Preparation for the Final Crisis - Bible Study Guide
CHAPTERS 8 and 9:  The Time of Trouble
SYNTHESIS:


What is the fundamental difference between 1) "The Early Time of Trouble" and 2) "The Time of Trouble?  [1) The early time of trouble is the time that ends at the close of probation.  2) The (general ) time of trouble is the period that contains the seven last plagues.]

When is the early time of trouble?  "'The commencement of the time of trouble,' here mentioned, does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a short period just before they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary."-Early Writings, page 85.

When does the (main) time of trouble begin?  ["An angel returning from the earth announces that his work is done; the final test has been brought upon the world, and all who have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received 'the seal of the living God.'  Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above.  He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, 'It is done'; and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the solemn announcement:  'He that is unjust, let him be unjust still:  and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:  and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still:  and he that is holy, let him be holy still.'  Revelation 22:11.  Every case has been decided for life or death."-The Great Controversy, page 613  The scene is also depicted in Revelation 7:2 "And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God:  and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads."

How do we know that the restriction on buying and selling is after probation closes (the sealing process has been completed)?  [Revelation 13:16 & 17 "And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:  And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name."]
THE CLOSE OF PROBATION:


Will we notice (the exact moment) when probation closes?  ["Silently, unnoticed as the midnight thief, will come the decisive hour which marks the fixing of every man's destiny, the final withdrawal of mercy's offer to guilty men."-The Great Controversy, page 491.]

What does the pen of inspiration write about when the 3rd angel's message should go out?  ["We are to bear the third angel's message to the world, warning men against the worship of the beast and his image, and directing them to take their places in the ranks of those who 'keep the commandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus.'"-The Review and Herald, 09-Oct-1894]

From the above quote; who spreads the third angel's message?  [The remnant (those who keep the commandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus) spread the message.]

Will God keep some secrets from us until after the 3rd angel's message goes out?  ["God has not revealed to us the time when this message will close, or when probation will have an end.  Those things that are revealed we shall accept for ourselves and for our children, but let us not seek to know that which has been kept secret in the councils of the Almighty."-The Review and Herald, 09-Oct-1894]

What is our duty today (in the early time of trouble)?  ["It is our duty to watch and work and wait, to labor every moment for the souls of men that are ready to perish."-The Review and Herald, 09-Oct-1894]

What is one of Satan's strategies used against us to try and catch us unprepared when the door closes?  ["The highest excitement prevails, yet probation's hour is fast closing, and every case is about to be eternally decided.  Satan sees that his time is short.  He has set all his agencies at work that men may be deceived, deluded, occupied, and entranced until the day of probation shall be ended, and the door of mercy forever shut."-Christian Service, page 51]

How (in my humble opinion) does the pen of inspiration describe Satan's personation of Jesus' 2nd coming?  ["Transgression has almost reached its limit.  Confusion fills the world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings.  The end is very near."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Eight, page 28]
THE FOUR ANGELS LOOSE THE WINDS:

What events happen after the four angels release the four winds of strife?  ["I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues."-Early Writings, page 36]

When does the Holy Spirit stop influencing the leaders of the earth to exercise restraint?  ["But so long as Jesus remains man's intercessor in the sanctuary above, the restraining influence of the Holy Spirit is felt by rulers and people.  It still controls to some extent the laws of the land.  Were it not for these laws, the condition of the world would be much worse than it now is."-The Great Controversy, page 610]

Are some of our elected officials actually Satan's agents?  If so, what is one thing that God has in place to counter this effort?  ["While many of our rulers are active agents of Satan, God also has His agents among the leading men of the nation."-The Great Controversy, page 610.]

What does John say to us regarding Satan's activities, after personating Christ's 2nd coming, during the time the four winds of strife are let loose?  [Revelation 12:12 "…Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea!  For the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time."]
DESCRIPTION OF THE TIME OF TROUBLE:


What are some of the descriptions that the pen of inspiration uses to describe the time of trouble after the close of probation?  ["When He leaves the Sanctuary, darkness* covers the inhabitants of the earth.  In that fearful time the righteous must live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor.  The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of the finally impenitent.  God's long-suffering has ended.  The world has rejected His mercy, despised His love, and trampled upon His law.  The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn.  Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one.  Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble.  As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose.  The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old."-The Great Controversy, page 614  *NOTE:  Fernando comments at this point that there is no evidence from the spirit of prophecy writings that this is a physical darkness or a physical sign of any kind.]

