Chapter 10 -- The Little Time of Trouble

pages 143-154
1. List two things that will occur during the short time of trouble that immediately precedes the close of probation:
a. (143:1) ["I saw that God had children, who do not see and keep the Sabbath. They had not rejected the light on it. And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as we went forth, and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully. This enraged the church, and nominal Adventists, as they could not refute the Sabbath truth. And at this time, God's chosen all saw clearly that we had the truth, and they came out and endured the persecution with us. And I saw the sword, famine, pestilence, and great confusion in the land."-Broadside3, April 7, 1847, paragraph 4]
b. (143:2) ["'The commencement of the time of trouble,' here mentioned, does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out; but to a short period just before they are poured out, while Christ is in the Sanctuary. At that time, while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on the earth, the nations will be angry, yet held in check, So as not to prevent the work of the third angel. At that time the 'latter rain,' or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues shall be poured out."-Supplement to the Christian Experience and Views of Ellen G. White, pages 3 & 4]
2. In the crisis awaiting Seventh-day Adventists, what is at the center of the battle they will have to fight? (144:2, 3)
["But it is over the seventh-day Sabbath that the battle will be fought. The authorities of this world will rise up in their pride and power to make laws to restrict religious liberty."-The Review and Herald, December 20, 1898, paragraph 3]
3. When brought before judges because of the conflict over God's Sabbath and Sunday legislation, what is to be our attitude toward our personal civil rights? (146:1)
["In cases where we are brought before the courts, we are to give up our rights unless it brings us in collision with God. It is not our rights we are pleading for, but God's right to our service."-Manuscript Releases Volume five, page 69]
4. What can God's people anticipate as they stand firm for His law? (147:1)

["All who in that evil day would fearlessly serve God according to the dictates of conscience, will need courage, firmness, and a knowledge of God and His word; for those who are true to God will be persecuted, their motives will be impugned, their best efforts misinterpreted, and their names cast out as evil."-The Acts of the Apostles, page 431]
a. [We will be persecuted.]
b. [Our motives will be impugned.]
c. [Our best efforts misinterpreted.]
d. [Our names cast out as evil.]
5. How intense will be the persecution of Sabbathkeepers in the last days? (147:2)
["The persecutions of Protestants by Romanism, by which the religion of Jesus Christ was almost annihilated, will be more than rivaled when Protestantism and popery are combined."-The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, page 379]
6. What will you do when 148:4 becomes a reality?
["In the last great conflict of the controversy with Satan those who are loyal to God will see every earthly support cut off. Because they refuse to break His law in obedience to earthly powers, they will be forbidden to buy or sell. It will finally be decreed that they shall be put to death. See Revelation 13:11-17. But to the obedient is given the promise, 'He shall dwell on high: his place of defense shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.' Isaiah 33:16. By this promise the children of God will live. When the earth shall be wasted with famine, they shall be fed. "They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied." Psalm 37:19."-The Desire of Ages, pages 121 & 122

"A11And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 12And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 13And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 14And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by [the means of] those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 15And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 16And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name." Revelation13:11-17 (KJV)

"He shall dwell on high: his place of defence [shall be] the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters [shall be] sure." Isaiah 33:16 (KJV)

"They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied." Psalm 37:19 (KJV)]
7. Where do the martyrs come from? (149:5-150:5)
["The best thing for us is to come into close connection with God, and, if He would have us be martyrs for the truth's sake, it may be the means of bringing many more into the truth."-Selected Messages Book Three, page 420

"The two armies will stand distinct and  separate, and this distinction will be so marked that  many who shall be convinced of the truth will come on the side of God's commandment-keeping people. When this  grand work is to take place in the battle, prior to the last closing conflict, many will be imprisoned, many will flee for their lives from cities and towns, and many will be martyrs for Christ's sake in standing in defense of the truth."-Selected Messages Book Three, page 397

God's Church is the 144,000:


The original 144,000 or "Team144" refers to the group of people that are sealed before the shaking begins. There are two distinct and separate groups:


1) "And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel." Revelation 7:4 (KJV)

2) "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;" Revelation 7:9 (KJV)

These two groups have separate tasks; one group is given the specific task to assist in the formation of the other group. They assist in the formation of the great multitude. The great multitude, as it is growing larger and larger, joins with Team144 / original 144,000 to spread the third angel's message into the loud cry to the entire world.


