Preparation for the Final Crisis - Bible Study Guide
CHAPTER 5:  The Finishing of God's Work-The Loud Cry
SYNTHESIS:


The people of God have a message to pass along to all the world.  How would you rate the importance of the message?  ["Here is shown the nature of the work of the people of God.  They have a message of so great importance that they are represented as flying in the presentation of it to the world.  They are holding in their hands the bread of life for a famishing world.  The love of Christ constraineth them.  This is the last message.  There are no more to follow, no more invitations of mercy to be given after this message shall have done its work."--Testimonies For The Church Volume Five, page 206 & 207]

What does the verb "flying" mean in prophecy?  [Move rapidly.  This is evidenced within the following texts:  1 Samuel 15:19, Job 5:7, Psalms 55:6, Psalms 90:10, Proverbs 23:5, Isaiah 31:5, Isaiah 60:8, Jeremiah 48:40, Ezekiel 13:20, Hosea 9:11, Zechariah 5:1, Revelation 8:13, Revelation 14:6.  "When God sends to men warnings so important that they are represented as proclaimed by holy angels flying in the midst of heaven, He requires every person endowed with reasoning powers to heed the message."-The Great Controversy, page 594]


Who spreads this final message?  Isn't it going to be a well known TV evangelist?  ["It is not alone by men in high positions of responsibility, not alone by men holding positions on boards or committees, not alone by the managers of our sanitariums and publishing houses, that the work is to be done which will cause the earth to be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  This work can be accomplished only by the whole church acting the part under the guidance and in the power of God."--Testimonies For The Church Volume Eight, page 47]
DESCRIPTION:

When, in the sequence of events, does the loud cry occur?  ["Then will the message of the third angel swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth will be lightened with the glory of the Lord." --Testimonies For The Church Volume Six, page 401]

To what does "Babylon" refer?  ["In Revelation 14, the first angel is followed by a second, proclaiming, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” [Revelation 14:8.] The term Babylon is derived from Babel, and signifies confusion. It is employed in Scripture to designate the various forms of false or apostate religion. In Revelation 17, Babylon is represented as a woman, a figure which is used in the Bible as the symbol of a church, a virtuous woman representing a pure church, a vile woman an apostate church ["A vile woman", it does not say that this is the ONLY apostate church when the final call is made to leave her.  However, towards the end, the Roman Catholic Church will unite with Satan's "new and more exalted system of religious faith" to make THE super apostate church of Satan.]."-The Great Controversy, page 380]

On page 75, Fernando describes the work of "God's commandment-keeping people".  The work is begun and then, after a while, does something wonderful happen?  ["Then I saw another mighty angel commissioned to descend to the earth, to unite his voice with the third angel, and give power and force to his message.  Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and as he descended, the earth was lightened with his glory.  The light which attended this angel penetrated everywhere, as he cried mightily, with a strong voice, 'Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.'"--Early Writings, page 277]

What is an important timing clue that is given in the quote above?  [Babylon the great falls while the third angel's message is going out and is 'super-charged' during the shaking to finish the work.  Key Biblical texts on this include:  Romans 9:27-28 "Isaiah also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved:  for He will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness:  because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.", Matthew 24:14 "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.', and Revelation 10:7 "In the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished."]
A SPECIAL TIME FOR A MORE CLEAR AND DIRECT MESSAGE:


What is the last message that will be given to the world?  ["Revelation 18 points to the time when, as the result of rejecting the threefold warning of Revelation 14:6-12, the church will have fully reached the condition foretold by the second angel, and the people of God still in Babylon will be called upon to separate from her communion."--Last Day Events, page 199]

How will the laborers be qualified?  ["The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary institutions.  Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which God gives them."-The Great Controversy, page 606]


When will the fall of Babylon be complete?  ["Not until this condition shall be reached, and the union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished throughout Christendom, will the fall of Babylon be complete."-Last Day Events, page 198]
A RAPID AND MIRACULOUS WORK:

"When divine _[power]_ is combined with human _[effort]_, the work will spread like fire in the _[stubble]_."-Last Day Events, page 207

Compare the power and strength of the last message to that of the midnight cry in 1844.  ["I saw that this message will close with power and strength far exceeding the midnight cry."-Last Day Events, page 202]


What are some of the comparisons between the time of the Day of Pentecost and the final preaching of the truth?  ["The people will hear the truth in their own tongue, the sick will be healed and other miracles will be wrought, a spirit of intercession will be seen like the great Day of Pentecost.  Will open and close with a manifestation of the power of God.  Prophecies will be fulfilled at the end of the loud cry as they were at the start of the gospel being preached.  The servants of God's faces will be lighted up.  Thousands of voices will proclaim the message."-Last Day Events, page 202 & 203]

What was the Day of Pentecost like?  ["'And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.' The Holy Ghost, assuming the form of tongues of fire divided at the tips, and resting upon those assembled, was an emblem of the gift which was bestowed upon them of speaking with fluency several different languages, with which they had formerly been unacquainted. And the appearance of fire signified the fervent zeal with which they would labor and the power which would attend their words.


