Preparation for the Final Crisis - Bible Study Guide
CHAPTER 7:  The Work of Deception:  Spiritualism
SYNTHESIS:


According to the Bible, who / what is the "dragon"?  [Revelation 12:7-9 "And there was war in heaven:  Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels.  And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:  he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him."]

What do the three unclean spirits do?  [Revelation 16:13 & 14 "And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of the great day of God Almighty."]

Three unclean spirits come out of the mouth of three entities.  What are they?  [They are:  The dragon / Satan, the beast / Papal system, and the false prophet / apostate Protestantism.]

Fernando (page 114) then expresses the only way to be protected from these deceptions is what?  ["…is to be firmly rooted in the truth by the study of the Word of God and the spirit of prophecy."]
DECEITFUL MIRACLES:


Will there only be one false Christ or many?  [Matthew 24:24 "For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect."]

We have learned that our religious freedoms will eventually be taken away.  Is there something to compare this to; is history repeating itself?  [The United States, Roman Catholicism…"will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience."-The Great Controversy, page 588]

Through what evil agency will false healing of the sick occur?  ["Through the agency of spiritualism, miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and many undeniable wonders will be performed."-The Great Controversy, page 588]

Why might these deceptions be difficult to perceive as evil by some?  ["And the spirits will profess faith in the Bible, and manifest respect for the institutions of the church, their work will be accepted as a manifestation of divine power."-The Great Controversy, page 588]

During the time of these (so called) miracles of healing, will Satan use other / extended trickery and layers of deception to try to steal our crown?  ["While appearing to the children of men as a great physician who can heal all their maladies, he will bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are reduced to ruin and desolation."-The Great Controversy, page 589]

Is there a limit to Satan's power?  ["He has studied the secrets of the laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to control the elements as far as God allows."-The Great Controversy, page 589]

Is it true that Babylon will claim that they are the true church based on false miracles?  ["Papists, who boast of miracles as a certain sign of the true church, will be readily deceived by this wonder-working power; and Protestants, having cast away the shield of truth, will also be deluded."-The Great Controversy, page 588]

Will Satan use miraculous power to cause mayhem?  ["In accidents and calamities by sea and by land, in great conflagrations, in fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal waves, and earthquakes, in every place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercising his power.  He sweeps away the ripening harvest, and famine and distress follow.  He imparts to the air a deadly taint, and thousands perish by the pestilence.  These visitations are to become more and more frequent and disastrous."-The Great Controversy, page 589 & 590]
SATANIC DELUSIONS:

What are the two great errors that Satan will bring the people under his deceptions?  ["Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions."-The Great Controversy, page 588  "Communications from the spirits will declare that God has sent them to convince the rejecters of Sunday of their error, affirming that the laws of the land should be obeyed as the law of God.  They will lament the great wickedness in the world and second the testimony of religious teachers that the degraded state of morals is caused by the desecration of Sunday.  Great will be the indignation excited against all who refuse to accept their testimony."-The Great Controversy, page 591]

Will the inspiration of the scriptures be brought into question?  ["The people are taught to regard the Decalogue as a dead letter.  Pleasing, bewitching fables captivate the senses and lead men to reject the Bible as the foundation of their faith.  Christ is as verily denied as before; but Satan has so blinded the eyes of the people that the deception is not discerned."-The Great Controversy, page 558]

Did Ellen White believe that man can determine what parts of the scripture are inspired or not inspired, including parts/pieces that include words and letters?  ["Now, there are some that may think they are fully capable with their finite judgment to take the Word of God, and to state what are the words of inspiration and what are not the words of inspiration. I want to warn you off that ground, my brethren in the ministry. 'Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.' There is no finite man that lives, I care not who he is or whatever is his position, that God has authorized to pick and choose in His Word….I would have both my arms taken off at my shoulders before I would ever make the statement or set my judgment upon the Word of God as to what is inspired and what is not inspired."-Portions of this manuscript appear in Evangelism, 7BC, This Day With God, Faith and Works, Our High Calling, and Manuscript Releases, pages 347 & 749 (MR 900)]
NOTE:  For (what I believe is) solid scientific proof that the Holy Bible is the inspired word of God, please visit:  http://www.bellresearchlab.com/

Will even the Apostles be brought in front of us when they are actually demons in disguise?  ["The apostles, as personated by these lying spirits, are made to contradict what they wrote at the dictation of the Holy Spirit when on earth."-The Great Controversy, page 557]

Don't we need to look at what Satan brings to us to study to check its validity?  ["Satan is waiting to steal a march upon everyone who allows himself to be deceived by his hypnotism.  He begins to exert his power over them just as soon as they begin to investigate his theories."-Medical Ministry, page 101 &102]

Does sister White give any additional clues of what this new religion will be all about?  ["While it formerly denounced Christ and the Bible, it now professes to accept both.  But the Bible is interpreted in a manner that is pleasing to the unrenewed heart, while its solemn and vital truths are made of no effect."-The Great Controversy, page 558]

