Preparation for the Final Crisis - Bible Study Guide
CHAPTER 10:  The Plagues
SYNTHESIS:


What event(s) occur and are synonymous with the "time of trouble"?  ["THE POURING OUT of the seven last plagues covers the same period as the time of trouble."-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 142.]

What is special regarding the state of the righteous?  ["…the righteous, who have received the seal of the living God, are marvelously protected from all physical harm…"-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 142.]

What happens to the wicked during this time?  ["…the rejecters of divine grace are punished without mercy."-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 142.]

Revelation 16 contains the description of the plagues.  Let's take a closer look at what the plagues consist of.

What is the first?  ["And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image." Revelation 16:2 (KJV)]

What is the second?  ["And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea." Revelation 16:3 (KJV)]

What is the third?  ["And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood. And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so. Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments." Revelation 16:4-7 (KJV)]

What is the fourth?  ["And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory." Revelation 16:8 and 9 (KJV)]

What is the fifth?  ["And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds." Revelation 16:10 and 11 (KJV)]

What is the sixth?  ["And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Eu-phra'-tes; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and kepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Ar-ma-ged'-don." Revelation 16:12-16 (KJV)]
NOTE: The blessing pronounced for and/or on those that "watcheth" [study end-time events using all available resources (EGW's prophetic writings, charts, timelines, Bible code research, etc…) and "keepeth his garments" [prepared/preparing] strongly indicates that we can make the situation better four ourselves if we employ the activities thus described.

What is the seventh?  ["And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great." Revelation 16:17-21 (KJV)]
GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS ON THE PLAGUES:


Are there similarities between the plagues of Egypt and the seven last plagues?  ["The plagues upon Egypt when God was about to deliver Israel were similar in character to those more terrible and extensive judgments which are to fall upon the world just before the final deliverance of God's people.  Says the revelator, in describing those terrific scourges:  'There fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image.'  The sea 'became as the blood of a dead man:  and every living soul died in the sea.'  And 'the rivers and fountains of waters…became blood.'  Terrible as these inflictions are, God's justice stands fully vindicated.  The angel of God declares:  'Thou art righteous, O Lord,…because Thou hast judged thus.  For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy.'  Revelation 16:2-6."-The Great Controversy, pages 627 and 628.]

When do the plagues occur?  Is it possible for them to begin to fall early?  ["It was impossible for the plagues to be poured out while Jesus officiated in the sanctuary; but as His work there is finished, and His intercession closes, there is nothing to stay the wrath of God, and it breaks with fury upon the shelterless head of the guilty sinner, who has slighted salvation and hated reproof."-Early Writings, page 280.]

Are all the plagues universal?  ["These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitants of the earth would be wholly cut off."-The Great Controversy, page 628.]

What is the duration of the plagues?  ["The spirit of prophecy makes no reference to the length of the period."-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 144.]

Will the righteous be protected during the plagues?  ["While the wicked are dying from hunger and pestilence, angels will shield the righteous and supply their wants.  To him that 'walketh righteously' is the promise:  'Bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.'  'When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.'  Isaiah 33:15, 16; 41:17."-The Great Controversy, page 629.]

Will the word of God be scarce?  ["Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord:  And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it." Amos 8:11 and 12 (KJV)]

Will some of the unrighteous have an apparent change of heart when things get tough?  ["Others rushed to the people of God and begged to be taught how they might escape His judgments.  But the saints had nothing for them."-Early Writings, page 281.]
THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH PLAGUES:  ARMAGEDDON:

When, according to the author, does the battle of Armageddon begin and end?  ["Armageddon starts under the sixth plague and ends under the seventh."-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 145.]

Just how bad will the battle of Armageddon get?  ["When the earth is lighted with the glory of the angel of Revelation eighteen, the religious elements, good and evil, will awake from slumber, and the armies of the living God will take to the field.'-SDA Bible Commentary Volume seven, page 983.]

Will Satan be in control just before the return of Jesus?  ["The angel of mercy is folding her wings, preparing to step down from the throne, and leave the world to the control of Satan."-Review and Herald, May 13, 1902.]

Will the attack of the wicked, with Satan be coordinated?  ["All who have not the spirit of truth will untie under the leadership of satanic agencies.  But they are to be kept under control till the time shall come for the great battle of Armageddon."-SDA Bible Commentary Volume seven, page 967.]

What is (briefly) the ploy that Satan and his angels will use against the righteous?  ["They will perform wonderful miracles of healing and will profess to have revelations from heaven contradicting the testimony of the Scriptures."-The Great Controversy, page 624.]
DESPAIR OF THE WICKED:


At what point do the wicked realize that they are lost?  ["When the voice of God turns the captivity of His people, there is a terrible awakening of those who have lost all in the great conflict of life. While probation continued they were blinded by Satan's deceptions, and they justified their course of sin. The rich prided themselves upon their superiority to those who were less favored; but they had obtained their riches by violation of the law of God. "-The Great Controversy, page 654.]

What do some of the wicked do when they see that they are suffering the plagues of God? ["Many of the wicked were greatly enraged as they suffered the effects of the plagues.  It was a scene of fearful agony. Parents were bitterly reproaching their children, and children their parents, brothers their sisters, and sisters their brothers. Loud, wailing cries were heard in every direction, 'It was you who kept me from receiving the truth which would have saved me from this awful hour.'"-Early Writings, page 282.]

Will the ministers escape the wrath of God? ["But I saw that the ministers did not escape the wrath of God. Their suffering was tenfold greater than that of their people."-Early Writings, page 282.]
NOTE: Please see http://www.bellresearchlab.com/ for more information on God's end time messages for His remnant.
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