Preparation for the Final Crisis - Bible Study Guide
CHAPTER 6:  Persecution - The Confederated Powers
SYNTHESIS:


According to Fernando, do Satan's efforts (over the entire span of the great controversy) against the people of God:  remain constant, steadily increase until the end, or are multiplied near the end of time?  ["Satan will multiply his efforts to the maximum."]

What agencies does the author suggest will be employed to impose Sunday observance by law?  ["To accomplish his ends he will use governments, as well as religious and other institutions…"]

What does Fernando say is the great test?  ["The great test for the people of God will be initiated when the Sunday law is made national or federal in the United States.  Soon thereafter the same law will be enforced universally."]
THE PERSECUTION IN GENERAL:


Does the Bible say anything about if we will suffer persecution if we live Godly lives in Christ?  [2 Timothy 3:12 "Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."]

Is there any benefit for us enduring all of this, is there a promise in the Bible?  [Matthew 5:10-12 "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake:  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad:  for great is your reward in heaven:  for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you."]

Does sister White say anything regarding being able to avoid being placed on Satan's 'hit list'?  ["No man can serve God without enlisting against himself the opposition of the hosts of darkness.  Evil angels will assail him, alarmed that his influence is taking the prey from their hands.  Evil men, rebuked by his example, will unite with them in seeking to separate him from God by alluring temptations.  When these do not succeed, then a compelling power is employed to force the conscience."-The Great Controversy, page 610.]

Will the Spirit of God be with everyone or removed from some?  ["The forms of religion will be continued by a people from whom the Spirit of God has been finally withdrawn; and the satanic zeal with which the prince of evil will inspire them for the accomplishment of his malignant designs, will bear the semblance of zeal for God."-The Great Controversy, page 615.]

The truth must always be twisted to suite the enemies' needs.  Read the next quote and understand the path that is ahead of us with special regard to the 'surface readers' that do not believe that obedience to the commandments is what we must strive for.

"Not having a 'Thus saith the Scriptures' to bring against the advocates of the Bible Sabbath, they will resort to oppressive enactments to supply the lack."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 450 & 451.


"And at that time [of terrible crisis] the superficial, conservative class, whose influence has steadily retarded the progress of the work, will renounce the faith and take their stand with its avowed enemies, toward whom their sympathies have long been tending."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 463.

"As the storm approaches a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition.  By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side."-The Great Controversy, page 608 (emphasis added).

In chapter 5, we investigated events surrounding the 'hour of temptation".  Let us remember that these 'lying spirits" will be very persuasive and employ all types of deceptive tactics to try to steal our crown.  Was Ellen White convinced that we are on the brink of this deception?  ["These apostates will then manifest the most bitter enmity, doing all in their power to oppress and malign their former brethren and to excite indignation against them.  This day is just before us."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 463.]


How does the pen of inspiration describe what occurs to some of the people of God as they are brought out of the sea of false teachings?  ["In amazement they [the people in general] hear the testimony that Babylon is the church, fallen because of her errors and sins, because of her rejection of the truth sent to her from heaven.  As the people go to their former teachers with the eager inquiry, Are these things so?  the ministers present fables, prophesy smooth things, to soothe their fears and quiet the awakened conscience.  But since many refuse to be satisfied with the mere authority of men and demand a plain 'Thus saith the Lord,' the popular ministry, like the Pharisees of old, filled with anger as their authority is questioned, will denounce the message as of Satan and stir up the sin-loving multitudes to revile and persecute those who proclaim it."-The Great Controversy, pages 606 & 607.]

Do the heavenly agencies begin their work to assist the saints as the false revival begins (Satan's personation of Christ)?  ["…the Lord showed me that a great work must be done for His people before they could stand in the battle in the day of the Lord.  I was pointed to those who claim to be Adventists, but who reject the present truth, and saw that they were crumbling and that the hand of the Lord was in their midst to divide and scatter them now in the gathering time, so that the precious jewels among them, who have formerly been deceived, may have their eyes opened to see their true state.  And now when the truth is presented to them by the Lord's messengers, they are prepared to listen, and see its beauty and harmony, and to leave their former associates and errors, embrace the precious truth and stand where they can define their position."-Early Writings, page 69.]