Will people think that some of the satanic manifestations are part of the human existence and fold it into their belief system?  ["Many will be ensnared through the belief that spiritualism is a merely human imposture; when brought face to face with manifestations which they cannot but regard as supernatural they will be deceived, and will be led to accept them as the great power of God."-The Great Controversy, page 553  "With a subtlety gained through centuries of conflict, the prince of evil works under a disguise.  He appears clothed as an angel of light, and multitudes are 'giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.'  1Timothy 4:1."-The Desire of Ages, page 257]

Will Satan be able to trick the leaders of the world into joining forces with him and lead the world into total chaos and destruction?  ["Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon be revealed in the heavens, in token of the power of miracle working demons.  The spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth and to the whole world, to fasten them in deception, and urge them on to unite with Satan in his last struggle against the government of heaven.  By these agencies, rulers and subjects will be alike deceived."-The Great Controversy, page 624]
ATTEMPT TO IMITATE THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST:


What is the agency that Satan will work through the most?  ["Through spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactor of the race healing the diseases of the people, and professing to present a new and more exalted system of religious faith; but at the same time he works as a destroyer.  His temptations are leading multitudes to ruin."-The Great Controversy, page 589]

So soon Satan will be in front of us in the open doing these things.  ["The last great delusion is soon to open before us.  Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works in our sight.  So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures."-The Great Controversy, page 593  "And Satan, surrounded by evil angels, and claiming to be God, will work miracles of all kinds, to deceive, if possible, the very elect…."-Testimonies for the Church, Volume Nine, page 16]


What is a characteristic of the people who are without hope?  ["Those who have broken their covenant with God will in that day be without God and without hope."-Testimonies for the Church, Volume Nine, page 16]

What is the crowning act in all of this deception?  ["As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate Christ."-The Great Controversy, page 624]

Will Satan make it appear that he is in more than one place simultaneously?  ["Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has come.  In different parts of the earth, Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic being of dazzling brightness, resembling the description of the Son of God given by John in the Revelation."-The Great Controversy, page 624]

Let's look at what Ellen White was directing the reader to and recognize that she is saying that Satan will resemble this description.  [Revelation 1:13-15 "And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with golden girdle.  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters."

What is the strong delusion?  ["The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes have yet beheld.  The shout of triumph rings out upon the air:  'Christ has come!  Christ has come!'  The people prostrate themselves in adoration before him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces a blessing upon them, as Christ blessed His disciples when He was upon the earth.  His voice is soft and subdued, yet full of melody.  In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same gracious, heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, and then, in his assumed character of Christ, he claims to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow the day which he has blessed.  He declares that those who persist in keeping holy the seventh day are blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his angels sent to them with light and truth.  This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion."-The Great Controversy, page 624]

Will Satan appear as a human being as well as Jesus Christ?  ["Satan will not only appear as a human being, but he will personate Jesus Christ; and the world that has rejected the truth will receive him as the Lord of lords and King of kings."-S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 5, page 1106]
A DEFENSE AGAINST DECEPTIONS:

It sounds like this is a life or death issue and that we need to get this message to as many people as possible.  ["But the people of God will not be misled.  The teachings of this false Christ are not in accordance with the Scriptures.  His blessing is pronounced upon the worshipers of the beast and his image, the very class upon whom the Bible declares that God's unmingled wrath shall be poured out…"-The Great Controversy, page 625]

What is the only way that we will be kept from these satanic delusions?  ["Except those who are kept by the power of God, through faith in His Word, the whole world will be swept into the ranks of this delusion.  The people are fast being lulled to a fatal security, to be awakened only by the outpouring of the wrath of God."-The Great Controversy, page 562  "Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the world captive."-The Great Controversy, page 625]
SAFEGUARD AGAINST SPIRITUALISM:


Can we (under our own power) escape the alluring deception once we are held captive by him?  ["…They venture upon the forbidden ground, and the mighty destroyer exercises his power upon them against their will.  Let them once be induced to submit their minds to his direction, and he holds them captive.  It is impossible, in their own strength, to break away from the bewitching, alluring spell.  Nothing but the power of God, granted in answer to the earnest prayer of faith, can deliver these ensnared souls."-The Great Controversy, page 558]

What is something that will provide protection against the delusions at the end of time?  ["God's Word, rightly understood and applied, is a safeguard against spiritualism.  An eternally burning hell preached from the pulpit, and kept before the people, does injustice to the benevolent character of God.  It presents Him as the veriest tyrant in the universe…It will save them from the terrible delusions of these perilous times."-Testimonies for the Church Volume one, page 344 & 345]
NOTE:  Please see the presentation entitled; "The Saturday Sabbath" and "The State of the Dead" for additional information on topics addressed in chapter 7.  They are available online at http://www.bellresearchlab.com/
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