Chapter 5 -- Devotional Life of the Remnant

pages 63-74
1. What twofold life should every Christian live? (63:2)

["We must live a twofold life -- a life of thought and action, of silent prayer and earnest work. All who have received the light of truth should feel it their duty to shed rays of light upon the pathway of the impenitent. They should be witnesses for Christ in our offices as verily as in the church. God requires us to be living epistles, known and read of all men. The soul that turns to God for its strength, its support, its power, by daily, earnest prayer, will have noble aspirations, clear perceptions of truth and duty, lofty purposes of action, and a continual hungering and thirsting after righteousness. By maintaining a connection with God we shall be enabled to diffuse to others, through our association with them, the light, the peace, the serenity, that rules in our hearts, and set before them an example of unwavering fidelity to the interests of the work in which we are engaged."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Four, (1876-1881), pages 459 and 460.]
2. You should "pray as though the _[efficiency and praise]_ were all due to God, and _[labor]_ as though _[duty]_ were all your own." (63:3)
3. What is suggested as the topic of a "thoughtful hour each day"? (64:4)

["It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each day in contemplation of the life of Christ. We should take it point by point and let the imagination grasp each scene, especially the closing ones."-The Desire of Ages, (1898), page 83.]
4. How might we keep the Spirit from abiding with us? (65:4)

["The Spirit illumines our darkness, informs our ignorance, and helps us in our manifold necessities. But the mind must be constantly going out after God. If worldliness is allowed to come in, if we have no desire to pray, no desire to commune with him who is the source of strength and wisdom, the Spirit will not abide with us. Those who are unbelieving do not receive the rich endowment of grace that would make them wise unto salvation, patient, forbearing, quick to perceive and appreciate heavenly ministrations, quick to discern Satan's devices, and strong to resist sin. God can not do his mighty work for them because of their unbelief."-The Review and Herald, May 19, 1904 paragraph 8.]
5. How only will we be able to stand through the last great conflict? (66:3)

["None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict."-The Great Controversy (1888), pages 593 and 594.]
6. What are some of the values of committing Scripture to memory? (66-68)

["Several times each day, precious golden moments should be consecrated to prayer and the study of the scriptures, if it is only to commit a text to memory, that spiritual life may exist in the soul. We should take one verse and concentrate the mind on the task of ascertaining the thought which God has put in that verse for us until it becomes our own, and we know 'what saith the Lord.'"-The West Michigan Herald, October 26, 1904 paragraph 9.

"God's precious word is the standard for youth who would be loyal to the King of heaven. Let them study the Scriptures. Let them commit text after text to memory, and acquire a knowledge of what the Lord has said; and then let his word be strictly obeyed. When tested, and in trial, let the youth spread out the word of God before them, and with humble hearts, and in faith, seek the Lord for wisdom to find out his way, and for strength to walk in it. The Lord loves his children, and with a devotion stronger than that of a mother for her child; for in response to the question, "Can a woman forget her child?" the Lord, by his prophet, says, She "may forget, yet will I not forget."-The Youth's Instructor, August 3, 1887 paragraph 2.

"Build a wall of scriptures around you, and you will see that the world cannot break it down. Commit the Scriptures to memory, and then throw right back upon Satan when he comes with his temptations, "It is written." This is the way that our Lord met the temptations of Satan, and resisted them. Be determined that you will not live without the presence and light and love of Jesus, and then you will have precious victories, and will know who is the Source of your strength."-The Review and Herald, April 10, 1888 paragraph 9.

"Let those who work for the higher classes bear themselves with true dignity, remembering that angels are their companions. Let them keep the treasure house of mind and heart well filled with 'It is written.' Hang in memory's hall the precious words of Christ. They are to be valued far above silver or gold."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Six, (1901), page 81.

"Keep a pocket Bible with you as you work, and improve every opportunity to commit to memory its precious promises."-The Review and Herald, April 27, 1905.

"Urge our people to become familiar with the Word of God. In their study, the students in our schools should commit to memory portions of the Word. The time will come when many will be deprived of the written word. But if this word is printed in the memory, no one can take it from us; and it is a talisman that will meet the worst forms of error and evil."-Manuscript Releases Volume Twenty, page 64.