"The contest is between the commandments of God and the commandments of men.  In this time the gold will be separated from the dross in the church.  True godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it.  Many a star that we have admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 81.

"The members of the church will individually be tested and proved.  They will be placed in circumstances where they will be forced to bear witness for the truth.  Many will be called to speak before councils and in courts of justice, perhaps separately and alone." -Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 463.
DIVINE PROTECTION:

If evidence can be brought to view that the 144,000 (in number) lived before the seventh plague, then we have positive proof that the 144,000 never died and must be sealed and given special protection prior to the great multitude.  [They never died during, and went through the seven last plagues, therefore they existed before the seven last plagues.  Since the group is formed before the seven last plagues and go out to spread the third angel's message that swells into the loud cry during the hour of temptation; and since they are kept from the hour of temptation (Revelation 3:10) they must be sealed before receiving this protection.]  Great Controversy, page 649:  "And they sing 'a new song' before the throne, a song which no man can learn save the 144,000.  It is the song of Moses and the Lamb,--a song of deliverance.  None but the 144,000 can learn that song; for it is the song of their experience,--an experience such as no other company have ever had…They have seen the earth wasted with famine and pestilence, the sun having power to scorch men with great heat, and they themselves have endured suffering, hunger, and thirst."  Here is a positive statement that the 144,000 lived in the time of the fourth plague, the sun having power to scorch men with great heat."


Will there be martyrs in the last days?  [Yes.  "Every individual in our world will be arrayed under one of two banners.


The two armies will stand distinct and separate, and this distinction will be so marked that many who shall be convinced of truth will come on the side of God's commandment-keeping people. When this grand work is to take place in the battle, prior to the last closing conflict, many will be imprisoned, many will flee for their lives from cities and towns, and many will be martyrs for Christ's sake in standing in defense of the truth"-Maranatha, page 199.]


Since the sealed people of God are protected during the plagues, and the 144,000 have already been sealed; from what group is it then logically possible that martyrs will come from?  [They must come from the great multitude.  "…God's chosen people will stand unmoved.  Satan and his host cannot destroy them, for angels that excel in strength will protect them."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Nine, page 17.  "God would not suffer the wicked to destroy those who are expecting translation and who would not bow to the decree of the beast or receive his mark.  I saw that if the wicked were permitted to slay the saints, Satan and all his evil host, and all who hate God, would be gratified.  And oh, what a triumph it would be for his satanic majesty to have power, in the last closing struggle, over those who had so long waited to behold Him whom they loved!  Those who have mocked at the idea of the saints' going up will witness the care of God for His people and behold their glorious deliverance."-Early Writings, page 284.]

Please see the presentation entitled; "Angels Will Keep You" for additional information on the sealing process.  It is available online at http://www.bellresearchlab.com/
THE REST DAY AS THE FOCAL POINT:


What general issue or behavior pattern will the remnant church be brought into great trial and distress?  [Those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 472.]

What becomes the special point of controversy?  [The Sabbath day.  "As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy throughout Christendom, and religious and secular authorities have combined to enforce the observance of the Sunday, the persistent refusal of a small minority to yield to the popular demand will make them objects of universal execration."-The Great Controversy, page 615.]

One of the things that the United States is known for is religious freedom; will this basic right be taken away?  [Yes.  "It will be urged that the few who stand in opposition to an institution of the church and a law of the state ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for them to suffer than for whole nations to be thrown into confusion and lawlessness."-The Great Controversy, page 615.]

"And at the commencement of the [early] time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully.  This enraged the churches and nominal Adventists [Adventists who have participated in the messages of the first and second angels but have rejected the third angel's message with its Sabbath emphasis], as they could not refute the Sabbath truth.  And at this time God's chosen all saw clearly that we had the truth, and they came out and endured the persecution with us."-Early Writings, page 33.


