Preparation for the Final Crisis - Bible Study Guide
CHAPTER 11:  The End of the Seventh Plague:  Deliverance
IMPORTANT EVENTS:


What does Fernando explain are the major events of the seventh plague?  [1) A great voice from heaven proclaims:  "It is done."  2) Lightnings, voices, and thunders.  3) A gigantic earthquake, greatest in history.  4) The great city is divided into three parts.  5) The other "cities of the nations" fall.  6) Islands flee and mountains disappear.  7) Hail falls from heaven, each hailstone the weight of a talent.-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 151]
AN ACCOUNT OF LIBERATION:


In an attempt to stop the righteous, are men "urged on" by evil angels?  ["The people of God--some in prison cells, some hidden in solitary retreats in the forests and the mountains--still plead for divine protection, while in every quarter companies of armed men, urged on by hosts of evil angels, are preparing for the work of death.  It is now, in the hour of utmost extremity, that the God of Israel will interpose for the deliverance of His chosen."-The Great Controversy, page 635]
AT MIDNIGHT:

Do we know the hour that God will deliver His people?  ["It was at midnight that God chose to deliver His people." -Early Writings, page 285]
MIGHTY MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD'S POWER:


During what period of time do the people of God flee the cities and villages?  ["In the time of trouble we all fled from the cities and villages, but were pursued by the wicked, who entered the houses of the saints with a sword.  They raised the sword to kill us, but it broke, and fell as powerless as a straw."-Early Writings, page 34]

Why does Ellen White describe the events mentioned above in the first person?  ["In this passage the Lord's messenger, carried ahead in vision and viewing the events as they shall transpire, narrates in the first person plural what she saw in future events described by her.  This does not necessarily mean that she will participate in person in the future events described by her.  The case is similar to that of Paul…"  See 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 and 1 Corinthians 15:51 & 52.-Preparation for the Final Crisis, page 152]

Will our faces shine like the days of old after God spoke with Moses?  ["Their countenances were lighted up with the glory of God; and they shone with the glory, as did the face of Moses when he came down from Sinai.  The wicked could not look on them for the glory.-Early Writings, page 34]

What else is then given to the faithful Sabbath Keepers at the end of the seventh plague?  ["And when the never-ending blessing was pronounced on those who had honored God in keeping His Sabbath holy, there was a mighty shout of victory over the beast and over his image."-Early Writings, page 34]

Are buildings still standing at this point?  ["The foundations of the earth shake; buildings totter and fall with a terrible crash.  The sea boils like a pot, and the whole earth is in terrible commotion.  The captivity of the righteous is turned, and with sweet and solemn whisperings they say to one another:  'We are delivered.  It is the voice of God.'"-Testimonies for the Church Volume One, page 354]
A CROWN OF IMMORTAL GLORY:


Will their be signs in the heavens?  ["Signs and wonders followed in quick succession.  Everything seemed turned out of its natural course.  The streams ceased to flow.  Dark, heavy clouds came up and clashed against each other."-Early Writings, page 285]

What will the deliverance be?  ["Glorious will be the deliverance of those who have patiently waited for His coming and whose names are written in the book of life."-The Great Controversy, page 634]
A SUDDEN CHANGE IN THE SCENE:


Will the wicked think that they have overpowered the saints even at this time (the end of the seventh plague)?  ["With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation, throngs of evil men are about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a dense blackness, deeper than the darkness of the night, falls upon the earth.  Then a rainbow, shining with the glory from the throne of God, spans the heavens and seems to encircle each praying company.  The angry multitudes are suddenly arrested.  Their mocking cries die away.  The objects of their murderous rage are forgotten.  With fearful forebodings they gaze upon the symbol of God's covenant and long to be shielded from its overpowering brightness."-The Great Controversy, page 635 & 636]
CATACLYSMIC EVENTS:


What other disastrous events then occur?  ["That voice shakes the heavens and the earth. There is a mighty earthquake, 'such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.' Verses 17, 18. The firmament appears to open and shut. The glory from the throne of God seems flashing through. The mountains shake like a reed in the wind, and ragged rocks are scattered on every side. There is a roar as of a coming tempest. The sea is lashed into fury. There is heard the shriek of a hurricane like the voice of demons upon a mission of destruction."-The Great Controversy, page 636]

What happens to the mountain chains at this time?  ["The whole earth heaves and swells like the waves of the sea. Its surface is breaking up. Its very foundations seem to be giving way. Mountain chains are sinking. Inhabited islands disappear. The seaports that have become like Sodom for wickedness are swallowed up by the angry waters."-The Great Controversy, Page 637]