"Study the Word of God. Commit its precious promises to memory so that, when we shall be deprived of our Bibles, we may still be in possession of the Word of God."-Manuscript Releases Volume Ten, page 298.]
7. The three angels' messages are a "_[perfect]_ chain of _[truth]_," and "an _[anchor]_ to the people of God." (68:2)
8. What are the dangers of doubting "where there is any chance to be disbelieving"? (68:3-69:0)

["The advocates of truth expect fierce and cruel opposition from their open enemies, but this is far less dangerous than the secret doubts expressed by those who feel at liberty to question and find fault with what God's servants are doing. These may appear to be humble men; but they are self-deceived, and they deceive others. In their hearts are envy and evil surmisings. They unsettle the faith of the people in those in whom they should have confidence, those whom God has chosen to do His work; and when they are reproved for their course they take it as personal abuse. While professing to be doing God's work they are in reality aiding the enemy."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, (1882-1889), pages 273 and 274.]
9. The servants of Christ "are to prepare no set speech" for future trials. What are they to do instead? (69:2)

["The servants of Christ are to prepare no set speech to present when brought to trial for their faith. Their preparation is to be made day by day, in treasuring up in their hearts the precious truths of God's Word, in feeding upon the teaching of Christ, and through prayer strengthening their faith; then, when brought into trial, the Holy Spirit will bring to their remembrance the very truths that will reach the hearts of those who shall come to hear.

God will flash the knowledge obtained by diligent searching of the Scriptures, into their memory at the very time when it is needed. But if they neglect to fill their minds with the gems of truth, if they do not acquaint themselves with the words of Christ, if they have never tasted the power of His grace in trial, then they can not expect that the Holy Spirit will bring His words to their remembrance. They are to serve God daily with their undivided affections, and then trust Him.—S. S. W., October, 1896."-Testimonies on Sabbath-School Work, (1900), pages 106 and 107.]
10. What is often a consequence of controversy? (70:1)

["I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge of present truth, know not what they believe. They do not understand the evidences of their faith. They have no just appreciation of the work for the present time. When the time of trial shall come, there are men now preaching to others, who will find, upon examining the positions they hold, that there are many things for which they can give no satisfactory reason. Until thus tested, they knew not their great ignorance.

And there are many in the church who take it for granted that they understand what they believe, but, until controversy arises, they do not know their own weakness. When separated from those of like faith, and compelled to stand singly and alone to explain their belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what they had accepted as truth. Certain it is that there has been among us a departure from the living God, and a turning to men, putting human wisdom in place of divine."-Gospel Workers, (1915), pages 298 and 299.]
11. Is it enough to be able to give a reason for our faith? Explain. (70:2)

["Cleansing the outside of the cup will never make the vessel pure within. A nominal acceptance of truth is good as far as it goes, and the ability to give a reason for our faith is a good accomplishment; but if the truth does not go deeper than this, the soul will never be saved. The heart must be purified from all moral defilement. 'I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness.'"-The Youth's Instructor, March 1, 1894 paragraph 1.]
12. If we don't preoccupy our minds with sacred and eternal things, what will they likely cherish? (70:3)

["Few realize that it is a duty to exercise control over their thoughts and imaginations. It is difficult to keep the undisciplined mind fixed upon profitable subjects. But if the thoughts are not properly employed, religion cannot flourish in the soul. The mind must be pre-occupied with sacred and eternal things, or it will cherish trifling and superficial thoughts. Both the intellectual and the moral powers must be disciplined, and they will strengthen and improve by exercise."-The Review and Herald, January 4, 1881 paragraph 30.]
13. How did Enoch walk with God? (71:1,2)

["Enoch walked with God three hundred years previous to his translation to heaven, and the state of the world was not then more favorable for the perfection of Christian character than it is today. And how did Enoch walk with God? He educated his mind and heart to ever feel that he was in the presence of God, and when in perplexity his prayers would ascend to God to keep him.


He refused to take any course that would offend his God. He kept the Lord continually before him. He would pray, 'Teach me Thy way, that I may not err. What is Thy pleasure concerning me? What shall I do to honor Thee, my God?' Thus he was constantly shaping his way and course in accordance with God's commandments, and he had perfect confidence and trust in his heavenly Father, that He would help him. He had no thought or will of his own. It was all submerged in the will of his Father."-Sermons and Talks, Volume One, (1990), page 32.]
14. Who is Enoch a representative of? (71:3)

["Now Enoch was a representative of those who will be upon the earth when Christ shall come, who will be translated to heaven without seeing death."-Sermons and Talks Volume One, (1990), page 32.]
15. For what reasons might we have "fear for the future"? (72:1)

["In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our present standing, I can say, Praise God! As I see what God has wrought, I am filled with astonishment and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and his teaching in our past history."-The Review and Herald, October 12, 1905 paragraph 22.]
16. "Every one of us should be _[living]_ in reference to the _[great day]_ which is soon to come upon us." (73:2)
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