Will all movements towards Sunday legislation be made in the open where we can easily see the evil one's activity and planning coming to fruition?  [No; much of the activity will be (and has been) done in private.  "The Sunday movement is now [1885] making its way in darkness.  The leaders are concealing the true issue, and many who unite in the movement do not themselves see whither the undercurrent is tending.  Its professions are mild and apparently Christian, but when it shall speak it will reveal the spirit of the dragon."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 452.]

What is the reason that will be given to enact Sunday laws?  [The laws will be thought to improve morality.  "Yet this very class [religious leaders of the world] put forth the claim that the fast-spreading corruption is largely attributable to the desecration of the so-called 'Christian Sabbath,' and that the enforcement of Sunday observance would greatly improve the morals of society.  This claim is especially urged in America, where the doctrine of the true Sabbath has been most widely preached."-The Great Controversy, page 587.]
THE CRISIS WILL BE UNIVERSAL:

What is the sign for us that the crisis has arrived?  ["This crisis will be reached when the nations shall unite in making void God's law."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 524.]

"The substitution of the laws of men for the law of God, the exaltation, by merely human authority, of Sunday in place of the Bible Sabbath, is the last act in the drama.  When this substitution becomes universal, God will reveal Himself.  He will arise in His majesty to shake terribly the earth.  He will come out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Seven, page 141.]

Will the Sabbath crisis be just in the United States or will it be all over the world?  [It will be universal.  "Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States.  Though she leads out, yet the same crisis will come upon our people in all parts of the world."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Six, page 395.]
THE BEAST WITH HORNS LIKE A LAMB:


How does "national ruin" come about?  What are the circumstances?  ["When our nation, in its legislative councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences of men in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing Sunday observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, to all intents and purposes, be made void in our land; and national apostasy will be followed by national ruin."-S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, page 977.]
ALLIANCE OF POWERS:  THE DRAGON, THE BEAST, THE FALSE PROPHET, THE STATE:

"The power attending the message [of the third angel] will only madden those who oppose it.…They will be threatened with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of influence, and other rewards and advantages as inducements to renounce their faith." -The Great Controversy, page 607.]

After Satan fakes Jesus' second coming, what happens to this "the man of sin"?  ["…the man of sin, who, at the instigation of Satan, instituted the spurious Sabbath--this child of the papacy--will be exalted to take the place of God."-An Appeal to Ministers and Conference Committees, page 38.]
THE IMAGE TO THE BEAST:


What brings the various churches together and forms an image of the Roman hierarchy?  ["When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the state to enforce their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then Protestant America will have formed an image of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of evil penalties upon dissenters will inevitably result."-The Great Controversy, page 445.]
THE MARK OF THE BEAST:


Will we always know everything that must be done (as instructed by the Holy spirit)?  ["Not all in regard to this matter is yet understood, nor will it be understood until the unrolling of the scroll; but a most solemn work is to be accomplished in our world."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Six, page 17.]

What is the great test of loyalty?  ["The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty, for it is the point of truth especially controverted.  When the final test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line of distinction will be drawn between those who serve God and those who serve Him not."-The Great Controversy, page 605.]

Won't there be a way to keep the Sabbath (in private) and nobody will know?  ["Human laws will be made so stringent that men and women will not dare to observe the seventh-day Sabbath.  For fear of wanting food and clothing, they will join with the world in transgressing God's law."-Prophets and Kings, pages 183 & 184.]