How terrible does Ellen White say that these events will be?  ["The time is at hand when there will be sorrow in the world that no human balm can heal."-Prophets and Kings, page 277]
THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE:

Who will the wicked think is causing all the mayhem during the time of Jacob's trouble?  ["I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues.  These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed.  A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance.  This was the time of Jacob's trouble.  Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered by the voice of God."-Early Writings, pages 36 & 37]

What are two conclusions that we can state from the quotation above?  [1. The time of Jacob's trouble embraces the period which extends from the promulgation of the death decree to the liberation of the children of God.  2. The period begins after the plagues have started to fall.-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 132 & 133]
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL ANGUISH:


What is the time of Jacob's trouble?  ["Jacob's experience during that night of wrestling and anguish represents the trial through which the people of God must pass just before Christ's second coming."-Patriarchs and Prophets, page 201]

What decision, by the wicked, causes the physical anguish?  ["…that it is better for them to suffer than for whole nations to be thrown into confusion and lawlessness."-The Great Controversy, page 615]

What does Ellen White say about the saint's protection during this time?  ["They seemed to be surrounded by the wicked inhabitants of the earth.  Every appearance was against them.  Some began to fear that God had at last left them to perish by the hand of the wicked.  But if their eyes could have been opened, they would have seen themselves surrounded by angels of God."-Early Writings, page 283]

What causes the mental anguish of the saints?  ["…they fear that every sin has not been repented of, and that through some fault in themselves they will fail to realize the fulfillment of the Savior's promise:  I 'will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world.'"-The Great Controversy, page 619]
WHY THE TROUBLE WILL BE PERMITTED:


Faith is an important lesson to learn and is required of us.  What happens if we neglect to "learn" faith?  ["Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger of falling under the power of satanic delusions and the decree to compel the conscience.  And even if they endure the test they will be plunged into deeper distress and anguish in the time of trouble, because they have never made it a habit to trust in God.  The lessons of faith which they have neglected they will be forced to learn under a terrible pressure of discouragement."-The Great Controversy, page 622]
GOD'S PEOPLE PASS THROUGH THE TIME OF TROUBLE:


What does Ellen White say regarding God's people making it through the time of trouble?  ["He [Satan] numbers the world as his subjects; but the little company who keep the commandments of God are resisting his supremacy.  If he could blot them from the earth, his triumph would be complete.  He sees that holy angels are guarding them, and he infers that their sins have been pardoned; but he does not know that their cases have been decided in the sanctuary above."-The Great Controversy, page 618]
MANY WILL GO TO THEIR REST BEFORE:


Will all of God's people need to suffer through the time of trouble?  ["Many will be laid away to sleep before the fiery ordeal of the time of trouble shall come upon our world."-Councils on Health, page 375]

Luke 22:42 "…nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done."

NO MATERIAL PROVISION WILL BE OF VALUE:


What do I do with my possessions like my house?  ["I also saw that God had not required all of His people to dispose of their property at the same time; but if they desired to be taught, He would teach them, in a time of need, when to sell and how much to sell."-Early Writings, page 57]
DIVINE REFUGE:


What will we do for food and water?  ["I saw the saints leaving the cities and villages, and associating together in companies, and living in the most solitary places. Angels provided them food and water, while the wicked were suffering from hunger and thirst. Then I saw the leading men of the earth consulting together, and Satan and his angels busy around them. I saw a writing, copies of which were scattered in different parts of the land, giving orders that unless the saints should yield their peculiar faith, give up the Sabbath, and observe the first day of the week, the people were at liberty after a certain time to put them to death. But in this hour of trial the saints were calm and composed, trusting in God and leaning upon His promise that a way of escape would be made for them."-Early Writings, pages 282 & 283  Isaiah 33:16 "He shall dwell on high:  his place of defense shall be the munitions of rocks:  bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure."]

Do the wicked anticipate the death decree and try to eliminate the people of God before it 'officially' goes into effect?  ["In some places, before the time for the decree to be executed, the wicked rushed upon the saints to slay them; but angels in the form of men of war fought for them."-Early Writings, page 283]
NOTE:  Please see the presentation entitled; "The Appointed Time" for additional information on topics addressed in chapters 8 & 9.  It is available online at http://www.bellresearchlab.com/
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