Chapter 17 -- The Seven Last Plagues and the Wicked

pages 238-252
1. Are there similarities between the plagues of Egypt and the seven last plagues?

["The plagues upon Egypt when God was about to deliver Israel were similar in character to those more terrible and extensive judgments which are to fall upon the world just before the final deliverance of God's people.  Says the revelator, in describing those terrific scourges:  'There fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image.'  The sea 'became as the blood of a dead man:  and every living soul died in the sea.'  And 'the rivers and fountains of waters…became blood.'  Terrible as these inflictions are, God's justice stands fully vindicated.  The angel of God declares:  'Thou art righteous, O Lord,…because Thou hast judged thus.  For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy.'  Revelation 16:2-6."-The Great Controversy, pages 627 and 628.]
2. When do the plagues occur?  Is it possible for them to begin to fall early?

["It was impossible for the plagues to be poured out while Jesus officiated in the sanctuary; but as His work there is finished, and His intercession closes, there is nothing to stay the wrath of God, and it breaks with fury upon the shelterless head of the guilty sinner, who has slighted salvation and hated reproof."-Early Writings, page 280.]

3. Note the actions of God's angels in holding events back:
They hold back _[the powers of this earth till the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads]_ (238:3)
They restrain _[the winds of strife that they may not blow until the world shall be warned of its coming doom]_ (239:1)
They hold in check _[the fierce winds of human passion]_ (239:3)
4. The glory of God is shown in His _[mercy]_ and His _[justice]_. (240:1)
5. At the present time Jesus is our _[Intercessor]_, but when the judgment is complete He will become _[justice]_. (240:3)
6. In no government can lawbreakers determine their own _[punishment]_. (241:1)
7. "Law that has no _[penalty]_ is of no _[force]_." (241:1)
8. What actions would God NOT allow Noah or Lot to take? (241:2)

["He can do infinite justice that man has no right to do before his fellow man. Noah would have displeased God to have drowned one of the scoffers and mockers that harassed him, but God drowned the vast world. Lot would have had no right to inflict punishment on his sons-in-law, but God would do it in strict justice."-Manuscript Releases Volume Twelve, 1990, pages 1-3.]
9. Under what circumstances does God remove His protection from us? (242:1)

["I was shown that the judgments of God would not come directly out from the Lord upon them, but in this way: They place themselves beyond His protection. He warns, corrects, reproves, and points out the only path of safety; then if those who have been the objects of His special care will follow their own course independent of the Spirit of God, after repeated warnings, if they choose their own way, then He does not commission His angels to prevent Satan's decided attacks upon them."-Manuscript Releases Volume Fourteen, 1990, page 3.]
10. Give some examples from the Bible of the destructive power of God's angels. (243)
[A) "God's judgments were awakened against Jericho. It was a stronghold. But the Captain of the Lord's host Himself came from heaven to lead the armies of heaven in an attack upon the city. Angels of God laid hold of the massive walls and brought them to the ground."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Three, (1872-1875), page 264.
B) "Under God the angels are all-powerful. On one occasion, in obedience to the command of Christ, they slew of the Assyrian army in one night one hundred and eighty-five thousand men."-The Desire of Ages, (1898), page 702.
C) "The same angel who had come from the royal courts to rescue Peter, had been the messenger of wrath and judgment to Herod."-The Acts of the Apostles, (1911), page 152.
D) "A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians, and filled the land with mourning. When David offended against God by numbering the people, one angel caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when he permits. There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere."-The Great Controversy (1888), page 614.]
11. "The same destructive _[power]_ exercised by _[holy]_ angels when God commands, will be exercised by _[evil]_ angels when He _[permits]_." (244:0)
12. Consider the cumulative effect of the seven last plagues if they were to be universal.
First plague: Grievous sores
Second plague: The seas turned to blood
Third plague: Rivers and fountains of waters turned to blood
Fourth plague: Scorching sun
Fifth plague: Darkness
Sixth plague: Gathering for the battle of God Almighty
Seventh plague: The battle of Armageddon and great hail

13. Revelation 16 contains the description of the plagues.  Let's take a closer look at what the plagues consist of.

What is the first?  ["And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image." Revelation 16:2 (KJV)]
What is the second?  ["And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea." Revelation 16:3 (KJV)]
What is the third?  ["And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood. And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so. Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments." Revelation 16:4-7 (KJV)]
What is the fourth?  ["And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory." Revelation 16:8 and 9 (KJV)]
What is the fifth?  ["And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds." Revelation 16:10 and 11 (KJV)]
What is the sixth?  ["And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Eu-phra'-tes; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and kepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Ar-ma-ged'-don." Revelation 16:12-16 (KJV)]

NOTE: The blessing pronounced for and/or on those that "watcheth" [study end-time events using all available resources (EGW's prophetic writings, charts, timelines, Bible code research, etc…) and "keepeth his garments" [prepared/preparing] strongly indicates that we can make the situation better four ourselves if we employ the activities thus described.
What is the seventh?  ["And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great." Revelation 16:17-21 (KJV)]

14. Will some of the unrighteous have an apparent change of heart when things get tough?

["Others rushed to the people of God and begged to be taught how they might escape His judgments.  But the saints had nothing for them."-Early Writings, page 281.]

15. Will the word of God be scarce?


["Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord:  And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it." Amos 8:11 and 12 (KJV)]

16. What saves the wicked world from total destruction by the plagues? (246:1)

["These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitants of the earth would be wholly cut off. Yet they will be the most awful scourges that have ever been known to mortals. All the judgments upon men, prior to the close of probation, have been mingled with mercy. The pleading blood of Christ has shielded the sinner from receiving the full measure of his guilt; but in the final Judgment, wrath is poured out unmixed with mercy."-The Great Controversy (1888), pages 628 and 629.]
17. What special class do those who are lost condemn? (247:3)

["The people see that they have been deluded. They eagerly accuse one another of having led them to destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors have prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to persecute those who would keep it holy."-The Spirit of Prophecy Volume Four, (1884), page 472.]
18. Is the battle of Armageddon a literal or spiritual conflict? Give two examples.(250:2; 251:4)

[A) "The battles waging between the two armies are as real as those fought by the armies of this world, and on the issue of the spiritual conflict eternal destinies depend."-Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, (1896), page 119.
B)"The battle of Armageddon is soon to be fought. He on whose vesture is written the name, King of kings, and Lord of lords, is soon to lead forth the armies of heaven."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Six, (1901), page 406.]
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