satan would not have beset them so fiercely; for he could not have accomplished his purpose by using them as his instruments to do a special work.

In the advancement of the work of God that which may be said in truth of individuals at one time may not correctly be said of them at another time. The reason of this is that one month they may have stood in innocency, living up to the best light they had, while the month following was none too short for them to be overcome by Satan's devices and, through self-confidence, to fall into grievous sins and become unfitted for the work of God."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Three, pages 470 & 471.]
a. In 1875 she wrote:
(1) "God has invested His church with special _[authority]_ and _[power]_ which no one can be justified in _[disregarding]_and _[despising]_, for in so doing he despises the _[voice]_ of _[God]_." (47:4)
(2) "God has bestowed the power under heaven upon His church.
It is the _[voice]_ of God in His united people in church capacity which is to be _[respected]_." (47:5; 48:0)
b. But in the 1890s a change came which caused her no longer to consider the actions and decisions of the General Conference as "the voice of God" (50, 51). Two problems in particular surfaced among top GC leaders:
(1) "Altogether too many _[weighty responsibilities]_ were given to a _[few men]_"; and
(2) "Some" of these leaders were unconverted and did "not make God their _[Counselor]_." (49:5)
c. But a change came at the 1901 GC Session (54, 55), and even though some leaders still did not change their ways and remained unconverted (57, 58), probably the majority of those elected and re-elected were consecrated, and EGW again reverted to her prior 1875 position.
(1) In 1909 she wrote, "God has ordained that the representatives of His church from all parts of the earth, when assembled in a General Conference [session], shall have _[authority]_. (56:1)
(2) And in 1911 the words she chose (in The Acts of the Apostles, page 164, cited in 56:2) are almost identical to her original words in 1875 (in Testimonies for the Church Volume Three, page 417, cited in 47:4)!

[It is a good idea to always keep the following in mind when discussing points of theology:


"Self is mingled too much with all your labors. Your will must be molded by God's will, or you will fall into grievous temptations. I saw that when you labor in God, putting self out of sight, you will realize a strength from Him which will give you access to hearts. Angels of God will work with your efforts when you are humble and little in your own eyes. But when you think you know more than those whom God has been leading for years, and whom He has been instructing in the truth and fitting for the extension of His work, you are self-exalted and will fall into temptations.

You need to cultivate kindness and tenderness. You need to be pitiful and courteous. Your labors savor too much of severity and an exacting, dictatorial, overbearing spirit. You are not always kindly considerate of the feelings of others, and you create trials and dissatisfaction needlessly. More love in your labors, and more kindly sympathy, would give you access to hearts and would win souls to Christ and the truth."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Three, page 417.]
9. EGW predicted that as we near the end of time, "more and more" SDAs will be led "astray" by men and women arising and claiming they had the same gift she had and were receiving visions from God as she did. This will happen not only in North America but also in other countries. And she gave a two-word test that must be applied before such are accepted as authentic and genuine:
"When God gives you _[clear evidence]_ that the vision is from Him, you may accept it, but do not accept it on any other evidence. . . ." (44:3)
General notes regarding the Seventh-day Adventist Church:


The church was going to be called the "Church of God" but the Holy Spirit gently guided events and moved the believers, knowing the second coming and the Sabbath were vital beliefs, and our early pioneers chose the name "Seventh-day Adventists".

The Christian lady who brought the Sabbath truth to our early brethren was a seventh
-day Baptist. Wikipedia says she "persauded" the group to accept the seventh-day Sabbath it happened by God's grace and the working of the Holy Spirit.

Rachel Oakes Preston (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia):
Rachel (Harris) Oakes Preston 
Born 2 March 1809(1809-03-02)
Vernon, VT
Died 1 February 1868(1868-02-01) (aged 58)
Occupation Member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, author
Spouse Amory Oakes (widowed),
Nathan T. Preston

Rachel (Harris) Oakes Preston (2 March 1809-1 February 1868) was a Seventh Day Baptist who persuaded a group of Adventist Millerites to accept Saturday, instead of Sunday, as Sabbath. This Sabbatarian group organized as the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 1863.

Born in Vernon, Vermont, Rachel, daughter of Sylvanus Harris, first joined the Methodist Church. After marrying Amory Oakes, Rachel moved to Verona, New York, where her husband soon died. In 1837 Rachel and her daughter, Rachel Delight Oakes, joined the Seventh Day Baptist Church of Verona. In 1843 the widowed Rachel and her daughter moved to Washington, New Hampshire, where her daughter would teach school. While attending the "Christian Brethren" church with her daughter, Rachel tried to present her views on seventh-day Sabbath. However, the congregation, being Millerites, were focused in preparing for the Second Coming of Christ, which they earnestly thought would occur in 1843 or 1844.

Due to Rachel's influence, Frederick Wheeler (1811-1910), an ordained minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and promoter of the prophetic teachings of William Miller, preached his first sermon on seventh-day Sabbath to his "Christian Brethren" congregation on 16 March 1844.

Further due to Rachel's influence, William Farnsworth (1807-1888), after the Great Disappointment of 22 October 1844, stated publicly to the "Christian Brethren" congregation his conviction that Saturday, being the seventh day of the week, was Sabbath. His brother Cyrus (who became the husband of Rachel’s daughter Delight), and several others, also made their convictions known.

Later, when Rachel married Nathan T. Preston, she was referred to as Rachel Oakes Preston.
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