What causes people to receive the mark of the beast?  ["With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whoever shall trample upon God's law to obey a human enactment receives the mark of the beast; he accepts the sign of allegiance to the power which he chooses to obey instead of God."-The Great Controversy, page 604.]
SUNDAY LAWS:

Sunday laws are clearly unconstitutional…are they not?  [No, they are civil in nature and not religious.  "On May 29, 1961, the Supreme Court of the United States, by a majority vote, handed down a decision of historic importance, particularly from the prophetic point of view.  It declared that Sunday laws are civil, not religious, in nature, and therefore are constitutional."-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 107.]
SUNDAY AS A DAY OF MISSIONARY WORK:


When the day of worship begins to be questioned, what is suggested that we do to show our knowledge or "wisdom" of the true Sabbath?  ["The light given me by the Lord at a time when we were expecting just such a crisis as you seem to be approaching, was that when the people were moved by a power from beneath to enforce Sunday observance, Seventh-day Adventists were to show their wisdom by refraining from their ordinary work on that day, devoting it to missionary effort."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Nine, page 232.]

Will this strategy be successful?  ["Let the teachers in our schools devote Sunday to missionary effort.  I was instructed that they would thus be able to defeat the purposes of the enemy.  Let the teachers take the students with them to hold meetings for those who know not the truth.  Thus they will accomplish much more than they could in any other way."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Nine, page 233.]
ONLY TWO CLASSES:


How many groups are there at the end of time (many or few)?  [There are only two classes at the end.]

What is the fundamental issue that separates the two great classes of people?  ["In the issue of the contest all Christendom will be divided into two great classes--those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, and those who worship the beast and his image and receive his mark."-The Great Controversy, page 450.]
THE DEATH DECREE:


Will there eventually be a "death decree" (law that threatens execution) made over the Sabbath issue?  ["The decree will go forth that they must disregard the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and honor the first day, or lose their lives." -Testimonies for the Church Volume One, pages 353 & 354.]

Will a specific date come to pass regarding this law?  Is this when physical danger comes, or will the evil ones try to strike a decisive blow, PRIOR TO THE DATE THAT THE LAW IS TO TAKE EFFECT, to destroy the people of God?  ["As the time appointed in the decree draws near, the people will conspire to root out the hated sect.  It will be determined to strike in one night a decisive blow, which shall utterly silence the voice of dissent and reproof."-The Great Controversy, page 635.  "Though a general decree has fixed the time when commandment keepers may be put to death, their enemies will in some cases anticipate the decree, and before the time specified, will endeavor to take their lives.  But none can pass the mighty guardians stationed about every faithful soul.  Some are assailed in their flight from the cities and villages; but the swords raised against them break and fall powerless as a straw.  Others are defended by angels in the form of men of war."-The Great Controversy, page 631.]

What course of action will the people of God take as these laws are being enacted?  ["As the decree issued by the various rulers of Christendom against the commandment keepers shall withdraw the protection of government and abandon them to those who desire their destruction, the people of God will flee from the cities and villages and associate together in companies, dwelling in the most desolate and solitary places.  Many will find refuge in the strongholds of the mountains."-The Great Controversy, page 626.]
LEAVING THE CITIES:


Does the pen of inspiration have instruction on what we can do as the crisis unfolds?  ["…I see the necessity of the people of God moving out of the cities into retired country [places], where they may cultivate the land and raise their own produce."-Selected Messages, Book 2, page 659.]
EMERGENCY FLIGHT FROM THE CITIES:


Should we store up worldly possessions?  ["It is no time now for God's people to be fixing their affections or laying up their treasure in the world.  The time is not far distant, when, like the early disciples, we shall be forced to seek a refuge in desolate and solitary places."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 464.]

Do we have re-assurance from inspired sources that we will have food and water in these desperate times?  ["I saw the saints leaving the cities and villages, and associating together in companies, and living in the most solitary places.  Angels provided them food and water, while the wicked were suffering from hunger and thirst."-Early Writings, page 282.  Isaiah 33:16 "He shall dwell on high:  his place of defense shall be the munitions of rocks:  bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure."]
THE SONG OF VICTORY:


"Thanks be to God for the prophetic picture He has inspired Bible writers and His latter-day messenger[s] to paint."-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 113.

Please see the presentation entitled; "The Saturday Sabbath"& "The Ten Commandments" for additional information on the Sabbath and the Ten Commandments.  It is available online at http://www.bellresearchlab.com/
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