Chapter 7 -- Country Living
pages 94-108
1. EGW's message "for this time" (1901) was "_[out of the cities]_ " (95:2); and get out "as _[soon]_ as _[possible]_." (95:1; cf. also 97:1; 100:0; 106:2)

[Does the statement above mean that we should leave the cities now and have no contact with them? "As I consider the conditions in the cities that are so manifestly under the power of Satan, I ask myself the question, What will be the end of these things? The wickedness in many cities is increasing. Crime and iniquity are at work on every hand. New species of idolatry are continually being introduced into society. In every nation the minds of men are turning to the invention of some new thing. Rashness of deed and confusion of mind are everywhere increasing. Surely the cities of the earth are becoming like Sodom and Gomorrah.


As a people we need to hasten the work in the cities, which has been hindered for lack of workers and means and a spirit of consecration. At this time, the people of God need to turn their hearts fully to Him; for the end of all things is at hand. They need to humble their minds, and to be attentive to the will of the Lord, working with earnest desire to do that which God has shown must be done to warn the cities of their impending doom.--Review and Herald, Jan. 25, 1912."-Evangelism, page 30 & 31]
2. Which two chapters of the Bible did EGW especially single out as detailing the potential dangers posed for those who remain living in the cities in the last days?
a. _[Revelation 11]_

[Revelation 11 "1And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 3And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 5And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 7And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 8And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and a half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 10And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11And after three days and a half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 12And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 13And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly. 15And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 16And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshiped God, 17Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, l which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 18And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great: and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 19And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail."]

What are the two witnesses? ["Concerning the two witnesses the prophet declares further: 'These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.' 'Thy word,' said the psalmist, 'is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.' Revelation 11:4; Psalm 119:105. The two witnesses represent the Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament."-The Great Controversy, page 267]

What is the length of the period; "thousand two hundred and threescore days"? [This equates to 1,260 days or the 42 months (3 and one half years) that the special end time (specific message content information now unsealed) message of the third angel swells into the loud cry.]
b. _[Revelation 18]_ (95:4)

[Revelation 18:1 "1And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory."

Daniel 12:7 "And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and a half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished."]
3. Even though vacated by the righteous, the cities are not to be neglected, left unworked, and abandoned:
a. "As did Enoch, we must _[work]_ in the cities but not _[dwell]_ in them." (96:2)
b. "The cities are to be worked from _[outposts]_." (96:3)
c. "For the present, _[some]_ will be obliged to labor in Chicago [and other large cities], but these should be preparing _[working centers]_ in rural districts from which to work the city." (96:6-97:0)
4. When was the "now" when SDAs should "begin to heed" EGW's repeated counsels to leave the cities in favor of "rural districts"? _[1904]_. (100:0)
5. In relocating SDA institutions in more rural areas, care must be taken not to go too far out and away from the cities, lest:
a. "They cannot be _[in touch]_ with them [city-dwellers], to them good, [and] to let light shine." (101:1)
b. Institutional workers be so distanced they are not "near enough" to church offices (still in the city) to be able "to _[be able to counsel]_ with the workers there." (105:2)
6. EGW approved of the transfer of our publishing house from Battle Creek, Mich., to Takoma Park, MD, at the turn of the century; but with an eye on possible changing conditions, she also recognized that another move to a more rural area might be necessary: "If, after a time _[the Lord says]_, _[Move away from Washington, we are to move]_" from the greater Washington area. (105:1)
7. DISADVANTAGES to living in the cities:
a. Personal/Physical Safety:
(1) Very soon God will rain "_[fire]_ and _[brimstone]_" upon these cities. (95:3)
(2) The general "_[turmoil]_ and _[confusion]_" in the cities, plus "conditions brought about by the _[labor unions]_ and _[strikes]_ would prove a great hindrance to our work." (96:4)
(3) In the cities there would more likely be "_[interference]_ of enemies." (100:0)
b. Conditions Particularly Unfavorable to Youth:
(1) During school hours: "Every phase of _[temptation]_ is waiting to _[attract]_ and _[demoralize]_ them," making character-building _[tenfold]_ harder for both parents and children. (98:1)
(2) After school hours: Children, with nothing to do, "obtain a _[secret education]_" from which "they acquire habits of _[vice]_ and _[dissipation]_." (97:3; cf. also 98:2,3; 106:2)
c. Health Considerations:
(1) "The whole system is _[demoralized]_ by the _[hurry]_, _[rush]_, and _noise]_" of the city (98:5)--particularly by the "_[rattle]_ and _[din]_" of noise created by public and private transportation. (98:4)
(2) The "peril to health" and "many evils to be met" from city-living include: "the _[constant]_ liability to contact with _[disease]_, the prevalence of _[foul]_ air, _[impure]_ water, _[impure]_ food, the crowded, dark, unhealthful _[dwellings]_. " (99:2; cf. also 100:0; 103:0; 104:1; 106:0; 108:2)
8. ADVANTAGES of Country Living:
a. Financial:
(1) Availability of land/houses, "without a _[large outlay]_ of _[means]_." (101:4; cf. also 105:3)
(2) Often one may "also find _[employment]_" (101:4), as well as a lower cost of living and lower institutional operating expense. (106:0)
(3) A garden enables one to provide food, especially in the future time of trouble when "the problem of _[buying]_ and _[selling]_ will be a very serious one." (99:4-100:0; cf. also 95:1; 99:3)
[NOTE: In the quotation above, Ellen White states that the issue of not being able to buy or sell comes up during the time of trouble AFTER probation has closed. This is also after the wicked have received the mark of the beast. From Revelation 7:3, the four winds are held in check until everyone either has the seal of the living God or the mark of the beast.]
b. Health Concerns:
Apart from a rural environment aiding the achievement and maintenance of good health, we find here "the most favorable conditions for _[recovery]_ of _[health]_." (103:2)
c. Educational Benefits:
(1) A rural setting may facilitate _[learning]_ being "educated in the _[cultivation]_ of the _[soil]_" (103:0) "and the _[raising]_ of _[crops]_." (102:2)
(2) Equally important is "_[industrial training]_" (102:2) and the learning of building construction techniques "in a _[creditable]_ manner." (108:1)
d. Spiritual Benefits:
Our priority in lifework is "to seek for _[spirituality]_" (97:2); a rural setting enables us to "be alone with God, to learn His _[will]_ and _[way]_" (97:1) in "lessons of _[simplicity]_ and _[purity]_." (95:1)
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