Chapter 16 -- The Close of Probation
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A. Events Preceding the Close of Probation
1. The "image to the beast" is formed. "The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed _[before]_ probation closes." (227:3)
2. The sealing of the righteous is completed. "An angel . . . reported to Jesus that his work was done, and the saints were _[numbered]_ and _[sealed]_." (229:1)
3. Jesus' intercession ceases in the sanctuary. After the saints are sealed, "Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. He lift His hands, and with a loud voice says, 'It is done.'" (229:3)

["When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have accomplished their work. They have received 'the latter rain,' 'the refreshing from the presence of the Lord,' and they are prepared for the trying hour before them. Angels are hastening to and fro in Heaven. An angel returning from the earth announces that his work is done; the final test has been brought upon the world, and all who have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received 'the seal of the living God.' [SEE APPENDIX, NOTE 13.] Then Jesus ceases his intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts his hands, and with a loud voice says, 'It is done;' and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as he makes the solemn announcement: 'He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still.' [Revelation 22:11 (KJV) quoted in its entirety.] Every case has been decided for life or death."-The Great Controversy (1888), page 613.

Regarding Appendix, note 13: [The words for "seal", "sign", and "mark" are not used synonymously because they are different words.  Breaking this down:

"Seal" (Revelation 7:2 / Romans 4:11) = Sphragis-a seal a) the seal placed upon books, b) a signet ring, c) the inscription or impression made by a seal, 1) of the name of God and Christ stamped upon their foreheads d) that by which anything is confirmed, proved, authenticated, as by a seal (a token or proof).

"Sealed" (Revelation 7:3-8) = Sphragizo-to set a seal upon, mark with a seal, to seal, a) for security:  from Satan, b) since things sealed up are concealed (as the contents of a letter), to hide, keep in silence, keep secret, c) in order to mark a person or a thing, 1) to set a mark upon by the impress of a seal or a stamp, 2) angels are said to be sealed by God, d) in order to prove, confirm, or attest a thing, 1) to confirm authenticate, place beyond doubt, e) of a written document, f) to prove one's testimony to a person that he is what he professes to be

"Mark" (Ezekiel 9:4) = Tav-desire, mark, a) mark (as a sign of exemption from judgment)
"Sign" (Romans 4:11) = Sermeion-a sign, mark, token, a) that by which a person or a thing is distinguished from others and is known, b) a sign, prodigy, portent, i.e. an unusual occurrence transcending the common course of nature, 1) of signs portending remarkable events soon to happen, 2) of miracles and wonders by which God authenticates the men sent by him, or by which men prove that the cause they are pleading is God's

"Sign" (Exodus 31:13 & 17) = owth-sign signal, a) a distinguishing mark, b) banner, c) remembrance, d) miraculous sign, e) omen, f) warning, 2) token, ensign, standard, miracle, proof


The key take-away of this is that "Mark" should not be in place of or used interchangeably with "Seal", "Sealed" or "Sign" because the word that is translated into "mark" signifies a sign of exemption from judgment and is given to the 144,000 just before the shaking (probably to signify to the angels to protect them from death).  Let us refer to Ezekiel 9:4 and discover the context and meaning of how the word (translated as) "mark" is used.


Ezekiel 9:4 "And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof."


Ellen White clarifies who "sigh and that cry":  "Especially in the closing work for the church, in the sealing time of the one hundred and forty-four thousand, who are to stand without fault before the throne of God, will they feel most deeply the wrongs of God's professed people. This is forcibly set forth by the prophet's illustration of the last work under the figure of the men, each having a slaughter weapon in his hand. One man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his side. "And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for the abominations that be done in the midst thereof."-The Review and Herald, September 23, 1873, paragraph 4.


So the sealing of the great multitude (after the shaking) in Revelation 7 IS NOT the same as the 144,000 having a mark (before the shaking) set upon them in Ezekiel 9:4]
B. The Time For the Close of Probation
4. Not revealed by God. "God has not revealed to us the time when this message will close or when probation will have an end." (227:1)

["We are to bear the third angel's message to the world, warning men against the worship of the beast and his image, and directing them to take their places in the ranks of those who 'keep the commandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus.' God has not revealed to us the time when this message will close, or when probation will have an end. Those things that are revealed we shall accept for ourselves and for our children; but let us not seek to know that which has been kept secret in the councils of the Almighty. It is our duty to watch and work and wait, to labor every moment for the souls of men that are ready to perish."-The Review and Herald, October 9. 1894, paragraph 10]
5. Will we know for certain that probation has closed?


[We will see the effects on ALL the wicked of the first plague. "And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image." Revelation 16:2 (KJV)
6. Unknown for everybody. "The righteous and wicked will still be living upon the earth . . . all _[unconscious]_ that the final, irrevocable decision has been pronounced. . . ." (231:1)
7. Unexpected even for God's people. "When probation ends, it will come _[suddenly]_, _[unexpectedly]_--at a time when we are least expecting it." (230:1)
8. God's people will be still doing business as usual. (231:4)

["Christ declared that when He comes some of His waiting people will be engaged in business transactions. Some will be sowing in the field, others reaping and gathering in the harvest, and others grinding at the mill."-Ellen G. White Manuscript 26, 1901.]
9. The wicked and the professed people of God will be still looking forward to forbidden pleasures. (232:3)

["Christ declares that there will exist similar unbelief concerning his second coming. As the people of Noah's day 'knew not until the flood came and took them all away, so,' in the words of our Saviour, 'shall also the coming of the Son of man be.' [Matthew 24:39.] When the professed people of God are uniting with the world, living as they live, and joining with them in forbidden pleasure; when the luxury of the world becomes the luxury of the church; when the marriage bells are chiming, and all are looking forward to many years of worldly prosperity,--then, suddenly as the lightning flashes from the heavens, will come the end of their bright visions and delusive hopes."-The Spirit of Prophecy Volume Four, (1884), pages 209 and 210.

"And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." Matthew 24:39 (KJV)]
C. Now is the Time To Be Ready
10. We can have the assurance of salvation today: "When probation ends, it will come suddenly, unexpectedly. . . . But we can have a _[clean record]_ in heaven today, and _[know]_ that God accepts us." (230:1)
11. Now is the time for character's transformation and fitness for heaven. (236:2, 3)

["Every thought and word and deed of our lives will meet us again. What we make of ourselves in probationary time, that we must remain to all eternity. Death brings dissolution to the body, but makes no change in the character. The coming of Christ does not change our characters; it only fixes them forever beyond all change."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, (1882-1889), page 466.


"We are to make the best of our present opportunities. There will be no other probation given to us in which to prepare for heaven. This is our only and last opportunity to form characters which will fit us for the future home which the Lord has prepared for all who are obedient to His commandments."-Letter 20, 1899.]
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