Will there be hail?  ["Great hailstones, every one 'about the weight of a talent,' are doing their work of destruction."-The Great Controversy, page 637]

Will their be a special resurrection at this time?  ["Graves are opened, and 'many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth…awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.'  Daniel 12:2.  All who have died in the faith of the third angel's message come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear God's covenant of peace with those who have kept His law.  'They also which pierced him' (Revelation 1:7), those that mocked and derided Christ's dying agonies, and the most violent opposers of His truth and His people, are raised to behold Him in His glory and to see the honor placed upon the loyal and obedient."-The Great Controversy, page 637]
A WONDERFUL STAR OF HOPE:


What is our sign of hope?  ["Through a rift in the clouds there beams a star whose brilliancy is increased fourfold in contrast with the darkness.  It speaks hope and joy to the faithful, but severity and wrath to the transgressors of God's law.  Those who have sacrificed all for Christ are now secure, hidden as in the secret of the Lord's pavilion.  They have been tested, and before the world and the despisers of truth they have evinced their fidelity to Him who died for them."-The Great Controversy, page 638 & 639]

Will the saints be full of joy and confidence through this ordeal?  ["Their faces, so lately pale, anxious, and haggard, are now aglow with wonder, faith, and love.  Their voices rise in triumphant song:  'God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore will not we fear, through the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.'"-The Great Controversy, page 639]

Will Jesus continue to moderate between us and God after the 7 last plagues begin?  ["As Jesus moved out of the most holy place, I heard the tinkling of the bells upon His garment; and as He left, a cloud of darkness covered the inhabitants of the earth. There was then no mediator between guilty man and an offended God. While Jesus had been standing between God and guilty man, a restraint was upon the people; but when He stepped out from between man and the Father, the restraint was removed and Satan had entire control of the finally impenitent. It was impossible for the plagues to be poured out while Jesus officiated in the sanctuary; but as His work there is finished, and His intercession closes, there is nothing to stay the wrath of God, and it breaks with fury upon the shelterless head of the guilty sinner, who has slighted salvation and hated reproof. In that fearful time, after the close of Jesus' mediation, the saints were living in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. Every case was decided, every jewel numbered. Jesus tarried a moment in the outer apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, and the sins which had been confessed while He was in the most holy place were placed upon Satan, the originator of sin, who must suffer their punishment.[emphasis added]"-Early Writings, page 280 & 281]


Will we continue in sin until Jesus returns? ["We should be comforted by the thought that we have a great Intercessor in the heavens, presenting our petitions before God. 'If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.' [1 John 2:1.] In the hour of greatest need, when discouragement would overwhelm the soul, it is then that the watchful eye of Jesus sees that we need his help. The hour of man's necessity is the hour of God's opportunity. When all human support fails, then Jesus comes to our aid, and his presence scatters the darkness and lifts the cloud of gloom."-Gospel Workers, pages 30 & 31]


I have heard it said that Romans 10:13 clearly says that all we need to do is call upon the name of the Lord at the end of time and we will be saved. Is there more to the context of this verse? [Romans 10:13-21 "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, Their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you. But Isaiah is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me. But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people."]

Will the day and the hour of Jesus' return be announced?  Will the wicked hear this announcement?  [The following paragraphs answer both of these fascinating questions:


"The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour of Jesus' coming, and delivering everlasting covenant to His people. Like peals of loudest thunder His words roll through the earth.


He spoke one sentence, and then paused, while the words were rolling through the earth. The Israel of God stood with their eyes fixed upward, listening to the words as they came from the mouth of Jehovah and rolled through the earth like peals of loudest thunder. It was awfully solemn. At the end of every sentence the saints shouted, 'Glory! Hallelujah!'

The living saints, 144,000 in number, knew and understood the voice, while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake."-Maranatha, page 287]
THE GLORIOUS CLOUD THAT SURROUNDS THE PRINCE OF LIFE:


What is our sign of the Lord's return?  ["Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half the size of a man's hand.  It is the cloud which surrounds the Saviour and which seems in the distance to be shrouded in darkness.  The people of God know this to be the sign of the Son of man."-The Great Controversy, page 640]

What then does Jesus say after the period of silence?  ["The angels' song is hushed, and there is a period of awful silence.  Then the voice of Jesus is heard, saying:  'My grace is sufficient for you.'  The faces of the righteous are lighted up, and joy fills every heart.  And the angels strike a note higher and sing again as they draw still nearer to the earth."-The Great Controversy, page 641]
NOTE:  Please see http://www.bellresearchlab.com/ for more information on God's end time messages for His remnant.
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