Chapter 12 -- The Shaking
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A. The Reason for Being Shaken Out of the Church
1. Related to the Christian lifestyle: Those who "possess no more _[vitality]_ and _[consecration]_ than do the nominal churches." (172:2)
2. Related to the extremes: " _[fanaticism]_ on the one hand and _[cold formalism]_ on the other." (175:0)

Will the great deceiver recognize the Holy Spirit's preparation of God's people for the time of the end? and if so, what is he doing to counter the heavenly training?


["There has been among the believers, dissension, unbelief, and jealousy, and on the part of some, a firm resistance of light from heaven. I have been shown that those who have resisted light will never see clearly again, unless they humble their hearts before God, and confess their backslidings, their prejudice, their hatred of the light which God has sent, which, if accepted, would make them wise unto salvation. Formality, worldly wisdom, worldly caution, worldly policy, will appear to many to be the very power of God, but when accepted, it stands as an obstacle to prevent God's light, in warnings, reproof, and counsel, from coming to the world.


Satan is now working with all his insinuating, deceiving power, to lead men away from the work of the third angel's message, which is to be proclaimed with mighty power. If Satan sees that the Lord is blessing his people and preparing them to discern his delusions, he will work with his masterly power to bring in fanaticism on the one hand, and cold formalism on the other, that he may gather in a harvest of souls. Now is our time to watch unceasingly. Watch, bar the way against the least step of advance that Satan may make among us."-An Appeal to Our Ministers and Conference Committees, (1892 Pamphlet), page 35 and 36.

"I saw that in the arrangement of Systematic Benevolence hearts will tested and proved. It is a constant, living test. It brings one to understand his own heart, whether the truth or the love of the world predominates. Here is a test for the naturally selfish and covetous. They will put down their possessions at very low figures. Here they dissemble. Said the angel, "Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully." Angels are watching the development of character, and the doings of such are carried to heaven by the heavenly messengers. Some will be visited of God for these things, and their increase will be brought down to their figures."-Spiritual Gifts Volume 4b, (1864), page 53.]
3. Related to doctrines: Those who "will give heed to _[seducing spirits]_ and _[doctrines]_ of _[devils]_ and will depart from the faith." (177:2)


["Not having received the love of the truth, they will be taken in the delusions of the enemy; they will give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and will depart from the faith. But, on the other hand, when the storm of persecution really breaks upon us, the true sheep will hear the true Shepherd's voice. Self-denying efforts will be put forth to save the lost, and many who have strayed from the fold will come back to follow the great Shepherd. The people of God will draw together and present to the enemy a united front. In view of the common peril, strife for supremacy will cease; there will be no disputing as to who shall be accounted greatest. No one of the true believers will say: "I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas." The testimony of one and all will be: "I cleave unto Christ; I rejoice in Him as my personal Saviour."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Six, (1901), page 401.]
4. Related to the Testimonies: "When the Testimonies . . . are _[doubted]_ and _[given up]_, Satan . . . launches them into _[open rebellion]_, which becomes incurable." (178:2)
B. The Extent of the Shaking
5. "A _[larger proportion]_ than we now anticipate." (174:2)
6. "The _[great proportion]_ of those who now appear to be genuine and true." (180:3)
7. "As the storm approaches, a _[large class]_ who have professed faith . . . abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition." (180:6; 181:0)


["Your example has not been right, and you have stood directly in the way of your own children, and the children of Sabbathkeepers, seeking the Lord. Your course, in this respect, cannot be too severely censured. "Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned." Your heart needs to be purified, cleansed, sanctified, through obedience to the truth. Nothing can save you but a thorough conversion--a true sense of your sinful ways and a thorough transformation by the renewing of your mind."-Testimonies for the church Volume Two, (1868-1871), pages 95 and 96.]

8. Among Church leaders: " _frequent will]_ be the apostasies of men who have occupied responsible positions." (179:1)
C. Good News in the Midst of Trouble
9. The Church will not fall. (180:5)


["Satan will work his miracles to deceive; he will set up his power as supreme. The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out--the chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it must take place. None but those who have been overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony will be found with the loyal and true, without spot or stain of sin, without guile in their mouths. We must be divested of our self-righteousness and arrayed in the righteousness of Christ."-Manuscript Releases Volume Twelve, (1980), pages 324 and 325.]

10. The true Christian "will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his hope brighter. . . ." (181:3)


["When the testing time shall come, those who have made God's word their rule of life will be revealed. In summer there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and other trees; but when the blasts of winter come, the evergreens remain unchanged, while other trees are stripped of their foliage. So the false-hearted professor may not now be distinguished from the real Christian, but the time is just upon us when the difference will be apparent. Let opposition arise, let the voice of the dragon be heard, let persecution be kindled, and the half-hearted and hypocritical will waver and yield the faith; but the true Christian will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his hope brighter, than in days of prosperity."-The Spirit of Prophecy Volume Four, (1884), page 420.]
11. Large numbers will enter to the Church. (182:2)


["Probationary time will not continue much longer. Now God is withdrawing his restraining hand from the earth. Long has he been speaking to men and women through the agency of his Holy Spirit; but they have not heeded the call. Now he is speaking to his people, and to the world, by his judgments. The time of these judgments is a time of mercy for those who have not yet had opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; his hand is still stretched out to save. Large numbers will be admitted to the fold of safety who in these last days will hear the truth for the first time."-The Review and Herald, November 22, 1906, paragraph 5.]
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