Under this heavenly illumination the scriptures which Christ had explained to them stood forth in their minds with the vivid luster and loveliness of clear and powerful truth. The veil which had prevented them from seeing the end of that which was abolished was now removed, and the object of Christ's mission and the nature of His kingdom were comprehended with perfect clearness."-The Story of Redemption, page 242]

BENEFITS OF THE CONTROVERSY:


What will happen when "…efforts made to retard the progress of truth…" are made?  [It will backfire!  "The efforts made to retard the progress of truth will serve to extend it.  The excellence of truth is more clearly seen from every successive point from which it may be viewed.  Error requires disguise and concealment.  It clothes itself in angel robes, and every manifestation of its real character lessens its chance of success."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 454]
SATAN'S OPPOSITION TO THE LOUD CRY:

During the shaking, there is a special period of time called the "hour of temptation" [emphasis added].  What is happening on earth during this period?  [The hour of temptation is when Satan is on the earth pretending to be Christ working false miracles.

"There shall be arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Matt. 24:24.  The enemy is preparing to deceive the whole world by his miracle-working power. He will assume to personate the angels of light, to personate Jesus Christ.


So far as his power extends, he will perform actual miracles. Says the Scripture: 'He . . . deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do,' not merely those which he pretends to do. Something more than mere impostures is brought to view in this scripture. But there is a limit beyond which Satan cannot go, and here he calls deception to his aid and counterfeits the work which he has not power actually to perform. In the last days he will appear in such a manner as to make men believe him to be Christ come the second time into the world. He will indeed transform himself into an angel of light.


He will come personating Jesus Christ, working mighty miracles; and men will fall down and worship him as Jesus Christ. We shall be commanded to worship this being, whom the world will glorify as Christ.


Just before us is 'the hour of temptation [emphasis added], which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.' Revelation 3:10. All whose faith is not firmly established upon the word of God will be deceived and overcome. Satan works 'with all deceivableness of unrighteousness' to gain control of the children of men, and his deceptions will continually increase. But he can gain his object only as men voluntarily yield to his temptations. Those who are earnestly seeking a knowledge of the truth and are striving to purify their souls through obedience, thus doing what they can to prepare for the conflict, will find, in the God of truth, a sure defense. 'Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee' (verse 10), is the Saviour's promise. He would sooner send every angel out of heaven to protect His people than leave one soul that trusts in Him to be overcome by Satan."--Maranatha, page 207]

Can we discover what happens to the faithful during this time as well as what special promise that is made?  [Revelation 3:10 "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation [emphasis added], which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth."  "The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third angel has already begun in the revelation of the righteousness of Christ, the sin pardoning Redeemer.  This is the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory shall fill the whole earth."--Selected Messages Book one, page 363]

What should we do to prepare for all of this?  ["Christians should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise, and this preparation they should make by diligently studying the Word of God and striving to conform their lives to its precepts."-Last Day Events, page 66]
FALSE RELIGIOUS REVIVALS:


What deception will Satan use to appear to be helping us?  ["Through spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactor of the race, healing the diseases of the people, and professing to present a new and more exalted system of religious faith; but at the same time he works as a destroyer.  His temptations are leading multitudes to ruin."-The Great Controversy, page 589]

Will even the apostles appear to have come back from the dead?  ["The apostles, as personated by these lying spirits, are made to contradict what they wrote at the dictation of the Holy Spirit when on earth.  They deny the divine origin of the Bible."-The Great Controversy, page 557]
NOTE:  There is evidence to support the hypothesis that Satan's personation of Jesus' 2nd coming occurs during the third trumpet judgment warning.  He will descend on "fire" in a similar fashion as Jesus; a most compelling replica.
TWO CONDITIONS NECESSARY FOR FINISHING THE WORK:


Looking at page number 84, Fernando makes the point that all that is necessary in order for the Most High to make bare His holy arm is that the people whom He desires to use comply with two indispensable conditions:  1.)_[sanctification]_, and 2.)_[activity]_.


Regarding sanctification:  [Joshua 3:5 "Sanctify yourselves:  for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you."]

Regarding sanctification and activity:  [Zechariah 4:6 "Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."]

Regarding activity:  ["The Lord will not excuse those who know the truth if they do not in word and deed obey His commands.  If we make no effort to win souls to Christ we shall be held responsible for the work we might have done, but did not do because of our spiritual indolence.  Those who belong to the Lord's kingdom must work earnestly for the saving of souls.  They must do their part to bind up the law and seal it among the disciples."-Testimonies, Volume 6, page 332]

For more information, please visit http://www.bellresearchlab.com/  Presentations and/or lessons specific to chapter 5:  "The 3rd Trumpet of Revelation 8:10 & 11".
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