"In the last solemn work few great men will be engaged…God will work a work in our day that but few anticipate. He will raise up and exalt among us those who are taught rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the outward training of scientific institutions."-Testimonies for the Church; Volume Five, pages 80 & 82


"To souls that are earnestly seeking for light and that accept with gladness every ray of divine illumination from His holy Word, to such alone light will be given. It is through these souls that God will reveal that light and power which will lighten the whole earth with His glory."-Testimonies for the Church; Volume Five, page 729


Once the third angel's message has swelled into the loud cry, the balance of God's church / the rest of the 144,000 are sealed. The seal is needed for (among other things) protection from death; the martyrs of the end time will come from the great multitude (before the close of probation). Revelation 7:3 "Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed a hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel." The text is, of course, referring to spiritual Israel.

The 144,000 is a Spiritual and Not an Exact Number:


How can a number that is made up of spiritual pieces / parts sum to equal a real (physical) / exact number? The 144,000 is made up of 12,000 from each "tribe"; this is described in Revelation 7:5-8 (Juda, Reuben, Gad, Aser, Nepthalim, Manasses, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zabulon, Joseph, and Benjamin). Note that these are slightly different than those of Genesis. The reason the tribes do not match is they are spiritual in the Revelation pertaining to the 144,000. For example the tribe of Dan is not listed in Revelation because they spiritually fell away from God by worshiping graven images.


Another reason that the144K logically can not be an exact number is that God's church at the end of time is made up of two parts: 1) Team 144K, and 2) the great multitude. Looking in Revelation; we see that "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;" Revelation 7:9 (KJV) The Bible clearly says that not only "no man could number" the righteous but that the group is made up of "all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues". If no man could number God's church and the members are made up of "all nations..." then how could this be an exact literal / countable number coming from the 12 tribes of literal Israel? This is, once again, not logical.


The last reason that the number can not be literal is that since God's church is always represented by the 144,000; then how can there be clearly more than 144,000 that have already died in Christ? This is not possible. Therefore; I believe that the 144,000 is a spiritual number that represents God's chosen and / or elite.]
8. Why does God permit His people to suffer persecution?
a. (152:3-153:1)

["From time to time the Lord has made known his manner of working. He is mindful of what is passing upon the earth; and when a crisis has come, he has revealed himself, and has interposed to hinder the working of Satan's plans. He has often permitted matters with nations, with families, and with individuals, to come to a crisis, that his interference might become marked. Then he has let the fact be known that there was a God in Israel who would sustain and vindicate his people. When the defiance of the law of Jehovah shall be almost universal, when his people shall be pressed in affliction by their fellow men, God will interpose."-The Review and Herald, June 15, 1897, paragraph 12]
b. (153:3-154:1)

["God's love for his church is infinite. His care over his heritage is unceasing. He suffers no affliction to come upon the church but such as is essential to her purification, her present and eternal good. He will purify his church even as he purified the temple at the beginning and close of his ministry on earth. All that he brings upon the church in test and trial comes that his people may gain deeper piety and more strength to carry the triumphs of the cross to all parts of the world. He has a work for all to do. There must be constant enlargement and progress."-The General conference Bulletin, July 1, 1900, paragraph 12]












�Presented at Bible study 7-May-2011.





Chapter_10_Rev-.doc
©2010-2011, David Douglas Bell,
Page 1 of 5
Updated: 4-Sep-2011
All Rights Reserved

